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AMERICA WANTS LAFF PIX | 


Film Execs Haven't Yet Decided 


STAGE 






























































To Accept Senatorial ‘Invitation’ 
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Fifteen top film execs, invited over 
the weekend to appear before the 
Clark Senatorial Committee start- 
ing Sept. 3, haven’t determined yet 
whether they will accept the call. 
Inasmuch as it was an ‘invitation’ 
and not a subpoena, those fingered 
can refuse to appear. In addition, 
the committee has no appropriation 
and those invited, if they do choose 
to appear, will have to pay their own 
expenses. 

Radio as well as film toppers 
eventually will be called, the resolu- 
tion establishing the inquisiting body 
—a subcommittee of the Interstate 
Commerce Committee giving it 
broad power to probe into pictures 
and radio programs which the group 
considers have been the alleged 
propaganda agencies being used to 
push the United States into war. 

It’s assumed, of course, that the 
film industry, taking an aggressive 
counter-position that it has nothing 
to hide, and 
‘warmonger’ films 
strictly by patriotism, 
the D.C. ‘invitation.’ 





were 
will accept | 


a 
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Longhaired Balaban 





Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Ida Joy Balaban, daughter of 
A. J. Balaban, started a concert 
career with a piano recital in the 


Civic theatre here on Sunday 
(t7 >. 
Miss Balaban studied with 


Tobias Matthay in London and 
Harold Bauer in New York. 


D.OFJ. PATRIOTIC 
RADIO SERIES 


The Department of Justice is 
readying a series of patriotic radio 











that all its alleged | programs in which Broadway name 
inspired actors 


will participate, broadcasts 
being due to start late this month 
by arrangement with NBC. 

Speeches adapted from the writ- 


ALL COMEDIES 
DOING BUSINESS 


Hope, Benny, Abbott & 
Costello, Marx Bros. Are 
Big B.O. All Over—Exhibs 
Suggest That Hollywood 
Should Just Stay on the 
Fun Beam and Ride 





EVEN POOR ONES CLICK 





Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 
Because of terrific boxoffice reac- 
tion to comedies throughout the ter- 


|ritory, some exhibitor leaders here 
even are suggesting that Hollywood 


producers confine themselves to this 
type of entertainment. Current feel- 
ing is that the public apparently 
can’t be fed up on laughs if one 
after another comedy clicks, far out- 
| distancing the serious dramas. 

On every hand, trade here is ex- 
pressing amazement at the comedies’ 





| 





Hollywood's Name Dance Band 


Cycle; Satchmo's Saga for RKO 


rt 





Name dance bands are getting in- 
creasing attention from the film 
business at the moment. Within the 
past week two top ranking combina- 
tions, Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong 
and Alvino Rey, were set for 
parts, and a third, Jimmy Dorsey, is 
being negotiated for. Rey and the 
King Sisters, whose new band has 
jumped considerably in popularity 
ratings since last winter, have been 
signed to work in an as yet untitled 
RKO feature. They’re to begin work 
on it Sept. 15, deferring several 
scheduled weeks of theatre dates to 
go to the Coast. 

Armstrong’s participation in an 
Orson Welles production, also for 
RKO, was definitely settled Saturday 
(16). Satchmo and his outfit have 
been bought for 10 weeks, but the 
group won't go to work before next 
January. Welles’ film will be based 

A shortage of chorus girls and|on the history of jazz, with Arm- 
boys has suddenly developed, despite | strong’s life history woven into it, 
the fact there were more employed | beginning from the time he was 
last summer in view of several | eight years old. Armstrong will play 
shows at the World’s Fair. Actually | himself. This film is not to be con- 
there are as many chorus people | fused with William Dieterle’s ‘Syn- 


Now It’s Official 





Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 

Note on WIP'’s bulletin board: 

‘Because of the action of Con- 
gress in extending the length of 
Army training period to 2% 
years, the song, ‘Goodbye, Dear, 
I'll Be Back in Year,’ has been 
removed from the music and 
record library.’ 


CHORUS DEARTH 
ON BROADWAY 




















Hearings, though scheduled to get 
under way Sept. 3, won't see the| 
top film should they choose | 

(Continued on page 4) 


ings of John Paine as applicable to 
present day conditions will be 
legiters’ assignments. Selections are 
being made by Alice L. Donnell, of 
the Justice Department’s 
ton’s headquarters. 
pensation was not mentioned when 
suggestions were asked in New York 
about available players, but it’s un- 
derstood the performers will be 
paid. 


50,000 in Chi Downpour 


execs, 


Lunt-Fontanne, Hart, 
Allen, Robeson, Others 
All on One Air Show 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, 
Moss Hart, Russel Crouse, Frank 
Sullivan and Fred Allen or Clifton 
Fadiman, Paul Robeson and Carl 
Van Doren will participate in the 
New York half of next Monday 
night’s (25) ‘Forecast’ show on CBS. 
Program will be called ‘Three 
Wishes’ and will consist a trio of! 

(Continued on page 47) 








Aug. 19 


Chicago, 
Is Swing passe? 


of 
Ol 


the | 


Washing- | 
Matter of com- | 


|} mediocre ones—are few 
| tween. 


At Goodman’s Concert | 
Belie Swing Is Passe 


| around, but they don’t want to go on 
| the road, and it’s that type of musi- 
cal that may be mostly affected. 


al. ition | It appears that the chorus per- 
revive economic conditions—less | s ; 
. . "° | formers are aware of the plans for 


yronounced his section—for the | 

peCnos : in t 3 |a number of new Broadway musi- 

turnstiles’ surprising comeback dur- s ; . 
remaining in New 


th t th Sine tena | |cals and prefer 

1e pas 10nth. ie lau in- 

ang 7 oe gn | York, several calls for choristers 
Former- 


citers not only are piling up by far having already been made. 
the biggest grosess, but instances of ly, producers of major musicals, par- 
any of them flopping—even the ticularly revues, were long on look- 
and far be- |ers, few of whom went trouping. 
| And the same tendency to remain 
on Broadway exists 
Most disappointed bunch 
|}rines are those in ‘Pal Joey.’ 


b.o. accomplishments and Abbott & 
Costello, Bob Hope, Jack Benny, et 
al, are receiving more credit than 


Marx Bros. were thought to be 
washed up’ here after the compara- } 
tive brodies of their more recent of- 


They 


rings, bu st we ‘ir ‘Big , 
hea , but last eek : thei Big expected to be engaged by the same 
Store’ went into the Gopher and | (Continued on page 47) 
gave that loop house one of its big- Re aalaleiae is 
gest seven days since its opening. 


Picture would have been held over 
indefinitely except for previous com- 
Wher originally 
that it iid come 
through in such a big boxoffice way 


20th Frantically Tries 


mitments set, no 


one suspected wo 


of cho- | 





| 


copation,’ also a dance band caval- 
cade yarn, and also via RKO. 
As for Jimmy Dorsey, his 
(Continued on page 37) 


There'll Always Be An 
England’ Sets Record 
Number of Pix Usages 


mane- 


The saga of a song without prece- 
dent is ‘There’ll Always Be An Eng- 


land,’ which has been in several U.S. 


| films and last week, in its third year 


of publication, sold 
England, where it 
400,000 sheets. 


1,513 copies in 
has exceeded 
In Canada it has sold 














STOCK UP ON DISCS: 
EXPECT PRICE BOOSTS 


All record stores in N. Y. are or- 
dering in fantastic numbers, in or- 
der to boost their stock prior to an 
anticipated rise in price of phono- 
graph records. A law is now pend- 
ing which will tax manufacturers 
10% on records, which will be 
passed on to the dealers. 

It is believed by most dealers that 
the law, occasioned by the need of 
shellac in national defense, may 
eventually boost the price of all re- 
cordings over 20% to the public at 
large. 

The pop music publishers antici- 
Pate all 35c disks going to a 50c re- 
tail price which, if it occurs, will 
cause them to insist upon the full 
2c disk royalty, as allowed under the 
copyright law, but which ‘is cut, by 
trade-custom, to 1%c. per side, for 
the 35c pop stuff. 





Those who answer in the affirma- 
tive are going to have considerable 
trouble convincing the 50,000 people 


who attended the Benny Goodman 
Swing Concert here last week. For, 
huddling before the Grant Park 


bandshell in a rainstorm which 
would have chased away all but the 
most ardent symphony fans, the ad- 
vocates of jive stomped their feet 
and beat their hands and let the 
offbeats fall where they might. As 
a matter of fact, if swing music has 
been supplanted by the ‘sweet’ 
brand, those same 
haven’t heard about it yet, for when 


band began to rock, the folks were | 


just as feverish as ever, and there 
was the customary dancing in the 
aisles, somewhat hampered by the 


mud but in evidence just the same. | 
Band itself was in fine fettle, and | 
under the stimulus of the Goodman | 


clarinet, served up a fine assortment 


of musical effects to the delight of | 


the listeners. Cootie Williams and 

‘Big Sid’ Catlett both received tre- 

mendous ovations for their distinc- 
(Continued on page 47) 


50,000 people | 


and a personal appearance of Gene 
Autry and Dorothy Lewis, in con- 


( Continued on page 23) 


‘Names Draw Heavily 
At Saratoga Roaderies 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug 19.. 
Authorities evidently took Gov- 





Despite Gambling Exit 


125,000 copies; in Australia, 65,000, 
. which is deemed terrific in the trade, 
| To Renew Annie Vernay | ana has nit 50,000 in the US 
° jut its cinematic usages are un- 
Only to Learn She Died usuat, being spottea first in ‘One 
( Continued on page 23) 





| 
| 


gambling seriously, and so _ this 
|town’s and nearby casinos are shut 
tight. The kiddies aren’t even try- | 


ling to sneak, that’s how carefully 
they’re being watched. 

Business at the major roadhouses, 
however, has been surprisingly good, 


|despite the clampdown. Sophie 
Tucker is pulling them, especially 
over the weekend, to Arrowhead; 


Piping Rock, 
ser’s Copa- 


ditto Joe E. Lewis at 
which also has Monte P1 
cabana (N.Y.) shov 


| daughter, telling her the good news. 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 


|mother finally was located in 
ernor Lehman’s second edict against | 


After much wiring and cabling, . . 
20th-Fox located the mother of| Dirty Strawhat Brings 
Annie Vernay, 18-year-old French} 
film actress, in order to effect an-| 


Out L. [. Constabulary 


Sayville, L. lL, Aug. 19. 

Squawks of outraged playgoers at 
the tryout of Alexander Greendale’s 
new play, ‘Walk Into My Parlor,’ at 
the Sayville Playhouse, brought out 
the local constabulary last week. 
After stormy confabs between the 
management, the author and the 
minions of the law, some of the bits 
of business were changed, but the 
salty dialog remained intact. Seve 
eral people walked out of the the- 
atre, others hissed and still others 
looked disapproving, unhappy and 
dazed. 

Show is playing this week at the 
Glen Rock (N. J.) playhouse and is 
tentatively. slated for Broadway in 
ithe fall. Luther Greene is the pro- 


ducer 


other six-month option on the young 
woman’s” services in Hollywood, 
dating from Aug. 15, when Fox’s 
first option expired. 

Mile. Vernay was breaking her 
jump from unoccupied France to the 
U. S. via South America, and the} 
New | 
York for purposes of legal signatur- | 
ing. Mme. Vernay, pieased at Holly- 
wood interest, cabled Buenos Aires, | 
where she had last heard from her 


Yesterday (Tuesday), the mother 
received a wire from B. A. that 
Annie had died of typhoid fever on 
Sunday (17). 

Mile. Vernay was one of the more 
promising young French players. 
She was known to U. S. Francophile 
fans via ‘Betrayal,’ film by 


Seymour ebenzah!l 


made 


we ht Se Pt om 
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Everything But Baseball Played For 
Sweet Charity by Film Comics, Leads 








GEORGE E. PHAIR 
Hollywood, Aug. 19 


By 


wheel chair. with one ankle propped 
up in a plaster cast. Her rival cap- 
tain. Ann Sheridan, did her captain- 


Soft-muscled athletes of the film 
industry put on their annual screw- | 
ball game. technically known as 
baseball, for the amusement of about 
26.000 customers who contribute 
about that number of dollars the 
Mit. Sinai haspital and other worthy 
Causes li was advertised as a bat- 
le detwee: e Comedians and 
Lew ric Me: wound up in a 
tie Nobody Gecide whether 
the Comics were funnier than the | 
Handsome Heroes, cr vice versa | 

Martha Raye. captain of the | 
Comics, stole the show on one foot. | 
Victim of a recent auto crash, | 
Martha did her captaining in a} 

| 
| 


ing by remote control from a hos- | 
pital where she was nursing a sinus | 
ailment. Another prominent ab-| 
sentee was Mayor Bowron, who was | 
slated to throw out the first ball, 


but four comedians substituted for 
him, throwing out four balls and 
taking four bows simultaneously. 

It was a new sort of baseball for 
the baseball fans. Adolphe Menjou 
made a home run with the aid of a 
stand-in, a secretary, a makeup man, 
a press agent and a script girl. 
Menjou acidently hit a foul ball and 
his stand-in, arrayed similarly in 
high hat and evening garments, ran 
the bases with his tails streaming out 
behind. Naturally Menjou stepped 
into the spotlight at the home plate 
and scored a run with his custom- 
ary aplomb, eclat, savoir faire, etc. 

Just Clowns 

Another unorthodox method of 

scoring was demonstrated by Jack 


LaRue, bad man of the films, who 
struck out but fought his way 


around the bases with a pair of six- 
guns. There was not an infielder left 
on his feet when Jack galloped 
across the plate. Then there was a 
blackout, and when the lights blazed 
again, Notre Dame was playing foot- 
ball with Southern ‘California 
around second base. It was the first 
time a touchdown was ever recorded 
in a baseball game. 

Charles Coburn with a monocle 
and a rubber bat; Lucien Littlefield 
on a stretcher; Edgar Kennedy in 
a derby hat; Maxie Rosenbloom in 
his new Harvard accent; Dickie 
Jones losing his baseball pants; 
Eddie Bracken doing a lone panto- | 
mime on the pitching mound; Stubby | 
Krueger swimming around the bases 
and winding up in a washtub; Ar- 
thur Lake, Baby Dumpling and 
their pooch all contributed to the 
new form of baseball. Joan Blondell 
injected glamour into the pastime by 
umpiring for half an inning and es- 
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Well, Who Was Wetter? 


Barley Sheaf Farm, 
Holicong, Pa., Aug. 15. 
r, VARIETY: 
I want to complain about the 
proof-reading in your 


Edit 


carele ss 
paper. 

In last week’s issue, in an arti- 
cle about ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ you mentioned the 
appearances of Moss Hart and 
myself in the role of Whiteside. 
Then came a_ sentence which 
was obviously supposed to 
run as follows: ‘It was gen- 
erally agreed that Hart was 
wetter in the part than Kauf- 
man. 

Owing to faulty proof-reading, 
however it came out ‘better.’ 

I wish you would look after 
that sort of thing in the future, 
George S. Kaufman. 


Nowhere to Go But These 


States; Pic Tourers Seem 
To Make Out Somehow 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

War in Europe and threats in the 
Orient add up to a concentration of 
vacationing picture folk in Califor- 
nia and the nearby waters. Some 
of them are trekking north, Ginger 
Rogers to Oregon, James Craig to 
the same state, and Ruth Warrick te 
British Columbia. Ronald Colman 
is sunning at Santa Barbara, Cary 
Grant at Santa Monica and Renee 
Haal and her new husband, Peter 
Godfrey, are honeymooning on a 
yacht along the southern coast. 


Lucille Ball is lolling among the 
orange groves near Chatsworth, Guy 
Kibbee is taking the air in the High 
Sierras and Jane Wyatt at Santa 
Ynez. Meanwhile ‘Fibber McGee 
and Molly’ are Alaska-bound. 











O-J Rehearse Show 
Pending ‘Hellz’ Takes 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson are 
shoving off for Boston this week to 
start rehearsals for a new stage show 
while Martha Raye’s wounded ankle 


holds up production of ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ at Universal. 
Comics will be back for their 


scenes with Miss Raye as soon as her 
ankle comes out of the cast 


Ffolkes in India 





caped without injury, although Billy | 
Gilbert and Eddie Quillan put up an 
argument and Cliff Nazarro made it 
twice as vociferous with double-talk. | 

Other accomplices in the slaying | 
of the national pastime were Red 
Skelton, Lee Tracy, Ronald Reagan, 
Dennis Morgan, who actually hit one 
over the fence; Monte Blue, Preston | 
Foster, Andy Devine, Mischa Auer, 


Anthony Quinn, Frank Mitchell. | 
Keye Luke, Clarence Muse and | 
Sammy Cohen. 

On the _ serious. side, Loretta 


Young repeated the oath of allegi- 
ance and Anna May Wong spoke in 
behalf of China. 


As a preliminary, a couple of girl | 


7 


Co- 


teams put on a game of 
They could have trimmed 
medians and Leading Men. 


PAR’S FRAN GIFFORD 
OPPOSITE RICH’D DIX 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

First star role for Frances Gifford 
will be opposite Richard Dix in 
‘Tombstone,’ Paramount’s big budget 
western; Harry Sherman producing. 

Miss Gifford won the stellar nod 
by her work in Republic’s ‘Jungle 
Girl’ and Disney’s ‘Reluctant Dra- 
gon.’ 


Markey Reports to C. Z. 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. | 

Gene Markey, a Lieut. Commander | 
in the Naval Reserve, has been or- 
dered to report for active duty at 
Balboa, Canal Zone, Sept. 20. 

Call halts his production activities | 
at Columbia, where he is prepping | 
several stories, including ‘Eadie Was 
a Lady,’ for Rita Hayworth. 


red 
softbal 


the 











| for 


| 
lish army 


David Ffolkes, English scenic de- 
signer, who is known in this country 
having done the sets and cos- 
tumes for all Maurice Evans pro- 
ductions, is now in India, after hav- 
ing successfully weathered Dun- 


kerque, the battle of Greece and the | 
| battle of Crete. 


Ffolkes is a lieutenant in the Brit- 
and is attached to the 
Royal Scot Greys. . 


H’WOOD DIVORCE CROP 


Fred Meyer’s Daughter and Mrs. 
Bill Demarest Both Sue 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Delphine Meyer Shire, attorney 
and daughter of Fred Meyer, 20th- 
Fox executive, filed a divorce action 
| against asst. U.S. attorney Harold 
| Raymond Shire after eight months’ 
marriage. She charges cruelty. 
William Demarest, screen character 
actor is being divorced by Estelle; 
same charges. She was his former 
vaudeville partner. 


Abbott-Costello 
At $12,500 for 1 
RKO Week, Hub 














Abbott and Costello have received 
a one-week reprieve from returning 
to the Coast for another Universal 
picture and instead will play a one- 
week date for RKO in Boston, open- 
ing Friday (22). A. & C. will get a 
guarantee of $12,500 for the per- 
sonal, gainst a 50-50 split over 
$27,500, with the team providing 
$2.500 worth of supplementary acts. 

Booking of the team also enabled 
RKO to inaugurate its stage show 
season at the RKO, Boston, one week 
earlier, the circuit originally intend- 
ing to start stage shows there 
Aug. 29. 

A. & C. on Sunday (17) completed 
a nine-day record stand at the At- 
lantic City Stee] Pier. Playing to an 
unprecedented attendance, the team 
also played an unprecedented num- 
ber of shows, 65 in the nine days. 
On their opening Saturday and Sun- 
day and closing weekend they did 
38 shows in four days. 


Equity Fights L.A. Police 
Snoop on Theatre Ads 





Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

Proposed city ordinance giving the 
Police Commission power to regu- 
late advertising on stage shows is 
| being fought by Actors Equity As- 
|sociation. New rule would author- 
ize the police to revoke an opera- 
tor’s license within 24 hours if the 
| ads do not coincide with the com- 
| mission’s idea of public welfare. 
J. T. Kornblum, attorney for 
| Equity, raised the objection that the 
| ordinance would jeopardize not only 
property rights but the jobs of ac- 








tors, musicians and other theatrical | 


employees. 


RKO’s Nancy Gates 
Denton, Texas, Aug. 19. 
Nancy Gates, 15, Denton high 
school girl and a promising musi- 
ician, has signed a term contract 
with RKO. She’s been assigned to 
a new musical. 
Miss Gates is brunet, five feet four 
inches, and the daughter of Vigil 
| Gates, Denton dry goods executive. 








By GEORGE FROST 


With small chatter splashed all 
over the place and good ‘copy’ at 
a minimum, activities at New York’s 


|low last week. 


| Airport rumor hath it that, shortly, 
and H. G. 


George Bernard Shaw 
Jelles will Clipper to these shores. 


In both instances, however, definite 


| reservations have yet to be made. 

| So... 

| With the score 5 to 0 against the 

| Pan Am. reservations department, 
Anna Neagle and Herbert Wilcox, 

; the director, finally left the field’s 

| International Marine Terminal yes- 


| terday (19) aboard the Atlantic Clip- 
| per for Lisbon. 


[Further details on 
page 7.] 

Sunday’s American Clipper listed 
among the inbound Clipper-trippers, 
Carey Longmire, New York Herald- 
Tribune correspondent in London; 
while Saturday’s (16) Dixie Clipper 
toted off John Monsarrat, of the 
Platt-Forbes ad writing agency and 
account executive of the Jnited 


| LaGuardia Field eased off to a new | 


Report That H. . Wells, GB, Shaw 
| May Chipper to U. S. From London 


, Aircraft, Inc., bound for the Land 
'of Four O'Clock teas to see the 
bombing bees. 

Pascal Returns 

| Friday (15) saw Gabor (Gabriel) 
Pascal, the film producer, who Clip- 
pered recently to England to chat 
with the British Ministry of Infor- 
mation concerning propaganda pic- 
tures, return aboard the Atlantic 
Clipperoo with the news that he 
was heading for Montreal to begin 
screening George Bernard Shaw’s 
‘Arms and the Man.’ (Further de- 
tails on page 3.) 

Pan American’s local 
resounded Monday (18) with con- 
gratulations to Walter ‘Bob’ Neff, 
the corp’s Ailaniic Division praise 
agent, on his reaching the age of 
imaturity—on his old-age insurance. 
| ‘Bob,’ in the not-so-long-ago, 
strummed the piano in the Rudy 
Vallee ‘Connecticut Yankee’ con- 
tingent. 

The land. lines this week saw 
Peggy Moran, Universal starlet, and 
Irving Berlin take the TWA strato- 


properties 





(Continued on page 19) 


————ay 


Saroyan Gets ‘Took Up 





Cowan’s exceptions are that the 


of the players be paid for their work. 
that everybody connected with the picture work for nothing. 
of the film rights is estimated at $25,000. 


Hollywood, Aug. 19 


William Saroyan’s offer to turn over the rights on his stage play, 
‘The Time of Your Life,’ to be screened free of playwright charges 
for the benefit of mstiona! defense, was accepted 
Columbia producer, with certain exceptions. 


by 


Lester Cowan, 


studio technicians and at least some 
Saroyan’s original idea was 
Price 








THE 





here. 


Those planes are sure fast. 
asked: ‘What’s the idea?’ 


was deeply touched, 
Broadway 


two weeks’ vacation free. 
and committed bigamy. 


picture all day. 


the side pocket. 


Bing Crosby is coming back on 
‘The Court of Missing Mares.’ 


Gracie Allen: 
... wally Rand: ‘Life with Feather.’ 


‘Ways to Be Mean Committee.’ 
circles, 


Hollywocd is a funny place. 
director; when you're a director you 
body want to be a sound man? 


Roddy’s ‘Sunny’ Starrer 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Roddy McDowell, moppet, gets his 








| 


| 





\ 





first starring role in ‘On the Sunny 


Side’ at 20th-Fox, slated to start 
Sept. 15, 
Story is about a young British 


refugee. Harold Schuster directs. 


Guizar’s Crack About 
‘Cuban Dolls Mobbing’ 


Almost an Int’! Crisis 


19. 
Derogatory story concerning Tito 
Guizar in a Havana paper led the 
Mexican film star to cable the editor 
what is interpreted here as an in- 
vitation to a duel. Article which 
inflamed Guizar was a flaying of the 


Havana, Aug. 


singing flick player for a statement 
that he objected to ‘dolls mobbing’ 
him during a visit to Cuba in Feb- 
ruary. 

Guizar’s statement was apparently 
made to Excelsior, Mexico City 
newspaper, following his return 
from Cuba. It was picked up and 
editorialized on by Juliocesar Gon- 
zalez Rebull, editor of Crisol, to 
whom today’s message by Guizar 
was addressed. 

As result of the Crisol 
boycott of Guizar’s films in Cuba 
was instituted, affecting Paramount, 
which distributes them. Jose Man- 
uel Cortina, Minister of State, re- 
quested the Cuban ambassador to 
Mexico to take action, while the 
Havana Rotary reprimanded Excel- 
sior. Press-radio campaign against 
Guizar has been under way here. 

In his cable to Crisol’s editor to- 
day, Guizar stated he regretted the 
article about him and then declared: 
‘My wife is Cuban and I would leave 
work even for an hour to remove 
the stain on my reputation.’ That 
was taken by some interpreters of 
the Latin code of honor as an invite 
to a duel. 








They gave me a Welcome Home party at Lindy’s. 
the house—even the herrings were pickled. 

Grossingers has a new policy—any couple getting married there is given 
My uncle liked the place so much he went out 


article, | 


——» 


POOPoooes 


BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


Pt+totoe 


Jumped to New York for a special broadcast tonight to m.c. the Treasury 
Show. Morgenthau called me (on Roosevelt's phone) and asked me to fly 


I got a lot of nerve flying. I get dizzy when I buy an air mail stamp. 
I saw a stork hitchhiking on the wing and 
He answered: ‘I’m making a quick delivery 
before Winchell kas it in his column.’ 

All my relatives were at the LaGuardia Airport awaiting my arrival. 
They formed a group on the field and spelled out: ‘Happy Lending,” I 


Department 
The drinks were on 


The Gaiety Delicatessen was so crowded the other night they set up a 
bridge table in a taxi outside to take care of the overflow. 
Holly woodiana 
Hollywood must be slowing up, Abbott and Costello haven't made a 


Guy Kibbee is afraid of getting balder—someone might shoot him in 


John Garfield has played in so many prison pictures that instead of the 
studio dropping his option they gave him a full pardon. 
Music Department 
Do you think B, M. I. songs will bring back the New York Giants? 
Jack Rosenberg knows a band that has been out of work so long, when 
it finally got a job it had to rehearse in a pawnshop. 
Radio Department 


the air with a new program called 


Goodman Ace's definition of a Quiz Kid: An Oscar Levant in knickers. 
Rudy Vallee played a benefit at the San Diego Navy Yard. Now they 
call him ‘Nasal Basil of the Naval Base.’ 
Hangnail Descriptions 
Super-silly-ous....John Barrymore: 


The Great Brewfile 


Observations 
Eavesdropped at the Diamond Horseshoe: He’s a charter member of the 


Eavesdropped at McGuinesses: She and her eyes travel in the best 


Afterpiece 
When you're an actor you want to be a 


want to be a producer. Doesn't any- 





\WORST FOREIGN 





PIX LAG IN YRS. 


Foreign-language filmeries in the 
| U. 


{product dearth this fall than at any 


S. are confronted with a worse 


| time in many years. 
| The arty cinemas which were most 
| 


successful with French-made films 
are going to depend on a few com- 
paratively old productions, and pos- 
| sibly strong reissues, in order to stay 
open. Several experimented with 
Latin-American productions last sea- 
son with none too successful results. 
Distribs in N.Y. say that the pictures 
| from South America thus far are not 
strong enough to stand up success- 
fully in the arty theatres. They also 
have tried other foreign makes to 
poor results. 


Oakie and Darnell Will 
| Rise and Shine’ at 20th 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

| Top roles in ‘Rise and Shine’ at 
|20th-Fox go to Jack Oakie and 
|Linda Darnell, Originally Oakie 
Was assigned to ‘Vicki and - Her 
| Eagles,’ which has been grounded 
|through army orders, involving 
| shooting at the Akron air field. 

‘Rise and Shine’ started out as an- 
| other story, but the title has been 
shifted to a new script, with music. 





Shearer’s Dancing Partner 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Melvyn Douglas, currently work- 

ing with Greta Garbo at Metro, 

draws the male lead opposite Norma 





|Shearer in ‘We Were Dancing, 
| slated for fall production. 
| Picture is based on one of Noe! 


| Cow ard’s one-act plays. 


=m 

















_ Wednesday, August 20, 1941 


MISCELLANY 8 





IT’S TALL FEMMES’ TURN 
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Pascal’s Prod. in Spain With 


An International Personnel 








Madrid, Aug. 10. 

Christopher Columbus will be the 
subject of a future picture by 
Gabriel Pascal. It will be filmed in 
Spain with British and American 
actors, plus American technicians, 
and will be primed frankly to 
glorify Spain’s past grandeur. So 
the producer informed Spanish 
newspapermen who interviewed him 
recently in Lisbon, on his way from 
New York to London. Story was 

iven prominent display in 
Madrid press. 

Film will be first of a trilogy. 
Pascal said, the other two also por- 
traying famed explorers, Vasco de 
Gama and Fernando Magellan. 
Producer declared that Laurence 
Olivier and Vivien Leigh will handle 
principal roles, that he would direct, 
Rafael Sabatini would write the 
scenario, Bernard Shaw the dialog 
and Fred A. Young and Eugene 
Schuftan would be the cameramen. 
United Artists, which distribs Pascal 
pix, he stated, will collaborate with 
the Spanish producers, Imperio 
Films, in the making of the pictures. 

Pascal asserted that 60 technicians 
and actors would shortly sail from 
the United States to Spain for the 
filming. He added that Spanish and 
Italian technicians would be engaged 
as well, awd that exteriors would be 
made at the Alhambra in Granada, 
the Mosque at Cordoba, the harbor at 
Pallos and Genoa, Italy. Interiors 
will be shot in a Madrid studio. 

‘This will mark the best film of my 
life,’ Pascal told the Spanish news- 

(Continued on page 47) 


ANOTHER FILM EXTRA 
FATALLY INJURED 





Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
film extra’s death and! 
inquest marked 
‘They Died 


Another 
another coroner's 
shooting of Warners’ 


With Their Boots On’ when George | 


Murphy, 42, died in the hospital Fri- 
day (15) from injuries when thrown | 
from a horse. He's not to be con- 
fused with Metro’s featured player 
of the same name. 


Other fatal accident Jack 


was 
Budlong, 30, socialite extra, when | 
spitted through body by cavalry | 


sword in fall from horse. 

Film war approached close to ac-| 
tual war in ‘They Died With Their | 
Boots On’ at the Warners’ ranch near 
Calat 
as cavalrymen with General Custer. 
Twenty of the 400 riders were in- 
jured in one day last week, some of 
them seriously. 





DON’T LIBEL N.Y. COWBOYS!| 





United Taxicab Council of N. Y. 
Beseeches Film Biz 


New York cab drivers apparently 
don’t care how they’re portrayed in 
pictures. But their bosses do. They 
don’t want their jockeys painted as 
‘rough, uncouth, unscrupulous 
viduals who drive without regard for 
the life and limb of their passengers 
or themselves.’ And they told film 
studios so in a circular letter Sat- 
urday (16). 

Signed by Henry G. Friedlander, 
chairman of the steering committee 
of the United Taxicab Council of 
Greater New York, the missive 
states in part: 


‘The members of this council, rep- 
resenting as they do, all of the taxi- 
cab owners of New York City, nat- 

(Continued on page 38) 





20TH RENEWS LAUREL-HARDY 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

20th Century-Fox is picking up its 
Option on Laurel and Hardy for 10 
pictures to be made in the next five | 
years. 

Pair came to the studio on a one- 
Picture deal to make ‘Great Guns,’ 
which they’ve just completed. 


2. 
vl 


the | 


sas where extras are fighting | 


indi- | 


METRO’S LEGIT QUARTET 


All Male Players Sent West on One- 
Picture Deals 








Metro’s eastern talent department 
sent four male players to the Coast 
during the past week for their film 
debuts, all on one-pic deals. 

They are Joseph Anthony, Lou 
Lubin and Loring Smith, who will 
work in ‘Shadow of the Thin Man, 
and William Bendix, who withdrew 
from ‘Great Whitewash,’ legiter now 
rehearsing for a Broadway opening 
in September. Bendix was last seen 
on Broadway as the cop in William 
Saroyan’s ‘Time of Your Life.’ He’ll 
be seen at Metro in ‘Woman of the 
Year,’ new Katharine Hepburn- 
Spencer Tracy starrer. 

Smith recently appeared on Broad- 
way in the one-tryout performance 
of ‘Not in Your Stars.’ Lubin is an 
old vaudevillian who was in ‘Horse 
Fever’ on Broadway last season. An- 
thony was discovered by Metro tal- 
ent’sleuths in a little theatre show. 


Court Allows Flynn 
$12,000 Monthly On 
Agcy.’s Attachment 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
Errol Flynn will have to eke out 
an existence on $12,000 a month 
under an edict by Superior court. 
Ruling was made by Judge Albert 
F. Ross in the attachment suit filed 
| by the Myron Selznick agenoy 
against Warners on the actor’s $6,000 
which has been tied 











| weeny salary, 
| up for several months. 

Currently in a hospital with a 
'throat infection, Flynn had filed a 
| petition for $14,505 monthly to main- 
itain his position as a film star. 
Listed among the items were $5,000 
'a month for taxes; $4,000 for pub- 
| licity; $1,000 for the upkeep of his 
| yacht; $1,200 for household expenses 
land $2,000 as personal expenses for 
| himself and wife. The salary remains 
under attachment until the case is 
| tried. 
| Dispute began when Flynn served 
|notice on the Selznick agency that 
their contract had been terminated. 
Selznick filed suit for 10% of the 
actor’s earnings and Warners turned 
the disputed sum over to the court 
| for adjudication. 





CANTOR’S ‘BANJO’ SCORE 


John Latouche and Vernon Duke 
a . 
will do the score for the Eddie Can- 
| ~% 
‘Three 





tor musicalized version of 
Men on a Horse,’ radio 
scripters, Joe Quillan and Izzy Ellin- 
are adapting the stage 


‘Banjo Eyes,’ 


which his 


; son, from 
it’s 


orignal. Titled 


slated for a Boston break-in in No- 
vember. Meantime, sae and his 
producer, Al Lewis (for Warner 


Bros.), are huddling in New York on 
production details. So far set are 
three femmes, June Havoc, Ruth 
Perry and Audrey Christie. 

Cantor arrived in N. Y. over the 
weekend and is also readying to re- 
sume his radio series for Bristol- 
Myers. 


Monty Woolley Stays At 








Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Monty Woolley, brought here from 
New York to play in ‘The Man Who 





| Came to Dinner’ at Warners, stays 
on for two more pictures. 
Contract will keep him off the 


| ; 
| Broadway stage until next spring. 


WB for Two More Pix 





LATOUCHE, DUKE DOING 





+ 


PIX LIFT TABOU 
TO MEET TREND 


Influx of Six-Footer Male 
Stars, Plus Style Dictates 
of Studio Designers, Now 
Puts Premium on Lasses 
With Longish Gams Plus 
a Spot of Talent 





PRESENT CROP OKAY 





By JACK JUNGMEYER 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

The tall girl is having her day in 
pictures. 

For almost 20 years she was prac- 
ticaliy barred from films, while her 
petite sisterhood of around five feet 
to five-four dominated the studio 
stages and the stellar rank. 

During that long period of pref- 
erence for the shorties, for which 
Mary Pickford with her 5 feet-2 
inches had fixed the style, the only 
really tall femme to make a dent 
was Charlotte Greenwood, and she 
had to burlesque her long and al- 
luring gams to offer that bit of va- 
riety. 

Mary Pickford once said—and it 
was based on experience—that any 
girl over 5-4 didn’t have a chance 

(Continued on page 21) 


BOFF SUMMER 
BIZ SURPRISES 
MIAMI BEACH 


By LESLIE HARRIS 
Miami Beach, Aug. 19. 
With 182 hotels out of a possible 








297 open, Miami Beach is cashing 
in on the biggest summer season 


Just what is 
off-season up- 
but it’s 
circum- 


in locality’s history. 
responsible for this 
swing has the boys guessing, 
likely a combination of 
stances. 

For one thin 
around that a fin now is the equiva- 
lent of a C note in the winter. Then 
the old idea that only natives and 


g the info is getting 








mosquitoes could exist during the 
hot weather is fast becoming a myth. | 
In reality temperature seldom gets | 
above 89 degrees on the ocean front. 
Add to this fact that many figure 
they won’t get a chance to take time 
off this winter and curtailment of 
European jumps has cut down num- 





ber of places to go. 

Gasoline and electricity con ~~ 
tion is up 6% over this period las t 
year. Retail biz in Greate “Mi ami 
has already shown a 20% increase 
and it’s expected to be even greater | 
|this month. Every o of the beach 
hotels now open reports increase: 
from 15 to 85%, and per ate trave 
is 60% ahead of last year. 

On the entertainment front the 
Pago Pago Room in Ben Gaines 
Dempsey-Vanderbilt hotel is scorin 
the biggest click. Gaines kept the 
hostelry open fully expecting to take 
a loss, but is chalking a neat profit | 
instead. Operating nut isn’t hay, | 
either, what with two bands, a gal 
line and four-act bills. Wit’s End and 
Bill Jordan’s Bill of Musie aren't 





feeling any pain, and they are also 
operating wnder considerable over- 
head. 

Kitty Davis’ Airliner continues to 
attract heavy transient biz, but isn’t 
a standard with locals. 


On the Miami side of the bay, 
Jimmie’s, Bali, Mayfair and the 
Drum are all doing okay, and 


Olympia theatre’s grosses are suffi- 
cient to warrant contiuning seasonal 
stage show policy. 

All but a few of the 
are using small combos for dinner 
dancing, and Shellbourne and Crom- 
well both have eight-man agerega- | 
tions. 


beach hotels 





iis the leading candidate for the role 


Canadian Coin Curbs Interpreted 


Too Literally by 





Equity, Showmen 


Say in Discrediting Withdrawal Beef 





CAREY WILSON, M.A. 





Honored by Colorado State College | 





for ‘Hardy’ Pix 
Greeley, Colo., Aug. 19. 
Carey Wilson, co-scripter and 
production executive on _ various 


Andy Hardy pictures, was awarded | 
an honorary degree of Master of | 
Arts last week by Colorado State 
Collége of Education for his ‘con-| 
tributions to clean, wholesome en- 
tertainment for the American peo- 
ple.’ 

Ceremonies at the Garden thea- 
tre were attended by between 4,000 
and 5,000 people. As part of the af- 
fair, there was a screening of a spe- 
cial film of excerpts from all the 
Hardy pictures. 


Too Much Sass in Sassiety 





Set Brings Squawks From | 


Westchester Neighbors 


John Perona’s Westchester Bath 
Club, White Plains, N. Y., had be- 





come such a horseplay centre for the | 


El Morocco bunch, et al., that the 
neighbors started to complain about 
the noise, late-hour music, etc., 
result Ernie Holst 
band under wraps. But it’s not curb- 
ing the overgrown children’s spirits, 
which run the gamut from seltzer- 
bottle spraying to dunking in the 


pool—i.e. if you’re fully dressed. 
Anybody au naturel or in swimming 


attire is a sissy the way the kiddies | 


have been cutting up; you gotta be 
at least in black-tie or in a dinner 
gown to be playfully (?) projected 
into the pool. 

The curbing of the revelry is 
to the Riverside Drive 
squawk in the 125th street (N. Y.) 
sector when the Claremont Inn, on 
city property but privately operated 
by Arnold Schlaifer, had to soft- 
pedal its band on the outdoor 
pavilion. 

Incidentally, — Wes tbrook Pegle1 
who is a congenital 
and noise- baiter, took 
Donohue-Macoco-Arturo 


akin 


cabaret-hater 
the Woolie 
Ramos set 


| to task for their ‘bad manners’ and 

noise which, were it Coney Island 
or Bridgeport, would get them 
thrown out of any self-respecting 
eee | or log cabin. 


GROOM TERESA WRIGHT 
FOR STAGE-P PIX STARDOM 


Hollywood, Aug. 19 





Teresa Wright, imported from 
New York by Samuei Goldwyn fo! 
his film play, ‘The Little Foxe 
being groomed for stardom both on 
Broadway and in pictures 

Eastern stardom is indicated by 
Miss os ; assignment as femme 
lead in the r Ferenc Molnar stage 
play, ‘The Ki ing’s Maid,’ slated for 
tryout by Oscar Serlin in Gloucester, 
| Mass., and aimed for New York in 
'the fall. Serlin has her under an 


exclusive stage contract while she’s 
under exclusive contract for films to 
Goldwyn. Meanwhile, Miss Wright 


of Mrs. Gehrig in ‘The Life of Lou 
Gehrig’ on the Goldwyn lot. 


Lasky’s Nos. 2, 3 for WB 


amvasiaai 
Hollywood; Aug. 19. 

Jesse Lasky will co-produce ‘A 
Connecticut Yankee’ fer Warners as 
the second picture under his con- 
tract with the studio. First w ill be 
Th 1e Adventures of Mark Twain.’ 

‘Yankee’ was filmed twice before, 
in 1921 and 1931. 





with | 
is holding | 


neighbors’ | 





By ROBERT A. McSTAY 
Toronto, Aug. 19. 

Unless Equity revises its proposed 
decision that visiting American play- 
ers to Canada must not accept an 
exchange loss on salary when play- 
ing dates in the Dominion, Canadian 
; theatregoers are henceforth going to 
be frozen this season out of the road- 
| Show circuit. Also actors are going 
to miss three weeks’ work (Toronto- 
Montreal-Ottawa) for the sake of a 
$5.46 discount per $100 in American 
money when they might otherwise 
| be idle during those possible Canad- 
ian play-dates. 

The odd complaint has been filed 
with Equity, specifically on Toronto 
summer season pay-envelopes, re- 
garding the Canadian government's 
imposed discount. The matter was 
scheduled to be taken up today 
(Tuesday) by the Equity council. 
Apparently, the situation has never 
| really beer: clarified but the definite 
opinion among theatre managers and 
producers in Canada is that any 
American actor who has had to take 
|a reputed 18% discount on his Can- 
| adian earnings in the United States 
| has only himself to blame and has 
| gone against all the banking advice 
given him when playing in Canada. 

While unable to personally present 
their arguments to Equity, Ernest M. 
Rawley, manager of the Royal Alex- 

(Continued on page hon 





‘Berlin Loads Up Par $ 
‘Inn’ With 10 Ditties 


| 
| a 
Hollywood, 
| Irving Berlin pulled in 
| York with 10 songs for the Para- 
mount musical, ‘Holiday Inn,’ the 
greatest number of original ditties 
he has ever written for any picture. 
Composer went into a huddle with 
| Mark Sandrich and Elmer Rice to 
'pick a femme lead to work with 
Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire, 


Aug. 19. 
from New 


- 
im 
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Minnesota Indies Would Take 
The Fight to Nye and Wheeler, 


With Frank Pro-Industry Trailers 





+. 
vv 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

Local indepéndent exhibitor lead- 
ers plan to invite producer repre- 
sentatives to a Minnesota conference 
to consider a proposal to answer Uv. 
S. Senators Nye and Wheeler’s in- 
dustry attacks from theatre screens 
in especially prepared trailers that 
would set forth the industry's side 
and leave it to the film public to 
decide whether the denunciation of 
such pictures as the latest ‘March 
of Time,’ ‘Great Dictator,’ ‘So Ends 
Our Night,’ etc., is justified. Under 
the proposal, the producers would 
make and supply the trailers and 
the exhibitors would show them. 

These independent leaders’ posi- 
tion, which they want set forth in 
the trailers, is that ‘it’s the indus- 
try’s duty to denounce Nazi infamy 
from the screen, even though it may 
hurt the boxoffice,’ and that ‘the in- 
dustry deserves praise instead of 
censure for doing it.’ 

They would have the trailers point 
out that everything depicted and re- 
vealed in the so-called ‘propaganda’ 
anti-Nazi films is the absolute truth 
and matters of historical record. The 
trailers would cal] attention to the 
fact that the Nazis themselves not 
only don’t deny, but also glory in 
the brutalities, breaking of treaties, 
throttling of liberties, barbarism, 
etc., dramatized in the pictures that 
Nye and Wheeler dislike. 

The trailers, it’s suggested, wouid 
ask, among other questions, what 
objection can there be, then, to pa- 
rading the situation on the screen; 
as staunch supporters of democracy 
and the American way of life, 
doesn’t it devolve upon pix to do its 
part in keeping Americans awake to 
this menace to civilization, demo- 
cratic institutions and the country’s 
well-being, shouldn't the screen help 


(Continued on page 46) 





Zanuck’s Am. Legion 
Address in Rebuttal 


To Attacks on Pix Biz 





Milwaukee, Aug. 19. 
While many Hollywood stars will 


] i tant tin the A i. 
oe, Se epee Bees ae ee ees |mittee for the announced purpose of | 


can Legion’s national convention 
here in mid-September, one of the 
real highlights of the meet will be 
an address by Darryl Zanuck on 
‘The Motion Picture and Its Contri- 
bution to American Defense,’ an all- 
out reply to recent critics of the in- 
dustry. 

Actors from all major studios will 
be here as convention guests, with 
particular attention being paid to 
Wisconsin’s own contributions to the 
cinema—Pat O’Brien, Spencer Tracy, 
Fredric March, Orson Welles, Don 
Ameche and other Badger-born 
celebrities. 





Zanuck’s D. C. Trip 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Darryl Zanuck planes to Wash- 
ington Wednesday (20) on active 


NY. THEATRE FINALLY 
MAKES WESTERNS PAY 


Western pictures, which never 
went big on Broadway, are proving 
a distinct click on a first-run policy 
at the New York theatre on Broad- 
| way near 42d street. New York 
‘house is plugging them on _ the 
screen and in the theatre lobby, 
with steady trade reported on the 
horse operas, sometimes dualed or 
combined with a mystery who- 
dunit. 

Century theatre has used cowboy 
mellers off and on, but with vary- 
ing results and not always first-run 
or with name western players. 











Soviet Films 
Invade German 
Milwaukee Zone 


Milwaukee, Aug. 19. 

Communists here are becoming 
bolder with their propaganda films, 
with the easement in American- 
Russian relations, and last week 
showed ‘The Mannerheim Line,’ 
|'Soviet production. Exhibition of 
| Russo films is not getting too favor- 
able reaction because so many, in 
this heavily German community, are 
naturally critical of present U. S. 
tolerance of the Reds. 


Despite the inability to secure a 
theatre, the Commys barged right 
ahead and hired Harmony Hall, 
Southside meeting place, staging two 
|performances at night. Shows at- 
tracted nearly 1,000. They were put 
‘on as Commy propaganda, being 


|sponsored by the Press Fund com- 








|raising funds for the Daily Worker, 
|communist newspaper. Copies of 
that publication and other Red 
;pamphlets were distributed to the 
jaudience. There is a chance that 
complete Russian picture stows may 
be presented every month, despite 
( Continued on page 23) 


‘Anti-Nazi League Asks 
Wheeler Also to Probe 








Anti-Nazi 





League 


Fascist Propaganda Pix 


in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday) demanded that 


Bronston Buys Rights 
To Jack London Stories 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Complete writings of Jack London, 
including 90 novels and 300 magazine 
stories and their motion picture 
rights, were bought by Samuel Bron- 
ston through a deal with the widow, 
| Charmian London. 

Bronston has a deal with Columbia 
for the production of ‘Martin Eden,’ 
| after which he will make ‘Valley of 
| the Moon’ independently. 











Commodore Blackton, 
Who Went From Riches 
To Relief, Dies at 66 


J. Stuart Blackton, 66, who as a 
pioneer film producer had been as- 
sociated with Thomas A. Edison, 
died in Hollywood last Wednesday 
night (13) from injuries suffered 
when struck in Hollywood by an 
auto several days previously. 

The producer, who had organized 
the old American Vitagraph Co., the 
first major film-making outfit in this 
country, suffered a fractured skull 
when crossing the street near his 
home in West Los Angeles. His 
wife, the former actress, Evangeline 
Russell, was at his bedside practi- 
cally the entire time after ne was 
taken to the hospital. 

Blackton’s career ran the gamut 
from practically penury as a re- 
porter to riches, then to bankruptcy 
in 1931 and relief in 1935. 

He was one of the first to see the 
possibilities in Edison’s motion pic- 
ture invention, when, as a reporter- 
artist with the old New York Eve- 
ning World, he was assigned to in- 
terview and sketch the inventor. 





Edison, in turn, was so impressed 
with Blackton’s work as an artist 
that he made ae short entitled 


| ‘Blackton, the World Cartoonist.’ 
Head of Vitagraph 

It was soon afterwards that Black- 
ton was able to influence friends 
sufficiently to obtain backing for the 
|formation of the American Vita- 
| graph Co., which in 1925 was sold to 
Warner Bros. for more than $1,000,- 
000. During the days before it was 
sold to Warners, Vitagraph had fos- 
tered many stars, namely Mary 
Pickford, Charlie Chaplin, Wallace 
Reid, Anita Stewart, Maurice Cos- 
tello, Mabel Normand and Norma 
Talmadge, among many others. 
. Blackton started in the film biz 
when he took over one of Edison’s 
projection machines known as the 

( Continued on page 23) 





FOR THE RECORD 


Eugene Lyons Explains Pix Refer- 
ence in His ‘Red Decade’ 








New York, Aug. 14. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The lead story in your Aug. 13 
issue, dealing with Senator Nye’s 
charges, includes this curious para- 
graph: 

‘There is also said to be in the 
hands of the isolationists ad- 
vance proofs of ‘The Red Dec- 
ade,’ new book by Eugene 
Lyons, a substantial portion of 
which is devoted to political ac- 


—— 


~ Fasci-Nazi Flim-Flam Stuff 





Recent renewed efforts of different Axis nations to obtain U. g. 
motion picture films depicting difficulty on the national defense pro- 


gram recall that both the German 


stages of the wer attempted several deals for feature pictures, 


and Italian governments in early 
In 


both instances the deals were engineered by highly intelligent and 


personality femmes who offered to 


pay cash and carry out all book- 


ings of the pictures if the films would be released for distribution in 


Germany and Italy. 


Idea was to break down feeling in certain countries, which the Axis 
wanted to swing to its side without use of arms, such as the Balkans, 
that the U. S. was irrevocably against the Axis. By showing that pice 


tures still were going to Italy and 


Naziland, the fascist governments 


hoped to prove that America still was friendly to the Axis. 

The feminine representatives who tried to engineer the distribution 
deals apparently were American women who had married into Italian 
or German families. None appeared to enjoy her duties but appar- 


ently were fo 


ed to attempt the deals because all their interests now 


are in these two countries. Major film companies bluntly rejected the 
proposals because they had given up distribution in both Italy and 
Germany, and suspected some such artifice. 











Undecided Senatorial Invitation 








to show up, on the witness stand 
before Sept. 8. Will H. Hays, prez 
of Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors of America, Inc., tops the 
bill. Others are Samuel Goldwyn, 
Walter Wanger, Adolph Zukor, J. 
Cheever Cowdin, Harry Cohn, 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Barney Bala- 
ban, George J. Schaefer, Sidney R. 
Kent, Arthur W. Kelly, Nate J. 
Blumberg, Darryl] F. Zanuck, Harry 
M. Warner, and Murray  Silver- 
stone. 

This list, according to Senator 
D. Worth Clark, of Idaho, chairman 
of the committee, constitutes only a 
‘preliminary and fragmentary’ start- 
er. ‘We thought it best,’ he explain- 
ed, ‘to invite first leading producers 
in the motion picture’ industry. 
Other producers, directors, actors 
and prominent persons in the motion 


Air Networks 
Unconcerned 


By Senate Quiz 


The networks are not doing any 
special preparing for the Senate 
Committee’s hearing and it was in- 
dicated yesterday (Tuesday) in web 
quarters that they didn’t expect to 
be asked to produce any information 
that already hasn’t been made avail- 
able in Washington. It was during 
the June-July hearings of the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee’s 
probe into the Federal Communica- | 
tions Commission’s rules on chain | 
broadcasting that Senator Tobey | 
asked that the networks furnish cer- | 
tain information about news com-| 
mentators and airing of programs on | 
the war issue. This the committee | 
received some weeks ago. | 

At the same time the FCC at! 
Tobey’s request sent out question- 
naires to individual stations seeking | 
similar information. The resulting | 
data has also been turned over to| 
the committee. | 

Impression in broadcasting quar- | 
ters is that if the sub-committee 
headed by Senator Clark intends to | 











Continued from page 1 


| of the United States. 








picture industry will be invited at 
subsequent dates.’ 

A catalog of films on the ‘suspected 
list’ has been compiled by the come 
mittee and scripts have been called 
for. These will supply the text for 
the hearings. Most of the pictures 
deal with the war situation, all be- 
ing regarded as pro-British, anti- 
Axis. The producers will be asked © 
questions of which at least one im- 
portant angle will be: ‘Who paid 
for the pictures which flopped at the 
boxoffice?’ 


Technique of the film industry in 
handling the investigation, it is un- 
derstood, will be to let the non-in- 
terventionist committee make the 
field day it desires of the probe. 
Then the industry will put up a 
withering offensive to show that its 
actions were entirely patriotic, and 
adjudged so by a large, majority of 
the press and public. 

Many of the activities, of which 
the committee is expected to squawk, 
it will be shown, were undertaken 
purely at the request of Govern- 
mental departments and high execs 
If doing what 
you can at the request of your 
elected officials, to forward the ace 
cepted policy of your country is un- 
patriotic, then so be it, is the atti- 
tude of the industry. 

Among the tasks undertaken by 
the industry have been the produc- 
tion of training shorts for the Army 
which studios made at cost and for 
which high-priced technicians don- 
ated their services and exhibition of 
many shorts in theatres throughout 
the country for the Army, Navy, 
Dept. of Agriculture and various in- 
dependent agencies, such as the 
Home Owners Loan Corp. and the 
Social Security office. In addition, 
they cooperated in obtaining alum- 
inum for defense in the recent drive 
and are now about to undertake fund 
collection for the USO. That’s all a 
strange form of ‘unpatriotism,’ they 
figure. 

As to who paid the losses on antie 
Nazi pix—a number of the earlie? 
Ones were admittedly money-losers 
—film execs think their books and 
earning statements will show that. 

On the other hand, the exhibitor 
commit’>e set up to pass on all Gov- 
ernmental and semi-Governmental 
shorts, which theatres were asked to 
ryn, can be shown to have turned 


= 





duty call to attend the preview of ; if the Clark Senatorial subcommittee build a case against radio it will| down some of them. This, however, 


, tivities of Hollywood personali- 











Army training films and make a de-| continues with its investigation of 
pro-British propaganda in films and | 
| radio broadcasts, it also should in- 


tailed report to General 
gram being made here. 
Zanuck returns here next Monday 


(25). 





Coughlin’s House Organ 


Joins Pix-Radio Smear which th 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 


George | 
Marshall on the training films pro- 


‘vestigate Nazi and Fascist 


propa- 


ties.’ 
I am not ungrateful for the plug. 
|If Vanrery is half as effective an 





| advertising medium as reputed, the | 


ganda films imported into the United | paragraph should cause a run on the 


| States. League’s statement was ad- 


K. 
Wheeler, chairman of the Senate In- | : 
of | 2 few observations. 


| dressed 


to Senator Burton 


terstate Commerce Committee, 


committee. It said: 


Social Justice, national weekly | The Anti-Nazi League is de- 
newspaper founded by Father | manding of Chairman Wheeler 
Coughlin, and said today to be and his committee that if they 


owned by his parents, has joined in 
the hue for a Federal probe of the 


motion pictures with a back-hand 
slap for the radio. 
In a lengthy editorial, bulked with 


many quotations from Senator Nye | 


the publication proceeds from such 
characterizations as ‘the Ananiases 
of the Motion Picture’ and ‘the 
Caiaphases of Radio’ to wind up with 
the charge that ‘Federal investiga- 
tion of Hollywood has long been 
overdue.’ 

It was declared that Government 
investigation of the interlocking pic- 
ture interests was imminent at the 
time Justice Frank Murphy was re- 
moved as. U. S. Attorney General 


and ‘kicked upstairs’ into the Su- | 


(Continued on page 46) 


proceed with this investigation, 
the sincerity of which is not 
acknowledged, their first step 
should be an investigation of 
' Nazi and Fascist propaganda 
films imported into this country 
| and shown with impunity in 
some communities, sometimes 
privately in an attempt to avoid 
local police regulation... It is the 
responsibility of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Interstate Commerce 
to check this infiltration at its 
source, and further to concern 
itself with propaganda films com- 
ing into this country roundabout, 
through Latin-America. The 
League is also exercised about 
the infiltrations of Nazi propa- . 


( Continued on page 23) 








e Clark group is a sub- 


| bookstores on Aug. 28—publication 
| date—and after. But in the inter- 
ests of accuracy permit me to make 


In the first place, no advance 
proofs went to anyone who could 
be remotely classified as isolation- 
ist. 

Secondly, only one chapter out of 
30-odd is devoted to Hollywood and 


(Continued on page 21) 





N.Y. to i F 


Harry Blair. 

Jack Cohn. 

E. T. Gomersall. 

W. J. Heineman. 

Leo Jaffe. 

Joseph M. McConville. 
Abe Montague. 

Abe Schneider. 

Grad Sears. 

Meredith Willson. 


SAILINGS 


Aug. 8 (Los Angeles to Manila), 
Anna Lee Whitmore (Klaveness). 











tion obtained through the Tobey in- 
quiries. 
| ator Burton K. WHeeler may have 
pretty well shot their bolt against | 


(radio on this issue during these chain 


broadcasting hearings. 





L. A. TON. Y. 


Mary Astor. 
Irving Caesar. 

Leo Carrillo. 
Norman Corwin. 
Julius Epstein. 
Philip Epstein. 
John Frederics. 
Billy Gilbert. 
Nedda Harrigan. 
Dean Jagger. 

Chie Johnson. 
Irving Kumin. 
Jock Lawrence. 
Alexander Moss. 
Joe O’Brien. 

Pat O’Brien. 

Ole Olsen. 

Raoul Pene Du Bo: 
Tyrone Power. 
Jason Robards. 
Fred Runyon. 
Lucien A, Sauvage. 
Abe Schechter. 
Joseph H. Seidelman. 
Blanche Stewart. 


have to be entirely on the informa- | 


Also that Tobey and Sen- | 





Austin Wilder. 


| was either because the quantity was 
too great at any given time, or be- 
| cause they were too poor in quality. 
In one case, Metro is said to have re- 
made two Navy shorts to improve 
them and bring them up to an ac- 
ceptable standard. Exhib reviewing 
committee is headed by R. B. Wilby. 

Investigation was instigated and is 
an outgrowth of charges in the Sen- 
ate by Burton K. Wheeler of Mone 
tana, Bennett C. Clark of Missourl 
and Gerald F. Nye of North Dakota. 
At beginning of present session of 
Congress last January, Senator Clark 
introduced a resolution ‘providing 
for the appointment of a special com- 
mittee to investigate propaganda 
tending to involve the United States 
in war abroad.’ 

This resolve was referred to the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
but it remained pigeonholed inas- 
much as the Administration-con- 
trolled Senate Committe on Audit 
and Control refused to approve an 
appropriation for an inquiry. On 
Aug. 1, Senators Clark and Nye, 
both members of the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, introduced the 
resolution on which the present in- 
vestigation is based. It is a redraft 
of the original Clark proposal, but 
with sharper teeth. It was referred 
at the request of Clark to the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee. 
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Reported hitch in negotiations that 
would cause David O. Selznick to 
follow Frank Capra in withdrawing 
from his pending United Artists deal 
was denied by UA operating head 
Arthur W. Kelly in New York Mon- 
day (18). Kelly declared that the 
pact-drawing was proceeding at such 
a pace that signaturing could be ex- 
pected later this week. 

Speeding the legal phrasemaking 
that will bring Selznick into UA as 
an owner-producer was a Moham- 
med-to-the-mountain technique, Kel- 
ly explained. Ed Raftery, UA coun- 
sel, is tied up at the Crescent Amus. 
Co. anti-trust trial in Nashville, his 
inability to get to the Coast holding 
things up. So Selznick’s counsel last 
week went to Nashville. 

Raftery, as a UA v.p., will probably 
sien the document for the company, 
Kelly said, while Selznick will put 
his signature on it at the Coast to 
cover his end of the bargain. 

Capra pulled out of the UA deal, 
which was supposedly being nego- 
tinted simultaneously with Selz- 
nick’s, because of overlong discus- 
sions that led nowhere and because 
he was ‘unable to meet the people 
that were supposed to be my future 
partners,’ he said. He issued a state- 
ment declaring: ‘I am in the business 
of making pictures. I can’t afford 
to deal forever.’ Capra said he had 
no plans following producing-direct- 
ing job on ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ for 
Warner Bros. at a flat salary. 

Korda’s Key Spot 


Hitch in negotiations that caused 
the Capra chill, and reportedly also 
threatened the Selznick deal, is said 
to be Alexander Korda’s unwilling- 
ness to part with some of the pow- 
eis that Selznick and Capra de- 
manded as bait to come into the 
company. Korda, although only a 
one-third owner in UA, along with 
Mary Pickford and Charles Chaplin, 
is in the dominating position. He is 
understood to feel that, being 
equally as good a producer as Selz- 
nick and Capra, he sees no reason 
why terrific concessions should be 
made to them. 

Kelly stated that negotiations with 
no other prospective producers are 


now going on. ‘We feel that we 
have a sufficient number of pro- 
ducers now,’ he said, ‘but United 


Artists’ door never will be closed, of 
course, to anyone who comes along 
With ability and a great idea.’ 


RKO AGAIN EXTENDS 
K-A-0 BUY TO SEPT. 15 


Radio-Keith-Orpheum again ex- 
tended the final date on which com- 
mon stock of K-A-O would be pur- 
chased by the company at the $5 
price, this time to Sept. 15. Offer 
to purchase the outstanding minority 
interest in the K-A-O common 
made early in July but expiration 
date had been extended until Aug 
15 by previous company action 

Company’s statement 
that holders of the common 
minority interest in K-A-O some 
years ago were entitled to exchange 
their Share for share, for 
common capital shares of predeces- 


was 


pointed out 


stock 


stock, 


sor of the present RKO corporation, | 


but that this no longer is available. 
Reason, of course, is because the old 
company has been entirely reorgan- 
ized since that time. 


Garvey Succeeds To 





Blaustein’s Par Spot 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Stanley Garvey, former reader in 
Paramount's Coast story department, 
has been upped to associate story 
editor. He succeeds Julian Blau- 
Stein who was recently called into 
the Army and is now serving with 
the Training Film Production Unit 
at Fort Monmouth, N. J. 
John Hanagan has also been 
upped and is now scenario assistant 
to William Dozier, Coast story ed 





P.§.—Also Pix 





Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Exhibitors are beginning to 
see the point of the joke them- 
selves by this time. A northside 
theatre is currently running the 
following trailer: 
—— doing every day at 
the ——_——-. 
Monday and Tuesday 
Constance Bennett Cosmetics 
Wednesday and Thursday - 
Bolero Dinnerware 
Friday and Saturday 
Bingo and Jackpot 
P. S. We also show pictures. 


Kelly Confirms 
N.L. Nathanson s 
UA Negotiations 


Negotiations between United Ar- 
| tists and N. L. Nathanson were con- 
|firmed by Arthur W. Kelly, UA 
head, on Monday (18). Nathanson’s 
| contemplated role, Kelly explained, 
'is that of intermediary in providing 











Selmick Expected to Sign UA Pact ; 
hin Week Despite Capra's Bow-Out 


+ 





iget distribution in 


HITLERIGM ONLY 
HASTENED MOVE 


It Was Inevitable That 
Growing Nationalism in. 
All Countries Would Force 
Hollywood to Look Upon 
Foreign Market as a Mere 
By-Product 


CUTTING DOWN 


Long-threatened plan of American 


RELY ON DOMESTIC SALES 








film companies to draw in their 
horns on elaborate foreign distribu- | 
tion setups is nearing actuality. It’s | 
part of the prolonged consideration 
of the proposition that foreign busi- 


ness should be subordinated to do- | 


mestic. While its actual 


Hitler’s campaigns through- 
out Europe, feeling in N. Y. foreign | 
department circles is that growing 
nationalism eventually would have 
brought the same result sooner or 
later. 

With U. S. distributors ordered to 
cease operations in Denmark. Nor- 
way, Belgium, Netherlands, France, 
the Baltic states and the Balkans 
(Germany and Italy had been lost 
previously), many large major com- 
panies have virtually decided to for- 
these 


nations, as 


| the coin to set up an agency within | represented by inexpensive sales or- 


UA to finance its producers. 


| Dealings are said to be proceed-/| even 


ing satisfactorily. 
Alexander Korda handling the com- 
pany’s end of the negotiations. He’s 
expected back in New York from 
| the Coast next week to continue the 
huddles with the top-ranking Cana- 
dian exhib and former head of Fa- 
mous Players-Canadian. 


NW ALLIED ALL HET UP 
OVER U’S ‘NAVY’ TERMS 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

Northwest Allied members are 
considering a number of test suits 
by individual exhibitors against Uni- 
versal, alleging breach of contract 
because the company insists on plac- 
ing ‘In the Navy’ in its already filled 
top group. While company informs 
exhibitors they don’t have to take 
‘Navy’ if they don’t want it at the 
demanded terms, those holding Uni- 
versal 1940-41 contracts claim they’re 
entitled to the film in a lower group. 
Northwest Allied leaders point out 








| time after its 


ganizations in individual countries, | 


after the war. Then suck: | 


with UA-owner |countries would be supplied Ameri- 


can pictures when and if native dis- 
tributors make deals and lay the 
coin on the line in New York. Other- | 
wise it’s no dice. 

Admittedly, such breakup of any | 
sales organization in these foreign | 
lands will apply mostly to the con- | 
tinent of Europe and the Orient dur- | 
ing the present war, and for some | 
conclusion. But ulti- | 
mately it might extend to other na- 


tions where a growing nationalistic 


spirit evident, and the yen to run | 
ithe film business threatens such 
sales alignment. But it possibly 


} 


;} would not alter setups of companies 


spread of nat 


| circles 
|off the foreign 
iduction must 


|creased taxe 


that it was released during the life | 


of the present contract. 

The independent exhibitor group 
also is wrathy because Universal in- 
sists that theatres holding the pic- 
ture over for a single day pay the 
full contract price specified for the 
original run 

At the Northwest Allied conven- 
tion here the organization rejected a 
proposal to pull all Universal dates 
Now, however, the exhibitors, who 
have failed to thresh out their dif- 


ferences with the company through | 


individual negotiations, 
arms and there are uttered threats 


are up in| 


of date-pulling as well as breach of | 


| contract suits 





| Anything for a Pal 


| Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

| Ted Tetzlaff temporarily dunked 
his director title at Paramount to 
move over to Columbia in the old 
capacity aS cameraman for ‘Miss 
Madden Is. Willing.’ 

Shift was the result of a plea by 
Mitchell Leisen, director of ‘Miss 
Madden,’ for whom Tetzlaff lensed 
several pictures. Through an agree- 
ment with Paramount, Tetzlaff’s con- 
tract is suspended until he finishes 
at Columbia, after which he returns 


te his home lot as a director. 








with 
such as Metro. 


extensive theatre operations 


Attuned to Domestic Take 


Back of all this, aside from the 
onalistic spirit, is the 
belief in N. Y. executive 
that the so-called cream is 
market, and that pro- | 
be strictly attuned to 
This is evident in 
coin restrictions, in- 
and other restrictions. 
It not only cuts into income but 
threatens to make any extensive dis- 


growing 


domestic take 


various quotas, 


tribution setup a costly affair. Hence 
the urge to sell direct to distribu- 
tors right in N. Y., as is done in 
South Af with South African 
Theatres 20th-Fox and Metro 
make a pretense of making sep 
arate deal vay from this cir 
which has headquarters in N. Y.). | 
Although such plans for selling in| 
N.Y. will not apply to U.S. distrib 
uto! sale rganizations in most 


British Empire 
Latin-Americas 


countries and the 


restrictive measure 


might conceivably cause withdrawal 
later from some of these. 

This nationalistic spirit and urge | 
to soak the U.S. film business has | 
caused the bulk of woes in foreign 
distribution during recent years. If | 


the principal cause of such woes | 
can be removed better business will | 
result, it is believed, by many for- | 
eign department execs. 
Mexico for Instance 

Most recent example of how the 
heat is applied to American film 
companies having elaborate distribu- | 
tion setups is Mexico where the} 
unions are demanding higher wages 
again. It’s an old story with U. S. 
distribs, and likely to come up again 
and again. While exhibitors in Mex- | 
ico admit their patrons demand | 
Yank films, the distributors are at 
the mercy of the unions because | 
they have their own offices and di 


| Shooting stage are ‘Lorna Henry,’ ‘No 


leaux’. In 


| wrangling 


ithe pix or not 


| duction schedule, 


Goetz First Making 


‘American Way 


For RKO Before He and Ratoff Start 


Any Other Deal 


: Favors Prod. East 





Clocking the Laughs 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

New sound device, which 
might be called a gagometer, 
was introduced by Hal Roach at 
the preview of ‘Thanks a Million’ 
in a theatre in Glendale, Cal. 
Machine works on the theory 
of a seismograph, except that it 
records laughs instead of earth- 
quakes. 6 

Idea is to eliminate gags that 
don’t register. 


Lesser's 7 RKO 








consum- | e 
mation undoubtedly has been speed- | ] ms: ell ay | 
ed by , 


Resume at UA 


| would 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Sol Lesser has 


produce! 


been handed exec 
reins on seven pix at RKO 
which he hopes to 


wind up before 


his reported departure from the 
studio at the end of the year, it is 
understood. Five of the Lesser films 
are now in work and two are coming 
up. Pix now in the scripting or 
More Gas,’ ‘Growing Pains,’ ‘Valley 
of the Sun,’ and ‘Passage from Bord- 
the future are ‘Hit the 
Deck’ LA.R. Wylie 
‘Keeper of the Flame,’ 
star Cary Grant. 

Lesser 


and an story, 


which will 
was only recently named 
exec producer on A pix on the RKO 
lot. He retains a commitment to 


(pesky ; 
| United Artists, for whom he was pro- 


ducing 
over to 


independently before 
RKO. There was 
with UA over four pix 
that organization, but it died 
without any announcement as 
to whether Lesser was still to deliver 


going 
some 


due 
down 


It now appears that 
he will return to his indie status and 
make the UA pix after helping to 


start the new RKO studio regime, 
headed by Joe Breen, on its way 
Breen, it is understood, is in com- 
plete contro] at the studio, with full 
authority to take whatever steps he 
desires As a result, many heads 
from past regimes are said to have 
quietly fallen or are about to fall. 
Harry Edington, who came in a little 
more than a year ago as exec pro- 
ducer, remains on the lot for another 
few months until h pact expire 


MONOGRAM TO RELEASE 
COLONNADE PICTURES 


Miami, Aug. 19 
A hereby Monogram 
1 1 e f ire films turned out 
t C e Studios here were 
completed this week by George 
Hirliman, executive producer of the 


organization 


First of seven picture: 
I 


| to be made under this setup will be 


‘Here Come the Marines,’ based on 
a story by Howard Stoneman, co-| 
featuring Wallace Ford, Toby Wing 
Grant Withers. Louis Gasnier 
will direct. Others tabbed for early 
production include ‘Mosquito Fleet,’ | 
‘Flame Fighters,’ ‘Men in Blue,’ | 
‘Tiger and the Lady’ and ‘The}| 
Sponger.’ | 

| 

| 


and 


Hirliman leaves for the Coast this 
week to sign players for entire pro- 


| 
i 
; 
| 





2 
i 


|UA had hopes 





‘The American Way’ is virtually 
certain to be filmed for RKO this 
season, according to Harry M. Goetz, 
now in New York. He also disclosed 
that he is unable to accept the deal 
| Offered him and Gregory Ratoff to 
produce for United Artists until the 
‘Way’ commitment to RKO is cleared 
up 

Being determined now, Goetz said, 
fis whether RKO will allow him to 
fulfill his desire to produce the big 
Broadway legiter of several seasons 
ago in the east, as he desires. Pact 
under which he and Max Gordon 
|agreed to make the film for RKO 
calis for them to do so on the com- 
pany’s lot, entailing usual rental and 
studio overhead payments, and it will 
have to be produced on the Coast if 
RKO won't go for the eastern idea, 
Goetz said. 

He confirmed reports. that he had 
had some talks with United Artists 
execs regarding the presidency of 
that company, for which he has been 
rumored, but would go no further in 
his comments. He did add, however, 
that the only basis on which he 
consider the post would be 
with complete control. 

Studio Goetz contemplates using 
if New York production plans jell is 
the Eastern Service at Astoria, Long 
Island, although he emphasized that 





he hasn’t even spoken about it yet 
to its operators. He foresees no dif- 
ficulties, however. He also added 


that he has not contacted the New 
York unions yet, pending his answer 
from RKO, but that if the unicns re- 


'fuse to allow him to bring the key 


technicians he wants from the Coast, 
the whole N. Y. idea will be off. 


Hankers for N. Y. 


If and when he and Ratoff are 
able to accept the proffered pro- 
ducership from United Artists, Goetz 
said, he definitely will make the pic- 
tures in New York providing satis- 
factory studio and union arrange- 
ments can be made. First UA pie 
contemplated is reported to be 
‘Money in Her Purse’ with Joan 
Fontaine, but Goetz denied anything 
on that score is definite yet. Bank of 
America and Guaranty Trust Co. are 


aid to be putting up coin. 


Arthur W. Kelly, UA head, con- 
firmed in New York, Monday (18) 
that no deal with Goetz and Ratoff 
has been gned, although an offer 
had been made to them and they 
had accepted, without either party 
going into detail 

Goetz is enthusiastic about work- 
ing in the east, a project he has had 
in mind for a number of year He 
figures he can more easily obtain 
the service in New York of star 
name whose studio deals allow 
them one off-the-lot picture a year 
than coul Hollywood He 
foresees using many Broadway 

Another added advantage 

té | i g “¢ iter pre KITT ++ t< +} e 

of fresh story material He 

1 a : } I. 

eater cost New York on 
he C { 

‘American WV ’" one of 1! t 
expensive legite1 ever pl ed 
, I ht RKO for $250,000 un- 
der an arrangement with Gordon 
and Goetz, who also had a part in 
the Broadway productior Goetz 
has been trying for more than a 


year to obtain the heavy coin to flim 
it, even going so far as to make ap- 
peals on the story’s patriotic merit. 
recently that Goetz 
could arrange to obtain a release on 
it from RKO and make it for UA, 


| but that plan apparently fizzled. 


Panzer Pilot Beery 


Hollywood, Aug. 19 


Wallace Beerv becomes an army 


| tank chauffeur in ‘Steel Cavalry,’ to 


tributing machinery on the ground. , 
But if the same pictures were sold 
directly to some foreign distrib, it | 
would be up to him to face new} 


| demands, legislation, etc 


be produced by Metro with Govern- 
ment cooperation at Fort Knox, Ky., 
and Fort Lewis, Wash. 

S. Sylvan Simon is director and 
J. Walter Ruben producer, 
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Metro-L.A. Times Peace at the Price 
Of Richard Griffith's Film Column 





—— -—— ---—- vr 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Advertising armistice was de- 
clared by Metro and the Los An- 


geles Times, putting an end to a feud 
which began several weeks ago when 
a New York column, written by 
Richard Griffith and printed in the 
Times, took a punch at the Metro 
picture, ‘Blossoms In the Dust,’ 
after the local reviewers, Ed Schal- 


lert and Philip K. Scheuer, had 
patted it on the back. After a 
huddle with the editors, Louis B. 


Mayer ordered 70 inches of adver- 
tising for ‘Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy,’ the same amount of space 
bought in the Los Angeles Exam- 
iner. Times agreed to eliminate the 
Gr ffith column. 

Peace treaty does not include 
Paramount, Warners and Pantages 
theatres, still peeved about one of 
Jimmie Fidler’s columns, declaring 
that no motion picture is worth more 
than two bits. Fidler situation will 
be discussed in a diplomatic way at 
a meeting to be called by Y. Frank 
Freeman, president of the Motion 
Picture Producers Association, with 
a view to straightening out the dif- 
ficulties between film makers, thea- 
tres and newspapers. 





Fidler Chided 
Detroit, Aug. 19. 


Jimmie Fidler was sassed back by 
Alex Schreiber, of the Associated ; 
Theaters Circuit here, for his recent | 
contention that film theatre prices 
are too high. 

Scoffing at the charge that the 
picture business would be better off 
at lower prices, Schreiber pointed 
out that those in the $125 a month 
income class are chiefly nabe house- 
goers and in Devroit are getting 
close to a four-hour picture bill for 
prices ranging from 15c to 25c. 

He pointed out that in competing 
amusement fields the low income 
earner was spending from 5c to 15c 
for an amusement park ride lasting 
at best two minutes, and was plunk- 
ing down from 15¢e to 50c in ‘fire 
traps’ and spending more in drinks 
in the process. 


3B&K INCH 
CUT TO 65e TOP 


a 








Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Balaban & Katz instituted a price 
cut in three of its loop theatres, 
United Artists, Roosevelt and Apollo, 
reducing down the line to a nicht 
top of 65c. Unusual in this price 
slash is that the lead was taken by 
Loew’s, which has the United Art- 





Delays on Coast 





Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Government priorities on steel 
will hold up construction of 
about 30 theatres in the Coast 
area. 
More than $3,000,000 has been 
earmarked for the new houses. 


BILL FOREMAN’S 
POOLED CHAIN 
OF 8 IN NW 


Seattle, Aug. 19. 


With the new Vision, seating 825, 
nearing completion at Longyiew, to 
open Oct. 1, Bill Foreman, formerly 
general manager and film buyer for 
the Sterling (John Danz) chain, has 
consummated a merger and pooling of 
houses in Longview, Kelso, St. 
Helens and Salem, to create a new 
circuit of eight theatres. He has 
formed the United Theatres Corp., 
of which he is general manager and 
buyer, with h.q. in Seattle. 

Merger includes Columbia and 
Roxy, both in Longview; Kelso the- 
atre of Kelso, all three formerly 
owned and operated by Bill Ripley, 
and the Liberty, Kelso, of which 
Basil Basher was former owner and 
operator. These men remain with 
the new company. Pooled with these 
five houses are two in St. Helens, 
Ore. (Columbia and Roxy) and one 
in Salem (Grand), owned by Fore- 
man. 

Ron Harrigan is new manager of 
the two St. Helens houses, succeed- 
ing Albert Foreman, brother of Bill, 
who is new manager at Salem. 
Foreman acquired the Salem house 
two weeks ago. The other first-run 
spot in the Oregon capital city is the 
Elsinore, Warner house. 

With big electrical power develop- 
ment at Bonneville, that entire re- 
gion is perking up. Shipbuilding 
and aluminum industries are boom- 
ing, with the good effects overflowing 











| to the towns Foreman is putting into 
| the pooled operations. 


Longview is 
a lumber center of 15,000 pop; Kelso 
is busy dairy center of 8,000; St. 
Helens has 6,000 pop and Salem 
comes along with 12,000. 


HARRY B. FRENCH G.M. 
FOR PARAMOUNT NW 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 











ists, but operated through B.&K. 
Distribution end of Loew’s, asked 


that the price be sliced at the UA, | 
fee'ing that the resultant upswing in| manager of the Minnesota Amus. Co. 


grosses would mean an extra chunk 
of coin for the exchange. 


Harry B. French, veteran North- 
west showman, has been appointed 
assistant to the president and general 


(Paramount circuit), John J. Friedl. 


This is} The post formerly was held by L. J. | 


one of the rare instances when a Ludwig, who resigned more than a 
distribution outfit has asked for any| year ago to become an exhibitor on 


price cut in ac missions, since most his own account and to embark in 


distribs 
prices, 
flix’:ers. 
With 
B.&K. 


for 
percentage 


kcep banging 
especially for 


the UA’s 


followed 


price reduction, 
with similar price 


and Roosevelt. However, the Gar- 
rick remains at 75c top at night, this 
house being used as a holdover spot 


mostly from the Chicago, which is| 


regularly at 75c top. 


JAS. JAFFURS’ FAMILY 








Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 
James Jaffurs, local exhib, and 
four members of his family were 
critically injured last week when 
their car was siceswiped by a truck 
near Reading, Pa., while the Jaffurs 








were en route home from a vacation. 
The exhib suffered head injuries 
and face cuts; his wife had two frac- 
tured ribs; one daughter, Helen, had 
a broken collarbone and another, 
Virginia, a broken wrist, and a son, 
Carl, had a broken leg. Another son, 
Alex, was not injured. 


They were all removed to a Read- 


higher | the screen advertising business. The | 
| vacancy had not been filled up to 
| this time. 


French has been Minnesota Amus. 


| district manager for Southern Liin- | 
slices in its own run houses, Apollo | 


nesota and South Dakota and also 
| will continue to handle that <ssign- 
|ment. He left his own theatres in 
| Mankato, Minn., in 1925 to join the 
staff of the old Finkelstein & Ruben 
circuit, the Minnesota Amus. Co. 
predecessor, as assistant to the gen- 
eral manager of out-of-town thea- 
tres. When Paramount-Publix took 


}over the F. & R. chain in 1929, he 


IN BAD AUTO CRACKUP, 


continued with the circuit. 


Can’t Lose Lubin 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Arthur Lubin, who has directed alk 
the Abbott and. Costello pictures at 
Universal, continues as pilot of their 
next, ‘Keep ’Em Flying.’ 

Picture starts Aug. 28, when the 
comics return from their eastern 
tour. 








COMES THE BLOWUP 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
RKO assigned Edmond O’Brien as 
male topper in the Cliff Reid produc- 
tion, ‘Powder Town,’ scheduled for 
a September start. 








in= hospital and at last reports will 
recover. 


Picture, based on a novel by Max 
Brand, deals with munitions, 


ALL-KANSAS CITY PIC 
PROD., ‘RODEO RHYTHM’ 


Kansas City, Aug. W. 


Outdoor scenes on feature film, 
‘Rodeo Rhythm,’ featuring Roy 
Knapp’s Rough Riders of Kansas 
City, Kan., and being produced by 
Leo J. McCarthy and Martin Finkel- 
stein, are being shot at Platte City, 
Mo., 25 miles north of here, this 
week. 

McCarthy, head of Del-Cal Thea- 
tres, Inc., the producing company, is 
a former Fox-Midwest Theatre exec 
who was assistant to Elmer Rhoden, 








present divisional manager, and de- 


azo. 
Film is to be strictly a K. C. ven- 
ture, with exception of technical crew 


‘cided to produce film several months 
} 


| headed by Fred Newmeyer, director, 


and Fred Scott, ¢einging buckaroo 
who will have the lead in the film. 
Local tests for talent wound up with 
Patricia Redpath being selected for 


femme lead opposite Pat Dunn, 
WDAF singer. June Pilley, Lois 
Bridge and John Frank, localites, 


also have supporting roles. 

Script is based on a story idea by 
Landon Laird, columnist for the 
Kansas City Star, and scenes, besides 
those at Platte City fairgrounds, will 
be shot at Houston Lake, near Park- 
ville, 10 miles north of K. C., and at 
the Yoden farm at Olathe, Kan., 20 
miles south. All of the 30 or more 
Rough Riders will be in film with 
featured parts going to Roylene 
Smith, Vernon Brown and Gloria 
Morse. Music by Morrill Moore, 
manager of the Fox Midwest’s Isis 
theatre here, and’ his son Gene Moore, 
including four songs, ‘Rodeo Rhythm,’ 
‘Short Stirrups,’ ‘Little Saddle,’ ‘Hit- 
ting the Trail.’ A fifth song, ‘Lullaby 
to a Little Cowboy,’ has been secured 
by McCarthy from Buddy Jones. 
Score and dialog is being recorded in 
the studios of WHB here. 


RKO This Year Doubles 
6-Month Net Profit; 
Up to $485,605 


RKO net profit for the 26 weeks 
ended last July 5 totalled $485,605 or 
more than twice as much as the 
$220.819 shown in the corresponding 
six months of 1940. Actual profit 
from operations, before deductions 
for depreciation, provision for in- 
come taxes and preferred divvy of 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum was $1,419,- 
314 or about $6,000 below compar- 
able 26-week period last year. Com- 
pany showed a loss of $158,321 in 
the June quarter as compared with 
$314,269 loss in 1941. 

RKO report reveals that $667,753 
was written off for depreciation, con- 
trasted with $726,643 in the corre- 
sponding period of 1941. Also that 
provision for income taxes amounted 
| to $213,456, far less than the $331,740 
| in the 1941 period. Company also 
|saved on the K-A-O preferred divi- 
dend distribution, showing only $52,- 
| 500 as paid in the 26 weeks, com- 
| pared with $146,387 paid out in the 


| first six months last year. 











| was figured at 30% compared with 
24% rate in 1940. No provision is 
made for excess profits tax because 
the corporation is figured as not be- 
ing liable in this respect. 


RKO ANNUAL EARNINGS 1930-41 


Net profit, except as noted. 





___ SREEEGS see Pinna $3,385,628 
| See t+ 5,660,771 
SAR ere ee t+ 10,695,503 
DC Loreeebhavekwewss tt 4,384,064 
SN 646s.5664o04000 00 + 310,575 
DE cekicebaves een one t 684,7333 
Sr Te Tee t 2,485,911 
Di iwectbaiveesoanns t 1,821,166 
SR Pere ere t 18,605 
NG 5 id tiie eeee a eeed sf 186,495 
Sere ee ere + 695,416 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$535,088 +$314,269 $95,367 +279,230 

(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$643,926 +$158,321 ...... oor 

+ Deficit. 


t Before provision for subsidiary 
corporation preferred dividend, 





MEETS MELFORD, TOO 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Frank Melford drew the associate 
producer chore on _ ‘Scattergood 
Meets Broadway.’ which started yes- 
terday (Mon.) with Guy Kibbee in 
the top role. 
Picture is being made by Jerry 
Brandt’s Pyramid Prodyctions for 





RKO release. 


Provision for Federal income taxes | 


Tough Judge Claps Sol Krim Into 
Jail for 6 Mos.; Admish Tax Rap 





Maybe 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 

Maybe it’s the heat and, then 
again, maybe it’s cold feet. 

Meeting of the local exhibitors 
here to plan a single-feature 
formula for this area, entirely 
double-bill, came to an end be- 
cause the attendance was too 
slight to accomplish anything. It 
was decided the hot weather was 
to blame and the meetings were 
shoved over for another month. 


9 PM. FEATURE 
FOR DEFENSE 
WORKERS | 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 

Because of odd hour shifts in the 
defense industries, United Detroit 
Theatres is experimenting with a 
later start in one of its downtown 
houses. Chosen for the experiment 
is the Broadway-Capitol, second-run 
loop house, which will time the main 
feature to start at approximately 9 
p.m., the second picture tagged later. 
Idea is that there is a considerable 
number of workers coming off shifts 
late in the day who can’t hit the down- 
town belt before that hour. Working 
in reserve, the early shift men, the 
3 and 4 p.m.ers, can catch the sec- 
ondary feature early, catch the main 
feature at a reasonable time in the 
evening for getting home éarly or 
just confine themselves to the chief 
picture. 

Setup furnishes a good basis of 
comparison, for under the chain’s 
policy other second-run houses are 
using the same bill which permits 
cross-checking. Experiment also is 
expected to give a line on the 
strength of solo pictures, again re- 
ported in the offing in this solidly 














double-feature stronghold. 


KERR SUPPORTS COHN’S | 


SQUAWK VS. DISTRIBS: 


Omaha, Aug. 19. 

An intervenor has joined the ac- 
tion of M. S. Cohn against Metro, 
Warners, 20th-Fox, RKO and Para- 
mount, filed with Byron Pulis, secre- 
tary of the local arbitration board. 
Cohn, who owns and operates the 
Strand, across the river in Council | 
Bluffs, Ia., has asked discontinuance 
of the 20-day clearance program in 
vogue in the Omaha territory and 
levels his action against the five 
companies. The intervenor is E. W. 
Kerr, operator of the Broadway, also 
in Council Bluffs. He is backing 
the Cohn action. 

The Cohn complaint is the first 
received here since opening of the 











| 





arbitration office under the consent 
decree. Pulis declares the hearing 
will be set for about Sept. 1. 








N.Y. Musicians’ Drive | 
On Strength of ‘Consent’ 


New York musicians union direct- 
ed Monday (18) a circular letter to 
independent exhibitors appealing to 
them to make wider use of live mu- 
sicians now that the motion picture 
consent decree, as the letter phrased 
it, had ‘restored to theatre men some 
measure of free competition and 
liberty’ in making up their programs. 
The union said that it felt that, with 
the exhibs free to pick their own 
fare and nut have to pay for product 
shelved, they ought to ‘find oppor- 
tunity to share this economic libera- 
tion with their patrons’ by including 
the entertainment of live musicians. 

The circular was signatured by 
Jack Rosenberg and William Fein- 
berg, president and v.p., respectively, 
of Local 802. 


Slightly Tarnished 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
Gold Seal Productions, Inc., is de- 














fendant in a _ creditor’s petition, 
charging. insolvency, in Federal 
court. 


Petitioner, Clifford Sanforth, filed | 
a claim for $12,375. 





Detroit, Aug. 19, 

Declaring that this was no time 
to be meddling with Uncle Sam's 
taxes, Federal Judge Frank A. 
Picard grew tough here and clapped 
Sol Krim, operator of the Krim Bros, 
Theatrical Enterprises and the 
Stramer Theatre Corp., into Federal 
prison for six months for evasion of 
payment of admission taxes and em. 
bezzlement of U. S. funds. The 
judge also waxed wrathy about 
‘polo-playing theatre owners trying 
to gallop along with the Hollywood 
crowd,’ in nicking Mac  Krim, 
brother and co-partner in the chains, 
for a heavy fine. The latter was a 
member of polo teams here and fre- 
quently played on Hollywood teams. 
Nominal fines of $1 were laid against 
the two concerns. 

The brothers had pleaded guilty 
after a Federal grand jury indicted 
them on charges of having failed to 
turn over in excess of $3,000 col- 
lected in taxes on admission tickets 
in their theatres here between July 


and October, 1940. Under the in- 
dictments, each containing eight 
counts, the brothers could have 


rolled up a maximum penalty of 40 
years and fines of $40,000 since the 
law provides a maximum penalty of 
five years’ imprisonment and a $5,000 
fine on each count. However, the 
prison sentence was a rarity since 
for first offenses on guilty pleas on 
similar tax claims the procedure 
usually is collection of the unpaid 
taxes, plus fine and probation. The 
sentence of the older Krim indicated 
a new toughness on the part of the 
courts for tax skipping. 


RKO'S $30,000 
FOR D.C. NOVEL 


RKC last week paid $30,000 for 
screen rights to ‘Lona Henry,’ new 
novel by Polan Banks which will be 
published shortly by William Mor- 
row. Banks, who authored ‘The 
Great Lie,’ in which Bette Davis ap- 
peared for Warner Bros., is currently 
working on the RKO lot on the 
screenplay of ‘Lona.’ It’s localed in 
Washington and deals with the sac- 
rifices made by a woman to allow 
her husband to continue his public 
career. 

Paramount and 20th-Fox are inter- 
ested in ‘Barometer Rising,’ a first 
novel by Hugh MacLennan. An 
aviation story, it may be purchased 
this week. It will be published in 
the fall by Duell, Sloan & Pearce. 

Monogram acquired ‘Storm Out of 
the West,’ by Michael Healey. 

Metro purchased ‘Hobbies Across 
the Sea,’ by Georges Labrousse. 


ROGERS PITCHES INDIE 
SETUP, NO RELEASE YET 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Charles R. Rogers, who recently 
split with Columbia, moved his staff 
into new quarters on the RKO- 
Pathe lot in Culver City. 

Plans call for several independent 
productions, although no *releasing 
deals have been disclosed. 

















Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Phil Silvers drew player contract 
at Warners. 

Dan Duryea inked actor pact with 
Samuel Goldwyn. 

Patsy Kelly signed to two-picture 
acting deal by RKO. 

Gene Tierney renewed by, 20th- 
Fox. 

Renee Haal penned player 
with RKO. ° 

Dooley Wilson signed player pact 
with Paramount. 

Joan Merrill drew acting ticket at 
RKO. - 

Fay McKenzie joined Republics 
player contract list. 5 

Robert Smith signed to an acting 
pact at RKO. 

John Sutton’s player option picked 
up at 20th-Fox. 

Corinne Mura, Spanish 
inked a contract at RKO. 

Marie McDonald given a player 
ticket at Universal. 


deal 


singer, 
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FBI QUIZ INTO PIX LABOR 





+ 


10,000 Film Technicians Effect 


Own Labor 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Strike of 10,000 film technicians 





was averted last night (Monday) 
when the Producers’ Assn. an- 
nounced that its labor-negotiating 


committee had reached an agree- 
merit with Local 683 of the Labora- 
tory Technicians’ union. Marked 
the first time an IATSE local was 
permitted to negotiate a deal for its 
own membership and forecasts the 
end of eastern hoodlum contrel of 
studio labor negotiations. Producers 
also agreed to negotiate with other 
IATSE locals. 

Sixteen-month deal swung by Lo- 
cal 683 calls for a minimum six- 
hour call, substantial wage increases 
for all classifications and improved 
working conditions. Deal came on 
the heels of the local’s announce- 
ment of a strike vote meeting called 
for Sunday (24). Support pledges 
had been obtained from other locals. 

Contract makes a cumulative week 
now 54 hours, against the previous 
setup of 60 hours, with time-and-a- 
half after 40 hours, time-and-a-half 
after 36 hours for those subject to 
36 accumulative hours or after eight 
hours any one day. Top classifica- 
tions draw pay scales now ranging 
from $66.55 to $119.79 weekly. Other 
groups below those also received siz- 
able boosts in their hourly pay, scale, 
some such increases being as much | 
as 25c an hour. 


20th- Fox’ s $457,189 
Net Profit, Against 
$236,163 Loss Last Yr. 


Showing 
352 in the second quarter ended 
June 28, as compared with the cor- 


Deal With Studios 





a 





result 


‘Hit the Deck’ Remake 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


New film version of ‘Hit the Deck,’ 
old Vincent Youmans musical, is 
slated for a remake at RKO, with 
Ray Bolger as male lead and David 
Feitler as director. 

Songs will be new, with the ex- 
ception of ‘Hallelujah,’ outstanding 
tune of the original production in 
1930. 


DISNEY SHUTS 
DOWN FOR 2 
WEEKS 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Walt Disney studio closed Mon- 
day (18) for two weeks. Only main- 
tenance crews and employes on un- 
finished tasks are at work. Closing 











| announcement by Gunther Lessing, 


company -v.p. and attorney, came as 


of the Screen Cartoonists 
| Guild protest of the earlier layoff 
|of 207 Guild members against 49 


| non-Guilders. 


James F. Dewey, Federal concilia- 
tion commissioner, whose recent 
award ended the two months’ Dis- 


an sianasiiauaiel of $693,- | ney strike, is expected here to dehigrs' 
| layoffs and shutdown. 
| part, explained the shutdown as tol- 


Company, i 


responding quarter last year, 20th- | lows: ‘This company cannot pay sal- 
Fox last week reported net profit of | aries of hundreds of employes for 
$457,189. This compares with a loss| whom it has no present use. We 


of $236,163 for the second quarter | 
of 1940. 

Company’s consolidated net profit 
for the first 26 weeks this year to- 
talled $861,278, or about $750,000 bet- 
ter than the first half of 1940 when 
the company reported only $117,213 
net profit. 20th-Fox six-month earn- 
ings are after paying federal income 
taxes and deducting $1,500,000 as re- 
serve for foreign assets. Only $800,- 
000 was written off in comparable 26 
weeks last year as reserve for for- 
eign assets. 

Gross income from all sources for 
the corporation totalled $121,652,127 
Expenses were listed as $19,065,612 
of which $12,309,344 covered amor- 
tization of production and other 
costs. 20th-Fox wrote off $141,844 
for depreciation of fixed assets, not 
including depreciation of $365,699 on 
studio buildings, equipment, etc., 
which was absorbed in 
costs. Federal income taxes for the 
six months were figured at $74,300. 


1935-40 


Net profit, except as noted: (*) deficit 
1935.... $3,090,135 


20th-Fox Earnings, 


2036... 7,722,955 

1987... 8,617,114 

1938. . 7,252,467 

er 4,663,009 

ee atid *517,336 
(1940 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Qui urter 
$353,376 *$236,163 *$1,192,824 $558,275 

(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 

Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 


$404,089 $457,189 


Three A’s in Third 





Block From 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


ductions, beginning with 
Water,’ slated for Oct. 17. 


Green Was My Valley, 
firm or Deny,’ Nov. 28, 
ber the Day,’ Dec. 5. 


” Nov. 14; 
and ‘Remem- 


production | 


| way 


‘Con- 


| have expressed complete willingness 


to accept the formula offered by 
Government representatives. We 
stand ready to pay full compensa- 
tion to employes whom federal ar- 
bitrator feels under terms of award 
to have been wrongfully laid off. 
The union rejected the Govern- 
ment’s proposal and declares that if 
we attempt to follow it will take ac- 
tion against us. In view of this, we 
have no 
plant until the 
upon the personnel 
the award.’ 

In the meantir 
closely check ew.ployes reporting for 
work and there’s any dis- 
crimination the union; and 


arbitrator passes 
laid off under 


see if 
against 


also stands by its charge that the 
original layoff plans indicated the 
Disney company was more inter- 


ested in trying to break the union 


than reaching an amicable agree- 
ment. SCG brands the shutdown a 
‘lockout.’ charging the company 
‘chows bad faith in accepting the | 
Government’s strike arbitration | 
award 


Neagle-Wilcox Finally 
Get Visas, Clipper Of 


Anna Neagle 
clippered from New 
to London yesterday 
after a two-weeks delay 


(Tuesday) 


be made at 


will be starred. 


Pic will be included 


(13). 
outside picture each 12 months. 


On completion of 
| fim, Miss Neagle will 





alternative than close the | 





| pective Government 
| under 


and Herbert Wilcox | 
York on their 


caused by 
difficulty in getting Portuguese visas. 
Wilcox will produce-direct a film to 
the ’.Denham studios, 
|near London, on the life of British 
| aviatrix Amy Mollison. Miss Neagle 

in a new 
RKO release deal signed by Wilcox 
ijlast Wednesday 

Third book-of-five pictures to be! seven films in three years and al- 
released by 20th-Fox under the con-/lows the Wilcox-Neagle team one 
sent decree contains three ‘A’ pro- | 
‘Swamp | 


It calls for 


the Mbollison 
return to 
Others are ‘Hot Spot,’ Oct. 31; ‘How | America for a cross-Canadian tour 
in behalf of the Air Marshall Bishop 
Fund for the Air Cadet League of 
| Canada. 





WANTS TO KAYG 
CAPONE GANG’ 


Chi Mob Influence in Studio 
Labor a Moot Subject of 
Federal Agents’ Interroga- 
tions of Union Leaders 








QUESTION OF DEALS 





Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Quizzing of studio labor leaders by 
FBI agents indicates the Government 
is interested in eliminating the entire 
‘Capone gang’ influence from labor 
control. Probe seems to be centering 
on why certain wage agreements are 
signed with independent producers 
and not with major companies. 

Harold V. Smith, chairman of the 
Studio Business Representatives 


| Committee, and former international 


representative of the IATSE, re- 
portedly was quizzed for several 
hours recently. He is said to have 
been asked why favorable contracts, 
signed with indie producers (about 
60 contracts) had not been put in 
effect with majors. 


Officials of Laboratory Local 683, | Dominion’s 
Moving Picture | 


and Herb Sorrell, 
Painters Local 644, were reported 
queried along the same lines. Also 
asked their knowledge of Frank Nitti, 


Humphreys and others whose names | Closed that FPC has caused issuance 


are linked with IATSE control. 


BIOFF-BROWNE TRIAL ° 
SET OVER TO SEPT. 8 


Trial of William Bioff and George 
E. Browne, west coast representative 
and president of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical 
ployees, respectively was postponed 
Monday (18) to Sept. 8 in N.Y. fed- 
eral court, by Judge Francis G. 
Caffey. The postponement of the 
trial from Aug. 25 was due to the 
fact that there will be no available 
trial judge before that date, and that 
Nick Circello, alias Nick Dean, friend 
of both the accused is still ducking a 
Government subpoena. 








Circello disappeared in May at the | 
time of the indictment against both 


men, and no Government agent has 
as yet been able to locate him. 


Mathias F. Correa, 
will prosecute the case, 


U.S. attorney who 
told Judge 


Caffey he was reluctant to go to trial | 


without Circello’s testimony. 


The expected fireworks, with the 


ne, SCG plans to | possible demand for the incarcera- 


tion of both executives failed to 
come off, for although Correa told 
the court he could not locate Circello, 
he failed to ask that the defendants’ 
bail be revoked and both be jailed. 
At a previous hearing Correa had 
told the court that he felt the de- 
fendants were interfering with pros- 
witnesses, and 
a ruling by senior Judge John 
C. Knox, such interference would be 


| punishable by revocation of bail and 
| jailing until trial 30th Bioff and 
| Browne deny any knov ledge of the 
whereabouts of Ci! ) 

Bioff and Pato Seen charges of 


having extorted $550,000 from Loews, 


20th Century-Fox, Paramount and 
Warner Bros., through threats of 
calling a strike in eu unio The 
iGovernment is seeking to jail both 
under the ant reteering act. Both 
|men have po sted ‘$50,000 each as bail. 
Just Leery 
Chicago, Aug. 19. 


Local film men in key spots are 
ducking every time the phone rings 
for fear of being served to apnear 
at the Willie Bioff hearings. This 
is due to the feeling all the 


Chicago 
film men 
up in the case. 


to and tie in with 
ties; and the local 
want to get mixed 

This is, however, based on the dis- 
like to be brought into the matter 
due to the red tape involved, and 
not because of any shady stuff, for 
there was at no time any question 
about the absolute legitimacy of the 
association of the Chicago theatre 
men and the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees 


don't 











| mins theatre in Northern Ontario to 


Stage Em-' 





Bioft | 
dealings in show business date back | 
activi- | 
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RKO-Screen Office 


Employes Guild 


May Touch Off White Collar Strike 





A 
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On the Other End 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Elliott Nugent gave the go signal 
at Warners yesterday (Monday) on 
‘The Male Animal’ as director of the 
picture: in which he played the top 
role on the stage. 

Henry Fonda does the male lead in 
the film. Nugent and James Thur- 
ber wrote the play. 











F. P.-CANADIAN, 
NATHANSON 
EMBROILED 


Toronto, Aug. 19. 
Initial legal encounter between the | 
two exhibition titans, 





Famous Players-Canadian and the 
N. L. Nathanson-Odeon interests, 
appears about to occur. It was dis- | 


of a writ against O. R. Hanson and 
| the Hanson Theatres Corp. because 
lof the reported transfer of the Tim- 





Odeon, or its subsids, by Hanson. 

Although the Nathanson chain is! 
| only indirectly involved, the action | 
marks the first legal encounter in- 
volving, the two sides. There has | 
been a tremendous struggle going on 
between the two interests ever since | 
Nathanson broke away from FPC. 

Although serving of the writ re- 
quires little detail being made pub- 


lic, it is understood that the issue 
involved is title to the Timmins. | 
Further details will be revealed | 


when papers are filed with the court. | 


Kelly (UA) Feuding | 
Eases Out Milstein; 


Schlaifer Replaces 


of 


Departure J. J. Milstein 


as 
eastern rep of Edward Small and | 
the naming of Jack Schlaifer to the 
post follows battles over a period 
of several years between Milstein 
and the United Artists organization, 
which distribs Small pix. Situation 


had finally become so strained be- 
tween Milstein and UA 
in his own interest, was 
replace his eastern rep 
‘Everyone knows the rezson,’ 
stein declared when queried on his 


forced to 


departure, ‘I just couldn’t get alon 
with Arthur Kelly and his organiza- 
tion.’ 
S fer who will me the 
e of v.p. of the Small unit, wa: 
recently v.p. and westerr 
alesmanage: for United Artists 
He’ll take over his new post in New 
York at the beginning of next week 
Milstein, general sales manaver of 
Republic until he went with Small 
three years ago, also revresented the 
Albert Lewin-Arthut Loew and 
Richerd Rowl: “ d units at the UA 
h.o. With his denarture they will be 
unrepresented shel Neither 
has anv pictures coming up. Mil- 
stein said he wil] take a long vaca- 
tion pnd has no plans beyond that. 


Travis for ‘Arsenic’ 


| years, 
| owner, 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
First actor to be signed for the 
cast of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ the 


forthcoming Frank Capra _ produc- 
tion at Warners, Richard Travis, 
recently imported from Broadway 
and now playing the romantic lead 


is 


opposite Bette Davis in ‘The Man! 
Who Came to Dinner.’ 
Capra is now in New York, gan- 


dering the stage play for ideas about 


| filming 


that Small, ! 


Mil- | 





Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Latest class of studio employes 
stirring the strike stew is the Screen 
Office Employes Guild which started 
rounding up support pledged from 
the other film unions and Guilds. 
First action might come at RKO over 
proposals submitted on the Guild 
contract 

Meeting Monday (18) with RKO’s 


Joe Breen, attorney Ray Hastings 
brought the RKO answer that a 
counter-proposition would be sub- 


mitted in a few days. 
action by the 


First militant 
white collarites thus 


| might come at RKO if they vote to 
| push acceptance demands. 


Major companies, formerly insist- 
ing on individual contracts with the 
SOEG now ask a uniform wage scale 
for the entire industry. Studio 
Painters union voted Monday (18) 
to support the SOEG, setting a $50 
fine on any member crossing the 
picket line in event the Clerical 
Workers strike. 

SOEG is said to be certain of sup- 
port of the Laboratory Technicians 
and Studio Machinists local. With 
big talent groups such as the SAG 
being contacted for support. 





SAG Votes Neat Wage 


Scale Boosts for Pix 
Extras and Freelancers 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

New wage scale, calling for a hike 
in the daily pay of extras and day 
|}and freelance players, went into ef- 
fect Friday (15) by a 93% vote of 
the Screen Actors Guild. Referen- 
dum resulted in 4,271 votes, of which 
3,955 were for and 316 against the 


inew scale. 


Contract revision hoists the mini- 
mum wage for day and freelance 
players from $66 to $100 a week. It 
wipes out the $8.25 and $11 classes 


and provides a $10.50 caf to re- 
place both brackets. Dancers go up 
from $11 to $13.75, and singers get 
an increase at about the same ratio. 
Use of $5.50 extras is confined to 
calls ,for 30 or more atmosphere 


players. Otherwise they draw $10.50. 


All But WB Will Bargain 
Collectively With PG 


All Warner 
Bros. 


gether barg 


major companies but 
have determined to band to- 

in the aining with the 
Screen Publicists Guild of New York, 
which will get uncer way this week. 


WB may be party to the commitiee 


which will represent the producers, 
but it hasn’t been determined defi- 
nitely as yet It has been holding 


out for negot 
companies. 


tion by individual 


Several meetings of pub-ad heads 
and attorneys have already been 
held at the Hays office in which at- 
tempts were made to bring WB into 
the committee ith \ o.ner 
majors, and another one v be held 
this week befor bar ning on a 


contract stari 


Hope, Providence, Sold; 


4, Yr. P: wining Ends 
Providence, Aug. 19 
Marathon pi Ket ng of the Hope 


which started four and 
so—came to an end 
with sale of the house. 
Pavement- pounding, dating back to 
1937, was by- Local 223, IATSE. 
Origin of the picketing has become 
somewhat vague with the passing of 
Max Nathanson, former 
declared it followed his re- 
fusal to discharge musicians who 
were members of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. As result, two 
projectionists were called out by 
the IA and put in two 


theatre here— 
one-half years 
Saturday (16) 


Nathanson 
non-union operators. 

New owners are the Gordon and 
Lockwood interests. S. J. Badamo, 
who has taken over as manager, is 
meeting with the union on solution 
of the difficulty. 
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THE EVER 
IMPORTAN 






OUR ANGLE ON A 
PICTURE IS JUST THIS: 


WHAT WILL IT 
DO AT THE BOX-. 
OFFICE? 


THATS WHAT EXHIBITORS 
WANT TO KNOW... 





‘VARIETY’ GIVES ITS READERS 
THE BOXOFFICE ANGLE. 


ITS REVIEWS ARE WRITTEN 
FOR SHOWMEN. | 
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LYDIA 


Y a Artists release of Alexander Korda 
Lj mer y Stars Merle Oberon; features 
oan Marshall, Joseph Cotten, Hans Yaray, 
John Halliday, George Reeves, Sara All- 
nod, Edna May Oliver. Directed by Julien 
Suvivier. Original story, Julien Duvivier 
and Ladislas Bush-Fekete; screenplay and 
dialog, Ben Hecht and Sam Hoffenstein; 
camera, Lee Garmes; production designer, 
Vincent Korda; editor, William Hornbeck; 
rence Butler. Reviewed in Projection Room, 


Aus. 18, '41. Running time, 103 MINS, 

; Macmillan..-coosssssss Merle Oberon 
hedge 5oneSeeReeeeese Edna May Oliver 
Richard...- ecccee eccccececcseces Alan Mourshal! 
Michael. .ccccecsecserercrsers Joseph Cotten 
Frank...-+- see eeeetteeersrres .-Hans ‘Yaray 
Bob. .ceeeeeeceee ecccccccees George Reeves 
Butler...-+-+-++ seeseccosqn cee salivary 
Johnny's Mother.....+++++++--Sara Allgood 
Johnny...-«+++++s 060 86b's 6ebbbences Billy Roy 
Old Ned....-- cncenasacceaces BRON COnlAn 





A man loves ‘em and leaves ‘em, 
but a woman carries the torch for 
an early romance down through the 
years. Proceeding on this premise 
Lydia’ displays the life span of a 
woman from 20 to 60, and her torch- 
ing for a lover whose promises and 

emories are forgotten 35 years 
ater. Picture, although episodic and 
overlength in its unfolding, makes a 
direct appeal for woman aydiences 
and will get business on that basis 
as solo or billtopper in key bookings- 


Original story, by Julien Duvivier 
and L. Bush-Fekete carries on in a 
minor key the romantic frustration 
of ‘The Old Maid’ and the personal 
narrative background track of ‘Re- 
becca.’ It’s strictly a character study 
of a gal pursued and loved by three 
men of various standings—football 
hero, famous doctor, and blind mu- 
ical genius—but who holds in her 
heart through the years the brief, 
but hot, romance with a seafarer- 
Jover. Only when he turns up for 
a reunion of the suitors, and fails to 
remember the romantic interlude, 
does the woman finally shatter her 
own dream. 


Picture carries advantages on top 
production layout in all technical de- 
artments, with camera work by Lee 

armes particularly effective. Dia- 
log and narrative, with frequent use 
of cutbacks for the story telling, does 
ot add to the speed of the unreel- 
ng under the leisurely direction by 
Duvivier. Latter holds to the Eu- 
ropean technique of stressing char- 
acterization rather than movement, 
which slows up proceedings consid- 
erably. 


Merle Oberon is the focal point 
for the several young men with seri- 
ous intentions. Joseph Cotten is a 
young physician who falls in love 

ith her first; then there’s George 

eeves, a Harvard athlete who near- 
ly nabs her on an elopment to 
Pai and Hans Yaray, a blind 
musician, who is inspired to write a 
oncerto for her, but the aggressive 
Jove-maker, Alan Marshal, sweeps 

er away to a rendezvous for a 
month’s hectic romance. He then 
leaves her—promising to return—but 
never does until 35 years later, and 
then has forgotten the entire affair. 
She, in turn, had staked her whole 
life on his dependability and re- 
membrance to return for eternity. 


Miss Oberon takes full advantage 
of her prominent role to turn in an 
excellent performance which rates 
with the best opportunity she’s had 
in several years. Makeup for the 
span of years is particularly excel- 
lent. Edna May Oliver is doughty 
as old Granny for comedy character- 
ization, while Marshal is the spirited 
suitor who burns the candle for a 
brief spell and then disappears un- 
til the final brief reunion. Cotten is 


the sympathetic and sincere lover | 


who is the wheelhorse despite com- 
Petition, and Reeves is the athlete 
who swept her off her feet. 

Dialog states in the final scene, 
Every woman is both wise and fool- 
ish in love,’ and that’s it; the women 
will probably like to sit through the 
straining process for 103 minutes. 


Dr. Kildare’s Wedding 
Day 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Metro production and release Features 
@w #Ayres, Lionel Barrymore, Laraine 
Wey, Red Skelton. Directed by Harold S 
Bucqguet. & reenplay by Willis Goldbeck 


and Harry Ruskin; story by Ormond Ruth 
ven and Lawrence P, Bachmann, based on 
characters created by Max Brand; camera, 
ee Folsey; editor, Conrad A. Nervig 
reviewed in studio projection room, Aug. 










¥. ‘41. Running time, 82 MINS. 
yr. James Kildare............. Lew Ayres 
Dr, Leonard Gillespie..... Lionel Barrymore 
Mary Lamont......... S600eues Laraine Day 
Vernon Briggs.......seceseee- Red Skelton 
Molly . SPR Alma Kruger 
Dr. Stephen Kildare... Samuel S. Hinds 
Qonstanzo Labardi.............Nils Asther 
r. Walter Carew........ Walter Kingsford 
re. Martha Kildare.......... Emma Dunn 
r. Lockberg...... e+-..Miles Mander 
Nurse Parker... ere eee Nell Craig 
ike Ryan. eae CETL, F Frank Orth 
ONOVEr. .....sececceseee.- George H. Reed 
Se Tre teers eT ere Marie Blake 
Mrs, Bartlett.............. Margaret Seddon 


With studio policy dictating that 
araine Day must be removed from 
the Kildare series because of bigger 
plans for her in the company’s pro- 


uction program, this one apparently | 


was churned out to achieve that pur- 

Ose without any further thought. 

esult is a minor entry in the series 
burdened with episodic and un- 
interesting incidents strung together 
with burdensome dialog. Picture 
will | pty disappointing to follow- 
ers of the series, and rates no better 
slot than dual support. 

Elimination of Miss Day comes 
with abrupt 
when struck down by a truck. Ex- 


suddenness—death | 


tended footage devoted to plans and 
preparations for the wedding, even 
to a rehearsal of the céremony, 
leaves the audience unprepared for 
the tragedy, which, although quickly 
covered, is not well set up in telling. 
Future status of the Kildare series 
without inclusion of the romance 
that has characterized issues up to 
this point, will be decided by the 
next two or three pictures of the 
young medico’s adventures. Studio 
is definitely at the crossroads with 
Dr. Kildare, and will fully under- 
stand this fact when theatre reports 
Start rolling in on this one. 

Story is a jumble of incidents, 
tossing between preparations for the 
wedding and several serious cases 
requiring attention of Lionel Barry- 
more and Lew Ayres at the hospital. 
|Nils Asther, orchestral conductor 
with a strange ear ailment, is 
diagnosed and treated successfully 
so he can carry on his musical 
career. On the eve of the wedding, 
Miss Day is killed to upset Ayres’ 
interests in both life and medicine. 
But Barrymore snaps him out of the 
fog to recite a similar tragedy in his 
own life—and Ayres will continue 





in future issues as the brilliant 
young doctor. 
Nils Asther joins the regular 





group of the Kildare stock company 
as the maestro-patient. All the fa- 
miliar faces of the series are back 
|for familiar characterizations, in- 
| cluding Ayres, Barrymore, Miss Day, 
Red Skelton, Alma Kruger, Samuel 
S. Hinds, Emma Dunn, Nell Craig, 
Walter Kingsford and Frank Orth. 
Director Harold S. Bucquet did the 
best he could with the disconnected 
script. Walt. 


OUR WIFE 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

Columbia release of John Stahl produc- 
tion, directed by Stahl; associate producer, 
Irving Starr. Stars Ruth Hussey, Melvyn 
Douglas, Ellen Drew. Screenplay by P. J. 
Wolfson, from play by Lillian Day and 
Lyon Mearson; camera, Franz F. Planer; 
editor, Gene Havlick; Asst. director, Ridge- 
way Callow; concerto by Leo Shuken. Pre- 





viewed at Alexander, Glendale, Aug. 13, 
‘41. Running time, 92 MINS. 

Jerry Marvin.........++..-Melvyn Douglas 
MOGRD DIVO s 600 cee vdsocicces Ruth Hussey 
Se. GWE. o0 605000 6h 00060 6Rs Ellen Drew 
Professor Drake. .occccosses Charles Coburn 
ri eS ee rrrrer rey eer John Hubbard 
ae. CROMDI cc csebcrcesvere Harvey Stephens 
UGC s 6 5:05:0'05 56506056 0EN SS Theresa Harris 








John Stahl hits a change of pace 
| with this lightly-moulded approach 
to the familiar marital triangle of 
| husband-divorced wife-other woman. 
| Keyed in farcical treatment without 
| the heavy dramatic and cynical trap- 


|pings generally associated with 
| Stahl's pictures, ‘Our Wife’ will 
|amuse adult audiences for nominal 


| b.o. attention in the regular runs. 


| 

| Despite the triangular familiarity 
| with the basic story, Stahl bisects it 
|with a moderate admixture of 
satirical and dramatic ingredients 
generating from the battle of a man’s 
divorced wife and new interest to 
snare him for the future. Many 
feminine wiles and catty scratchings 
are paraded along the line in the 
open warfare, all providing audience 
amusement and enlightenment. 


Composer-musician Melvyn Doug- 
las, drowning sorrows of his recent 
unhappy marriage, meets Ruth Hus- 
sey, her father. Charles Coburn, and 
brother John Hubbard, on a cruise 
off Panama. Family group are all 





|'medical scientists, and try to 
straighten out Douglas before he 


disembarks at Havana. Accepting 
his offer to use his Long Island home 
while they are in New York, Doug- 
las beats them home via Clipper; 
quickly falling in love with Miss 
Hussey. Her companionship inspires 
him to compose a concerto which is 
performed at a symphony concert 
for acclaim. His new fame brings 
| back the divorced wife, who decides 
to regain him from the opposition 
through exercise of sympathetic ap- 
proaches. From there on, it’s a 
merry battle between the two 
women—with Douglas in a second: 
ary role—but the duplicity of the 
former wife is exposed for Miss 
Hussey’s final victory. : 

Douglas adds much to the farcical 
interest in the first half, but fades to 
'a minor position once the two girls 
start their battle over him; and sec- 
ond half focuses attention on the 
'catty battle being unreeled. Miss 
| Hussey turns in a sterling perform- 
ance as Douglas’ fiancee who tries 
many ruses before unmasking the 
first wife’s skullduggery. Miss Drew 
provides a strong characterization of 
the scheming, goldigging spouse. 
Coburn, Hubbard, Harvey Stephens 
and Theresa Harris give total sup- 
port in a small cast. : 

Stahl’s direction proceeds at a 
bumpy pace at times, while in other 
sections he zips alo at a good 
speed. He is best with his definite 
etchings of the two femme extremes; 
the customers will be amused at this 
not a little. Production layout in all 
technical departments is of A stand- 
ard throughout. Leo Shunken’s 
‘Concerto for Trumpet,’ presented 
by the symphony orchestra in one 
sequence, will please the class mu- 
sic followers. Walt. 


20th Dates ‘West Point’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
‘Ten Gentlemen from West Point’ 
is slated to march Oct. 6 at 20th- 
Fox, with Henry Fonda, Randolph 
Scott and John Payne in the front 
line. 
William Perlberg produces. No 
director has been assigned to date. 











Miniature Reviews 


‘Lydia’ (UA). Merle Oberon 
starrer will get femme trade. 

‘Dr. Kildare’s Wedding Day’ 
(M-G). Weak entry in the Kil- 
dare series burdened by discon- 
nected incidents and dialog. 

‘Our Wife’ (Col). Fairly 
amusing marital farce for nom- 
inal adult attention in the regu- 
lar runs as top attraction. 


‘Flying Blind’ (Par). Above 
par B programmer will please in 
regular runs. 

‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep). Light, 
bright ice-skating yarn that will 
please. 

‘Criminals Within’ (PRC). 
Army spy whodunit padded with 
Silly absurdities; meagre even 
on dualers. 

‘Rawhide Rangers’ (U). Johnny 
Mack Brown rides again in swift 
outdoor meller, with western 
music trimmings. 

‘Fugitive Valley’ ‘Mono), 
Profit-making Range Busters pic. 
All the western ingredients. 








FLYING BLIND 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Paramount release of William H. 
William C. Thomas production; 
producer, John W. Rogers. Stars Rich- 
ard Arlen, Jean Parker. Directed by 
Frank McDonald. Original screenplay by 
Maxwell Shane and Richard Murphy; cam- 


Pine- 
associate 


era, Fred Jackman, Jr.; editor, Robert 
Crandall. Previewed in projection room, 
Aug. 15, '41. Running time, 69 MINS. 

See” Co a sa bbseb0b0s beeie Richard Arlen 
NOG NUNE sc cbs 0scec0nses Jean Parker 
Eric Karolek........-.+se.+--.Nilg Asther 
FORORIOR: oes ccees ecccceccee Marie Wilson 
ROGKY TOKE. 60cccccccecs -..-- Roger Pryor 
DIONE <b k6-b-wkekea bedece oeeeee-Eddie Quillan 
Bob Fuller..... Cesececee o6ecee Dick Purcell 
Chester Gimble.......ccee ++..-Grady Sutton 
BONO TIN 6005 6h vs vadivecivas Kay Sutton 





This is the third aviation actioner 
starring Richard Arlen, flying for the 
Pine-Thomas combo via Paramount 
release. fi's a neatly concocted tale 
achieving purpose of providing good 
| program entertainment in the reg- 
| ular runs, and will lift status of the 
series with the paying customers. 

Story establishes Arlen as operator 
|of a honeymoon air service from 
Los Angeles to Las Vegas, assisted by 
secretary and romantic interest, Jean 
Parker, and mechanic-pal Eddie 
Quillan. First half of the yarn is 
devoted to lightly sketched bicker- 
ings between Arlen and Miss Parker 
for amusing interludes, with final 


half swinging over to dramatic ac- 
tion dealing with attempts of for- 
eign agents to secure a new airplane 
| transformer developed for American 
fighter planes. Before the spies are 
corraled, there’s a wild ride in the 
| clouds, a forced landing, and brush- 


| fire necessitating an emergency take- 
| 





off. Arlen and Miss Parker natural- 
| ly make up for a happy ending. 
Arlen continues his screen flying 
| career in fine fashion, and series in- 
dicates he’s in the right groove for 
popularity rebuild. Miss Parker 
provides excellent romantic dress- 
ing, with Quillan supplying comedy 
antics and amusement with his 
worry over expectant baby. Nils 
Asther continues his comeback as 
the foreign agent; Roger Pryor is a 
renegade pilot working for the 
enemy; and Dick Purcell a suitor 
for Miss Parker to play against Ar- 
len. Scatterbrain Marie Wilson and 
boyscoutish Grady Sutton team ef- 
fectively for comedy purposes as an 
eloping couple on the trip. 
Direction by Frank McDonald 
moves along at a consistent clip, and 
script by Maxwell Shane and Rich- 
ard Murphy is compactly knit. Cam- 
era work by Fred Jackman, Jr. is 
okay. Walt. 


ICE-CAPADES 





(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Robert N rth produce | 
tion. Features James Ellison, Dorothy 
| Lewis, Jerry Colonna, Phil Silvers, Alan 
| Mowbray, Barbara Jo Allen, with the ‘ice- 
Capades’ Co Directed by Joseph Santley 
Screenplay, Jack Townle) Robert Harar 
Olive Cooper; original, Isabel Dawn, Boyce 
DeGaw; additional dialog, Mel Shaveison, 
Milt Josefsberg; camera Jack Marta; 
skating sequences, Harry Losee;: editors, 
Murray Seldeen, Howard O'Neil; music, 
Cy Feuer; production manager, Al Wilson, 


Previewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Aug. 


Lynam, The Benoits, Dench & Stewart. 





Republic manifested good show- 
manship in taking John H. Harris 
‘Ice-Capades’ revue as nucleus for a 
film, dovetailing the skating portions 
with a pretty good plot skein and 





It will please as a light entertain- 
ment. ° 
| Considering that almost 


50% of 


14, '41. Running time: 88 MINS. 
Bob ClemenS.......++s-++e085 James Ellison 
Colonna.....--seeree Sesveces Jerry Colonna 
Marie......-scce eseccecescoss Dorothy Lewis 
Vera Vague....- secceceee-- Barbara Jo Allen 
Pete Ellis......++.+ coccceccs Alan Mowbray 
Larry Herman...eccseeereeesee- Phil Silvers 
DAVE. ..ccccsrsseccccevecssoes: Gus Schilling 
JAcksSOn.....cerecvcsccvccsseces:: Tim Ryan | 
LEC... cc ccccevccceveccsscces Harry Clark 
Karen Vadja.......++. eoeecoees Rente Riano 
DRIED. <eantoesees woeccvesss Gee. AGS 
Featuring ‘Ice-Capades’ with Belita, Lais 
Dworshak, Megan Taylor, Vera Hruba, 
Red McCarthy, Phii Taylor, Jackson & 


emerging with a diverting picture. 


the footage is skate stuff, it’s doubly 
to the credit of the basic ice revue 
and its motivation that the variety 
of trick runner stuff doesn’t pall. 

It ties in neatly with the plot re- 
volving around James Ellison, as 
the newsreel cameraman, who 
muffed a Like Placid assignment on 
a foreign name skating ceieb; fakes 
it with some shots of the Central 
Park (N. Y.) pond; gets jammed up 
through closeup shots of Dorothy 
Lewis, who attracts impresario Phil 
Silvers’ attention as potential star of 
an ‘Ice-Capades’ stage revue. 


Plot complications are a bit ob- 
vious, but, considering the generally 
lischt cinematic texture of the sum 
total, it unfolds fetchingly. The real 
foreign skater, of course, is anything 
but a looker (Renie Riano gives her 
a crosseyed personality); while 
struggling Dorothy Lewis fears the 
spotlight because of minor diffi- 
culties with the U. ‘*’ immigration 
authorities, which, of course, are 
overcome when 100% Yankee Ellison 
marries her. 


Jerry Colonna handles the comedy 
burden with his standard style of 
bombastic declamations, and another 
radio recruit, Barbara Jo Allen 
(‘Vera Vague’), is a good vis-a-vis 
for the sub-romance. Alan Mowbray 
is the irascible newsreel exec, in a 
hot spot through the phoney news- 
reel duplicity; and Phil Silvers, 
playing more legit and juvenile as 
the impresario, instead of his ec- 
centric, be-goggled comedy, likewise 
makes a good impression, 


Of the ‘Ice-Capades’ unit, which, 
constitutes the basis of the revue 
that Silvers is planning, the special- 
ists are all highly effective, notably 
the blonde beaut, Belita, along with 
Vera Hruba, Lois Dworshak, Megan 
Taylor, Red McCarthy, the come- 
dians Jackson and Lynam, the 
Benoits and Dench and Stewart. All 
are known in the big league arenas 
and hostelries, where ice shows have 
been a vogue in recent seasons. 


The co-featured Dorothy Lewis, of 
course, is a No. 1 personality of the 
ice revues, long standard in the 
swank Hotel St. Regis’ Iridium Room 
(N. Y.) and prior thereto at the In- 
ternational Casino, on Broadway. 
She is a winsome gal, although, in 
her original blonde self at the cafes, 
she’s an even stronger looker than 
as a brunet, which Republic has 
made her. Considering her as a 
Hollywood novitiate, Miss Lewis 
handles lines quite  creditably. 
Naturally, the camera affords her 
generous scope with the skatology, 
while skating-stager Harry Losee 
has put on a couple of novel se- 
quences, the most productiony of 
which is the finale ‘Legend of the 
Falls.’ It’s one of those honest Injun 
settings, with tomtoms and flaming 
gods. The forepart ice stuff, how- 
ever, is more effective because of its 
frank unpretentiousness. When Sil- 
vers ‘auditions’ the sundry special- 
ties, it’s a natural enough sequence 
and it unfolds snappily and kaleido- 
scopically. 

There are but two songs, ‘Forever 
and Ever,’ in a gypsy cafe scene, 
and Duke Ellington’s ‘Sophisticated 
Lady,’ as accomp for one of the spe- 
cialists. Dialog is light and bright, 
in the radio-program idiom, but ties 
in well with the general texture of 
this sort of film production. It’s 
sturdier than if it had been made a 
filmusical, the studio wisely putting 
emphasis on cohesion of story se- 
quence. 


CRIMINALS WITHIN 


Producers Releasing Corp. release of E. 
B. Derr production. Features Eric Linden, 
Ann Doran. Directed by Joseph Lewis 
Screenplay, Arthur Hoerl; camera, Arthur 
Martinelli; editor, Howard Dillinger At 
New York, N. Y., week Aug. 12, ‘41, 
dualed. Running time: 67 MINS, 


GHOR. cccocccccccccsoveseccessoss Eric Linden 





LAGS. cccccccceccvecesecavesoese Ann Doran 
ATR. accccccccessececceescGCOMeee Ualse 
Lieut. Harmon...ccccccecsess Donald Curtis 
Sergt. Blake....c.cecseses: Weldon Heyburn 
Serat. Paul... ccccccceccsece Ben Alexander 
Sam Dillingham.......+++. Dudley Dickerson 
Mamle. on ccccccccccscccecerees Bernie Pilot 
Private Nortom...cocssseess Ray Erlenborn 
Cobbler. ......ccccccceses I. Stanford Jolley 
PEPORE . v cccccbcovaseceepecss Emmett Vogan 
Capt. Bryant...cccocsccceses Robert Frazer 
Col. Longstreet..... oweceeceoses Boyd Irwin 
1 Capt. Grey... .cccccccccccccces William Ruhl 


murders and a wild search for valu- 
lable military secrets. Starts out on 
ithe corny side, and maintains that 
| gait despite a couple of neat per- 


‘| formances by Eric Linden and Con- 


|stance Worth, who is not even fea- 
tured. This is a low budgeter, but 
this might have been overlooked if 
the basic idea had been retained. 
As it is, ‘Criminals Within’ looks 
like one of those stories about which 
the producers felt they had a plot 
idea, and then proceeded to jazz it 
up. Results show it. Only for twin 
setups. 

Eric Linden indicates that he still 
is a first-rate actor, able to survive 
ithe absurdities and insipid events. 
/Yarn concerns a_ secret formula 
| about which only five chemists have 
'any knowledge. After bumping off 
|one of the men, the foreign spy ring 
| then seeks the names and addresses 
of the others. This produces the 
|ecustomary prowl for the missing 
list, with Private Linden combatting 
a fifth column right in his own 
company. 

Constance Worth, as the femme 
spy, is quite capable, and a looker. 
She wears a thin blouse that makes 
a sweater-girl look prim in com- 
parison. Unfortunately, she _ is 
bumped off too early. Ann Doran, 








cast as a reporter, is rather futile, 
but it’s mainly because her identity 
as such is shrouded in mystery. She 
does not make an appearance until 
the film is half over. Remainder of 
cast is so-so, with Stanford Jolley, 
as the villainous cobbler, superb de- 
spite his character being subordi- 
nated. Wear. 





RAWHIDE RANGERS 


(WITH SONGS) 

Universal release of Will Cowan produce 
tion. Stars Johnny Mack Brown; features 
Fuzzy Knight, Kathryn Adams, Roy Har- 
ris, Texas Rangers, Pickard Family, Nell 
O'Day. Directed by Ray Taylor. Original 
screenplay, Ed Earl Repp; camera, Charles 
Van Enger; songs, Milton Rosen, Everett 
Carter, Gomer Cool. At New York, N. 
week Aug. 12, '41, dualed. Running time, 












55 MINS. 

a. LET Cer e enews Johnny Mack Brown 
PU che deesnkac ee dosseess Fuzzy Knight 
eer . .-Kathryn Adams 
ees $0959 06060006008800e+000 800 Nell O’Day 
ph CELE LATE OTT ET Tee Roy Harris 
Blaekie. ov. 0+ .--Harry Cording 
SIND 6 0 0canetshneseeenbanune Al Bridge 
eee ..-Frank Shannon 
rE ae ete. Ed Cassidy 
a (aa ...-Bob Kortman 
i” eee ecveseresees Chester Gan 
Banker..... seoecee eovcceveces James Farley 





Latest Johnny Mack Brown west- 
erner has more action than usual, 
and is cluttered up with some firsi- 
rate music and singing. It’s away 
from the familiar groove, too, in tha 
Nell O’Day, the cowgirl beauty, 
warbles one of the hit tunes. Plenty 
okay horse opera for exhibs that 
like ’em. 

Original screenplay by Ed Earl 
Repp takes plenty of liberties with 
what has been used many times be- 
fore in these cactus epics. This is 
the one about the rich western busi- 
nessman who leads the outlaws and 


terrorizes all other ranchers. Only 
in this one the said crooked 
frontier townsman attempts to 


set up a protective association and 
levy tribute on the various ranchers, 
This leaves the rangers in the mid- 
dle. But not for long because 
Johnny Mack Brown, in order to 
avenge the death of his brother, 
slain by these outlaws, quits the 
rangers to corral the crooked gang 
himself. 

Brown is the same western hero 
he’s been in countless other prairie 
mellers, but here is pitted against 
heavier villains than usually tossed 
his way. Fuzzy Knight again is 
sterling comedy relief while Nell 
O’Day makes a likeable femme lead. 
Kathryn Adams is sort of second 
heroine. Support is topnotch. 

Miss O’Day sings possibly the most 
infectious song, ‘A Cowboy Is 
Happy,’ by Rosen-Carter. Pipes are 
passable. Knight warbles ‘Huckle- 
berry Pie,’ by the same writing 
combo. Of Gomer Cool’s two num- 
bers, ‘It’s a Ranger’s Life,’ as sung 
by The Texas Rangers, is best. Su- 
perb camera work has been con- 
tributed by Charles Van Enger. Ray 
Talor’s direction is expert. Wear. 


FUGITIVE VALLEY 


(WITH SONGS) 

Monogram release of George Weeks pro- 
duction Stars Ray Corrigan, John King, 
Max Terhune. Directed by 8. Roy Luby; 
screenplay by Oliver Drake; camera, Robert 





| Terhune, is not so 
| number 


Cline; editor, Roy Claire; music, Frank 
Sanucecl Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoin, 
Neb.. Aug. 12, ‘41, dual. Running time, 
66 MINS. 

is cebeeesdenee ce Sone gtens Ray Corrigan 
SPOTTY TCT TTTTITTer rere John King 
ANI .cccoece PTUTTTTTITTTTTTiT Max Terhune 
BRE. cccceesecoccccscessccccese Full Duncan 
Ns ocnnbeboneses esses Glenn Strange 
Pa tcdbckeGnddestedbene Bob Kortman 
Ps cid cddnwdsesebaxeerie , Ed Brady 
DPN A veS6st ib 0 kod b4en bea che Tom London 
DUOMO ica ccuspersevseeseonnes Reed Howes 
SOO renee ....Carl Mathews 
FRIG e c ee ehadoeriaoeeensa Edward Pell, Sr 


..Doye O'Dell 


‘Fugitive Valley,’ the Range Bust- 
ers’ latest, is on a par footing with 
any of their previous entries, which, 
plus their growing fame, adds up to 
powerful boxoffice prospects. 

John ‘Dusty’ King is given more of 


the spotlight, previously hogged 
pretty much by Ray ‘Crash’ Corri- 
gan, and latter’s leadership of the 


trio, which also includes Max ‘Alibi’ 
ecentuated in this 
King pipes three sons, 


| ‘My Little Prairie Annie,’ ‘Chisholm 


| Trail’ and ‘Riding Along,’ all of 


. j|are g ause-wi S » type 
Odd sort of whodunit with spies, | applause-winners for the type of 





which 


fare they are. 


Corrigan and King are first re- 
vealed as stage robbers. Corrigan is 
captured and cellmated with Bcb 
Kortman, a member of Glenn 
Strange’s gang. Later the script, 
which gets a little involved, shows 


King and Corrigan as lieutenants of 
the marshal and on the trail of 
Strange’s gang, which -holes up in 
Fugitive Valley. Kortman leads the 
pair to the hideout after they break 
out of the clink and take him along. 
There they become members of the 
gang and meet Julie Duncan, assist- 
ant to the medico retained by the 
bandits to patch them up when they 
fail to dodve the law’s bullets. 

Here the script goes around left 
end again and makes of Miss Duncan 
a leader of a band of ranchers who 
hijack from Strange’s crew the loot 
he steals from the stage. Inference 
is coin all goes to rightful owners in 
the end. 

Max Terhune is exceptionally adept 
as a vaude magician, whose pigeon 
act consist of carriers who bear mes- 
sages back to the marshal. His 
sleight-of-hand is pretty corny, but 
his ventriloquism is way up there. 

King’s warbling plus Terhune’s 
comedy are factors which raise this 


(Continued on page 21) 
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“BELLE STARR’ IN 
TECHNICOLOR HAS 
ALL THE BOXOFFICE 
ELEMENTS OF 





i %, 





BELLE STARR 


.«,, «» RANDOLPH SCOTT - GENE TIERNEY 


‘DANA ANDREWS - JOHN SHEPPERD - ELIZABETH PATTERSON 
CHILL WILLS - LOUISE BEAVERS 


Directed hy IRVING CUMMINGS 


Associate Producer KENNETH MACGOWAN - Screen Play hy Lamar Trotti - Story hy Niven Busch and Cameron Rogers 
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‘Aunt’-Krupa-Andrews Sis $56,000 
Hefty Chi Leader; Sally Rand Plus 
; ‘Bowery Blitz 4G; Hardy’ $17,500 





Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Andrews Sisters hold over in the 
Chicago and that is good news for 
the town's boxoffice leader, tied in 
currently with ‘Charley’s Aunt’ and 
the Gene Krupa ork. This combina- 
tion of strength is skyrocketing the 
take to $56,000 and it’s only a mat- 





vv" 


‘Prime Minister’ (WB). Socko 
$8,000. Last week, repeat of ‘Bom- 
bay’ (M-G), nice $5,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Pen- 
alty’ (M-G). Pair $3,000 likely. 
Last week, ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) and 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U), good enough at 


ter of figuring how to handle the | $3,000 


mobs. Best at this house in month 
or more. Sally Rand plus Cobina 
and Brenda, and ‘Bowery Blitzkreig’ 
are getting coin at State-Lake. Bala- 
ban & Katz and Monogram are get- 
ting behind the ‘Bowery’ flicker as 
a money-maker in the Dead End 
series. 

Another big winner is the Palace 
where ‘Hold That Ghost’ finishes its 
second week with another bang-up 
gross. ‘Ghost’ and its double feature 
partner, ‘Melody for Three,’ stays at 
east until Labor Day when ‘Little 
Foxes’ will take over. 

‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ remains a 
minor loop hit, now in its fourth 
week at the Garrick. Essaness has 
‘Underground’ in the Woods, a pic- 
ture which B. & K. turned down due 
to fear that war. pictures are box- 
office death at this time. But 
Essaness and WB, with great ex- 
ploitation, are getting money here. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Stars Look Down’ (M-G). Femme 
picture is getting some money, and 
should wind up the initial session to 
okay $6,000. Last week, ‘Big Store’ 
(M-G) wound up two poor weeks in 
the loop for the Marx Bros. at $3,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and stage 
show. Andrews Sisters and the 
Gene Krupa orchestra on the stage 
are adding boxoffice power cur- 
rently, walloping $56,000, best in 
month or more. Last week, second 
session of ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par), plus the 
Andrews Sisters and the Lou Breese 
orchestra, great at $44,400. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65 )— 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB). Fourth week 
in the loop and holding nicely 
$5,500; after fine $5,300 last week. 


Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; - 28-44) | 
—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
“Love Crazy’ (M-G). Good dual 


subsequet-run will garner nice $8,- 
500 this week. Last week, ‘John Doe’ 
(WB) and ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par), 
good $7,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66 )— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Melody Three’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.). Second week 
rocked ’em again at brilliant $15,200 
and the picture will go at least two 
more weeks at present pace of Ab- 
bott & Costello comedy. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 28-44-65) 
— ‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par). House 
playing up the March of Time ‘Peace- 


Hitler Promises’ release and is get- | 


ting some money via this angle. All 
right $10,000. Last week, ‘Out of 
Fog’ (WB) started well but slid at 


the finish to manage $8,200, oke. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Blitzkrieg’ (Mono) and vaude. Sally 


Rand and Cobina and Brenda on 
Stage aiding the take plenty. All 
around show will take one of the 


biggest money marks in a long time 
at smacking $24,000. Last week, 
‘Prisoner Devil’s Island’ (Col) came 
up with excellent $18,400, with 
Rajah Raboid getting coin for the 
house. 

United Artists (B&K)-M-G) (1.- 
700; 28-44-65)—‘Life Begins Hardy’ 
(M-G). Renewed life for the Hardy 
series is indicated with the strength 
of this one, which will ankle in with 
Sharp $17,500. Last week, ‘Blossoms 
Dust’ (M-G) finished three-weeker 
at fair enough $7,600. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 28-44-55) 


— Underground’ (WB). Sent out 
with great aid from the Essaness 
and particularly the Warner Bros 


publicity staffs, and with plenty of | 


old-fashioned street ballyhoo. Looks 
like a money winner, to take fine 
$10,000 for the first week. Last 


week, ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) fin- 
ished five weeks here all right at 
$5,100 


MONT’L COOL, BIZ UP 
‘Prime Minister’ Socko $8,000—Tom, 
Dick’ Neat $7,060 








; Montreal, Aug. 19. 

Grosses all are up due to past 
week's temperature fall with pros- 
pect of continued gain. ‘Prime Min- 
ister” is .tops. this week, around 
$8,000. Next best is ‘Tom, Dick, 
Harry’ with likely «$7,000 ahead. 
Balance better than recent averages. 

Outlook generally is for end of 
Summer doldrums, 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace ; (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Tom, Dick,’ (RKO). Looks like 
£00d $7,000. Last week, 


(Par), nice $6,000. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 


(WB) (2d wk.). 
after good $6.800 
Loew’s (CT) 


Good $5,000 in sight 
last week. 
(2,800; 35-45-67 )— 


at | 


| tonio Rose’ (U). 
| Last week, ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and 
‘Kiss Boys’ | ‘Wait for You’ (M-G) (2d wk), good 
| $14,000. 


Orpheum (Ind.) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Prisoner Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Tom 
Sawyer’ (UA). Pointing to satis- 
factory $2,800. Last week (8th), 
‘Dictator’ (UA), fair $1,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘Gens de Voyage.’ Take 
much improved by the weather and 


should reach good $1,200. Last 
week (3d) ‘L’Esclave Blanche,’ fair 
$900. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
40)—‘Criminelle’ and ‘Parlez-moi 
d’Amour,’ sighting improved $3,000. 
Last week, ‘L’Aventurier’ and ‘Jerome 
Perreau,’ $3,200, good. 


‘WHISTLING -REY 
$21,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 

‘Weather cool, business hot,’ is the 
refrain of local managers. The 
ticket machines are singing high C 
everywhere except at the Warner. 
But even with a weakish double bill 
this house will keep its nose above 
water. Alvino Rey’s Orchestra with 
King Sisters at the Stanley, with 
plenty of help from ‘Whistling in the 
Dark,’ is in for a socko week. Ab- 
bott and Costello in ‘Hold That 
Ghost’ are heading for a near-record 
second week at the Senator. ‘Man- 
power’ at the Penn is doing well 
'enough to rate moveover second 
week at the Warner, and small- 
seater Ritz is turning in a sparkling 
| third week with ‘Blossoms in the 
| Dust.’ 











Estimates for This Week 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Manpower’ (WB). Hefty $14,- 
500 in sight despite faint praise from 
the cricks. Set for a second week 
at Warner. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ 
(Par) staggered in with $9,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Blos- 
soms Dust’ (M-G) (3d wk). Still a 
bonanza after successive stanzas at 
Penn and Warner. Should clip off 
$3,500 and a possible fourth week 
|downtown. Last week, ‘Tom, Dick’ 
| (RKO) (3d wk) moderate $2,500. 
| Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
| —‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d wk). Bouncing 
along for a sock $6,000. One of the 
best second weeks on record here 
}and normally rating a third. Prod- 
uct jam will force management to 





First Runs on Broadway 





| 
(Subject to Change) | 


Week of Aug. 21 

Astor—‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (2d wk) (19). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(41st wk). 

Capitol—Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 13) 

Criterion— ‘Wor!d Premiere’ 
(Par). 

Globe — ‘40,000 Horsemen’ 
(Krellberg) (2d wk). 

Hollywood — ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) (8th wk). 

Music Hall—‘The Liitle Foxes’ 
(RKO-Goldwyn). 

(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 13) 

Paramount — ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ (Par) (2d wk) (20). 

Rialto — ‘Citadel of Crime’ 
(Rep) (22). 

Roxy—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
(4th wk). 

Strand—‘Bad Men of Missouri’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Week of Aug. 28 

Astor—‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (2d wk) (26). 

Broadway— Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
(42d wk). 

Capitel—‘Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 

Criterien— West Point Widow’ 
(Par). 

Globe—‘No Greater Sin’ (Gol- 
den) (30). 

Hollywood — ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) (9th wk). 

Musie Hali—‘The Little Foxes’ 
(RKO-Goldwyn) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ (Par) (3d wk) (27). 

Roxy — ‘Wild Geese Calling’ 
(20th) (29). 

(Reviewed in Variety July 30) 

Strand—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 


(29). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 13) 











|close it after a fortnight run, how- | 


ever. In its first week Abbott and 
Costello starrer hit a new house rec- 
ord at $10,500. 

| Stanley (WB) 
| ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G) and Alvino 
Rey Orch. and King Sisters. 


(3,800; 25-40-60)— | (RKO) and ‘First Beau’ (Col) (both 


combo drawing rave notices and is | 


lclosing big. Big deluxer heading 
| for a breezy $21,000 or better. Last 
i week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and 
|Shep Fields Orch., pleasing $19,000. 
Warner (WB) 
|*‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) and ‘Point 
Widow’ (Par). Twinner nothing to 
|write home about, but pleasant 


weather will help it over the bump | 


ito $4,500. Last week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ 
{(M-G) (2d wk), on h.o. from Penn, 
socko $7,000. 


B’KLYN PRODUCT SAGS 
‘Tom, Dick’ Nifty $17,000—‘Blossoms’ 
Mild 13G, ‘Bride’ Okay H.O. 

Brooklyn, Aug. 19. 

RKO Albee is booming with “Tom, 
Dick and Harry’ and ‘Lady Scarface.’ 
Fabian Paramount’s second week of 
| ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ and ‘Bullets~for 
| O'Hara’ will come through nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
' ‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Lady Scar- 
|face’ (M-G). Nifty $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and 
|‘Dance Hall’ (20th), nice $15,000. 
| Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Parson Panamint’ 
| din’ Head’ (Rep). Quiet $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col), fair $13,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)}— 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘San An- 
Satisfactory $13,000. 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 


Man Power’ (WB) and ‘First Beau’ | 50)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Bul- 
| lets O’Hara’ (WB) (2d wk). 
| able $12.000. Last week, same, splen- 
| did $17,000. 


Pass- 





| 


| 
} 


continued from Keith Memorial), 
Swell | §zzled to $4,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,375; 28-39-44- | 
55)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and | 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) (both con- 
tinued from Met), aiming at okay 
$5,000. Last week ‘Manpower’ (WB) 


(2,000; 25-35-50)— | and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ 


| 


| 


| 
| 
' 


| 
| 


(Par) and ‘Pud- | 


| ‘Life Begins Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and | in 





HARDY’ BIG 386: 
FOR 2 HUB SPOTS 


Boston, Aug. 19. 

Standee trade ushered in ‘Life Be- 
gins for Andy Hardy’ at-Lcew’s Or- 
pheum and State, and the pic looks 
set for a holdover and is the top 
grosser. ‘Dive Bomber’ is turning 
in beter than average biz at the 
Metropolitan and ‘Hold That Ghost’ 
is holding over at the Keith Me- 
morial. Abbott and Costello play 
the RKO-Boston, starting Friday 
(22), as headliners of a five-act bill 
which opens the vaude season there. 


Estimates for This Week 








Boston (RKO) (3,200: 28-33-44)— 
‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and 
‘Cracked Nuts’ (U), nine days, will | 


Last week, | 
Caroline’ | 


take around $8,500, okay. 
(six days), ‘Life With 








(WB) (both | 
continued from Met), sickly $3,500. | 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- | 


| 39-44-55)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Ac- } 

cent Love’ (20th) (2d wk), flirting 
with a slick $16,000. Initial week’s 
take for same combo, $20,506, ter- 
rific. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- | 
44-55)—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Passage from Hongkong’ (WB), $21,- 
000, swell. Last week, ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Dressed to Kill’ 


(20th), $17,500 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- | 


55)—Life Begins Andy Hardy’ (M- 
G’ and ‘Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col), 
socko grosser day and night, with | 
solid standee biz over weekend, 


flirting with smash $21,000, and 
holdover. Last week ‘Blossoms Dust’ 
(M-G) and ‘People Kildare’ (M-G), 
dual, built up to dandy $19,000. | 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- | 
44-55)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20h) and | 
‘Dressed to Kil. (20th) (both con- 
tinued from Met), will take around | 
$7,000, good. Last week ‘Manpower’ 
(WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) | 
(both continued from Met), $5,500, | 
seedy. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 


‘Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col), aiming | 
at $17,000, socko. Last week ‘Blos- | 
soms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘People Kil- 
dare’ (M-G), $14,000, very good. 
Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25-44) | 
—Angels Broken Wings’ (Rep) and 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G) (reissue), sagging | 
to $2,000. Last week ‘Bowery Blitz’ 
(Mono) and ‘Wings Navy’ (WB) (re- 
issue), $2,200. j 


| ‘Litue roxes 


| proving 


Bway B.0.s Zoom; ‘Jekyll,’ $21,700, 
Great; ‘York, Big 30G; Kiss Boys, 
Ink Spots-Colonna Sock $58,000 


Rain and cooler weather are giv- 
ing Broadway the needed stimulus 
to rack up splendid business with 
new pictures as well as the sturdy 
holdovers. Nearly all theatres are 
getting a shot in the arm. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ at the |} 
Paramount, has the biggest total of 
the new pictures with smash $58,000. 
Holds a second week or longer. 
Strand and Astor are receiving next 
best attention with their new 
entries. ‘Bad Men of Missouri,’ 
aided by Rochester revue and Clyde 
Lucas band, at former, heading for 
clicko $46,000. ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde,’ at Astor, is doing strictly ca- 
pacity or better for a sensational 
$21,700 opening week, concluded 


; Monday (18) night. 


Original campaigns on both ‘Kiss 
Boys’ and ‘Dr. Jekyll and Hyde’ 
went far in putting films across, 
latter overcoming adverse reviews. 

‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan,’ at Music 
Hall, is sturdiest of holdovers, rush- 
ing aiong tor hetly $90,000, alter 994,- 
0OU on nrst week. ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
also is taking to the improved tem- 
peratures, with its $38,000 on the 
tnira stanza, insuring a tourth week. 
‘Hold That GHost,’ at the Capitol, 
also in tne money for $18,000 or bet- 
ter on second. 

‘Sgt. York,’ which moved from the 
Astor to tne Holiywood, also is a 
pleasant surprise, being credited 
with a socko $30,000 or thereabouts 
on first eight days, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.4U-$1.25) —‘vr. Jekyli-Mr. myae’ 
(M-G). Doing strictly standing rvom 
only at most performances to ring up 
sensational  9Zi,/vuU in first week 
ended Monday (is) night, 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.1U-p1.60-92.Z2U) — “ranlasia (nKOU) 
(4ist wk). Staged surprise comevack 


jast (4U(h) week to garner 911,iUU, 
which topped preceding weeks} 
$¥,uuU. Picvure hada bigges: Monday 


(16) in 18 weeks, 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,520; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-31.29)—"nold Ghost’ (U) (2a 
wk). Abbott-Costelios latest tim 
feeling competish irom _. other 
comeaies On street, but managing 
heaithy $18,0uU On second session. 
Got around 925,000, good, in nrst. 
‘Lite Begins tor Angy riaray’ (M-G) 
comes in this week. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,662; 35-44-55- 
75)—World tremiere’ (Par), 
ing today (Wed.) with 
along with ‘Mata Hari’ (M-U) 
issue). Venerable Greta Garbo 
starrer got hetty $11,000 on weex inat 
ends touay (Wed.), nice for an oldie. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55) 
‘Forty Lhousanad Horsemen’ (inaie), 
Heaaing 10r nearly $¥,UUU, rated best 


‘nere Comes wir. vordan (Coi) and 


| Stage snow (2a WK), sOUSINE gvt,- 
vuu on second sesolun, Mmigney Une 
takings tor summer seaSun, First 


week peal expectations Wiin 394,UUU. 
(RKO) in ‘thursday 


(Z1) because ot prouuct 


secup, 


|; week, 


Rialto (Mayer) (750; 28-44-55)— | 
‘Mystery Ship (Col), Meagre 35,000 
Sight. brevious - week, 
Queen Pertect Crime’ (Col), sad} 
$4,700. 

Roxy (20th) (5,835; 
85)—Charley’s Aunt’ 
stage show (3d wk). 
played by Jack Benny 
such that it 


35-55 -65-75- 
(20th) 


starrer 


for third stanza. 


Upen- 
a preview,, 
(Te- | 


| Getting smacko $23,000. 
| (M-G) (2d run) plus James Barton, 
| Beverly Roberts, others, last week 
i $19,000, and nice profit. 


} 


| final 





| 


j;and ‘Angels 


expectancy in second week to $40,- 
000, swell profit. 

State (Loew’s) (3,400; 28-44-55-90- 
$1.10) -—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) (2d 
run) plus Mills Bros., Henny Young- 
man, Mitzi Mayfair, Frances Faye, 
‘Billy Kid’ 


Strand (WB) (2,767; 35-55-75-85- 


| 99)—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
{Clyde Lucas band and 


‘Rochester’ 
revue on stage. Heading for sturdy 
$46,000, with ‘Rochester’ and rest of 
stage show credited with much of 
draw. Stays second week. Third and 
week of ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ 
(WB) and Phil Harris band, profit- 
able $21,000. 





"HARDY ROMPS 


TO $18,000, CLEVE. 


; Cleveland, Aug. 19. 

‘Life Begins Andy Hardy’ is show- 
ing the State that there's still plenty 
of bo. life in this family series. 
Mickey Rooney film equaled the 
‘Gone With the Wind’ attendance 
figures for the first two days and is 
tearing along like a cyclone to $18,- 
000, best take of the summer. 

‘Wild Geese Calling’ is not flying 
so high for Palace, being passed by 
h.o. on ‘Manpower’ which is still hot 
at the Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO). Smart $4,000 
on fourth stanza, after $6,000 last 
week after moveover from Hipp. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 30-35-42- 
55)—Manpower’ (WB). Displaying 
strength on second round, fine $8,500, 
and wired for a third at Allen. Last 





| week, robust $12,500. 


Palace (RKO) (3,700: 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th). Helped 
by State’s overflow next door, just 
Okay $8,500. Last week, Frank 
Buck’s ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) 
not very exciting at $7,000, despite 
heavy matinee trade. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Life Begins Andy Hardy’ (M-G). 
Steamrollers couldn’t stop the Mickey 
Rooney fans, forming long lines for 
the first time this summer. No doubt 
of whamming out $18,000, nearly 
double the last Hardy pic’s gross. 
Last week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G), 
fairish $9,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 
55) — ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). 
Dawdling down the tracks for a so- 
so $3,500. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys 
Goodbye’ (Par), on moveover, much 
breezier, $5,000. 


here in several weeks. Film openeu shia 
on ‘Thursday (14) instead ot usual 
Saturday starting date. ‘Officer and “HARDY’ TERRIF 10 000 
Laay’ (Col), Okay 93,00U on Iloul ’ 
auays, in ahead. 1 

Holywood (WB) (1,225, 75-$110-/ SNAPPY PORT. WINNER 
$l.ooJ—Sgt. York’ (Ws). DUispiay-| 

ing rugged boxoffice strengun on} 

} initial week al tnis house, wuere It Portland, Ore., Aug. 19 
was switcned irom neariy six weekxs| Best opener is ‘Life Begins for 
at the Astor. Close to 950,000 likeiy| Andy Hardy,’ drawing the usual 
on mrst elignt days enuea Monaay| fans to the Broadway. ‘Charley’s 
(18) night, spienaid, _Aunt’ is still packing the bie Para- 

"1 « er e “Or ~$- ne afta ‘ 
Palace (460) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- ac enggy neg a second stanza, after top- 
ba-t9).—nnew AlL Aliswers (LCOL)} ae A 1 summer take there last 
wee 

ana ‘Wance Halli (z2vUin) (oo.n Za} a ? 
lrunm). iNice $/,zUU. in aheau, “moon Estimates for This Week 
muami (2Uui) (2d run) ana ‘“rmign-| _ Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 35-40- 
way West (WB) (1 St runs), Midis 00) ‘Life Begins for Andy Hn»: ly’ 

| >b,000. (M-G) and ‘Shining Victory’ (WB). 

. : F —_ Going over rs srrifie $19 O0F t 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85-! 4° - ‘an for a ter! ee L, 
. ore bat anc week, Barnacle Bill (M-G) ind 

Jd) hl DOY (,OOUD y € rer) and ‘Rin: 1, M; af M.-C?) ; e 

< > IVibislisibh KeeaLAIA y } : He _aen ‘ . a) I ° 
Ldiaude A ii _ NllL Wail roui ink $7 500 and moved to the Mayfai 

Spors (sin WK), verry CviONnNa,|" oe cate (Pp E 5 
VUeL's nh plage (244 WH) yee Mayfair (Parker-Evereree: 1,500; 
nine ping. tbe oe : i 35-40-50) Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
goes * ilo second Stanza Louay | ‘ oa - ey ‘ ‘ d 
(wednesuay ) altel smasn $58,VUu, Ring ide Maisie’ (M-G) m ved fl om 
urst week, Second anu unal ween O04 prondway for a second week. Good 
Snepnerd (rar) and misKine 1awKk- oe } 4 900 La week, of et erd 
Ins VaNG, PrOlLadnie 955,UUU. 2 HM pt Po tt ~ \ © ’ N18 

‘ i (Par), closed a urd week for OKay 
Kadio City Music Hall (Rocke-! $3.200 P s 
~~ . 
> oo (9.3 -“JQI-O0-99-2 ‘ ‘ - - 
feiiers) 9,YOU; 44-99-69-¥9-d1.00) Orpheum (H-E) (1,800: 35-40-50)— 


‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Passage from 
Hongkong’ (WB) (2d wk). Holdirg 
up to good $4,200. First week, with 
‘Kisses for Breakfast’ (WB), took 
fine $6,300 
Paramount (H-E) (3.000: 25-40-50) 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Bride 


i} «nough biz on ‘Jordan justilies third) wore Crutches’ (20th) (2d wk). Do- 


still great $7,600 First week, 
with ‘Accent on Love’ (20th), topned 
the burg with a summer high, ter- 


Ing 


‘rilery | rific $10,300. 


United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 35- 
40-50)—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) 
Broken Wings’ (WB). 
Satisfactory $4,500. Last week, ‘Three 


and Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA) and ‘Singin’ 
Stamina dis-| Hill’ (Rep), took poor $2,200. These 
1S | films 
will be held! (M-G) and m.o, of ‘In Navy’ 
' fourth week. Likely to show $38,000| from Broadway. pulled after three 
Comedy went over! days, poor $1.500. 


Look Down’ 
(WU) 


replaced ‘Stars 


et  a rrc 











Me VO ality 
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VARIETY Wednesday, August 20, 194] 











TOPS THEM ALL: 


New Hardy High! Biggest of Entire Series! 





AS PREDICTED! 


Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland 
were voted two of the TOP TEN 
MONEY-MAKING STARS of 
1941 in the annual nationwide 
poll of exhibitors. They're to- 
gether again in “Life Begins for 
Andy Hardy” which is the biggest 
hit of the entire seties! 


From Coast-to-Coast the news travels like wildfire! 
A. new Hardy high and it’s topping them all by a 
huge margin! 

In 375 simultaneous engagements it’s jamming 
them in to record biz! 

Remember M-G-M’s summer promise? 


No holding back— 
The biggest hits when you need them! 


«“ : 99 (Joan Crawford, Robert Taylor, 
Next comes “When Ladies Meet” 32 Gino Hi aaare 
(Just previewed, Inglewood, Cal.; and a positive riot !) 


And the pre-release of “Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde” 


A : re (Spencer Tracy, Ingrid Bergman, Lana Turner) 
is enjoying the biggest attendance in Astor history! 


That’s M-G-M for you! 


Come what may, Leo and his big Stars are in there 
delivering the big shows this year, next year, always! 


——~ 














wen. 


{ 
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Fog’-Phil Harris, Nice $21,000, Best 
In Philly; ‘Ghost’ 1G, Hardy $13,500 





Philadelphia, Avg. 19. 

Sudden drop in temperature cut 
down the usual heavy weekend exo- 
dus, and is bringing a slight uplift 
to the boxoffices. House managers 
don’t expect the doldrums to lift, 
however, until the vacation season 
folds Labor Day. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Na- 
tional convention which opens next 
Sunday (24) is expected to give only 
slight hypo to picture shows be- 
cause the vets have been noted for 
giving their trade to hot spots 
rather than the cinemas. 

Grabbing the bulk of the coin this 
sesh is the Earle with ‘Out of the 
Fog’ and Phil Harris’ orchestra. Best 
take among the straight filmers is 
being reported at the Stanley with 
‘Hold That Ghost.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Lady Cheyenne’ (U) (2d run). 
Poor $1,800. Last week’s split of 
‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Ruggles of 
Red Gap’ (Par), better with $2,500. 


Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Life Begins Hardy’ (M-G). Series 
beginning to pall here, netting 


under par $13,500. Last week, ‘Life 
Caroline’ (RKO), sour $8,500. 


Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Out of Fog’ (WB). with Phil 
Harris orch on stage. Marquee lure 
on stage and_e screen attraction, 
wickets are turning to a nice $21,000. 
Last week, combo of ‘Ringside 
Maisie’ (M-G) and Frankie Masters 
orch plus Dennis Day, good $18,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Dipping to a slow $9,500 for second 
canto. Opening turn, fair $14,500. 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Underground’ (WB) (2d run), Just 
fair for this trip, with $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) okay 
$3,500 for second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d run). Just 
under the wire with $4,500. Last 
week ‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) slightly 
under $4,000 on second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68 )— 


‘Hold Ghost’ (U). Abbott-Costello 
still clicking the turnstiles with 
bright $17,000. Last week, ‘Man- 


power’ (WB) veered slightly off for 
second week with $9,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Riding along to neat $5,000 for hold- 
over. Opening week a socko $7,000. 


K.C. GOES FOR ‘HARDY,’ 
BIG $12,500; ‘GHOST’ OK 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. 

Latest Andy Hardy film at the 
Midland is easily the best on K. C.’s 
Rialto, getting a bigger play than 
‘Hold That Ghost’ at the Fox Mid- 
west’s Esquire and Uptown. 

‘Kiss the Boys’ at the Newman is 
holdover. Some local attention is 
benefitting the Orpheum where ‘Bad 
Men of Missouri,’ is being top billed 
over ‘Out of the Fog.’ Long delayed 
yain finally hit early in week and 
has helped. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) opened Fri- 
day (15). Going nicely to okay $7,- 
500, one of: the larger figures here. 
Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
in a holdover week got steady play 
to last out eight days and garner 
$6,500, best second week in months 
here. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Ellery Queen and Per- 
fect Crime’ (Col). Hardys always 
good for heavy play and this one is 
living up to expectations, $12,500, 
plenty forte. Last week, ‘Whistling 
in Dark’ (M-G) and ‘Stars Look 
Down’ (M-G), average $8,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par), held for 
second week and coupled with ‘Rug- 

les of Red Gap’ (Par) (reissue). 

ight $4,500. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ 
(Par), solo, strong $8,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and ‘Out 
of Fog’ (WB). Local interest in first 
aiding to get them in, and second 
film satisfying on entertainment; $6,- 
000, over average. Last week, ‘Re- 
luctant Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Sons 0’ 
Guns’ (WB) dualled for reluctant 
figure, $5,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Scattergood. Pulls Strings’ (RKO) 
with four act vaude bill. Fair $6,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sunset in Wyoming’ 
(Rep) on screen, with Fred Scott 
heading stage bill, was better at 
$6,700. 











Just Fun Being Funny 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Hugh Herbert start his starring 
comedy, ‘Nobody’s Fool,’ at Uni- 
versal yesterday (Mon.) directed by 
Charles Lamont. 


Anne Gwynne is the femme in- 
terest. 


v 


| 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
,) i. ee $1,704,300 
(Based on 26 cities, 167 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Bw. .2a 





Total Gross Same Week 


* } .. Seeeerree $1,493,800 
(Based on 25 cities, 162 theatres) 











| 








| 





Cool Weather Cheers 
Wash.; ‘Geese’-C. Rimac 
1656, ‘Manpower’ 186 





Washington; Aug. 19. 

Comparatively cool, autumn-like 
weekend meant solid grosses. There’s 
nothing spectacular on the local film 
roster at the moment, but profitable 
takes are in prospect. Best seems to 
be Earle’s ‘Manpower,’ heading for 
$18,000 Town's also supporting 
comedy fare, “Hold Ghost’ opening 
strong at Keith’s while ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ is booming through a second 
stanza at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew). (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Geese Calling’ (20th), plus stage 
shows with Ella Logan, Ciro Rimac’s 
orch. Fair enough $16,500. Last 
week, ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G), plus 
Tony Pastor on stage, zoomed by 
large local Red Skelton following to 
socko $25,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 


‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Excellent $6,000. Last week, ‘Met 
Bombay’ (M-G) (2d run), tidy 
enough third downtown _ stanza, 
$5,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 


‘Manpower’ (WB) and vaude. Just 
average, but profitable $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) (2d wk) 
(advanced prices), pulled through 
with fair $16,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U). Opened strong and 
may equal first week of ‘Tom, Dick,’ 
very good $13,500. Last week, ‘Tom, 
Dick’ (RKO) (2d wk), sweet $9,500, 
pulled only because product is 
stacked up at this house. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB). Western 
spotted here and pointing toward 
dandy $7,000. Last week, ‘Bride 


C.0O.D.’ (M-G) (2d run), in for 10 
days, okay $7,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (Par) (2d wk). 


Building in holdover to fine $10,000. 
Last week, same film, held by com- 
petition to barely good $14,500. 


‘Kiss Boys,’ ‘Tom, Dick’ 
$15,000 Each, Newark 


Newark, Aug. 19. 

It’s a neck-and-neck gross race be- 
tween ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ at 
Proctor’s, ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ ai 
the Paramount, and ‘Blossoms in the 
Dust’ at Loew’s. Expectations are 
that each will take in approximately 
$15,000 this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB). and 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col). Fair $11,000. 
‘Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and 
‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) (2d wk), good 
$10,000. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 30- 
35-44-55)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and 
‘Point Widow’ (Par). Swell $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) 
and ‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) (7 days), 
mild $12,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Lady 
Scarface’ (RKO). This dual is ex- 
pected to bring a big $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Lady 
Love’ (20th), quiet $11,000. 

Stafe (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Get- 
away’ (M-G). Big $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Bar- 
nacle Bill’ (M-G), neat $15,000. 


ROONEY CLICKEROO 
IN MEMPHIS, $8,000 


Memphis, Aug. 19. 

Life came to Loew’s State boxoffice 
with ‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy.’ 
Facing scattered competition, latest 
Mickey Rooney is attracting the cus- 
tomers in droves. 

A late opener not doing badly is 
‘Time Out for Rhythm’ at the Malco. 
Musical didn’t get under way until 
Saturday, but looks to a fairish gross. 

‘Whistling in Dark’ is so-so at 
Loew’s Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d wk). Three- 
star brawler might get $3,000 on h.o. 
Last week, ditto, $6,300, socko. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G). Lack of 
marquee names hurting comedy, 
which got good notices for Skelton 
et al.; mild $3,500. Last week, ‘Char- 











ley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d wk), $3,200, 
okay. 
State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 


—Life Begins Andy Hardy’ (M-G). 
Hardy perennial getting terrific $8,- 
000. Last week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ 
(M-G), $3,100, better than expected. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—Time Out Rhythm’ (Col). Vallee 
never great here, but goodish cast 
support helping this musical to pos- 
sible $5,000. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ 
(U), $6,500, swell. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Mountain Moonlight’ (Rep) and 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA), split week. 
Not too hot at subpar $1,300. Last 
week, ‘Hamilton Womah’ (UA) (2d 
run), three days; ‘Ellery Queen’ 
(Col), two days; ‘Angels Broken 
Wings’ (Rep), two days, $16,50, very 
' good. 











Heat Wallops L.A. Weekend B.0.; 
‘Hardy’ Nifty $28,500 in 2 Spots, 





Ghest, ‘Kiss Boys Big 2d Weeks 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
i I i oc bals dmrada $308,400 
(Based on 11 theatres) 





‘Cariae'-Sien Barton 
$15,000, Balto Topper; 
‘Manpower’ Rosy 14G 








Baltimore, Aug. 19. 

Coolish weather is helping toward 
a big weekend and a resulting shot 
in the arm for entire week. Strongly 
bolstered with a stage layout headed 
by Jim Barton and Simone Simon, 
‘My Life with Caroline,’ is sending 
the combo Hipp into town’s leading 
figure. Also big is ‘Manpower,’ at 
the Stanley, and in soméwhat lesser 
degree, ‘Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy,’ at Loew’s Century. Rest of 
town in h.o. but all right. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
Attracting steady response to possi- 
ble $13,000. Last week, ‘Ringside 


Maisie’ (M-G) inched out a mildish 
$6,600. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240; 


15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Caroline’ (RKO). 
Tied to strong stage layout headed by 
James Barton and Simone Simon. 
Strongly ballyhooed and sold as 
Tenth Anniversary show, combo is 
leading town at estimated $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) 
leaning entirely on stage portion of 
Rochester and his unit, worked hard 
to reach on all-right $14,800. 

Weith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d 
week). Holding up smartly at $7,000 
reaching out for a nice $10,900 on 
tee-off. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (3d 
week). Going along all right for 
possible $4,000 after tctaling $12,400 
on previous brace; good figures for 
limited capacity of this house. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-39-44- 
55)—‘Manpower’ (WB). Slashing 
away for a rosy $14,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Underground’ (WB) 
added a very consistent $7,900. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


‘Andy Hardy’ New Lease on Life for Exhibs, ‘Bomber’ Looms 
Potent, ‘Aunt’ and ‘Ghost’ Still’ Magnets 


Exhibitors got two breaks during past seven days. It 
And they were given new 
recent array of comedy 


rained and remained cool. 
product to augment the 
vehicles. ‘Life Begins for Andy Hard 
a new 
(WB) indicates 


nearly as strong 


scattered spots where it’s played. Besides these two 
starters, ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Col), ‘Whistling in 
(M-G) and ‘Wild Geese Cailing’ (20th), hint 
promising things though out to few accounts so far. 
Carrying out previous week’s stalwart showing, tele- 
graphic reports from Variety's correspondents continue 


Dark’ 


to relate smash business being regist 
Aunt’ (20th) 


on second week, Chicago; zowie $10, 
in second stanza; smart $7,000 secor 


more: smacko $20,400 in two houses in Los Angeles for 


second session. Picture took bright 


week in Philly, superb $10,500 in Denver, swell $13,500 


in Washington, and slick $16,000 at B 


Jack Benny’s ‘Aunt’ is doing even better in some key 


spots but showing up in fewer cities 
for $56,000 in Chicago (aided by G 
and Andrews Sisters), an immense 
and fine $10,000 in Louisville. 


third week in N. Y. 
third session 


ton, second ‘session. Film is not up 
Indianapolis but $9,500 is not hay. 


MICKEY ROONEY AGAIN 
New Andy Hardy production apparently has added 
new interest to the Mickey Rooney life adventures, 
judged by the remarkable biz being chalked up in some 


15 key cities. In most places it is 


money leader. It tops the list of new boxoffice bets in 


Indianapolis, $12,000; Louisville, 


lease on life to exhibs while ‘Dive Bomber’ 


and ‘Hold That Ghost’ 
Abbott-Costello comedy for Universal is measuring up 
'to high expectations of exhibs, with sparkling $15,200 


It’s stacking up nicely 
on holdovers, outstanding being $38,000 in sight for 
Comedy is getting big $10,000 on 
in San Francisco; nearly $8,000 on 
second week in Portland and slick $10,000 in Washing- 


slick 








strong $17,500 
y’ (M-G) is giving 


business in the 





ered by ‘Charley’s 
(U). The third 


000 in Providence 
id week in Balti- 


and Denver. 


$17,000 on initial 
shows okay 
oston. 


. Film is heading 
ene Krupa’s band 
$33,000 in Detroit, 


its 


trade at $18,000. 
to expectancy in 


easily the town’s 





wood in N. Y., 


k $12,000; Denve picking up wher 


splendid $13,000; robust $12,500, K. C. 
in Chicago, 
Lincoln and Seattle; nifty $12,000 in Providence; swell 
12G in Buffalo; terrific $38,000 in two houses in Boston; 
$18,000 in Cleveland where it registered best summer 
business of theatre; rosy $13,000 in Baltimore; $28,500 
in two spots in Los Angeles; giant $10,000 in Portland, 
and socko $19,000 in Frisco. 

‘Dive Bomber’ showed up in only three spots chalk- 
ing up a huge $21,000 in Boston, big $9,000 in Minneapo- 
lis and a robust $19,000 in Frisco. 

‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ 
past week, with best showing in N. Y. (Paramount) 
where it was trimly sold with a 
grab hefty summer trade, $58,900. 
on second and third weeks respectively in Minneapolis 
Picture is 
Detroit week, at $12,000, and just fair in Kansas 
for second session. 

‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), taking off in four spots, 
boxoffice power 
Best is Washington where picture is getting $16,500, 
aided by stage show. 
doing average to dandy biz in only scattered spots, with 
N. Y. Strand engagement tops at $46,000. 

Later returns on ‘Manpower’ indicate that perhaps 
some exhibs are overlooking this film’s potentialities. 
It is clicking for a neat $9,000 in Providence, okay 
$11.000 at Buffalo; sturdy $14,000 in Baltimore and even 
better at Pittsburgh. Washington also reports profitable 


for 
e it left off 


‘Hardy’ took a 
outstanding grosses in 


(Par) was an in-and-outer in 
solid stage show to 
It was light or mild 
listed as second 
City 


so-so on it 


but is not sensational. 


‘Bad Men of Missouri’ (WB) is 


seventh week in 
at the Astor 


its 








Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

Intense heat over the weekend 
nicked grosses although ‘Life Be- 
gins for Andy Hardy’ is coming 
through with a handsome $28,500 
for the State and Chinese combined, 
Mostly holdovers in the other first- 
runs but they are doing compara- 
tively well. 

‘Hold ‘that Ghost’ is rolling up a 
strong $20,400 for its second ses- 
sion at the Pantages and RKO, de- 
spite torrid temperature. ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye’ is ringing the gong 
for a nice $15,000 on its holdover 
week at the Paramount. ‘Wild Geese 
Calling’ continues’ getting some 
substantial coin on moveovers to 
the Wilshire and United Artists. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,615; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(29th wk). Looks like substantial 
$4,000 this week for the town’s rec- 
ord run picture. Continues indefi- 
nitely. Last week also around 
$4,000. 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
30-44-55-75) —‘Life Begins Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Private Nurse’ 
(20th), opened strong and will ring 
the bell for $13,000. Last week, 
‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th) and 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), good enough 
$9,000. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and ‘Highway 
West’ (WB). Anemic $5,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) 
(2d wk) and ‘Angels With Broken 
Wings’ (Rep), fair $6,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (5th 
wk). Tough sledding with around 
$2,600 expected, and slated to be 
pulled by end of next week. Last 
week, tobogganed to poor $2,900. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 
—‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and ‘Highway 
West’ (WB). Approximately $5,000, 
n.s.¢@ Last week, ‘Bad Men Mis- 
souri’ (WB) and ‘Angels Broken 
ead (Rep), brought $5,800 into 
till. 

Orpheum (B'way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—Father Steps Out’ (Mono) and 
‘The Getaway’ (M-G), with Tito 
Guizar heading stage show, running 
up profitable $8,000. Last week, ‘Shot 
in Dark’ (WB) and ‘Bachelor Daddy’ 
(U) with Faith Bacon on stage, came 
in for healthy $9,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Hello 
Sucker’ (U). Robust $9,400 on the 
Abbott and Costello holdover. Last 
week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Two in 
Taxi’ (Col), nifty $13,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) (2d 
wk), with Ethel Waters and Kather- 
ine Dunham dancers on stage, head- 
ing for first-rate $15,000. Last week 
skvrocketed to $23,500. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Hello 
Sucker’ (U). Abbott and Costello 
starrer clicking for $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Prisoner 
Devil’s Island’ (Col), wound up with 
$15,500. 

State (Loew-F-WC) 
55-75)—‘Life Begins 
(M-G) and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), 
$15,500. Last week, ‘Wild Geese’ 
(20th) and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), 
clicked with $11,000. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55) —‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and 
‘Dressed. to Kill’ (20th). Around 
$3,100, indicated on moveover, only 
fair. Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), very 
good $4,800. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Dressed to 
Kill’ (20th), approximately $4,500, 
mildisk. Last week, ‘Charlev’s Aunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), came § 
in with excelient $7,500 on movee- 


(2.034; 


(2,204; 30-44- 
Andy Hardy’ 


| over, 


| Away’ 


‘Blossoms’ Neat $15,000 
Jersey City Leader 


Aug. 19. 
and ‘Tom, 


Jersey City, 


‘Blossoms in the Dust’ 


| Dick and Harry’ are competing for 


the town’s top business. Both are 
getting the crowds at the Loew’s and 
State, respectively. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50) 
—Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Get- 
(M-G). Nice $15,000. Last 


| week ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Barna- 
icle Bill’ (M-G), terrific $18,000, best 
| summer gross in four years. 


Stanley (WB) (4,500; 28-33-50)— 
‘Shepherd Hiliis’ (Par) and ‘High- 
way West’ (WB). Dull $12,000 in 
isight. Last week ‘Parson Panamint’ 


‘The Vatican City,’ on a test engagement at Frisco, | 
has a healthy $4,000 or better, neat for a film of this 
sort. ‘The Prime Minister,’ preeming in Montreal, leads 
the city with a socko $8,000. 

‘Dr, Jeykll-Mr. Hyde’ premiere week at the Astor, 
New York, is turning in capacity business despite ad- | 
verse reviews. ‘Sgt. York,’ switching over to the Holly- 
Manhattan, is ' 


|} top business in town. 


(Par) and ‘Sons of Guns’ 
poor $10,500. 

State (Skouras) (2,150; 28-33-50)— 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Two Taxi’ 
(Col). If State gets the expected 
$13,000 it will do comparatively the 
Mighty sweet 
takings. Last week ‘Reluctant Dra- 
(RKO) and ‘Sweetheart Cam- 
(Col), low $6,500, 


(WB), 


gon’ 
pus’ 
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Dive Bomber; ‘Hardy’ $19,000 Apiece 
In So-So Frisco; ‘Jordan’ Nifty 116 








San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ at 
the Paramount and ‘Dive Bomber’ 
at the Fox are leading the street this 
week, although the Orpheum is 
grabbing its share of what biz there 
is with ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordon.’ 
Riding third frames at the Warfield 
and Gate respectively are ‘Charley's 
Aunt’ and ‘Tom, Dick and Harry, 
latter being the first picture to go 
three rounds at the Gate since 
‘Kitty Foyle.’ March of Time’s 
‘Vatican’ started well at the Geary, 
legit spot. 

Strike clouds on the hotel horizon, 
Warmer weather and the vacation 
windup all are contributing to box- 
office lethargy. Biz held up good 
over weekend despite hot Sunday. 

Estimates for This Week 


(F-WC) (5,000; 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Nurse’s 
Secret’ (WB). Technicolor opus 
getting a big play for a _ sturdy 
$19,000, 
should do better undér normal con- 
ditions at this spot. Last week, 
holdovers elsewhere’ along the 
street sent ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) 
and ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) over 
expectations for okay $16,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 35-40-50) 
—‘The Vatican’ (RKO). Plugged 
from pulpits, March of Time’s fea- 
ture-length documentary drew a line 
more than a block long for its open- 
ing, with $4,000 possible, big for a 
Pie of this type. Last (3d-final 
week), ‘Snow White,’ okay $4,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and vaude 
(3d wk.). Fine $11,000 in prospect 
after two stanzas which topped 
‘Kitty Foyle,’ most recent flick to 
stay three frames here. Last week, 
same film, big $14,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 35- 


Fox 


40-50)—‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ | 
(Col) and ‘Richest Man in Town’ 
(Col). Novelty is getting good play 


and may hit smash $11,000, if pace 


holds. Last (3d-final) week, ‘Hold 
That Ghost’ (U) and ‘Meet the 
Chump’ (U) (lst wk.) wound up | 


with a big $7,800 in eight days. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35-40-50) 


—‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ 
(M-G). Twinning of the two serial 


stories good for nearly $19,000. Last 
(2nd final) week, ‘Kiss Boys Good- 
bye’ (Par) and ‘Shining Victory’ 
(WB) nus.g. at $7,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40- 
50)—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) (move- 
over). Just about average at $4,700. 
Last (3d) week, ‘Manpower’ (WB) 
and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), okay 
$5.000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.650: 35-40-50) 


—Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Dressed to Kill (20th) (3d wk.).! 
Still pulling for a big $10,000. Last 


(2d) week, nifty $12,000. 


H.0.’s Boost Seattle: 
‘Hardy’ Swell $9,000, 
‘Cavalcade’ Great 








: Seattle, Aug. 19. 
It’s a holdover town this week, ex- 
eept for Liberty, Fifth Avenue and 


ae, among the first run houses. | 


nly one Hamrick-Evergreener has 


35-40-50 )— | 


although a flick like this} 


vt 


big $5,200. Last week, same films, 
wonderful $8,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Cracked Nuts’ (U) and ‘Murder In- 
vitation’ (Mono), plus vaude, spright- 
ly $4,400. Last week, ‘Father Steps’ 
(Mono) and ‘Bullets O'Hara’ (WB), 
plus Bowes unit, $6,000, big, and bet- 
{tering former Bowes’ biz here. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-50) 
|—‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Dressed 
ito Kill’ (20th) (2d wk), flying along 
;to elegant $4,500. Last week, same 
| films. $7,600, swell. 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
i‘Knew All Answers’ (Col) and ‘Af- 
\fectionately Yours’ (WB) (2d run), 
lokay $2,000. Last week (30-40-50), 
\*Man Power’ (WB) (3d wk), $3,000, 
good. : 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Devil Miss Jones’ (RKO) and 
‘Magic Music’ (Par) (2d run), nice 
$2.200. Last week, ‘Penny Serenade 
Col) and ‘Model Wife’ (U) (2d run), 
$1,960, fair. 





‘Dive Bomber’ Smash 
$7,000 in Oke Omaha; 
Ghost’ Big $12,000 





Omaha, Aug. 19. 

‘Dive Bomber’ a smash at the 
|Brandeis coupled with ‘Hurry, 
| Charley, Hurry,’ and will easily get 
a terrific figure at this smaller house. 
| Long lines daily at boxoffice. Ab- 
bott and Costello in ‘Hold That 
|Ghost’ plus ‘San Antonio Rose’ will 
| get top coin in town, while ‘Life Be- 
| gins for Andy Hardy’ also is strong 
j}at the Omaha. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
95-35-40) —‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
\‘Hurry, Charley,” (RKO), terrific 
| $7,000, an unusually high figure at 

house. Last week, ‘Caroline’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Officer Lady’ (Col), 
| nifty $6,300. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
|40)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘San An- 
ltonio Rose’ (U), big $12,000. Last 
| week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
| ‘Bachelor Daddy’ (U), nice $11,500. 
| Omaha (Tristates)’ (2,000; '10-30- 
| 40)—Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Hello Sucker’ (WB), so-so $8,200. 
|Last week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) 
land ‘Very Young Lady’ (20th), 
| pretty good $9,000. 
| State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 


| this 


‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘So Ends 
|Night’ (UA) split with ‘Penalty’ 
|(M-G), ‘Adventure Washington’ 


| (Col) and ‘Man Lost Self’ (U), fair 


| $950. Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB), 
|‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO), split with 
‘Out of Fog’ (WB), ‘Model Wife’ 
(U) and ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col), | 


| rather light $900. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
-—‘Son David Crockett’ (Col), 
‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB), ‘Seattergood 
Baines’ (RKO), triple split with 
‘Wildcat Tucson’ (Col), ‘Caught Act’ 





(PRC) and ‘Ghost Town’ - (PRC), 
‘Gay Vagabond’ (Rep) and ‘Wings’ 
(Par), light $875. Last week, 
‘Nevada City’ (Rep), ‘County Fair’ 
(Rep), ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA), 


| triple split with ‘Texas’ (PRC), ‘Each 

{Dawn Die’ (WB) and 

| Prairie’ (Col), ‘Man Monster’ 

}and ‘Horror Island’ 
Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 

berg) (960-600-300; 25)—‘Billy Kid’ 


(U) 


‘Thunder | 
(U), fine $1,100. } 


| (M-G), ‘So Ends Night’ (UA), split | 


—Life Begins Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Meet Again’ (RKO). Splendid 
$13,000, and holds over. Last week, 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Ringside 
Maisie’ (M-G), nice $9,000. 
Paramount (Fox) ¢2,200; 25-40) — 
‘Underground’ (WB) and ‘Three 
Sons o’' Guns’ (WB). Good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Adventure Washington’ 
(Col) and ‘Bullets O'Hara’ (WB), 


neat $6,000. 

Rialte (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Scar- 
face’ (UA) and ‘Sky Devils’ (UA). 
Big $2,700. Last week, ‘Manpower’ 
(WB) and ‘Blondie Society’ (Col), 
after a week at Denver, nice $2,200. 


BOMBER’ $9,000 
IN PEPPY MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

Thanks to a gala northwest pre- 
miere, with Gene Autry and Dorothy 
Lewis, the latter the film’s star, mak- 
ing personal appearances on the 
opening day, ‘Ice-Capades’ is stealing 
some of the local boxoffice thunder 
currently. 

With only one holdover, ‘Kiss Boys 
Goodbye,’ instead of the customary 
two or three, the public has the 
widest choice of new screen enter- 
tainment in some time. Of the lead- 
ing newcomers ‘Dive Bomber’ is 
causing the most substantial box- 
office rush. However, healthier 
business prevails. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘For Beauty’s Sake’ (20th) and 
‘Raiders of Desert’ (U). Headed for 
satisfactory $1,200 in five days. ‘Pass- 
age Hongkong’ (WB) and ‘Accent on 
Love’ (20th) open Tuesday (19). Last 
week ‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB) and 








‘Wait for You” (M-G). Nice $1,400 
in five days. 
Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 


‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). Disney 
film well-liked, but going isn’t so 
good. Light $3,000. Last week 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) (2d wk), $3,- 
800 okeh after good $8,500 first week. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 20)—‘She- 
Devil Island’ (Indie) and ‘Wajan’ 
(Indie). Light $600 indicated. Last 
week ‘Take It With You’ (Col) (re- 
issue), light $500. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Ice-Ca- 
pades’ (Rep). Exploited to a fare- 
ye-well, but stretching to get $2,800, 
good. Last week ‘Big Store’ (M-G), 
$4,000. Big. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44)— 
‘Life With Caroline’ (RKO). Slow 
going for this one, although well 
liked. Coleman may be slipping as 
boxoffice magnet. Mild $5,500, like- 
ly out after six days. Last week 
‘Manpower’ (WB), good $7,400. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Cast names 
and theme’s timeliness good box- 
office ammunition. Should climb to 
big $9,000. Last week ‘Kiss Boys’ 
(Par), mild $6,400. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,300: 
‘Great Dictater’ (UA). 
borhood showing. Looks like good 
$3,500. Last week ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th), oke $3,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) 
(2d run). Mild pace of first week 
;}not quickened appreciably. Light 
| $1,500. Last week “Tom-Dick’ (RKO) 
| (2d wk), $2,200. 


28-39 )— 
First neigh- 





ROONEY L’VILLE LEADER 


|‘Hardy’ Robust $12,000 — ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ Close Second, $10,000 





Louisville, Aug. 19. 
‘Andy Hardy’ is headed for top 


@ new bill, Fifth Avenue, with ‘Life | with ‘Penalty’ (M-G). ‘Adventure | money at Loew's State this week. 
Begins for Andy Hardy.’ Para- | Washington’ (Col) and ‘Man Lost | and will shade ‘Charley’s Aunt’ at 
mount's “Wild Geese’ holds. ‘Hold | Self’ (U), fair $900. Last week,‘John | the Rialto by a narrow margin. 
That Ghost’ is being held at Or- | Doe’ (WB), ‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO), | Rooney is still packing the old b.o. 


pheum. 
; Liberty is making plenty out of 
Jungle Cavalcade,’ with slick bally- 
hoo. This includes hve animals in 
theatre lobby; two circus men pa- 
rading with a bear: billboards and 
big space in the papers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

(850; 30-40-50)—‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ 


| split with ‘Out of Fog’ (WB), ‘Model 
| Wife’ (U) and ‘Scattergood Baines 
| (RKO), light $875. 


DENVER’S UPBEAT 


Mickey Reoney 
did $13,000—Ghost’ $10,500 





Leads Pack, Splen- 


punch. B.o, traffic at other down- 
town houses is naturally light with 
the two deluxers dividing most coin. 


Third downtown week for ‘Man 
pare at the Mary Anderson will 
}end Wednesday (20), one day early, 


to make way for the Thursday open- 
ing of ‘Sgt. York.’ Pic will open 
with a lot of ballyhoo, as the War- 


| —_—— iner Bros. exploiteer has been in 
(Par) and ‘Forced Landing’ (Par) | Denver, Aug. 19 town beating the drums. Weather 
(2d wk). Hot from Fifth Avenue,} Orpheum with ‘Life Begins for|has been favorable for film houses 
good $2,700. Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ Andy Hardy’ and ‘They Meet Again,’| with opposish no greater than the 
(20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) (2d tops town on coin while ‘Scarface’ | usual. Season of summer shows 
wk), good enough $2,100 and ‘Sky Devils’ at Rialto is a sen-| closed at Iroquois Amphitheatre 


Coliseum (H-E) (1,900: 
Love’ (Col) (2d run). slow 
Last week, ‘Woman’s Face’ 
and ‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par) (2d run), 
$2.700, good. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) 
50) — ‘Life Begins Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ 
(M-G}. wonderful $9,000. Last week, 
‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Forced Land- 
ing’ (Par), $6.700, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 21-30-40) 
*Jungle Cavaleade’ (RKO) and ‘Two 
in Taxi’ (Col), big blasts for the 
Frank Buck film indicates great $6.- 

. Last week, ‘Prisoner Devil’s Is- 
land’ (Col) and ‘County Fair’ (Rep). 
garnered fairish $3,000. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-50)— 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Bride 
Crutches’ (20th) (3d wk). good $2.- 

500. Last week, same films, swell 
$3,500. 


$2.400. 





Orvheum (H-E) (2.600: 30-40-50)— | ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 


_! | 21-35)— 
Billy the Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Dare Not | 


sation. Biz generally improved. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 


}at the Denver. 


| week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) 


| $7,000. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40)| rently pacing 


}—-‘Barnacle Bill’ 
| side Maisie’ 
;}the Orpheum. Fair $2,500. 
} week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ 

; ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G), after 
|a week at the Orpheum, good $3,000. 
| Denham (Cockriil) (1,750; 25-35- 
| 40)—‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) (3d 
'wk) and ‘World Premiere’ (Par). 
Mildish $5,000. Last week, ‘Kiss 
| Boys’ (Par) nice $6,600 for second 
week, 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40) — 
| ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Tillie Toiler’ 
| (Col). Superb $10,500. Last week, 
(20th) and ‘Accent 


‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) and ‘Highway | on Love’ (20th) great $12,000. 


West’ (WB) (2d wk), looks good for | 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 


25-40) — 
(M-G) | ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), after a week 


(M-G) and ‘Ring- | Last week, ‘Kiss 
(M-G), after a ‘eet ‘Paper Bullets’ (PRC), oke $2,000. 

st 
(M-G) and | —‘Wings’ (Par) and ‘Flame New Or- 


} Saturday (16), and this will help the 
| theatre biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 


Fine $5,000. Last! (1.400; 15-30-40)—‘Hold That Ghost’ 
finished a | (U) 
(2,349; 30-40- | three-week roadshow with a good 


and ‘Hit Road’ (U). Healthy 
| pair moved over from Rialto, where 
} they turned in a socko gross. Cur- 
fcr average $1,900. 
Boys’ (Par) and 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
| leans’ (U). Light $1,000. Last week, 
| ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Model 
Wife’ (U), managed all right $1,100. 

Leew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Life Begins Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Ellery Queen Perfect 
| Crime’ (Col). Mickey Rooney’s 
drawing power still as potent as ever 
and getting the town’s best gross in 
| face of strong opposish, $12,000. Last 
| week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) .and 





| ‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col), man- 
| aged pretty good $7,500 
Mary Andersen (Libson) (1,000; 


| 44)—‘Caroline’ 


Benny Heading for Record $33,000 
In Robust Det.; ‘Kiss Boys’ 126, 2d Wk. 





15-30-40)—‘Manpower’ (WB), third 
downtown week, cut to six days, to 
make way for opening of ‘Sgt. York’ 
Thursday (21) at advanced prices. 
Will taper off on shortened week to 
light $2,400. Last week same pic was 
good for fine $4,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Jack 
Benny’s work in the old farce is 
pulling in patrons with his radio fol- 
lowing making an impression at the 
wicket. Stepping off fine $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Hit 
Road’ (U), burned ’em up for swell 
$11,000 and moveover. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) —‘Parson Panamint’ (Par) 
and ‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep). Boys 


over on Fourth Avenue are grab- 
bing all the coin and this house, 
just off the main stem, is treated like 
a stepchild. Mild $2,500. Last week, 
‘Navy Blue’ (M-G) and ‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G) (reissues), fair $3,000. 





Happy Days in Buff., 
‘Hardy’ Hefty $12,000, 
‘Manpower’ Trim: 116 


Buffalo, Aug. 19. 

Happy days are back again at Buf- 
falo ticket windows with all down- 
town firmly in the higher brackets. 
‘Life Begins Andy Hardy’ is a pow- 
erful draw at the Lakes, with ‘Man 
Power’ at the Buffalo close behind. 
Second round for ‘Charley’s Aunt’ at 
the Hip is strong following a riproar- 
ing initial session, while ‘Hold That 
Ghost’ continues sockeroo at the La- 
fayette. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)—“Man 
Power’ (WB) and ‘Ringside Maisie’ 
(M-G). Nice pace indicates satisfac- 
tory $11,000. Last week, ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Man Betrayed’ 
(Rep), smash session bettered $17,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Life Begins Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th). Looks 
like swell $12,000. Last week, ‘Shep- 
herd Hills’ (Par) and ‘Forced Land- 
ing’ (Par), climbed up steadily for 
solid $10,000. ° 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Char- 
ley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Man Betrayed’ 
(Rep) (2d run). Still drawing; neat 





$7,500. Last week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ 
(M-G) and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) 
(2d run), showed plenty strength 


and came in with trim $7,000. 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Hold That Ghost’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Hello Sucker’ (U). Still holding ’em 
popeyed. Probably sizzling $10,000. 
Last week. ‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) 
and ‘Mutiny in Arctic’ (U), shook 
them out of their seats for an extra 
swell $15,000. 
20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
(RKO) and ‘Bullets 
O’Hara’ (WB). Stacking up well, 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ 
(RKO) and ‘Hurry Charlie’ (RKO), 
shoughed off to n.s.g. $5,500. 


HARDY’ SLICK $12,000 
IN INDPLS, ‘AUNT’ 936 


Indianapolis, Aug. 19. 
Mickey Rooney is filling the cof- 
fers this week at Loew’s where ‘Life 
Begins for Andy Hardy,” dualled 
with ‘Ellery Queen’s Perfect Crime.’ 
is setting the pace downtown. Also 











as expected is ‘Charley’s 
tne Indiana. The Circle 


has 


second week downtown after first 
showing at Indiana but take was 
evidently milked over there because 
biz is mild. Lyric, showing a re- 
| issue of ‘This Way Please’ and seven 
|acts of vaude, is in the black only 
because nut is low. 
Estimates for This Week 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
40)—‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) and ‘Hit 
Road’ (U), meagre $4,200, after 
same bill got socko biz the first week 
at Indiana. Last week, ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U), weak $5,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- 
40)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Accent on Love’ (20th), good $9,500 
but not up to terrif expectations. 
Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Hit 
Road’ (U) very good $9,800. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,00: 25-30-40) 
—‘Life Begins Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Ellery Queen Perfect Crime’ 
(Col) setting the pace with dandy 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Ringside 
Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Uncertain Feel- 
ing’ (UA), not-so-good $6,800. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— 
‘This Way Please’ (Par) (reissue) 
and vaude headed by Shirley Deane, 
neat $10,000. Last week, ‘Bullets 
O’Hara’ (WB) and Clyde McCoy 





orch, okay $12,000. 


in the blue chips but not as strong | 
Aunt’ at | 
‘Hold | 
| That Ghost’ plus ‘Hit the Road’ for | 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ is the wealthy 
relative which will extend its visit 
at the Fox here. Pushing away at 
figures that likely will top the 
house’s last smash, “Tobacco Road,’ 
the Benny flicker is en route t. top 
$33,000, with no competition. How- 
ever, the oldtimers aren’t doing bad- 
ly because the only other fresh bill 
in the first-runs here is the revival 
of ‘Mata Hari’ and ‘Navy Blue and 
Gold,’ ringing up a choice figure for 
the Palms-State. 

Michigan is carrying ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye’ and ‘Out of the Fo,’ 
for a second stanza while the Adams 
has taken over “Tom. Dick and 
Harry’ after two weeks at the Fox 
and freshened it up with ‘Cracked 
Nuts.’ 

Aug. 28 will see the United Art- 
ists back in the picture game here, 
opening with ‘Mr. Jekyll and Mr, 
Hyde.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (3d wk) and 
‘Cracked Nuts’ (U). O. K. $6,200 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Sweetheart of 
Campus’ (Col) and ‘Bowery Blitz’ 
(Mono), dull $5,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th). Should better 
an immense $33,000. Last week, 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Perfect 
Crime’ (Col) (2d wk), tucked a 
cheerful $15,500 behind a _ sweet 
$24,000. ; 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —Kiss Boys’ (Par) and 
‘Out of Fog’ (WB) (2d wk). Can 
tuck- a so-so $12,000 behind last 
week’s average $15,000. . 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
and ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G) 
(reissues), There seems life in the 
old girl yet for a nifty $10,000 on 
these revivals. Last week, ‘Shepherd 
of Hills’ (Par) and ‘Topper’ (UA), 
not bad at $8,000. 


‘GHOST’ $10,000 1.0. 
IN PROV.; ‘HARDY’ 126 


Providence, Aug. 19. 

In its second week, ‘Hold That 
Ghost’ at RKO Albee is still one of 
hottest in town, and may hold a 
third. First week’s gross sky- 
rocketed $3,000 over an estimated 
$12,000 when an extra show was 
added to take care of overflow 
crowds. Also strong are ‘Life Be- 
gins for Andy Hardy’ at Loews 
State and ‘Manpower’ at Majestic. 
A 10 degree drop in temperature 
| plus rain is helping. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Repent Lei- 
} sure’ (RKO) (2d wk). Riding high 
‘for zowie $10,000 after bell-ringing 
| $15,000 opening stanza. 
| Cariten (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
| 50)—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and ‘Navy 














| Blue, Gold’ (M-G) (reissues). 
| Started slowly but picked up over 
| weekend for fair $2,000. Last we ek, 
| ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Ride 
Vaquero’ (20th) (2d run), so-so 
$2,000. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35)— 
| ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) (reis- 


sue) and ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO). 
| Slow one since this marks third visit 
of former pic downtown. Slated for 
so-so $2,000. Last week, ‘Kitty 
Foyle’ (RKO) (reissue) and ‘Sunset 
Wyoming’ (Rep), good $2,800. 
Majestie (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Sons O’ Guns’ 
(WB). Nice setup and should do 
neat $9,000. Last week, ‘Under- 


ground’ (WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ 
(WB), fair $6.500 
State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 


‘Life Begins Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Per- 
fect Crime’ (Col). Should ring up 
nifty $12,000. Last week, ‘Whistling 
| Dark’ (M-G) and ‘Stars Look Down’ 
| (M-G), slow $8,000. 

| Strand (Indie) (2,000: 28-39-50)— 
‘Parson Panamint’ (Par) and ‘Blondie 
| Society’ (Col). Only fairish $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and 
‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep), not bad $7,000. 





WB’s Next 2 Tradies 


Warner Bros. yesterday (Tuesday) 
set Sept. 2 as date for tradeshowing 
of two additional consent decree pix. 
They are ‘Nine Lives Are Not 
Enough’ and ‘Law of the Tropics.’ 

Screenings will take place in 31 
key cities. WB is not showing or 
selling its films on the 1941-42 pro- 
gram in blocks, but individually or 
in small groups as they come up. 








Boaiding House Blues 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Jinx Falkenburg and Buddy 
Rogers head the cast in ‘Sing for 
Your Supper,’ rolling at Columbia. 
Charles Barton directs, under pro- 
duction of Leon Barsha. 

















wer. 


Wednesday, August 20, 1941 


x oe 


mere 
” 


ca Raman ath Raper in ee unos 


inoue te econo 


RABE ERE rie ee Ore phate: 


ne ares Ane atypia 


ea 


SR RE RE TS Se ine TT 


ad 
ale 


T. stampede is on! The greatest sensation 
to hit this industry in recent vears is now the 
talk of film row from coast-to-coast. The 
launching of TANKS A MILLION, the first 

of Hal Roach’s Streamliners, was watched 


GREATEST 


by circuit heads and independent exhibitors 


from coast-to-coast, 


The. news:i¢ out! TANKS: A-MILLION is 


comedy: of hit proportions! The Hollywood 


Reporter says: 


**Roach’s Streamliner a panic! Show is 


a solid howl and a sure hit attraction.” 


The revolutionary idea 6f a Streamliner run- 

ning from 30 to 60 minutes has taken the 
industry by storm. Exhibitors realize this will 
increase the turn-over in their theatres per- 
mitting them to play to larger grosses. As a 
result, everyone's getting on the band-wagon 


to sign up for the entire series of Streamliners. 


Already the tip.is out that ALL AMERICAN 

OS FR fast-paced thrilling musical and | 
the second: Streamliner. is another smash, 
directed by Leroy Prinz. See your Ue A. 
branch manager. Get. him to show you 
TANKS 4 MILLION: Hewill be able to scream 
4LL AMERICAN CO-ED within a few weeks: 


The Streamliners are on the march! Get on 


i | me i 
the band-wagon! Get your share of the profits. 


H.you haven't already gotten your copy of the 24-page Streamliner 
booklet showing you how to merchandise this great series of 
pictures, contact your U. A. exchange and get this booklet. Then 
start your advance campaign on TANKS A MILLION. 


RELEASED THRU: UNITED. ARTISTS 


COMEDY REVIEWS 
OF THE YEAR! 


a 


‘4nitial Hal Roach Streamliner a mirth- 
quake of laughs. Certain audience winner 

An unusual departure from orthodox film 
making but according to the preview audi- 


ence, it is a definite success.” — Film Daily 


, 


“Kept its audience in a state of hilarity 
and sent tradefolk away predicting that . 
more and more of these are what the doc- 
tors will be prescribing for show business!” 


— Motion Picture Herald 


“It looks. as. though this solution to the 
double feature problem will emerge as a 
winner. In 50 minutes of celluloid has 
been crammed an amazing quantity of 
laughs —and it boasts an additional asset, 
timeliness.” - Boxr-ofiv 


“Tanks a Million’ is an auspicious debut © 
for the Streamliners. Funny, timely enter- 
tainment headed for a hearty audience 


welcome!” — Daily } artets 


“Hal Roach scores high with his. first 
Streamlined feature!’ — Jos ingeles Times 


“With this excellent streamlined comedy; 


‘Hal Roach may have. found an answer to 


double features. It is headed for outstand- 
ing popularity.” 


» — Showmen's Trade Revieu 
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See C10 Theatre Service Union In 


Det. as Forerunner to Nat'l Move 


—_———_—— + 


Detroit, Aug. 9. 

Said to mark the first invasion by 
the CIO in the theatrical field, the 
Detroit Theatre Service Employees 
union has started picketing of the 
Eastown, operated by the extensive 
Wisper & Wetsam chain here. Re- 
cently granted a charter by the CIO, 
which boasts an extensive member- 
ship in the strong automobile unions 
here, the Theatre Service Employees 
union, which includes every type of 
theatre employee—managers, cash- 
iers, ticket sellers, janitors, ushers, 
etc.—is said to be angling for a con- 
tract in a chain which will lead to 
an advantageous position for future 
moves through the city. 

Information is that among the ap- 





Sammy Baugh’s Personal 





Fort Worth, Aug. 19. 

Slingin’ Sammy Baugh, all-Ameri- 
can football quarterback of a few 
years ago and presently a _ pro- 
fessional gridiron player, will be 
here at the Palace Sept. 6 for the 
first installment of Republic’s ‘King 
of the Texas Rangers,’ in which he 
appears as the ‘king’. Baugh, whose 
home is at Sweetwater, Texas, takes 
the lead in a story of activities of 
Texas Rangers. Former star at 
Texas Christian, he’s presently 
chuckling the pigskin for the Wash- 
ington Redskins, 

‘Don’t scorn the serials,’ said 
Baugh on a visit here, ‘the movie- 





‘plicants for the CIO charter were a 
large number of members of the De- 
troit Theatre Managers & Assistant 
Managers, an AFL organization. In 
granting the charter, the CIO was 
making its first move in any city into 
the theatre field, it was pointed out, 
prefering the Detroit setup of a 
general union for its purposes. Re- 
port also is strong that the DTSE 
has quietly pulled in a majority of 
theatre employees and a number of 
crafts which have been associated 
with the AFL for years. 

Local angling is being watched 
sharply both by managements and 
the union officials on the idea that 
the general theatre union here is a 
feeler before embarking on a na- 
tional program. 


STARS ‘GREET’ FANS 





goers like ’em and besides, that is 
an easy way for a football player to 
make money.” 








WB Theatre Takes Ad 





Memphis, Aug. 19. 

Now this town has seen every- 
thing. 

This week it witnessed the spec- 
tacle of a paid newspaper ad by one 
theatre management bemoaning the 
departure of a competing manager. 
In large black type, the Warner 
theatre ad on Monday in both local 
papers said: 


“Howard Waugh and His Asso- 


OUTSIDE THEATRE TO0) tne ‘ceparture of Cecil Vogel, a fine 





Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

Paramount here pulled a new kind 
of personal appearance for Gene 
Autry and Dorothy Lewis in connec- 
tion with premiere of latter’s initial 
stellar vehicle, Republic’s ‘Iceca- 
pades’, at Gopher last Friday (15). 
At specified times they had the two 
luminaries ‘greet’ public in front of 
the theatre, saying ‘hello,’ shaking 
hands and giving autographs. Al- 
though pair also made personal ap- 
pearance on theatre stage twice at 
night, comparatively small capacity 
of house (1,000) influenced sponsors 
to arrange the additional outside 
‘greeting.’ 

Newspaper ads for the event ‘in- 
vited’ the public to ‘greet’ Autry 
and Miss Lewis ‘in front of the the- 
atre’ at 3:30, 7 and 9 p. m. Huge 
throngs were attracted. 


M-G Salvos Earl Hudson 
For ‘Scarface’ Campaign 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 

In recognition of his temerity in 
playing up ‘Scarface’ Joan Crawford 
in ‘A Woman’s Face,’ Earl Hudson, 
president of United Detroit Theatres, 
was presented with a special ex- 
ploitation award by M-G-M. Medal 
was presented by Mayor Edward 
Jeffries through the local manager 
for Metro. 


Hudson, over protests of his own 
staff, decided to feature the grim 
side of the picture and was forced 
to go to the film itself to get shots 
of the mutilated right side of the 
star’s face for use in his advertising. 
Result was that while biz was good 
in the rest of the keys it was a smash 
in Detroit. As a further result 
Metro revised its entire campaign on 
the Joan Crawford picture, even 
rushing it into towns where ‘Face’ 
had played sae the new campaign 
would catch tl.2 subsequent runs. 


Hudson was credited with hypoing 
the grosses or the picture through- 
out the country through taking a 
chance. 











Fairbanks’ 10G Bequest 
Starts M.P. Relief’s Units 


Hoilywood, Aug. 19. 

Douglas Fairbanks’ bequest of 
$10,000 to the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund will be used to endow several 
dwelling units at the proposed new 
Motion Picture Country Club. 

Memorial will furnish living quar- 
ters for film workers, ranging from 
stagehands to stars; according to 
Jean Hersholt, Relief Fund presi- 
dent. Construction of country home 
is expected to start Sept. 21. 


gentleman, a clean competitor, a 
great showman, and a swell guy.” 
In somewhat small type, it con- 
tinued: 

“We also take this opportunity to 
welcome Maurice Druker, his suc- 
cessor, and wish him success and 
happiness in the Best City in the 
World.” 

Vogel left the helm at Loew’s 
State Saturday (16) to manage 
Loew’s Stillman, Cleveland. Druker 
jumped here from Loew’s State, 
Cleveland. Vogel had been Frere 12 
years, was so highly regarded that 
a local amusements columnist did a 
special column bemoaning his de- 
parture. 


CAPT. FARNOL MAY BE 








Lynn Farnol’s office has been 
‘All That Money Can Buy’ (formerly 
‘The Devil and Daniel Webster’), 
William Dieterle production being 


released by RKO. 


Former United Artists pub-ad head 
incidentally, may shortly lose the 
captaincy in the Army, to which he 
was recently commissioned, because 
of his physical condition. He has 
been ordered relieved of his post, 
in charge of public relations for the 
First Air Corps, but will retain it 
pending final decision by an appeals 
board. 


Texas’ ‘Thumbs Up’ 








To Bemoan Memphis’ | 


l ry.’ The Music Hall frankly adver- 


’ tised that it would be unwise to 
| 
Loss of Loew S$ Voge! come in on the middle of ‘Jordan.’ 


MUSTERED OUT OF ARMY 


named to handle special publicity for | 


Jit Pix—1906 A.D. 





Fort Worth, Aug. 19. 

All it took for admission price 
to any one of the eight Interstate 
Circuit theatres here Friday (15) 
was a nickel—that is, if it bore 
the date 1906. 

Interstate is celebrating its 
35th anniversary this month, the 
1906 date. 


Using M. H. Ads 
To Cue Exhibs 
On ‘Mr. Jordan’ 


Distributors are spotlighting the 
Radio City Music Hall’s ads on 
‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Col) 


as a cue to hinterland exhibs 
who have been worried about some 
recent pictures wherein the element 
of strict sequencing contributes im- 
portantly to enjoyment of the films. 
Among others of this type are ‘Citi- 
zen Kane’ and “Tom, Dick and Har- 











The hinterland exhibs have argued 
that that might be okay for a dis- 
criminating clientele as at Radio 
City, but what about discouraging 
the drop-in trade? 

However, it has since been estab- 
lished that the public is more satis- 
fied when so advised; and further- 
more they do come in at scheduled 
hours and the b.o. seems to average 
up the same. 


‘MOVIE VACATION’ TO 
DRIVE THE YR. "ROUND 


Philadelphia. 





Editor, VARIETY: 


Here is about the 


‘Movie Vacation’ idea which we 
thought you might want to know. 

The Philadelphia Eve. Bulletin is 
going right ahead with week-in, 
week-out promotion of ‘Movie Vaca- 
tions’ as the idea is just as valuable 
for promoting theatre attendance in 
fall, winter or spring as it is in sum- 
mer. Suitable copy for other sea- 
sons of the year will be forthcoming 
as each season approaches. 


The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 
made a test of ‘Movie Vacation’ 
trailers in 20 theatres and based 
on- the enthusiastic reception of ex- 
hibitors is ordering a large number 
of trailers and notifying all theatres 
of their availability. 


In addition to trailers another idea 
has been put into effect, i.e., circular 
pasters promoting the ‘Movie Vaca- 
tion’ idea are being used over ticket 
windows, on lobby posters and wher- 
ever theatre audiences pass. Sup- 
plies of these pasters are in the hands 
of local studios doing poster work 
and are being worked into posters 
wherever exhibitors specify their 
use. 

Alfred E. Hill,-manager for Atlan- 
tic Theatres, Inc., of the Wood thea- 
tre in Woodbury, N. J., has adopted 
the Philadeiphia Evening Builetin’s 


some news 





Week; M.0.T. Tieup 


San Antonio, Aug. 19. 

By official proclamation of Mayor 
C. K. Quin on Friday (15), this week 
will be known as ‘Thumbs Up, Texas’ 
week in honor of the March of Time 
motion picture of the same name, 
current at the Majestic. A greater 
portion of the footage in the film is 
scenes of various train’.g camps near 
this city. Other scenes contain shots 
of various industries of the state 
geared to defense. Others show lead- 
ing Texans at work. 

In conjunction with the showing 
here small ‘Thumbs Up’ pins are 
being sold in the lobby, proceeds of 
which will go to British War Relief. 


Edwards With NSS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

Jack Edwards, veteran theatre and 
film publicist and staff member of 
Variety and Datmty Variety in Hol- 
lywood for 15 years, joined National 
Screen Service as contact with Fox 
West Coast Theatres. 

He will headquarter in the F-WC 
home office. 

















| “Movie Vacation’ idea in decorating 
ithe front of the Wood theatre for 
August, its 10th anniversary month. 
Hill got the idea from Abe Montague 
of Columbia Pictures, who sent out 
copies of the Bullefin’s ‘Movie Vaca- 
tion’ ads to 10,000 theatres. 


In addition to building his anni- 
versary display around the ‘Movie 
Vacation’ theme (‘Only on a Movie 
Vacation Can You See the World 
Today,’ and ‘Movie Vacations Are 
Good for the Family and You’), he 
used it in local ads. 


Mr. Hill, who is celebrating his 
sixth anniversary atthe Wood this 
month, has received much favorable 
comment from the public and the 
trade on his use of the ‘Movie Vaca- 
tion’ theme. Part of his lobby dis- 
play is a scale model sailboat rocked 
by a motor against a streamer read- 
ing, ‘Vacation With Us During 
August.’ The same idea is carried 
out in the 10 theatres belonging to 
this group. 

George T. Eager. 





[Mr. Eager of the Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin created the ‘Movie 





Vacation’ idea.—Ed.] 





More Drive-Ins Opened in Buffalo 
Zone; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





Buffalo, Aug. 19. 
Western New York's second Drive- 
In opened on Niagara Falls Blvd., 
built and operated by Walter & 
Driscoll who also operate five out- 
door pix spots in Erie, Pa, and 
Cleveland. 


New Drive-In, Cheektowaga, open 
under management of M. A. Mooney 
of Co-Operative Theatres of Ohio. 

Plenty of face-lifting, refurbishing 
and air-conditioning: Rapp Merri- 
man’s Franklin, Abe Corrin’s Alca- 
zar, Ann Dowling’s Lyric and Sid 
Grossman’s Elmwood, all of Syra- 
cuse; Basil’s Strand, Buffalo, and 
Dipson’s Rivoli, N. Tonawanda. 

ube Cantor and wife of the 
Acme, Syracuse, back after several 
months on the Coast. 

Damage by fire estimated at $15,- 
000 sustained by Jack Carp’s May- 
fair, Syracuse. 

George Maurer, formerly of Shea- 
Par Buffalo and Niagara Falls chain, 
out of show business. 

Robert Gibbons, vice Bob Dem- 
ming, as manager of Shea’s Elm- 
wood during latter’s summer vaca- 
tion. 

Vince Saley added to the art de- 
partment of Shea-Par theatres. 

Joseph Carauna, Jr., assistant to 
manager Robert Dame at Shea's 
Niagara. 

Val Klaiber, chief booker of the 
local MGM exchange for past four 

ears and recently appointed MGM 
ndianapolis office manager, tend- 
ered luncheon at Variety Club. Local 
MGM additions: Ruth Cushing, new 
contract clerk; June Dangel, assist- 
ant billing clerk; Myron Gross moves 
= to chief booker, his place being 
filled by Harry Buxbaum, student 
booker from Detroit. : 

Local Paramount office changes 
include advancement of Richard 
Carroll as booker in place of Robert 
Blotchky, now first lieutenant at 
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., with How- 
ard Volk succeeding as assistant. 

Lydia Behling of the Ellen Terry 
and Sylvia, Buffalo, elected-to the 
board of M.P.T.O. of New York 
State, Inc., marking the first woman 
director on the board in existence 
of organization. 

George Roberts, 20th Century-Fox 
district manager, recovering from a 


major operation at his home in 
Cleveland. 
Amherst, new Buffalo suburban 


house to be opened under manage- | 


ment of Nikitas Dipson, begins op- 
erations early next month. 





Ed Bellew to Chi 
Detroit, Aug. 19. 

Ed Bellew, exploitation man for 
United Artists who whacked up his 
time between Detroit and Minne- 
apolis, has been transferred to the 
Chicago office. 

Because of pocr health, J. L. 
(Toots) Chapman, for many years 
active as an exhibitor, is selling his 
Lincoln in Sebewaing to the Adham 
Bros., who operate a chain in the 
Thumb district of Michigan. 

Former Pittsburgh theatre mana- 
ger Lester Burk has been brought 
here by Milton Jacobson to manage 
his Blackstone. Another importation 
has seen Barton Hosier, former man- 
ager in Iowa, brought in by Wisper 
& Wetsman to handle the Calvin. 

Cari Krueger, Jam Handy execu- 
tive, transferred by commercial film 


company from the theatrical to the | 


projection department. 





Jack Judd Expanding 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 

Jack Judd, who operates Theatre 
Poster Service company here bear- 
ing his name, branching out and will 
open in Cleveland in association 
with Jack Klein. 

Max Arnold has acquired Olympic, 
Verona, reentering film biz after 
being engaged in the cosmetic trade 
for several years. ,Arnold formerly 
cperated a Pittsburgh nabe house. 
Transfer was from Joseph Moritz, 
who is leaving shortly for Los An- 
geles, where he is going into the 
theatre business. 

Park, Greenfield, opened only last 
fall, dark for several weeks on 
orders from city’s safety department, 
which has told owners, H. L. and 
Nathan Perer, that they must install 
an all-new ceiling. Roof was 
okayed but ceiling failed to pass in- 
spection. Around $8,000 being spent 
to install a new one and house ex- 
pects to reopen around Labor Day. 

Work has started on new Alvin, 
leased and operated by Harris cir- 
cuit, to replace structure on which 
roof caved in last winter. Accord- 
ing to present plans, house will be 
ready by middle of October. Until 
then, Senator theatre will be Harris’ 
first-run site downtown. 

Firm of Mervis Bros. and Dave 
Barnhaltz—latter recently resigned 
as city salesman for U to go into 
exhibition—has just acquired Rialto 
on Fifth avenue from M. A. Rosen- 
berg. 

Briefies: Jack Cohen has opened 
new premium display room on Film 
Row . . Tony Vincent, Carnegie 
manager for Dr. C. E. Herman, down 
90 pounds following sanatorium stay 


Charley Lynch, who resigned | 


recently as manager of New Grana- 


j da for Harry Hendel, took similar 
| post at Soisson theatre in Connells. 
| ville, Pa . ., Howard Minsky re- 
placed Milton Frankel, resigned, as 
main line sales rep for WB exchange 
here. 





Raze Empire, Providence 


Providence, Aug. 19. 

The Empire, city’s oldest play- 
house, which for the past several 
years has been playing second-run 
features, will give way to a chain 
store. The building, according to a 
notice filed with the Recorder of 
Deeds, has been leased to the W. T. 
Grant Co. fo 30 years. 

The Empire, first known as Low’s 
Opera House, threw open its doors 
on March 4, 1878. It subsequently 
gave the Providence Opera House 
considerable competition, and later 
presented vaudeville, burlesque and 
finally second-run features. 





G. A. Smith Sells Out 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

G. A. Smith of Willets has sold his 
Willets to George Mann circuit, but 
will stay in the town to manage the 
house and one other, the Noyo, for 
Mann. 

Biumenfeld circuit opens new 
house in LaFayette, east of Oakland, 
Thursday (21), first theatre in the 
town. Four-hundred seater tabbed 
the Park. 

The Rio, in Rodeo, purchased by 
C. A. J. Church from Coniglio Bros. 

H. Neal East, Paramount exchange 
boss, tossing annual office party at 
his Orinda estate (23). Yearly staff 
aes instituted three years ago by 

st. 





Ed Barr at RKO 
Edmond M. Barr, formerly amuse- 
ments editor of the Dallas Journal, 
appointed exploitation representa- 
tive of RKO with headquarters in 
the Omaha-Des Moines territory. 
He takes over immediately. 








Hartman’s House 
Spokane, Aug. 19. 
O. R. Hartman, who manages the 
Roosevelt, Grand Coulee, Wash., 
| too over operation of the CBI the- 
|atre at Mason City, Wash., Sun- 
day (17). 


COLUMBUS WANTS WB 
‘MALE ANIMAL’ PREEM 


Columbus, Aug. 19. 

An extensive campaign has been 
opened by the Variety Club to bring 
the world premiere of ‘The Male 
Animal’ to Columbus. Production 
was written by Elliot Nugent and 
Jim Thurber, the former directing 
for Warner Bros., and both men are 
former students at Ohio State Uni- 
versity, locale of the plot. 

Virgil A. Jackson, president of the 
Columbus Variety Club, is directing 
the behind-scenes firing. Formal in- 
vitations have been extended to WB 
by Gov. John W. Bricker, Mayor 
Green, the university and many 
prominent citizens of the city. Plans 
would call for a premiere on the eve 
of an OSU football game. 


RCA-Victor to Bally 
‘Sun Valley’ Tunes 

















Accentuating its big exploitation 
drive for ‘Sun Valley Serenade,’ 
which is offering vacations to the 
Idaho railroad resort town for ex- 
hibitors, 20th-Fox has worked out a 
campaign with RCA-Victor whereby 
4,000 Class A dealers handling rec- 
ords will bally the picture via win- 
|dow and counter displays. 

RCA-Victor drive is linked with 
music hits of picture, together with 
Glenn Miller’s band which appears 
in the film. Twentieth also has 
tied-in the jukeboxes, with spe- 
cial cards and stickers on ‘Sun Val- 
ley Serenade’ tunes. Besides the top 
RCA Victor dealers, company also 
will exploit via 7,500 other Victor 
and Bluebird record distribs. 





Snowballs in Wash. 
Washington, Aug. 19. 

Dan Terrell, local Loew's publicity 
director, garnered a neat handful of 
space for ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ over 
the weekend. He sent drama editors 
and city desks snowballs—authentic 
snowballs, 

They'd been gathered from near 
the peak of one of the highest moun- 
thins surrounding Sun Valley, packed 
in dry ice and rushed here by train 
and air express. Gag got attention 
even among important international 
|news breaks. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 20, 1941 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Claude Thornhill’s Orch (16), with! 
Kay Doyle, Dick Harding and Bob) 
Jenney; Jack Williams, Jerry) 
Colonna, Lorraine and Rognan, Ini} 
Spots (4); ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ | 
(Par), reviewed in Variety, June 25. | 








Here is a _ nicely rounded, all- | 
around entertaining show, plus, in | 
Claude Thornhill, as good a band 
musically as is around today. | 


In one respect, at least, this layout | 
is a booker’s dream. The marquee | 
has the names—Mary -Martin and | 
Don Ameche in the film, and The}! 
Ink Spots and Jerry Colonna on the 
pit rostrum—to pull ’em in, while 
the presentation has what it takes to 
hold and keep them applauding. 
Proof of the pudding was the near- 
capacity house Thursday night (14) 
which gave the acts a succession of 
showstops then ran the bill 19 min- 
utes overtime. 


Thornhill, a crack arranger chiefly 
responsible for the success of Max- 
ine Sullivan, who, additionally has 
worked for some top bands, has 
been fronting his own crew for 
about two years. The band, return- 
ing to Glen Island Casino in the 
fall. is in superlative shape’ dis- 
tinctively stylized and with highly 
listenable orchestrations. Its only 
weakness is in the vocal depart- 
ment, there being nothing standout 
in Kay Doyle or Dick Harding. Bob | 
Jenneyv, trombonist, on the other 
hand does well with a novelty num- 
ber in a duet with Miss Doyle. 

Thornhill spots his band in sepa- 
rate sections; outfit consists of five- 
brasses, four-man rhythm (including 
his own duchinesque piano) and 
seven reeds. There’s no over-accent- 
uation of any section at any time, all 
being component parts of an ex- 
pertly welded whole. Thornhill 
himself is a standout at the piano, 
but equally adept in furnishing and 
heightening the beat are the fine 
drummer, bass-whacker and guitar- 
ist. The band is alternately sweet 
and swing but always sedate and 
listenable, with Thornhill seated at 
the keys most of the way and stick- 
ing to the job of selling music rather 
than brashness. 

Of the acts, the top click at this 
catching was the mixed comedy 
team of Lorraine and Rognan. The 
little femme of this duo is as socko 
a comedienne as has come along since 
Gracie Allen, although this is a 
comparison only of merit and not 
style. Miss Lorraine is an eccentric 
worker almost on the acrobatic side, 
with her partner a tall, nice-looking 
hoofing — straight. Their . comedy 
timing has reached the point of near- 
perfection. They tied this show up 
completely and only Rognan’s intro 
of the Ink Spots, who close, per- 
mitted them to get off. 

Plus the rhythmic harmony wiz- 
eardry of the Spots, holding over for 
third and fourth weeks after two 
weeks with the previous show and 
picture, another high register is hit 
by Jack Williams, the tall hoofer 
who scored in ‘Meet the People.’ 
Juve, who is a sure bet for leads in 
musicals, socks over with rhythm 
dances, uncorking a refreshing per- 
sonality and stage presence that’s 
rare nowadays, when hoofers are 
strictly dancing-school made. 


Colonna’s zany singing, double- 
talk and tromboning follow 
Williams, and the be-moustached 


comic also gets over. He's at least 
a@ name who can do something, even 
though that something isn’t much 
different from what he used to do a 
few years ago as a musician-enter- 
tainer on the Coast. 











The spots wind up the show, do- 
ing ‘Keep Cool, Fool,’ ‘You’re Break- 
ing My Heart.’ ‘I’m Still Without a 
Sweetheart,’ ‘I’m Alabamy Bound’ 
and finally the national anthem. 
Per usual, they are tremendous ap- 
plause-getters and only the ‘Star 
Spangled Banner,’ with the pit low- 
ering immediately after, prevented 
another showstop and further delay 
of the show. Latter ran 74 minutes 
at this viewing, though sch?" led 
for only 55. Scho. 


be wn “TOWER, Cnr 


Kansas City, Aug. 16. 
Martingales (2), Jack Morrison, Cy 
Landry. Rulson, Morgan and Baro. 
Lester Harding, Virgil Harris. Herb 
Six House Orch: ‘Scattergood Pulls 
the Strings’ (RKO). 





Vaude bill as stage offering this 
week is run-of-the-mill. It clicks in 
several spots, is less impressive in 
others, and 45 minutes winds up 
mildly. 

Perhaps the average tenure of the 
bill is struck in the closing turn by 
Rulson, Morgan and Baro, who leave 


Jad’s baritone voice is well fitted to 
the accomplished ‘Ol’ Man River’ he 
sings. 

Niche filled by Morrison has 
some of the better moments of the 
show, and if whole act had pitch of 
his toysoldier imitation and _ his 
femme undressing bit (which panics 
the femme patrons) it would be a 
bell-ringer. Series of impressions 
are varied and done with slight use 
of makeup and reminds one that 
acting is still a possibility (if seldom 
expressed) for vaudeville entertain- 
ment. Following Morrison, Cy Lan- 
dry fills several minutes with varied 
material on the comedy side as he 
uses bit of ventriloquism, reverts to 
burlesque and comes out of it all in 


|}an amusing comedy terp. 


Lester Harding steps out of his 
m.c. roll long enough to soft-pedal 
his baritone on ‘Blue Champagne.’ 
Finale by Rulson, Morgan and Baro 


|trio is a knockabout dance turn with 


threesome winding up in. tatters, 
femme’s attire being scaniy. Amus- 
ing bit but slight and tapers off the 


| show rather than solidly climaxing. 


Quin. 





HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


(HIPPODROME) 


Atlantic City, Aug. 17. 


‘Scandals’ of 1942’ with Helen Mor- 
gan, Charles Kemper, Pat Henning, 
Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall, George 
White Girls (12), Martha Barnett, 
Freda Sullivan, Dan Goldie’s House 
Orch with Frank Cork; ‘Citadel of 
Crime’ (Rep). 


Billed collectively as ‘George 
White’s Scandals of 1942, and 
emceed by White himself through 
loudspeaker from backstage, this 
week’s vaude bill at George Hamid’s 
amusement center is unusually good 
entertainment, getting big responses 
from seashore crowds, 


Helen Morgan has top billing. She 
had laryngitis when caught Sunday 
afternoon (17) and obviously should 
not have gone on. She opens with 
‘Bill’ and ‘Make Believe’ and encores 
with ‘Why Do I Love You.’ Audi- 
ence called for a second encore, but 
she didn’t come out again, 


Charlie Kemper seems to domi- 
nate show with four skits inter- 
spersed between other acts. These 
include his ‘Night Boat to Albany,’ 


‘Joe the Bartender,’ ‘Rookie’ and 
‘Army Medical Exam’ skits. They 
produced steady laughter. Show 


opens and ends with chorines sing- 
ing ‘Are You Having Any Fun.’ 
Lookers appear several times in dif- 
ferent dress and routines. 


Pat Henning wows the cash cus- 
tomers with a lengthy routine of 
zany antics, his best being an imi- 
tation of a nervous fellow playing a 
pinball machine. He also draws loud 
guffaws mimicking death scenes 
played by George Raft, Edward Rob- 


inson, Humphrey Bogart, Tyrone 
Power and Jimmy Cagney. 
Nan Rae and Mrs. Stanislaus 


Waterfall (Maude Davis) also amuse, 
especially the latter’s singing of 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ and 
‘Tisket-Tasket.’ 

Freda Sullivan does two lively hip- 
swinging and cartwheel dance rou- 
tines for fair applause, and Martha 
Barnett sings old ‘Scandals’ hits as 
chorines dance. Carter. 


PROCTOR’S, NEWARK 


Newark, Aug. 18. 
Bill Ames, Ford, Bowie & Daly, 
Wilkie & Dare, Cino & Cortez, Mil- 
ton Douglas & Priscilla, Leo Freud- 
berg House orch (12); ‘Tom, Dick 





and Harry’ (RKO) and ‘Lady Scar-| 


face’ (RKO). 





Show this week has considerably 
less variety and fire than some of the 
house’s recent bills. 
feature picture, ‘Tom, Dick 
Harry’ (RKO). 
managed to pack the theatre on 
' ee ee eee 
Bill Ames, voice impressionist on 














| hill and others. 








with something lacking and don’t 
quite hit measure of preceding acts. 
Spotted here probzbly to flash out | 


end of show. but Jack Morrison as a| A few of their tricks, especially the! to the audience. 


single would close better. 
whole show is more or less mild, | 
total would likely be the same with | 
other routings. 

Herb Six house band opens on 
medley of tunes from ‘That Night in 
Rio’ (20th) and initial standard turn 
is taken by the Martingales. 

Their adagio acrobatics, with male 
tossing femme, are standard. Week- 
ly amateur winner Virgil Harris, 
spotted next, adds more to the show 
than usual entry, as the colored 





| Latin tunes on their guitars. 


the March of Time air show, leads 


;the other acts in quality and effect. | 


There is nothing unique about his 
work, but he has ability. 
flects, vocally and in facial expres- 
sion, Roosevelt, LaGuardia, Churc- 
A few fall flat, but 
the majority sound okay. 


Bhe colored trio, Ford, Bowie and 


| Daly, tap with speed and precision. 


Most of their stuff is routine, but at 
the close they do Harlem jive, in- 
volving unusual, fast foot work. 
Wilkie and Dare, male and femme, 
present a number of tumbling 
novelties, some of them humorous, 
some iust rough. Miss Dare has 
more slapstick ability than her male 
pal, who at least co-ops very ably. 


the hub, are pretty neatly done. 

Cino and Cortez play some hot 
The 
two work skillfully and please. 

Show’s weakest item is that of 
Milton Douglas and Priscilla. Douglas 
and the girl get a few laughs with 
their gags, song and dance, but these 
don’t click too well. Perhaps the act 
could be livened up if it were 
shortened a bit. 


The five acts last 55 minutes. Jaff. 


But the current 
program is bolstered by a yor} 
and | 
Both stage and film! 


Ames re-| 


STATE, N. Y. 


Henny Youngman, Mitzi Mayfair, 
Frances Faye, Mills Bros. (5), Bilt- 
morettes (3), Lela Moore, house orch 
with Ruby Zwerling; ‘They Met in 
Bombay (M-G). 








Strong lineup of standard vaude 
acts provides a long and _ solidly 
entertaining show. At the final per- 
formance Thursday night (14) the 
near-capacity audience was cordial 
but not particularly responsive until 
Henny oungman warmed it up. 
However, the comic kept flinging 
gags and presently had the house in 
his mitt. Besides being on and off 
as m.c. he did several monolog stints, 
in one instance remaining on for 
about 30 minutes and seemingly be- 
ing able to stay indefinitely. 

Two acts are making Times Square 
‘comebacks’ on the bill—Mitzi May- 
fair returning after several years’ re- 
tirement, and the Mills Bros. play- 
ing their first big-time New York 
date since they faded a bit after their 
huge popularity some years ago. 
Quartet has been on extensive 
world-tours last couple of years, 
playing South Africa, Australia, Eu- 
rope and South America. Both turns 
were enthusiatically received at the 
show caught. 

Miss Mayfair has apparently lost 
none of her edge during her layoff. 
She’s a trifle slimmer, a cute looker, 
with loads of terping skill, authority 
and style. Semi-ballet tap routines 
are expertly contrived and effective- 
ly denced and sold with professional 
finish, particularly her familiar ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ eccentric tap, presented 
here as an encore. 

Mills Bros., including four voices 
and a fifth guy playing guitar ac- 
companiments, scored nicely at this 
showing, but seemingly missed a bet 
by not doing either ‘Dinah’ or ‘Miss 
Hannah,’ two numbers for which they 
were particularly noted in their hey- 
day. Did six songs in all, including 
a goofy finale, with Youngman par- 
ticipating for laughs. 

Biltmorettes, acrobatic trio, open 
the bill with a click. Gals do really 
tough flipflops through hoops while 
skipping rope. Lela Moore, togged 
helf as man and half as a femme, of- 
fers the same amorous wrestling bit 
she’s done in Earl Carroll shows and 
vaude. Illusion is effective, but after 
a few minutes’ novelty, it’s merely a 
question how far she'll dare public 
taste. Frances Faye, with her char- 
acteristic brand of piano-banging and 
shouted vocals, completes the bill. 
She’s a good show-woman, as always. 

Hobe. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 15. 
Shirley Deane, Ted Leary, Lynn, 
Royce and Vanya, Ray Vaughn, 
Skate-o-Maniacs, Banfields (2), 
Arren and_ Broderick; ‘This Way, 
Please’ (Par). 








A parent who might want to give 
his offspring a little personal history 
of show business might take his boy 
to the Lyric this week and say, 
‘Look, Junior, that’s vaudeville.’ For 
present on the bill are six acts which 
are typical of that once flourishing 
branch of the theatre. In additicn, 
the management has booked in 
Shirley Deane from Hollywood as a 
marquee decoration. For 18 years, 
the Lyric has thrived on vaude, and 
the loyal patrons who turned out for 
the third show Friday night, while 
not large numerically, were none- 
theless avid in their appreciation 
of the efforts by the performers. 

To keep the revue flavor, the man- 
agement moved the pit orch of 10 
men on stage, with all acts working 
|in front of the bandstand. The 
| Skate-o-Maniacs, a boy and girl, 








open with some twirling on the 
rollers, operating first on a small 
|mat and then on a table. Their 


| tricks are skillful. Ray Vaughn fol- 
lows with a medley of old favorites 
on the xylophone. His off-tune ren- 
dition seemed to pass unnoticed by 
the audience. Then, he brings out 
a rack containing bottles and plays 
avern sopnts The Renfields. a more 


SO Peat ee eS pews “- 
Sa iat hl Ld ars faa a Dip all ove ral $9 6K; ay de. 


work strictly from‘hand to floor, do- 
ing some stunts singly and together. 
Trick English on thé sphereoids got 
|some giggles, 

Ted Leary m.c.s to introduce the 
acts. He overdoes the buildups, 
causing some bad stage waits. His 
, gags, too, are strictly 
|ark. In his own spot he tells a few 
|more familiar jokes, then goes into 
|/a parody on ‘Billie’ and follows with 
| another parody based on ‘Beguine,’ a 
| bit on the blue side. Lynn, Royce 
| and Vanya have appeared here be- 
| fore and go better with a band show. 
| They appear first as a ballroom trio, 
two men and a girl, then go into 
| knockabout comedy. 

Miss Deane is a looker and has a 
winning personality which she sells 


| wins her hand with an individual 
| delivery of ‘Time of Your Life,’ ‘Two 
| Sleepy People,’ ‘You and I’ and 
|‘You’re a Fine Fellow, Mr. Smith.’ 
|For an encore, she does a dramatic 
bit leading’ into a vocal of ‘Play- 
mates.’ 

Arren and Broderick were appar- 
ently booked in at the last minute as 
their names are missing from dis- 
play ads. They’re the sock of the 
' bill, Man remains at the piano and 


out of the| 


She doesn’t tell’ 
Since | tumble resembling a wheel without | of her experiences in Hollywood. but 


the woman wins solid belly-laughs 
with her facial and body contortions 
while singing popular and operatic 
tunes. Does ‘Kiss Me Again’ straight 
as an encore. } 
Bill runs 67 minutes. Despite 
mild attendance low nut should put 
the house into the black for the 
week. Kiley. 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 








Atlantic City, Aug. 17. 

Abbott and Costello, Gypsy Rose 
Lee, Billy Gilbert, Eddie White, 3 
Arnolds, Roy Smeck, Gae_ Foster 
Ballet, Ben Yost Singers (2), Dick 
Dana, Pinkie Lee, Ryan and Benson, 
Bobby Morris, Walter Morton, Music 
Hall Orch. 





It’s a triple headliner bill at Frank 
Gravatt’s Steel Pier, but it is still 
Abbott and Costello whom the crowd 
cheers. At this catching (Sunday) 
the comedians ended their nine-day 
engagement, receiving tremendous 
applause upon: appearance and at 
close of act. Nine shows were 
skedded for another super weekend. 

Gypsy Rose Lee, in demure polka 
dot freck with long sleeves and full 
skirt, and wearing large, school- 
girlish hat with streamers, begins a 
line of chatter about what the strip 
teaser thinks about. Meanwhile, 
working from inside out, the stripper 
peels. 

Billy Gilbert, in chef’s cap and 
apron, is good for a number of guf- 
faws with his ‘explanation’ of the 
culinary arts. Ends up with his 
familiar sneezing to big hand. Took 
four bows. 

Roy Smeck strums out some tune- 
ful music on his electric guitar. He 
has his own sound amplifier on stage 
and numbers, including ‘Amapola,’ 
‘Maria Elena,’ and his arrangement 
of an Hawaiian war chant, are well 
done. Nice stage arrangement at 
this point, with Ben Yost singers and 
Gae Foster girls in background. Boys 
in navy blue coats with white flan- 
nels and girls in red and blue cos- 
tumes. 

Eddie White follows with some 
comedy. gags and yarns, some new 
and some old. He sings ‘It’s All in a 
Life Time,’ and follows with a med- 
ley of comedy songs. He does best 
with latter. Three Arnolds, two men 
and a girl, have a good acro balanc- 
ing number, well done and well re- 
ceived. 

The Gae Foster Girls do well in 
the tap number on steps. Outstand- 
ing is the fan dance in white, ruffled 
costumes. It serves as background 
for entrance of Miss Lee. The Ben 
Yosters score in a medley of navy 


songs, with novelties by various 
members of the troupe. 
With Dick Dana as emcee, the 


minstrel portions, including Pinkie 
Lee, Ryan and Benson, Bobby Mor- 
ris and Walter Morton, supply com- 
edy bits throughout. 

Admission 83c for weekends. This 
includes Bobby Byrne’s orch, Alex 
Bartha’s band, three films, water cir- 
cus, children’s theatre, Sharkey, the 
Seal, 6 Christianis and animal circus. 

Carter. 


Majestic, San Antonio 





San Antonio, Aug. 16. 
Merry Macs (4), Stuart Morgan 





| Dancers (4), Gaynor and Ross, Vic | 
| Hyde, Masters and Rollins, Berri 
| Bros. (3), House Band (14); ‘Re-| 


luctant Dragon’ (RKO). 





The second of the Interstate cir- 


is an old-fashioned variety show 
with new-fashioned acts. It’s fast 
moving, “full of all types of enter- 
tainment and playing to capacity 
crowds. 

‘Star Spangled Banner,’ played by 
the house orchestra behind the cur- 
tains, opens the show again 
week. Gaynor and Ross 
revue proper in bang-up style with 
their skating on a table. Do several 


witn 
interpretation of theme songs 
well-known orchestras, such 
Henry Busse, Tommy Dorsey, etc. 

Nifty dance routines are turned in 
by the three Berry Bros. 
| Macs turn in one of the high spots 
of the show with their harmonizing. 
Wind up with the inevitable ‘Hut Sut 
Song.’ Had to beg off. 

Comedy honors are carried by 
Johnny Masters and Rowena Rollins. 
Masters doubles throughout the show 
as m.c. Miss Rollins is a localite, 
having won a contest on the stage 
of the Majestic here about nine years 
ago. This is her first local appear- 
ance since hitting the big time. Both 
have a good comedy act, Miss Rol- 
lins, a long, lanky girl, doing sev- 
eral turns which brought many 
hearty laughs. Best are her song 
of a ‘Chiropractor’s Daughter’ and 
her impersonation of Eleanor Roose- 
velt. Masters does several dance 
impersonations of notables, best be- 
ing Boris Karloff and Sonja Henie. 

In the finale are the Stuart Mor- 
gan Dancers, thrge men and a girl 
with a neat adagio turn. 

House band lends good support 
throughout, being conducted by Vic 
Insirello. 

Supper show caught opening day 
(16) played to capacity. Andy. 


a one-méu band 
of 
as 





cuit’s 35th anniversary stage shows} 


this | 
start the} 


Merry | 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Clyde Lucas Orch with Phyllis 
Colt, Lyn Lucas, Johnny De Voogdt: 
Rochester (Eddie Anderson) with 
Kitty Murray, Three Nonchalants, 
Sunny Rice; ‘Bad Men of Missouri’ 
big J reviewed in VARIETY, July 








The Strand’s current marquee 
names must take a back seat to 
some of the bill’s lessers. It’s Roch- 
ester (Eddie Anderson) and Clyde 
Lucas’ band for the b.o. puller, but 
once the payees are in, it remains for 
others, such as the Three Noncha- 
lants, Sunny Rice and a moppet 
with the band, Phyllis Colt, to 
handle the major share of the en- 
tertainment. 

Rochester has all the facility for 
entertainment, but, like many an- 
other Hollywood personality who’s 
deigned to go on the p.a. trail, he’s 
done too little to get himself an act. 
Outside of that clever opening, 
where Jack Benny converses with 
his radio valet via a specially made 
film, the Negro comedian’s material 
is none too adroit, although that 
finale mugging, dancing bit with 
hefty Kitty Murray, colored Harlem 
comedienne, gathers some laughs, 
However, the stuff they employ is 


more in the idiom of MHarlem’s 
Apollo theatre. 
Lucas’ outfit is more notable on 


this show for its ability to accom- 
pany the acts well, though there are 
moments on its own when the orch 
indicates expert musicianship. 

Lucas is pleasant as the show's 
m.c., giving the spotlight generously 
to other members, either group or 
singly, for specialties. Brother Lyn 
Lucas is the vocal specialist, dou- 
bling from the sax, while the Seven 
Singing Violins go over neatly on a 
solid arrangement of ‘Stardust.’ 
Johnny De Voogdt is another of the 
outfit’s specia’’-*-, handling a violin 
solo neatly. 

Outstanding among the band’s per- 
sonnel is the teen-age Miss Colt, 
who, dressed in moppet attire, goes 
in for character type of comedy 
tunes. She was a smash with the 
Friday night (15) audience. 

Sunny Rice, who’s been in ‘Du- 
Barry Was a Lady on Broadway, is 
still socko with her rhythm taps, 
and drew one of the layout’s finest 
receptions. Miss Rice, a_ piquant 
miss with rhythm down to her toe- 
tips, is prime material for another 
Broadway musical. 

The Three Nonchalants are still 
among the finest acro-comedy acts 
of their type, with the mousey one 
being the focal point for the zaney 
antics. They drew the best recep- 
tion of the night and had trouble 
getting off. 

Leo Morgan has done an excellent 
staging job. Biz off at the lest show 
Friday. Naka. 


HIPP, BALTO 








Baltimore, Aug. 16. 
Lew Parker & Co., (2), Condos 
‘Bros. (2), Five DeMarco Sisters, 
| Simone Simon, James Barton, Felice 
Iula House Orch (13); ‘My Life With 
Caroline’ (RKO). 





Potent layout, this. A bit heavy 
on singing and dancing but enter- 
taining enough in this day of dearth 
in variety acts. 

Paced by Lew Parker for one of 
|his frequent local repeats, show 
|}moves along in mounting climax to 
finishing stint of James Barton, who 
needs a makeshift afterpiece, en- 
listing most of the acts on hand to 
beg off. 

Parker starts matters with 
okay gagging and makes appear- 
ances throughout, holding down a 
bit of a spot later in the layout for 
some clowning with a femme stooge. 
Comic certainly knows the answers 
and has been a consistent laugh re- 
peater, always scoring here. What 
| holds him back from more ambitious 
doings is a bit of a mystery unless 
the acquisition of some _ original 
material and a fresh angle may be 


some 





~~ aaa stunts for okay ap- the answers. 
a oe nae. | Condos _ Bros. 2) start matters 
ww Sha. hom renee LSAT: ERP ETE IP 
Upen 


hoofery. Twoway tapping is tops 
|}and adroitly worked in challenge 
| makes for a solid bellringer. Stand- 
j;ard turn drew a highly audible re- 


|sponse good for a series of well- 
earned bends when caught. Five 
| DeMarco Sisters follow and click 


| from the teeoff with five-way har- 
|mony to the accompaniment of a 
| guitar played by one of the young- 
sters. Teenage gals, ranging from a 
tiny moppet with a whale of stage 
presence, whack out ‘There'll Be 
Some Changes Made,’ ‘Dolores’ and 
‘God Bless America,’ all decidedly in 
the groove and a cinch on any lay- 
out. 

Parker’s spot here also enlists & 
bit of hoofery, a brave attempt. on 
any bill with Condos pair and 
Barton on hand. Makes a spot for 
Simone Simon, however, and serves 
to set matters for the diminutive 
star, who looks well and sells & 
trio of vocals in nice style. Adroit 
arrangement of ‘Chi-Chi-Caste- 
nanga,’ ‘My Sister and I’ and ‘I've 
Got to Get Hot’ earn a nice response. 

Barton next, and socko from the 
blowoff. Without any fanfare he 
walks to the mike and gives out with 
a vocal of ‘You Made Me Love You, 
a killer-diller as delivered in his 





( Continued on page 23) 


=e. 











Sel ar ae 











ee 














Pp al er eee.” 











*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICH 


St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 


19 





US, Ar 


entine Film Interests Await 





Trade Treaty as Boon to Their Biz 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 12. 

New Argentine-U. S. trade treaty 
expected to be signed here this 
month is being watched with par- 
ticular interest by both American 
distribs and Latin film execs who 
figure it will be a shot in the arm 
to biz. Expected the new pact will 
stimulate commerce sufficiently as to 
make unnecessary present strict 
methods of exchange control which 
presently are one of the chief 
hindrances to local trade. 

Argentine producers also look to 
the pact to ease the flow of virgin 
films, machinery and chemical prod- 
ucts which now can only be brought 
from the States. Local exhibs are 
also planning heavy purchases of 
projection equipment fixtures, etc. 
They've had petitions before Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs Dr. Enrique 
Ruiz Guinazu for some time. 

Recalled that Ambassador Norman 
Armour recently flew to the States 
on a hurried visit specifically in 
connection with the pact, and on his 
return late in July indicated it would 
be only a_ short time before au- 
thorities of the two countries reached 
a mutual agreement on all points. 

Expected that the U. S. will buy 
more from Argentine under the new 
treaty, thus giving more dollars 
here for trading. Since Argentines 
adhere closely to the belief that their 
country must buy where it sells, 
increase will not only be reflected in 
trade but is expected to produce a 
favorable reaction at the b.o. 

Treaty has been in the talk stage 
some time. First negotiations were 
broken off early in 1940. Film men, 
like others, limped along after that, 
and the loss of European markets 
due to the war, and the British 
blockade has put this country into a 
deeper financial hole, only tempo- 
rarily solved by U. S. loans and 
credits totaling $110.000,000. 








SEE NEW MOVE TO 


JOIN HOYTS-G. U. I 





Sydney, Aug. 1. 
arrivals here from U. S. 
are William Powers and Herschel 
Stuart, 20th-Fox (National) execs, 
together with Robert Schless, War- 
ners foreign manager, who is out 
to make a new deal, presumably 
with Hoyts, covering the Warner 
product. N. P. Pery has been lo- 
cated here for some weeks delving 
into the Columbia setup. 

Certain local industry insiders see 
in the arrival of Powers and Stuart 


Recent 


a fresh move to join Hoyts and 
Greater Union Theatres for 20 
years, with Powers and Siuart, as 


the envoys of Sidney Kent, taking 
up at the point where Dan 
Michaelove and Walter Hutchinson 
left off. 20th-Fox, through National, 
holds the ‘C’ stock in Hoyts. Charles 
Munro, director of Hoyts, and Nor- | 
man Rydge, head of G.U.T., have} 
had pow-wows with the visitors. 





| hibitors 





‘Nice Girl,’ del Carril 


Tie in Havana, 3',G 
Havana, Aug. 10. | 


theatre continues to be | 
tieing for | 


America 
city’s biggest loadstone, 
this week the personal appearance of | 


Sid Hyams Books Pix 


For British Show Unit 


London, Aug. 1. 

Newly created Department of Na- 
tional Service Entertainment, com- 
bining various government enter- 
tainment groups for the services, ap- 
pointed Sid Hyams as film booking 
manager for the picture end of the 
business, 

Hyams replaces Theo Fligelstone, 
who took a commission with the 
Army. 


Confirm Milder 
Post as WB Head 
In Maxwell Chain 


London, Aug. 19. 

Max Milder, Warners’ chief 
in Great Britain, has been ap- 
pointed officially to the direc- 
torship for Warners of the As- 
sociated British Picture Corp.’s 
cinema circuit, into which the 
Burbank company recently 
bought for $3,600,000. 

Variery’s London office ex- 
clusively revealed Milder’s ap- 
pointment several weeks ago, 
along with the Warner buy-in, 
even after denials were coming 
thick and fast on the deat. 











London, Aug. 1. 

Long pending fireworks surround- 
ing Warners’ buy-in on the Associ- 
ated British theatre chain (John Max- 
well) broke when Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn. went on record as de- 
precating the deal. Group’s general 
council understood to have con- 
veyed its antagonism to Warners in 
Hollywood, plus a lobbying in the 
House to have members question 
Board of Trade head on why deal 
was allowed to go through when 
there was a matching British offer 
for the shares taken up by the Bur- 
bank organization, 

CEA decision to squawk was unan- 
imous in representing attitude of 
cinema trade in general. Its oppo- 
sition, albeit late, has proved irk- 
some on previous occasions in mon- 
etary deals, as witness the ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ flareup on the per- 
centage squawks. 


Odeon Pay Tilt Brings 
British Exhib Rebuke 


London, Aug. 1. 
Accusing the Odeon chain of 
wrecking unity, Cinematograph Ex- 
Assn. has panned circuit’s 
move in granting a 174%% wage tilt 
to its personnel. CEA beef is that 
by making the deal Odeon, will be 
in the position of a favored circuit, 
to detriment of fellow members in 
the cinema organization. 
Odeon attitudt is that move was 
necessary to check the steady flow 
of its employes to war industries. 


is 

















| 
| trade agreement, 





In London Studios 


London, Aug. 1. 
British National’s current Lucan 
and McShane subject is titled ‘Old 
Mother Riley’s Circus.’ Comedy fea- 
ture is now in its second week at 
the Elstree studios. 


New cartoonery organization 
formed by Anson Dyer and Sydney 
Griffiths. Latter is in charge of the 
technical end. Company is regis- 
tered as Analysis Films, a subject in 
work being ‘Aircraft Identification.’ 

RKO’s ‘The Saint Meets The Tiger’ 
came off the floor at Denham. 

Concanen Films, production group 
run by the brothers De Marney, ac- 
tors, will receive official Polish Gov- 
ernment recognition for their re- 
cent documentary, ‘The White 
Eagle.’ 

George King’s organization has 
completed scripting of company’s 
first, ‘The Anzacs.’ Feature is a 
tribute to Aussie and New Zealand 
troops in recent Middle East cam- 
paigns. 

Understood there’s some War Of- 
fice opposition to Richard Vernon’s 
next for British National. Feature 
is built around Italian-born para- 
chutist in British army who was re- 
sponsible for a recent raid on Italy. 











more features to make for BN. 


Jap Coin; So. American 
Goodwill; Cuba’s Trade; 
Ecuador—Hays Huddle 


Complete assurances that the first 
payment, due next month, on the 
$1,000,000 representing revenue col- 
lected from past distribution in 
Japan, now held via notes at the 
Yokahoma Special Bank, San Fran- 
cisco, will be paid were given for- 
eign managers when they met last 
week at the Hays office. Situation 
had been checked by industry reps 
at San Francisco, with the report 
then laid before the managers at 
last week’s session. 

Distribution probabilities in Japan 
are still dubious, it was pointed out 
at the meeting, because of new regu- 
lations and restrictions. Most com- 
panies have not been shipping pic- 
tures to Japan recently anyway, be- 
cause unable to secure the neces- 
sary permits for distribution there. 

Jock Whitney attended the hud- 
dle of foreign managers last Thurs- 
day (14) to obtain suggestions from 
them regarding his trek to Latin- 
America which starts this week. 
Each major company will advise its 
reps in different Latin-American 








Whitney 
Pan- 


can personally outline to 
any suggestion for bettering 
American goodwill. Whitney, 
heads the motion picture division of 
the Rockefeller committee for 
cementing hemispheric solidarity, 


on his ex- 
the Latin- 


ment representatives 
tended swing through 
American territory. 

Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign 
chief, who will accompany him, go- 
ing to the South American conven- 
tion of his company, also spoke at 
the session regarding the goodneigh- 
bor’ policy. 

Although amendments 
are up in Washington 
film 





presently 
on Cuba’s 
officials ex- 
| pressed satisfaction with the present 


It may be dropped. Vernon has two | 


countries of his coming visit so they 


who | 


will huddle with different Govern- | 


Argentine Singles Out Nazis, British 
For Curb vs. Propaganda (Pix, Etc.) 
In Moves to ‘Preserve Neutrality’ 





‘John Day Due in N. Y. 
For Huddle With Par 


John Day, Paramount’s general 
manager in Brazil, is due in New 
York for homeoffice huddles next 
week. 

He sailed from Rio de Janeiro last 
week, and is scheduled to arrive here 
Aug. 25. 


‘Gotta Title ‘Em 
Better, London 
Pic Trade Sez 


| —- —- --- 








London, Aug. 1. 

U. S. retagging of British pictures 
when they screen over there is being 
served up here as a warning to pro- 
ducers that they need to hypo their 
title writers. Trade opinion is that 
local tagging is second-rate. 

Issue is being taken over titling of 
Paul Soskin’s current production, 
‘Fate Knocking at the Door’; exhibs | 
are seeing it with an ominous ring. 
(Feature was previously tagged 
‘Soldiers of Fleet Street,’ and sud- 
den switch in the tag created im- 
| presh Soskin was dropping that pic). 
| Michael Powell has a subject un- 
|derway carrying the label ‘One of | 
|Our Aircraft Failed to Return.’ Ex- | 
| hibs don’t like that one either, apart | 
|from the marquee length. Title | 
|comes from formula used by news | 








| . . } 

| bulletins when reporting on the| 

day’s flights against the enemy. 
‘Freedom Radio’ (Col.) and ‘Ges-| 


tapo’ (M-G) are cited as evidence of 
a more attention-getting U. S. tag. 
These went out to American audi- | 
ences as ‘Voice in the Night’ and' 
‘Night Train to Munich.’ Latter tag | 
was also used here when picture | 
went to the subsequents. 











‘Leigh-Olivier Boost | 
| Hamilton” 606, B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 12. 

Marquee appeal of Vivien Leigh 
|and Laurence Olivier, plus almost 
|} unanimous rave notices from the lo- 
cal typewriter chauffeurs, g-ve “That 
Hamilton Woman’-the best week the 
Opera’s had almost since opening. 
UA starrer, playing one of South 
America’s larvest houses, grossed an 
| estimated $60,000 (pesos), more than 
twice anything else in town. 

Estimates, all given in pesos, cur- 
rently at 25%c U. S. (4.15 to the 
U. S. dollar) follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret and Cavalo) 
(1,400: $2. $1.50)—‘Great Lie’ (WB). 
| Only $10,000 but it’s the third week. 
Rette Davis name the attraction. 
First week garnered $30,000 and sec- | 
ond $20,000. | 

Ideal (Lococo) (1.046: $3, $7.50, $2) | 
s mews pete » 





TT Wrartot Wing , 
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atre in latter’s second week. } Ww I Sh for changes. The matter of new house. First week drew $17,000, 
Other Estimates for Week of Aug. 3 | | e S- aw restrictions in Ecuador, scheduled to weakness attributed to leck of etar 
pees - : 7 Jiscu . ecause|. P or 
Fausto Sonny’ (RKO), $2,000, —(.i.uued from page 2 | come up, was not discussed because |...69] and disinterest in defense | 
good. |the foreign managers want to hear | tome 
Encanto—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G, re- | liner back to Los Angeles; Ted Lew-|from Dr. S. Alvarado, veteran Rex (Lautaret. Cavalo and Cor- 
peat), $1,600, o.k. |is sTWAtoliner to Harrisburg, Pa.; | politico, who presently is in this de na’ (2 205- ¢9 $150)—‘Rage in 
a : . ’ 2 | an roece > } i - , hea slo inti, ri . ‘ 
America—‘Nice Girl’ (U), $3,500,/ and Burgess Meredith off aboard | country. |Heaven’ (M-G). Very comfortable 


fine. 

Radio-Cine—‘Buck Privates’ and | 
‘San Francisco Docks’ (both U), $1,- | 
400, poor. 

Nacional-——Hugo del Carril topping | 
show at $3,500, very good. 

Payret—Local vodvil as well as) 
Mex flick, ‘El Secreto de Sacradote,’ | 
$2,200, o.k. | 








Switches to Propaganda | 


Mexico City, Aug. 19. | 

The Ministry of Communications 
and Public Works has at last decided | 
what to do with XERA (180,000 | 
watts), which the Government re- | 
cently confiscated at Villa Acuna. | 
Plans are being completed for the | 
equipment of this station to be in- | 
Stalled here. The station is expected | 
to start within six months. Reports | 
are that its potency will re-raised | 
to perhaps 250,000 watts. It is to be 
used for official propaganda. | 


Eastern Air: Lines’ 
Washington. 

Virginia Casten. who. won 
‘Miss Buffalo’ tag in a recent con- 
test sponsored by the Buffalo News, 
Courier-Express and the Shea 
theatres in the upstate city, visited 
the airport this week as the- guest 
of genial Eddie Dowden and the 
Loew Theatres, at which Dowden is 
publicity exec. The 17-year-old 
lovely, who was accompanied by 
her mother, Emily, spent the week 
here at Brooklyn’s Bossert hotel, 
returning to the hometown Sunday 
(17). 

The week also noted the appear- 
ance of Grace Morgan, pianoing at 
the cocktail hour in the Kitty Hawk 
lounge. Succeeding Velva Nally, 
who spent many months entertaining 
at the airport-on-the-parkway. Miss 
Morgan. late of the Essex House, 
started her musicareer in the choir 


of a church. 


cloud chaser to | 


the | 


PHIL REISMAN TO RIO 
FOR RKO SALES PARLEY 


Phil Reisman, RKO’s v.p. in charge 
of foreign sales, left New York yes- 
terday (Tuesday) for the South 
' American sales convention to be 
| held in Rio de Janeiro starting Aug. 
123. Reisman was accompanied by 
| John Hay (Jock) Whitney, head of 
the Rockefeller committee on Latin- 
| American relations. Pair Clippers 
out of Miami today (Wednesday). 
Reisman will preside at the four- 
|day South American 
|'Ben Y. Cammack, company’s man- 





! 
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| ager for Argentina, already has gone | 


lto Rio to arrange preliminary de- 
tails with Bruno Cheli, manager 
} Brazil 


in 


convention. | 


j draw 


$25.000. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; $2 
$1.50)—‘Topper Returns’ (UA). Sur- 
prisingly good $21,000 considering 
opposish and fact that much of the 
humor is U. S. it doesn’t get)! 
across in the trenslations. 

Monumental (Col! and DiFiore) 
(1.320: $2, $1.50)—‘Una Vez en la 
Vida’ “Once in a Lifetime’) (Argen- 
tina Sono Film). Very nice $15,090 


so 


with Libertad Lam-rque, one of Ar- 
gentina’s ton stars, the neso-nuller 
Overa (Lococo) (2.500; $950, $2 
$1.50) — ‘That Hamilton Woman’ | 
(UA). $60,000. 
Broadway (Lautaret and Cavalo) | 
(1.863: $2, $1.50)—‘Comrade X’| 
(M-G). Second run but qvite o.k. 


'$1£0N0 and holding nicely. 

| Syinacha (Lococo) (950: $2, $1.50) 
‘Penny Serenade’ and ‘Adam Hed 

Four Sons’ (both Col). 

ng only $11,000 


| 


Combo n.s.h.., 


By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 12, 

Decision of the Argentine governe 
ment to curb the propaganda activie 
ties, including films, radio, newse 
| Papers and leaflets of all foreign na- 
| tions here—particularly the Ger- 
| mans and English—has caused strong 
reaction, 





with every indication 
there’s plenty of trouble ahead, 

Propagandists of the Nazis and 
British have been the most active, 
not only here but throughout Latin 
America and Argentine move is 
; Samelar to that taken by several 
other republics south of the border 
{in an effort to ‘preserve neutrality.’ 
Government action, via a note from 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, does 
not stop the press departments of 
| foreign embassies; it mertly ‘re- 
quests’ that they should ‘refrain 
from distributing propaganda mat- 
ter regarded as offensive and injuri- 
| ous and therefore affecting the tran- 
| quillity and order of this neutral 
; country.’ 

Consensus is that the Ministry is 
therefore not against propaganda as 
such, but against embassies taking 
part in its dissemination. What's 
causing headaches among pro-demoe- 








| racy advocates here, however, is that 


while the British are likely to ad- 
here to the spirit of the order, there's 
little doubt, they feel, that the Nazis 
will go ahead just as they have in 
the past, only change being to use 
new and more varied fronts. 
Who’s to Decide 

Tied in with this is the question 
of who’s to decide what's injurious 
propaganda. British point out that 
their propaganda is all for the pres- 
ervation of democracy, and since 
Argentina and other S. A. republics 


| are democrac'ies, they are helping to 


foster the aims of the government. 
Nazis don’t admit doing any propa- 
gandizing and, follow the old stunt 
of pointing with the right herd so 


|hard that authorities woen’t know 
what’s going on with the left. Tech- 
|nique worked as in the case of 
Charlie Chaplin’s ‘Great Dictator,’ 
!when Naz'-Fascist protests caused 
banning of the anti-dictator piece 
| while failure of the Britich or the 


| U. S. to kick against ‘Sies Im Westen’ 
|permitted the blitz propagarda to 
ride in without even a pause to shift 
gears. 

| U.S. to date has done little 
press agentry via official sources in 
South America. In B.A. for example, 
, the largest U. S. embassy has to date 
|only a vice-counsel who as 
| press relations man but does nothing 
;}comparable to either the British or 
'Germans in winning support via 
press, radio, etc. 


or no 


acts 


‘SINGLE-FEATURE IDEA 
"HAS BRITISH COMEBACK 


London, Aug. 1. 


a ae | 
bombshell is recent hint from within 
the industry that single features 
would henceforth be the order of 
the day. Circuit.owners promoted 
the move best way of meeting 
Board of Trade’s request for co- 
operation in economizing. Rank and 
file exhibs are boiling at thought of 
having to restrict their programs to 
something like 11,000 feet, particu- 


larly as they see many other ways of 
meeting the Government call for 
slashing. 

the alternative 


Foremost among 


| proposals, and one carrying a lot of 


support, is for rezoning of releases 


| to provide a cut of around 30 or 40 


prints. This one will likely go 
through. It has an added charm in 
that laboratgry plants are _ short- 
handed or minus essential equip- 


ment through war work. 





Carr Plans Return 
Teddy Carr, joint managing direce 


'tor for United Artists in Great Brie 


'tain,’ plans returning to London 
Aug. 26. 

He’s been on a biz visit in the 
|U. S. of nearly two months 
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in PARAM OUNT'S music-filled thrill ‘spectacle. - 


LOMA 2. SOUTH 


OROTHY LAMOUR - JON HALL 


Lynne Overman : Philip Reed - Katherine deMille 


Screen Play by Frank Butler, Seena Owen and Lillie Hayward * Story by Seena Owen ond Kurt 
Siodmak + From the Play by LeRoy Clemens and John B. Hymer * Directed by ALFRED SANTELL 
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(For information of theatre and fitm exchunge bookers VARIETY presents 
a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreviations. M—Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 


Figures herewith indicate date of VaRieTy’s review and running time. 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 


prisoner on Devil’s Island (Col) 17/30 D 78 D. Woods-S. Eilers 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) 7/2 CD 9% W. Beery-V. Weidler 
Murder by Invitation (Mono) 17/30 D 67 W. Ford-M. Marsh 
Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 C 82 B. Hope-D. Lamour 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) 7/16 C 8 G.Rogers-G. Murphy 
Moon Over Miami (20th) 6/18 MU 92 D.Ameche-B. Grable 
Bachelor Daddy (U) 17/2 C 6 Baby Sandy-E. £. Horton 








Kisses for Breakfast (WB) 17/23 C 81 D. Morgan-J. Wyatt 
WEEK OF RELEASE—7/11/41 
Two in a Taxi (Col) D 62 A. Louise-R. Hayden 
Navy Blue and Gold (M-G) (reissue) D 985 R. Young-J. Stewart 
Father Steps Out (Mono) D F. Albertson-L. Grey 
Forced Landing (Par) 7/9 M 63 R. Arilen-E. Gabor 
They Meet Again (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
Gangs of Sonora (Rep) 17/16 WwW S86 3 Mesquiteers 
Mountain Moonlight (Rep) cD Weaver Bros. Elviry 
Accent on Love (20th) D 61 G. Montgomery-O. Massen 
Hello, Sucker (U) 7/2 C 60 H. Herbert-T. Brown 
Bride Came C.O.D. (WB) 17/2 CD SS &B. Davis-J. Cagney 








WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18/41 





Blondie in Society (Col) 7/2 C 77 P. Singleton-A. Lake 
Son of Davy Crockett (Col) 7/9 Ww =59 B. Elliott-I. Meredith 
Stars Look Down (M-G) 1/3/40 D 104 M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 
Arizona Bound (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6/18 D 98 J. Wayne-B. Field 
Hurricane Smith (Rep) D R. Middleton-J. Wyatt 
Sunset in Wyoming (Rep) 8/13 W 65 G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Dance Hall (20th) 7/23 D 13 C. Romero-C, Landis 
Raiders of the Desert (U) Ww 60 R. Arilen-A. Devine 
Rawhide Rangers (U) 8/20 w 55 J. M. Brown 

Bullets for O’Hara (WB) 6/30 D SO J. Perry-R. Pryor 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/25/41 





The Officer and the Lady (Col) 17/16 D 59 R. Hudson-R. Pryor 
Blossoms In the Dust (M-G) 6/25 D 98 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
The Deadly Game (Mono) Dd d. Lang-C. Farrell 
Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 17/9 Cc 65 L. Erroll-K. Howell 
Citadel of Crime (Rep) M R. Armstreng-L. Hayes 
Bad Men of Missouri (WB) 8/16 D % dJ.Wyman-D. Morgan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/1/41 





Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) 7/30 w =~=359 CC. Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) 7/30 Cc 9% A. Sothern-G. Murphy 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D W. Hull-L. Gorcey 
Fugitive Valley (Mono) 8/26 WwW 60 R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Par) 6/25 CD 83 M. Martin-D. Ameche 
My Life With Caroline (RKO) 7/16 C 7% R. Colman-A, Lee 

Rags to Riches (Rep) 8/13 M 57 A. Baxter-M. Carlisle 
Charley’s Aunt (20th) 7/23 Cc 80 Jack Benny ‘ 
Cracked Nuts (U) Cc M. Auer-U: Merkel 
Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) cD W. Morris-T. Brown 





WEEK OF RELEASE—38/8/41 





Tillie the Toiler (Col) 8/13 Cc 67 XK. Harris-W. Tracy 
Whistling in the Dark (M-G) 8/6 D 76 C. Veidt-A. Rutherford 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono) Ww T. Keene-E. Finley 
Wide Open Town (Par) 7/3 w 77 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

Six Gun Gold (RKO) w T. Holt-L. White 
Dressed to Kill (20th) 17/23 M 75 L. Nolan-M. B. Hughes 
Hold That Ghost (U) 17/30 Cc 85 Abbott-Costello 

New Wine (UA) 7/30 MU 82 I. Massey-B. Barnes 
Manpower (WB) 7/9 D 103 E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—38/15/41 





Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) 68 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
King of Dodge City (Col) 8/13 63 8B. Elliot-T. Ritter 

Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G)_ 8/13 100 M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
Tee-Capades (Rep) 8/20 88 J. Ellison-D. Lewis 

Wild Geese Calling (20th) 17/30 73 H. Fonda-J.Bennett 

This Woman Is Mine (U) F. Tone-C. Bruce 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/22/41 _ 
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Here Comes Mr. Jordan (Col) 17/30 ¢ 
Dr. Kildare’s Wedding Day (M-G) 8/20 D 
World Premiere (Par) Cc 


R. Montgomery-R. Johnson 
L. Ayres-L. Day 
J. Barrymore-F. Farmer 


Scattergood Meets Broadway (RKO) cD Guy Kibbee 

Under Fiesta Stars (Rep) w Gene Autry 

Bad Men of Deadwood (Rep) Ww Roy Rogers 

Private Nurse (20th) 7/30 M 60 J. Harwell-B. Joyce 

A Dangerous Game (U) 3.5 M 69 A. Devine-R. Arlen 
Highway West (WB) 8/6 D 62. B. Marshall-A. Kennedy 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/29/41 


Our Wife (Col) 8/20 C 92 M. Dougias-R. Hussey 
When Ladies Meet (M-G) C J. Crawford-R. Taylor 
Saddle Mountain Roundup (Mono) w Range Busters 

Aloma of the South Seas (Par) RD D. Lamour-J. Hall 
Little Foxes (RKO) 8/13 D 115 B. Davis-H. Marshall 
Doctors Don’t Tell (Rep) D J. Beal-F. Rice 
Pittsburgh Kid (Rep) w B. Conn-J. Parker 
Sun Valley Serenzde (20th) 1/23 CD 86 S. Henie-G. Miller 
Lydia (UA) 8/20 " RD 103 M. Oberon-A. Marshal 
Major Barbara (UA) 5/7 D 115 W. Hiller-R. Morley 
Dive Bomber (WB) 8/13 D 130 =#E. Flynn-F. MacMurray 











WEEK OF RELEASE—9/5/41 

Mystery Shiv (Col) D P. Kelly-L. Lane 
Citizen Kane (RKO) 4/16 D O. Welles-J. Cotton 
Bad Man of Deadwood (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Charley Chan in Rio (20th) D S. Toler-M. B. Hughes 


120 























Badlands of Dakota (U) w R. Dix-F. Farmer 

Man from Montana (U) Ww J. M. Brown 

Smiling Ghost (WB) 8/13 D 71 4W. Morris-B. Marshall 
WEEK OF RELEASE—9/12/41 

Harmon of Michigan (Col) _ _ D T. Harmon-A. Louise 

Gentleman from Dixie (Mono) D J. LaRue-M. Marsh 


Parachute Battalion (RKO) 

Outlaws of the Cherokee Trail (Rep) 
Apache Kid (Rep) 

A Yank in the R.A.F. (20th) D T. Power-B. Grable 
Unfinished Business (U) RD I. Dunne-R. Montgomery 
Navy Blues (WB) 8/13 D 108 A. Sheridan-J. Oakie 


D R. Preston-N. Kelly 
w 3 Mesquiteers 
w D. Barry-L. Merrick 














° WEEK OF RELEASE—9/19/41 
Ladies in Retirement (Col) D I. Lupino-L. Hayward 
Sing Another Chorus (U) cD J. Frazee-J. Downs 
Nine Lives Are Not Enough (WB) M R. Regan-J. Perry 





| TITLE CHANGES _ 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Coast Telenews Deal 


Les Angeles, Aug. 19. 
Newsreel house deal was signed] ‘wild Horse Valley’ became ‘The 
by A. G. Burger, Telenews exec | Drifting Kid’ at Monogram. 
from New York, and Gus Metzger| ‘Street Girl’ is new tag on ‘Three 
and Bill Srere, turning the Arcade Jacks and a Queen’ at RKO. 
into a newsie. | ‘Son of Fury’ is release handle on 
| 


Srere will operate the house under ee hn agenanll dig gg 
an arrangement with the home office | 5 “ine Night’ to ‘Spooks Run Wild.’ 


in New York. Arcade is the third | “Hobbies Across the Sea,’ Metro 
of the Telenews theatres on the Pa- | short, reduced to ‘Hobbies.’ 

Cific Coast. Others are in Oakland | ‘Feminine Touch’ final title on 
and San Francisco. |‘Female of the Species’ at Metro. 














For The Record 


Continued from page 4 











Broadway, 14 pages out of 400. That 


is scarcely a ‘substantial portion.’ 

Thirdly, that portion, large or 
small, does not concern itself with 
the ‘political activities’ of movie and 
theatre people—but specifically with 
the activities of the Stalinists, their 
fellow-travelers, their innocent and 
not-so-innocent dupes. 

Fourthly, ‘The Red Decade’ is 
neither isolationist nor intervention- 
ist. (My own views are amply on 
record in the American Mercury, of 
which I am editor, and they scarcely 
make pleasant reading for Senators 
Nye and Wheeler.) The book is a 
piece of current history. It tells in 
unsparing detail and with consider- 


able warmth how the Communists 
muscled in on many departments of 
American life: the college cam- 
pus, youth movements, Government 
agencies, trade unions, etc. 

Films, Theatre 


The movie theatre world is one of | 


these departments. Movie folk 
proved as vulnerable to the Musco- 
vite technique as college professors, 
book reviewers, New ,Deal officials, 
clergymen, etc. Their behavior was 
only a small part of a larger situa- 
tion, Perhaps their cash contribu- 
tions to the comradely coffers for 
Communist-controlled causes was 
larger, but that was only a sign of 
opulence and a proof of generosity. 
Perhaps some of their high jinks un- 
der commissars were more flam- 
buoyantly showy, but why should 
they be any more restrained in their 
misdirected idealism than in other 
matters? 

It is no secret that the Stalinist 
brethren were highly successful in 
trapping movie people, especially 
before Hitler 


palsy-walsy. Their traps were 
baited with glittering liberal and 
anti-fascist slogans, so that their 


success is a measure of the idealistic 
urges and the political innocence of 
the victims. 

In any case, no history of the 
phenomenon can possibly ignore 
that angle. I should have been un- 
faithful to my six-year record as a 
VaRIETY mugg (in Moscow) if I had 
failed to do it justice, and I trust 
that I have managed to suggest the 
grotesquerie of the pseudo-revolu- 
tion that swept through Hollywood. 
No oné who knows anything about 
that period can be unaware of the 
verbal barricades, the rhetorical 
liquidations, the yen for class-angled 
righteousness which turned Beverly 
Hills and environs into an elegant 
if rather hammy shambles. Indeed, 
the class war as fought out by the 
gilt-edged Hollywood proletarians 
over champagne glasses and cavier 
bowls is too hilarious to be slurred 
over by any historian of the eclectic 
lunacies of our time, and I can only 
hope that Variety has not lost its 
sense of humor in this connection. 

But the implication that my book 
is somehow ‘isolationist’ in the Nye 
sense is nonsense. It is simply a 
contribution to the exposure of the 
activities of foreign dictatorships in 
our midst, and that is an essential 


phase of the job of fighting totali- | 


tarianism. 
There is no reason in common 
sense for exempting the red totali- 


tarians. The fact that Hitler ratted 
on Stalin scarcely sanctifies his 
crimes; any more than a break be- 
| tween Hitier and Mussolini would 
sanctify the crimes of Il Duce. The 
accident that Stalin (decidedly 
against his own wish and despite his 
eagerness to appease to the limit) 
is now fighting Hitler may be wel- 
comed, but it no more purifies the 
red brand of tyranny than Russia’s 
participation in the war on the Ger- 
man Kaiser in 1914-17 purified the 
Romanoff tyranny. Let’s not lose 





our sense of proportion in the mat- 
ter or the whole business may boom- 
erang, if and when we have a bigger 
and worse Vichy in Russia. 

If you can find space for this out- 
rageously long letter I should be 
gratified. Eugene Lyons. 


2 Pilots on ‘Swamp Water’ 





Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
20th-Fox is splitting its ‘Swamp 
Water’ company into two sections to 
speed up production. Jean Renoir is 
directing Unit No. 1, Irving Pichel 
heads No. 2. 
Idea is to have the picture ready 
for its group-of-five in November. 


and Stalin became | 














in pictures. 
that heydey for the little cuties 
didn’t know what to do with ladies 
of size. Nor did most of the lead- 
ing men, who also were consider- 
ably less than six feet. 

The gauge has changed. Changed 
very fast in the last year or two. 


Tallish girls are getting better than 
an even break. Feminine players, 
who already had somehow edged 
into the scene with considerable 
apology and no little camouflage, 
have been increasingly used, talent 
being equal, over the shorter ac- 
tresses. And the welcome sign is 
out for willowy, long-legged ones to 
come and be tested, with demand 
greater than supply. Talent plus 
long legs is now a premium pack- 
age. 
Bathing Beaut Influence 

Factors responsible for the changed 
preference, with screen of course 
following public choice, include the 
innumerable public undressed beauty 
parades at beaches and elsewhere; 
the almost exclusive use of lanky 
gals as models for advertising and 
merchandising; the stress on tall 
models by designers and couturiers; 
the cult of the long line in display 
art; the decidedly increased aver- 
age height of the screen’s romantic 
leading men, whose pairing with 
diminutive heroines would be ridic- 
ulous; the increased use of decora- 
tive chorines in musicals and ex- 
travaganzas in films during the past 
few years; the fact that dance di- 
rectors and studio costume design- 
ers have a great deal more to say 
about casting than they used to have. 

Regard some of the tallies recently 
in evidence in important pictures, 
and being importantly groomed by 
studio execs alert to the trend and 
fashion in femme figures as related 
to film merchandising. 

There is Claire Dodd, 5-7, brought 
|out of two years of near obscurity, 
| largely because of her height, by 
| Universal in Abbott & Costello’s 
| ‘In the Navy.’ There is Jinx Falk- 
| enburg, 5-7, artists’ model, up for a 
j|lead in Columbia’s ‘Sing For Your 
Supper,’ and getting along okay. Rita 
| Hayworth, who has capitalized on 
jher lanky appeal, is 5-6. Rosalind 
| Russell, established of course with- 
out much regard to her height, 5-7, 
| but using it as an advantage in her 
| swift climb to stardom where not 
|sO many years ago she wouldn’t have 
|had a chance because of the taboo 
| against tallness. There is Warners’ 
|newcomer, Alexis “Smith, 5  feet- 
Rereks 8 inches of lithe attrac- 
} 





tiveness and talent. Dorothy Com- 
ingore could only play against Or- 
son Welles’ 6-feet-3 in ‘Citizen Kane’ 
because she had height as well as 
ability. Susannah Foster, Para- 
mount’s young warbler, is shooting 
up to above average height, which 


will in no wise handicap her as a 
| potentially good actress, too. Tall, 
also, with lines that are getting her 


places, is Carole Landis, 5-7. Cobina 


Wright, Jr., is 5-8.. Lynn Bari, at! 


20th-Fox, being used intelligently 
with regard for her height, is 5-7. 
Gail Patrick, in Metro’s ‘Kathleen,’ 
stretches the tape to 5-8. Marsha 
| Hunt is tall. Helen Parrish at Uni- 
| versal is 5-7, and Forrest Dickson, a 
newcomer featured with Olsen & 
| Johnson, is over 5-6. Joan Leslie, 
who was opposite Gary Cooper in 
‘Sergeant York,’ is 5-6. Faye Emer- 
son, also at Warners and due for a 


It’s Tall Femmes’ Turn 


Continued from page 3 
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Even the cameras of long standing for close shots of ro- 


mantic moments between leading 
ladies and leading men, wore her 
shoes during such scenes in ‘In the 
Navy.’ Usually the gals have had to 
take ’em off, so as not to reach above 
the hero’s shoulder. 

Tall young male stars have helped 
pull the average agreeable size for 
femme players up—men like Gary 
Cooper, Errol Flynn, Joe McCrea, 
Sterling Hayden, Preston Foster, 


Robert Preston, Rod Cameron, Brad 
King, George Montgomery, the 
newly inducted John Kimbrough, exe .- 
gridder of Texas A. & M., and Richs 
ard Denning. 

Many of the femme film newcom- 
ers are from the ranks of artists 
and camera models—all long legged. 
Not only with the svelte gams, and 
the long drape lines, however, but 
also because they have been thor- 
oughly coached in the technique of 
turning on the charm, used to poise, 
able to handle themselves, and, of 
course, photogenic. 

It’s the little gals, the petite ones, 
who are going to have to battle 
to get into the film precincts, for a 
time at least. Not that the lines are 
irrevocably drawn—but the cult of 
tallness in pictures is going fo let a 
lot of talented and good looking 
young women in who never would 
have had a chance a few years ago. 








Film Reviews: 
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FUGITIVE VALLEY 








above the ordinary run of westerns. 
In all, it should mean a plump black 
figure for the books. S. Roy Luby 
maintains the consistent directorial 
pace he set with the first number of 
the series. Photography is above 
average. Art. 


Yo Quiero Morir Contigo 


(‘I Want to Die with You’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 8. 
Ariston Internacional release of Pampa 
Film Production, Features Angel Magana, 
Elisa Galve, Jose Qlarra, Carlos Perelli, 


Federico Mansilla, Ilde ravano, Hector 
Fugazio, Vicki Astori, Julio Nestor Ma- 
gana, Coco Andre, Alfredo Mileo, Jose 
Ruzo, Miguel Coiro and Adela Velich. Die 
rected by Mario Soffict. Story, Enrique 
Amorim and Roman Gomez; music, Lucio 
Demare. Reviewed at Monumental, Buenos 
Aires. Running time, 92 MINS, 





There are plenty of traces of 
Hollywood’s sentimental, screwball 
comedy cycle in ‘Yo Quiero Morir 
Contigo’ (‘I Want to Die with You’), 
Mario Soffici’s latest for Pampa, but 
it’s all handled with a definitely 
Latin touch. The net result is good 


for plenty of laughs from Latin 
audiences. It’s fast, technically zippy 
and marked by okay dialog. Chief 


fault is the utter lack of plausibility, 
even in opening scenes which call 
for a certain amount of solidarity. 
However, ingenuity in handling of 
the plot makes up for the fantasy. 
Story tells about a young couple— 
played by Elisa Galve and Angel 
Magana—who are constantly quar- 
reling. They agree to commit suicide, 
but a set-to stops this. Just as they 
decide to abandon the hari-kari, a 
dying bandit falls at their feet, hand- 
ing over $30,000 and mumbling some 


incomprehensible words. Turns out 
that this is ransom cash for a child 
hidden at Puente del Inca—Inca 


Bridge—a provincial Argentine land- 
mark. The lovers set out to find the 
child, meet with difficulties and ad- 


‘ventures, save the child and finally 
decide to ‘I Do’ despite their quar- 
reling. It’s as simple as that—plus 
lan exciting automobile race which 
climaxes the film 

Photography, especially in shots of 
Andes mountain scenes, is cood and 


| 


| 
| 


buildup, tops 5-6 Ann Sheridan 
helped set the taller fashion with 
her >~6 
Showgirls 

All of Warners ‘Navy Blues Sex- 
tet,’ soon to go out on a special cross- 
country plane with stops at key} 
cities to blurb the picture, are all 
tall and will help further the cult 
of the long legs. Among them Mar- 
guerite Chapman will get a better 
chance in ‘The Black Widow.’ 

At Paramount tall girls were at 


} 


|great premium in tests to fill the 
| front line for ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
|lavish musical. Selectees, in line to 

go much further toward picture im- 
| portance, are Katharine Booth, Bar- 
|bara Britton, Catherine Craig, Es- 
ther Fernandez, Frances Gifford (al- 
'most six feet tall), Blanche Grady, 
'Lynda Grey—all ranging around 5-6 
or 7 inches. 

Madeleine Carroll is 5-6. Patri- 
| cia Morison, 5-6. Martha O’Driscoll, 
model being promoted at Paramount, 
|is over 5-6. And there are perhaps 
|a score more who might be men- 
| tioned, on the tallish side. 
| Lupe Velez has even taken stretch- 
ing exercises—no kiddin'—to add an 
inch to her small stature. 

Claire Dodd, against precedent of 


} 


| 








musical background pleasi Ray. 


Remaking “Twin Beds’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
George Brent, Joan Bernett and 
Mischa Auer are to play the leads 
in the Edward Small production of 
‘Twin Beds,’ for United Artists re- 
lease. Tim Whelan directs. 
Shooting starts about Sept. 8. 


Marines Land Mura 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

First American film chore for 
Corinne Mura, Snanish singing star, 
will be in ‘The Marines are Ready’ 
at RKO where she recertly signed 
a term contract, 

Studio is grooming werbier for 
the femme lead in a musicel, now in 
preparation. 
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THE MOST-UPROARIOUS COMEDY WALLOP 
AUDIENCES HAVE TAKEN IN YEARS . . . ! 
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with 


CHARLES COBURN - JOHN HUBBARD 
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HIPP, BALTO 


unique style. ‘Mad dog’ Irish stew 
story is made to order and closing 


bit of tapping sends him in for show- 
stopping results. Returns for a 
strong encore bit of a dancehall 


Johnny of 20 years ago contrasted 

with the current specie of jitterbug. 

Enlisting Parker and the Condos 

Bros. for some hoofing tomfoolery as 

a short aftetpiece, serves to satisfy 

audience demand for more. 
Biz okay. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Aug. 16. 
Towne and Knott, 

John Hale, Joe 
Harry Reser 


Burm. 





Olive White, 
Paul Kirkland, 
Besser, Paul Regan, 


House Orch; ‘Ringside Maisie’ (Par). 


Minus any b.o. names, this bill 
just gets by as passable hot weather 
entertainment. In one respect 
though, it hits a new high. Seldom 
have the customers in this house 
been told so many times they’re a 
wonderful audience. It’s a_ toss-up 
whether the acts appreciated the 
pavees more or vice-versa. 

Openers are Towne and Knott, 
doubling from the Dempsey-Vander- 
bilt Pago Pago Room. They have 
been held over at the beach for sev- 
eral weeks. but don’t justify it in 
this appearance. Samba and rhumba 
rovtines. if developed, could be 
socky. but as is they show little 
initiative. Execution is ragged, and 
in final number both were off 
balance. ' 

Paul Regan is the mime of the 
week. His impersonations are okay, 
but they’re a recap of a half-dozen 


served up here by other mimes dur- | 


ins previous weeks. 

Paul Kirkland’s balancing turn 
was a wow back in the gaslite 
burley days, but it’s showing signs 
of wear now. Possibly with a little 
more showmanship it could still be 
rejuvenated, but not if he confines 
it to balancing a lighted paper cone 
on his schnozzle. Works for 10 min- 
utes with the cone, and takes about 
60 seconds to perform best stunt in 
his rep—balancing two chairs and a 
femme on his dome. 

John Hale is well known here. 
Was at Bill Jordan’s all last season. 
Tenor has a strong delivery and nice 
choice of songs. Seems unable to 
decide what to do with his hands 
though. Once he betters stage pres- 
ence he’s aee. bet for any bill. 

Nightcap brings up Joe Besser, 
who’s scheduled to open in Olsen 
and Johnson’s ‘Crazy House’ this 
fall. Slapstick crossfire between 
Besser and straight stooge is socko. 
It’s straight from the cob, but good 
for plenty of belly howls. Finally 
had to resort to plugging New York 
show before he made his getaway 

Olive White accredits herself 
both in bowing on the turns and in 
her single. She’s a Phil Spitalny 
Toad company. 
instruments and whams over 
tof torchy lyrics in fine stvle. 

House full when caught 
night (15). 


Friday 
Leslie. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 


Suliy Rand, Brenda and Cobina, 


Joe and Jane McKenna, Jack Holst 
and Milady, Alyse Cerf, Dorothy Hild 
Ballet 
Orch 
(Mono). 


(12); ‘Bowery 


For the first time in several weeks | 


this house looks to have real action 
at the b.o. It’s an odd combination 
of talent, but offers name strength. 

Dorothy Hild Ballet opens the 
show with a pleasant little routine, 
followed by Alyse Cerf, acro dancer 
Gal is on the hefty side and lacks 
Stage presence. Tricks are okay, 
though. 

Joe and Jane McKenna, who just 
closed in the Chicago across the 
street, are on for their hilarious 
adagio bit, taking the place of Wally 

rown turn for three days, due to 
the illness of Brown's femme part- 
ner. Annette Ames. As usual, the 

cKennas scored well. 

Brenda and Cobina, comediennes 
on the Bob Hope radio show, are on 
for a short turn, which, while weak 
in spots, is stronger than most per- 
sonal appearances made by such 
Personalities. Act was apparently 
framed for them by radio writers to 
include some of the best laughs the 


gals got on the Hope show during 
the year. Gags lose something by 


slight delivery, but act as a whcle 
registers okav. 


Horizontal bar turn, Jack Holst and | 


Milady, presents the former Olympic 
champ in some swell stunts on the 
bar. Gal is there mostly for decora- 
tion. but does enough on the bar to 
merit her appearance, and Holst 
comes up with a few tricks that re- 
quire plenty on nerve and coordina- 
tion. The house liked them. 

Hild line comes back with a nice 
ballet routine which serves as an in- 


troduction to the fan and bubble | 


| House Reviews 


Continued from page 18 


Plays half a dozen | 


brace | 


(12), Walter Davidson House 
Blitzkrieg’ 











work of Sally Rand. Miss Rand still 
knows how to sell this stuff and gets 
great results, doing enough legitimate 
‘dancing to keep the striperoo from 
| being one of those things. Still a 
| money-puller, Miss Rand is always 
|a good b.o. bet for this house. 

Biz terrific third show Friday (15). 

Gold. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
Phil Harris orch with Patricia Kay, 
Jerry Mahoney, BPillingtons, Ames & 
Arno; ‘Out of the Fog’ (WB). 





Jello is getting plenty of free plugs 
on the Earle boards these days. Last 
|month it was Rochester, last week 
Dennis Day, this week it’s Phil 
| Harris. Harris works on the Jello- 





| Jack Benny theme with a vengeance | 


‘but the customers don’t seem to 
mind. The curly-headed maestro 
also weaves in lots of blurbs for his 
wife’s (Alice Faye) new picture, 
‘Weekend in Havana.’ (Miss Faye is 
traveling with the band but doesn’t 
appear on stage). 

Harris, wearing a set toothy smile, 
continues a steady line of patter be- 
tween numbers, needling the mem- 
bers of his crew, kidding the cus- 
jtomers and talking about Jack and 
Alice. 

Best band numbers are a swing 
| version of ‘Poet and Peasant,’ ‘Things 
|I Love,’ ‘Hut-Sut’ and ‘That's What 
'T Like About the South.’ with Harris 
vocalizing the latter pair. The band’s 
red-tressed femme canary, Patricia 
Kay, registers nicely with ‘Daddy’ 
and a boogie woogie number. 

Surrounding acts fill out the bill 
neatly, with plenty of laughs handed 
out by Jerry Mahoney and his im- 
pudent dummy, Jerry. The voice- 
thrower and his stooge have appeared 
here many times but they still 
clicks. The cross-patter is ribtick- 
ling, with the finale, dummy singing 
‘Hold Tight,’ netting salvos. 

Ames and Arno have an entertain- 
ment knockabout skit, while 


| 
| 
j 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


tap-terping. 


afternoon) was almost filled. Shal. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Paramount and Fox Movietone vie 
for top honors, both on the Eu- 
ropean war front. In fact, without 


would be mighty desultory. 

Par reveals final battles of Brit- 
ish in Syria, picturing Ted Genock, 
cameraman with the British, and 
using his narration and screen story. 





It’s close to being the most ex- 
citing land fighting to come from | 
| the front. There’s a closeup of a 


| French tank being destroyed by ar- 
tillery fire, obtained via _ telefoto 
lens, that is a pip for actual ac- 
tion. 

Fox shows an air attack on a Brit- 
ish convoy, wiih 
by direct hits from Axis 
Same reel gets something 
Dawn Patrol in the North 
| region Both are helped 
Douglas’ narration. 
with films of Nazi prisoners. 

Only occasional bits of originality 
help the rest. Best is Tex Mc- 
| Crary’s ‘Prophet Without Honor,’ 

It’s a well-worded, picturized trib- 
ute to Billy Mitchell and his fore- 
sight on aviation as proved by the 
war in Europe. 

Universal again cops the laurels 
| for freak clips. There are the pet 
lion at Kalamazoo, Mich., the baby 
parade at Wildwood, N. J., Washing- 
ton state log rollers, a Minnesota 
child swimmer and a sweater girl’s 
contest (smacks of plug for a cer- 
tain sweater designer). U also man- 
the curse of a patent 
Abbott-Costello by clown- 
an Atlantic 


out of a 
African 
by Paul 


1. 
to tae 


the at 
y pool 

Story of American 
with Canadian outfits in 
the top human-interest yarn, as 
Paramount Same : 
clip from a Rio de Janeiro race- 
track that’s supposed to show the 
newsree! doing its part build 
Latin-American goodwill. Fox con- 
| tributes its usual strong quota of 
sports items, ace one being that of 
youngsters cheering the embattled 
Dodgers in Brooklyn. News of Day 
does a thrilling auto race in Penn- 
sylvania, showing the driver of a 
wrecked car getting out safely after 
auto caught fire. 

Remainder is the usual quota of 


sequences 
boys fighting 
England is 
done 


by reel has a 


t 
is LO 


‘Singapore to 
travelog, 
Wear. 


new bridges, etc. 
Hong Kong’ (Col), vapid 
pads out the show. 





Welles Troupe Spreads 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Orson Welles and his Mercury 
| group moved from the RKO lot on 
Gower street to the RKO Pathe 
| studio in Culver City. 
There wasn’t enough space on the 
old lct. 


‘Deadpan’ Clicks 





Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

Roy Slentz. 
manager, 
practically 


theatre 
applause at 
every performance 
after ‘dead pan’ Virginia 
O’Brien’s ‘Rock Me to Sleep’ 
song number in ‘The Big Store,’ 
the Marx Bros. picture. Applause 
is an extremely infrequent occur- 
rence at the Gopher or any other 
local house. It occasionally 
breaks out at the start of a car- 
toon comedy, but very seldom 
otherwise, and, thus, the meni- 
festations provoked by Miss 


Gopher 
reports 





| 
| 


j 
| 


O’Brien are regarded in local 
trade circles as all the more re- 
markable. 

















_Anti-Nazi League 


ganda films to Latin-America, 
which tend to make the going 
harder for our own American 
export films. We point to such 
examples as the attempt to pre- 
vent showing ‘The Great Dicta- 
tor’ at a time when in the same 
localities German films are being 
shown, 

Finally, the Anti-Nazi League 
is seriously considering making 
its own appearance at the hear- 
ing, because it believes that the 
whole purpose of the investiga- 
tion may be to cloak an attempt 
by Wheeler to muzzle the film in- 
dustry and compel it to become 
an avenue of propaganda of his 
own choosing. In other words, 
the League thinks that propa- 
ganda is defined by Mr. Wheeler 
to mean simply ideas that he 
himself does not like—particu- 
larly since Mr. Wheeler, in all 
his reams of speeches to date, 
has not said a word about propa- 
ganda films of Nazi origin now 
shown in this country. 











the | 
Billingtons do a workmanlike job of 


House at this reviewing (Saturday | 


their exciting batile clips, this bill | 


7 | 
the Fearless sunk 
planes. | 


Fox also clicks | 


national defense yarns, pretty gals, | 

















Soviet Films 


Continued from page 4 


the fact that there are 
Soviet productions. 





few new 


Ra N.Y. 
Russian pictures are showing ir- 
regularly at the Miami on 6th ave- 





itract mild interest. Soon after 
{Russia began fighting the Nazis, the 


'Central, on Broadway, used one or 
ltwo Soviet features but with onby | 
|modest' returns. Theatre never 
adopted a regular run policy on 


at- 
Some Russian 


Soviet films because they did not 
tract enough interest. 


films also have been coupled with 
|American pictures in West 42nd 
street houses without attracting 


more than passing attention. 

It’s reported that Soviet pictures 
may go back as a regular policy at 
the Miami this fall if product holds 
up. 

Aussie OK’s Red Pix 
Sydney, Aug. 19. 
alliance with 
British Empire is seen here as en- 
hancing the Australian market for 
Russian-made films. Sydney branch 
of Friends of Soviet Union is 
tacting several local distributors 
about handling Russ films on a per- 
centage basis. 

A couple of tne large theatre cir- 
cuits also have been approached to 


Russia’s war 








handle films in small capacity thea- 
tres in each Anzec state Fifteen 
Russian pictures with English sound 
track are said to be ready for ship- 
ment here with more to follow 
Hopes are hold out for popularizing 
Russian newsreels locally. 
Elsewhere in the democracies Rus- 
sian-made: pix have regained popu- 
larity also since the Nazi invasion 
of the Soviet 
ee oe 








‘Always England’ | 


Continued from page | ee 


|Night in Lisbon’ (Paramount), tee 
$1,000; corporated into ‘Nice Girl’ 
(Deanna Durbin- Universal), but 
only for the British market, fee 
$1,500; in ‘Yank in RAF’ (20th), 
'$1.500 for the grand right; ‘Mrs. 
| Miniver’ (Metro). $1,000; March of 


!'Time’s Dionne Quints short, $250 fee; 


| Elizabeth Arden commercial short, | 


| $250, which Dash-Connelly, the pub- 


| lishers, in turn, gave to British War 


| Relief Society. 
Hugh Charles 
authored it, and it 


llished in April, 1939. 


and Ross 
was first pub- 





nection 


| 











America Wants Laff Pix 


Continued from page 1 








with the film 
premiere was scheduled for last Fri- 
day, preventing ‘The Big Store's’ re- 
tention. 

Throughout the territory, as well 
as here, the b.o. leaders have been 


| ‘Caught in the Draft,’ In the Navy,’ 


‘Buck Privates,’ ‘Road to Zanzibar,’ 


‘Icecapades’ ; ingly 


| ‘Topper Returns,’ "Love Crazy,’ the 
|‘Andy Hardy’ releases, ‘Devil and | 
'Miss Jones,’ ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ all of 


| 





| plenty of comic relief. 


them comedies. | 


Of course, a few dramas, including | 


‘A Woman's Face,’ ‘Penny Serenade,’ | 
'‘Meet John Doe’ and ‘Shepherd of 


the Hills’ also are delivering, but 
their proportion is very much 
smaller than that of the comedies 


and most of these, too, have a con- 
siderable quota of laughs, the trade 


points out. | 


ee 


Detroit Even Likes 
Oldies —If Funny 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 
Hooked up with Army and the 


| 


Navy, on the lighter side of war, | 


‘23% Hours Leave’ and ‘Sweethearts 
of the Navy,’ a pair of reissues, are 
proving a smash here in Michigan, 
purported to be the stronghold of 
isolationist sentiment. Where cus- 
tomarily a pair of prints on reissues 
are sufficient, Allied Film Exchange 
reports that it has out more than a 
half dozen sets. 

Although alleged propaganda pic- 
tures and those with a war back- 
grcund have died miserably in this 
area, the two oldies are credited 
with their phenomenal success be- 
cause while they have military back- 





ground—something inescapable in | 
real life these days—they aren't | 
linked with the present and have} 
The success | 


'of the Abbott and Costello slapstick 


in the service fields cued in the pres- 
ent revivals. 

Typical of the kind of reaction, | 
after the pair grossed close to $6,000 | 
at the Colonial here, during the hot- | 


nue, New York, where they only at- | 


the | 


con- 


Parker 


'test spell of the summer and in a 
house lacking air conditioning, 
{United Detroit Theatres booked the 


| films into two of its largest nabes, | 
Butterfield | One good and one bad, in her next 


the Annex and Regent. 
| Circuit cleaned up and held over 
with the pair in its Flint house and 
}as result is pushing the pair into a 
| score more theatres of the chain in 
| Michigan. 


is the 
Navy 


recruiting offices have will- 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


| were held Saturday 


| front 





5 
lined up with the pictures, 
putting a $50,000 truck display of 
Army and Navy guns, ammunition, 
searchlights and other equipment in 


of the houses where are 
being shown. 





pics 




















| Blackton Dies 


Hitt ontinued from page 4————— 








Kinetoscope, and with 12 shorts, ine 


cluding ‘Blackton, the World Care 


| toonist,’ started on a vaudeville tour 


th 


waa 


with himself as Then 


with Albert E. Smith, his partner, in 
a small downtown New York office, 
he started to make his own films. 
With William T. Rock, the pair soon 
afterwards started to produce one- 
reel detective films on the roof of a 
building, such as ‘Raffles’ and ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes.’ 

Following Blackton’s severance 
with Vitagraph in 1913, he produced 
independently in England. He went 
back to Vitagraph in 1923 upon his 
return to the U. S. until it was sold 
to Warners. He then became a di- 
rector. Of recent years he had done 
odd work in the film studios. 

Some years after the start of the 
Vitagraph company, Blackton was 
making sO much money that he ex- 
tended his activities on a huge social 
scale. He became commodore of the 
Motorboat Club of America and the 
Atlantic Yacht Club, thereafter, un- 
til his death, being widely known as 
‘the Commodore.’ With his first 
wife, Paula, who died in 1928, he 
was an avid motorboat enthusiast, 
both being represented in many out- 
standing meets. 

In 1935 he was director of a fed- 


lecturer. 


}eral relief film project in Los An- 


geles. 
Two sons and two daughters sur- 
vive. 
Funeral in Los 
(16). 


To Be Taken in Stride 


Holywood, Aug. 19. 
Alice Faye plays two ‘Gal’ roles, 


services Angeles 


|}two pictures at 20th-Fox. First is 
a singing part in ‘My Gal Sal,’ 
|Theodore Dreiser’s tale about his 


|; composer brother, Paul Dresser. 


{| Not invaluable to the exploitation , cago 
fact that both the Army and!from an old legiter for production 


110 Othecmemneaset fTierenarst: bev rneresy 
VCO OE NENG ELEC RED EBONY HepbeHNOD 


New York Theatres | 


Second is the tough moll in ‘Chie 
Gal,’ now being rewritten 


by Nunnally Johnson, 





Oa 
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arr MUSIC HALL 


“THE LITTLE 
FOXES” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











PARAMOUNT .::: 






HELD OVER 2ND WEEK 
Don Ameche | IN PERSON 
Mary Martin Jerry Colonna 
iPS Claude 
“KISS Thornhill 
and Band 
THE BOYS 


extra 
GOODBYE” 4 INK SPOTS 
‘eee wererereranrnernee et 








NOW PLAYING 
SPENCER TRACY 


INGRID BERGMAN, LANA TURNER 


‘DR. JEKYLL & MR. HYDE’ 


An M-G-M Kelease 
AtR COOLED 


ASTOR 


Doors Open 
9:15 A.M 


B’way at 
15th st. 



















47th St et. 
oo PALACE :--..25': 
Week Beginning Auc. 2st 
BETTE JAMES 


DAVIS *© CAGNEY 


“THE BRIDE CAME C.O.D.” 
PLUS LLOYD NOLAN in 
“DRESSED TO KILL” 









~> SASS oe ay * &” News “Litt 


Al 41st WEEK! $ f 
AIR-CONDITIONED 


Twice daily BROADWA 53 & Bway =~ 


Y isrea 165353 
j Gita [Cotten and Seve Won Walt Proce at A tor JON 


+e eee 


















NOW PLAYING 


GARY COOPER 


—fla— 


‘SERGEART YORK’ 


41 NEW WAKNER BROS. HII 


HOLLYWOOD 


B’way at Sist St. 
AIR-CONDITIONED 











Starts Thursday 
Mickey and Sudy 


Together Again trosdwas 


“LIFE BEGINS 
FOR ANDY HARDY” 


Lewis STONE @ Mickey ROONEY 
AN M-G-M Picture 






Starts Thur.,Aug.2! 
Bob HOPE 

Dorothy LAMOUR 
‘CAUGHT IN 






$0 

















Last Times Wed. 


Clark Rosalind | THE DRAFT” 
Gable @ Russeli | 
“THEY MCT | In Person 
IN BOMBAY” Geo. JESSEL 
On Stage and the Singieg 
MILLS Bros Power's Models 





Heany Youngman Others 









2\D WEEK 


“Bad Men of Missouri’ 


) y Warner Bros hHiit With 
Dennis MORGAN e@ dane WYMAN 
Wayne MORRIS @® Arthur KENNEDY 


IN PERSON 
ROCHESTER Jack Benny's Shadow 
CLYDE LUCAS and His Orch. 


STRAND B’way &475t. 
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Bendix Takes Over Sponsorship 


~— OFU.S. Treasury Program When 
Texaco Resumes Fred Allen Oct. | 


+ 


Buchanan agency has sold the Ben- | 
dix Corp. on the idea of assuming | 
the time and incidental talent costs 
for the U. S. Treasury show when 
Texaco resumes with the Fred Allen 
program Oct. 1. The Treasury stanza 
will have its final airing in Texaco’s | 
Wednesday spot on CBS Sept. 24 and | 
open under the Bendix banner on the 
NBC-Blue Oct. 6. It will be the) 
Tuesday night 8-to-9 period. 


Like Texaco, the Bendix Corp. will | 
pay the bills for the orchestra and | 
chorus, but the screen, radio and | 
concert names will continue to make | 
their appearances on a cuffo basis. | 
Bendix will commit itself as bank- 
roller of the series for 13 weeks, and | 
it is understood that an effort will be | 
made to get a different account for 
each cycle of 13 weeks. 

Bendix manufactures auto and air- 


plane parts and washing machines. 


SWITCH FAY 
TO THURSDAYS 


Tums (Lewis-Howe) has switched 
the time for its Frank Fay show on 
the NBC-Red. It had accepted the 
Saturday 10:30-11 p.m. period, but 
it dropped this last week for an- 
other availability, Thursday 10:30- 
11 p.m. 

The new starting date for the pro- 
gram is Oct. 16. 


8. Games on Atlantic’s 
WOR Grid Sked; First 


Princeton Commercia!s 














}at NBC. Among the additions to the | 


j;mann and Edward Wade, engineers; 


Network Premieres 


(Aug. 20-30) 





‘Aldrich Family,’ comedy- 
drama, Thursdays, 8-8:30 p.m. 
(12 midnight repeat), NBC-Red 
(WEAF), General Foods (Jello 
pudding), Young & Rubicam. 
Returns tomorrow night (Thurs- 
day) after four-week layoff. 

‘Bright Horizon, the Story of 
Michael West,’ serial drama, 
Mondays through Fridays, 11:30- 
11:45 am. (2 p.m. repeat), CBS, 
Lever Bros. (Swan soap in east 
and midwest, Lipton’s tea on 
Coast), Young & Rubicam. Starts 
Monday (25), replacing ‘Big Sis- 
ter,” which moves to 12:15-12:30 
noon, CBS, for Lever Bros. 
(Rinso), Ruthrauff & Ryan. 








NBC Adds to Television 
And Shortwave Staffs 


mane | 


Number of new employees have | 


been added to the television and in- 


ternational short-wave departments 








ae ru” cone | WW, DET. 21ST ANN 
um omens woos sues A NOSTALGIA SPLURGE 


from company’s Hollywood studios; 
Herbert De Groot, Herman Folkerts, 
Detroit, Aug. 19. 
Having reached seniority (21 


Harold M. Miller, George F. Neu- 
years), WWJ celebrated its anniver- 


sary this week with plenty of senti- 
mental flourishes. Station took on 
for a week Fred Waring’s orchestra, 
which the station gave its first air 
shot in 1921, although the celebration 
proper only called for his appear- 
ance on Aug. 20, the date in 1920 
when the station began the broad- 
casting of regular scheduled pro- 
gram of entertainment. Station’s an- 
niversary program went on the NBC 
Red network. 


Tieing up to the past, the station’s 
original transmitter was used for the 
playing of a recording of the ‘Gold 
and Silver Waltz,’ which was fol- 
lowed by Mischa Kottler and a 45- 
piece symphony playing the same se- 
lection under modern conditions. 
Other sentimental tieups included an 
interview with Dorothy Gish, here 
with ‘Life with Father,’ whose sister, 
Lillian, and David Wark Griffith 
were among the first interviewed in 
the station’s ‘old days.’ As part of the 
P : To national airing of the anniversary 

CBS is putting the finishing | program, talks also were given by 
touches to the publication of an an-|w J. Scripps, general manager of 
alysis made for the network by the | wwy, and Frank Mullen, executive 
Roper research organization on the vice-president of NBC. 
relation of sales to frequency adver- 
tising in radio. The survey in- 
volved 500,000 phone calls and the 
results will likely be made avail- 
able to the trade next week. 





Gary Simpson, promoted from page 
boy to stage manager; Ernest Colling, 
to 
ducer and anouncer, and Anne 
Arkenau, receptionist and secretary. 

New members of the international 
short-wave staff include Raphael 
Carvajal, Spanish writer and an- 
nouncer and no relation to Charles 
Carvajal of the same department; 
Louis Breglio, Italian announcer; 
Robert Lochner, news writer and an- 
nouncer; Laird Ogle, French writer- 
announcer; John Weitz, junior an- 
nouncer and English correspondent. 


CBS WINDING UP 
ROPER ANALYSIS 


transferred from publicity pro- | 











WRIGHT IN H’Wo0oD 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Tommy Wright, of the New York 





Schedule of football broadcasts 
over WOR, New York, this fall un- 
der Atlantic Refining sponsorship 
calls for eight games, of which seven 
are already set. Included will be 
three games at Princeton, the first 
time that college has permitted com- 
mercial broadcasts of its grid con- 
tests. 

Games and dates on the schedule, 
in addition to an unselected one for 
Sept. 27, are Princeton-Columbia, 
Oct. 11; Yale-Army, Oct. 18; Yale- 
Dartmouth, Oct. 25; Princeton-Har- 
vard, Nov. 1; Cornell-Yale, Nov. 8; 
Yale-Princeton, Nov. 15; Princeton- 
Navy, Nov. 22. 

N. W. Ayer is the agency on the 
deal. 


DON LEE AFFILIATES 
HASH OVER RADIO WOES 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

New regulations regarding net- 
works and other problems of radio 
were hashed oyer by Lewis Allen 
Weiss and 33 representatives of Don 
Lee affiliated stations from Seattle 
to “San “Diego at a get-iozgethe: 





Weiss, just back from Washington, 
outlined recent commission develop- 
ments and reviewed broadcasting’s 
past hectic year. 


———— 


ALESHIRE WITH ELLIS 


Replaces Lawrence Holcombe 
Radio Dept. Manager 





as 





Edward Aleshire joins the Sher- 
man K. Ellis agency Sept. 1 as man- 
ager of the radio department. He 
takes the place of Lawrence Hol- 
comb, who resigned to edit a mag 
and do freelance producing. 

Aleshire has been with the Chi- 
cago offices of Benton & Bowles, 
Lord & Thomas and Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert. 


Mason Back With NBC 





in’; 
Hotel St. Francis here Saturday (16). | 





office of Young & Rubicam, is here 
on vacation and to line up publicity 
for the agency’s fall shows. 

Returns east in a couple of weeks. 


The study compares in detail the 
jintensity of product turnover with 
| the number of times weekly that the 


| 


| article has been plugged on the air. 


‘Commandments for Commentators 





By Quincy Howe 


[The author of this is a news commentator over WQXR, New York, in 
whose September program booklet the article will appear. He explains that 
unlike lecturers, actors and singers, who can attend schools, read textbooks 
and draw on generations of experience, a news commentator can learn 
from nobody but himself and his colleagues to whom he seldom has time to 
| listen. He adds that if the following decalog has no other result, it at least 
| may lead someone else to draw up something better.] 








1. Be yourself On this one commandment hang’ all of the laws and 
| most of the profits of the successful news commentator. If you assume 
over the air a personality that is not your own, your listeners will see 
through your pose. If you are yourself, somebody will like you. 

| 2. Never prophesy. The disease of overprediction is fatal. Listeners 
| have memories. They recall your errors as well as your hits. And you 
need a better than .500 average to get by. 

3. Name your sources. The commentator cannot compete with world- 
wide news services in gathering information. He cannot pit his knowledge 
| and judgment against experts. Moreover, if you credit the source of your 
| information and interpretation, you can often get further cooperation. And 
ners will respect ycu more. 


yourlis! 
4. 

ing mere time reading basic books, less time reading superficial newspaper 
| stories, Magazine articles and news letters. 
that have proved dependable and follow them. 
| 5. Stick to one main theme in each broadcast. Don’t confuse your 
listeners and yourself by rattling off 10-point programs, point by point. 
Don’t try to cover the whole world each time you speak. It can wait— 
which is more than your listeners will do if you bewilder them. 

6. Converse, don’t elocute or argue. No matter how large your audi- 
; ence, you are talking to countless small groups, not to a mass meeting. 
And respect other peoples’ prejudices. Otherwise you will end up preach- 
ing only to those who agree with you anyway. 

7. Never listen to other commentators. One of two things will happen 
| if you do. Either you will spend all your time arguing with those you 
disagree with, or you will not say what you want to say because somebody 
else has said it, probably much better than you could. Act as if you were 
the only commentator on the air. 

8. Speak naturally. If you try to correct certain fixed habits of speech 
| you will make a worse mistake correcting the original one, and besides, 
| your nervous system will suffer. If you talk fast, it can’t be helped. A 
rapid, interested talker holds the attention better than a slow, bored one. 
Moreover, you can always pause to let your listeners catch up with you. 
Also you can say the same thing in more than one way. A corollary to 
this commandment is to summarize the gist of your talk in a concluding 
paragraph. 

9. Admit your mistakes. You will make plenty of them and you might 











Joseph K. Mason, who resigned 
from NBC advertising and sales pro- 
motion some time ago to take an- 
other job, has rejoined the company. 

Now in continuity acceptance. 





as well acknowledge them from time to time. Nobody expects perfection, 
even from a news commentator. Therefore take your listeners into your, 
confidence ofcasionally and show where and why you went wrong. But 
don’t spend more than 10% of any one broadcast alibiing yourself on the 
one hand or ¢onfessing on the other: 

10. Never draw up a list of commandments for commentators. 


| has 


Am. Tobacco Solicits Squawks From 
Listeners on Pall Mall Sound Effects 





WIFE, SUING WM. WEST, 
STOPS SALE OF WIMV 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. 

William H. West, Jr., prez and 
chief stockholder of the Mississippi 
Valley Broadcasting Co., which op- 
erates WTMV in East St. Louis, last 
week was enjoined by the St. Clair 
County, Il., circuit court from dis- 
posing of his property at the request 
of his wife, Mrs. Marguerite West, 
who sued for separate maintenance. 
The petition alleges that West is ‘in- 
fatuated with another woman.’ 

The petition alleged that West 
‘sold or arranged to sell his stock in 
WTMV for $32,000’ on Aug. 1, and 
that his income was $1,000 per 
month, Mrs. West seeks $300 a 
month alimony and $1,500 for attor- 
ney’s fees. 

Starting on ae shoestring after 
serving with several St. Louis sta- 
tions, West built WITMV into one of 





the best coin-getters among the 
smaller stations in the Mississippi 
Valley. 





MILLIGAN QUITS 
B-S-H SEPT. | 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Lawrence Milligan is exiting as 
account executive with the Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert firm on Sept. 1 
after eight years with the agency. 

During this time Milligan had been 
account chief on Procter & Gamble 
advertising, and primarily on Oxy- 
dol for the past few years. B-S-H 
brought in Clifford Fitzgerald 
from the Sherman K, Ellis agency 
to handle this account, 

Milligan has not yet set a new 
connection. He was one of the top 
money men with the B-S-H agency 
and regularly drew a neat bonus 
when the melon was sliced each 
Christmas. 


SWAN TO GLEN TAYLOR; 
SHERDEMAN ON SILVER 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
lenhall Taylor, 








for years pro- 
ducer of Silver Theatre for Young 


& Rubicam, switches over to the 





Develop a rounded and consistent point of view. This means spend- | 


But pick certain news sources | 


Swan soap program headed by 
| Burns and Allen and Paul White- 
man. Al Scalpone, of the agency’s 
| scripting staff, will function as pro- 
duction aide. 

Ted Sherdeman, NBC producer- 
writer, swings over to Y. & R. to 
handle Silver Theatre. 


Willson Returns West 
For Maxwell Brushup 








Meredith Willson, maestro of Max- 
well House Coffee, which resumes 
Sept. 4, is cutting his New York 
vacation short and hurrying back to 
| the Coast this weekend to get things 
in preparation. 

Fannie Brice doesn’t return to the 
show until after the first one of the 
fall series, which is another reason 
for extra care. 








Keeping Rustad Busy 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

John Rustad, KSTP announcer, re- 
cently inducted into the service and 
now stationed at Ft. Warren, Wyo., 
has been promoted to sergeant. 

While in the Army he’s doing 12 
propaganda broadcasts weekly out of 
the Cheyenne station. 





‘Honeysuckle’ Permanent 
Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

Rod O’Connor goes on WCCO’s 
‘Sunrisers’ program with his ‘Homer 
Honeysuckle’ character as a regular 
feature. 

Program is on from 6 to 7 am. 
from Monday to Saturday, inclusive. 





Sammy Stept and Charles Tobias 
wrote words and music for ‘This 
Above All,’ title song for the 20th- 
Fox picture of the same name. 








a 


Stations carrying Pall Mall cig’s 
‘Modern Design’ announcements 
have been asked by the account, 
American Tobacco Co., to relay to it 
immediately any written complaints 
they may receive from annoyed 
listeners. Some stations report that 
the squawks have been increasing 
steadily, with most of the plaints 
having to do with the unpleasant in- 
trusion caused by the blurb’s con- 
glomeration of sound effects, 
American Tobacco makes a practice 
of answering all such complaints. 

Same account experienced similar 
difficulties with its auctioneer spot 
blurbs for Lucky Strike a couple 
years ago, and it was reported at the 
time that the inflow of letters had 
much to do with the sudden termi- 
nation of the campaign. 


26 CITIES GET 
NOXEMA QUIZ 


Noxema, a Ruthrauff & Ryan ac- 
count, will expand its local two and 
three-city quiz shows to 14 competi- 
tive combinations and 26 cities. The 
account is adding immediately WAPI, 
Birmingham, and WSB, Atlanta, for 
a weekly half-hour contest between 
these two towns, and the coming 
combinations will consist of Kansas 
City and St. Louis, Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh, and Albany, Troy and 
Schenectady. 

Agency has yet to pick the stations 
for the last three combinations. 








SUES IRNA PHILLIPS 
FOR SHARE IN SERIAL 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Emmons Carlson, promotion man- 
ager of the NBC division here, has 
filed suit against writer Irna Phillips 
for an accounting of profits from the 
radio serial, ‘The Guiding Light.’ 

Carlson claims he has a deal with 
Miss Phillips for a share in the serial, 
but, after a payment of $1,900 in 1936, 
he received no other money. Carl- 
son states that the profits should run 
into six figures. 


P.& G’s Playhouse Back 
On NBC-Red Sept. 6 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Procter & Gamble show, ‘Knicker- 








bocker Playhouse,’ returns to the 
air Saturday, Sept. 6, after summer 
layoff. Show will be aired over 


NBC-Red for a 39-week period Sat- 
urdays from 17-7:30 CDST, with re- 
peat broadcast at 10:30 p. m. 

Account handled by H. W. Kas- 
tor agency, with Drene the prod- 
uct. 





LEBAHR GETS ‘LOST’ 


Detours on Way Home and Misses 
Program; Glickman Subs 

Bert Lebhar, Jr., sports broad- 
caster and sales manager of WHN, 
New York, missed the second of his 
two sports shows Monday night (18) 
when he was forced to detour and 
became lost while driving from the 
station to his home at New Rochelle, 
N.Y., from where he does the lat- 
ter program. 

With only a few minutes remain- 
ing before the stanza was to go on 
the air, those in the studio rushed 
Marty Glickman, another sports 
spieler, to the microphone. Since 
he had no script, he told the day’s 
baseball scores and then began read- 
ing an old sports feature script from 
the files. 











Fleming Draws ‘Hazard’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Van Fleming, last associated with 
Mutual’s ‘I Want a Divorce’ as 
writer-producer, draws the produc- 
tion assignment on Johnson wax 
‘Hap Hazard,’ which won a perma- 
nent spot after subbing for ‘Fibber 
McGee and Molly.’ 

Cecil Underwood, Coast radio head 
for Needham, Louis & Brorby, will 
look after ‘Fibber’ and Hal Peary’s 
‘Gildersleeve’ for Kraft. 














wer. 


speech, imposed by Columbia Broad- 


sustaining hookup. 
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-CHAINBREAK SRO MAY HELP | 


“MBS Files With FCC Own Formula 
To Solve Chain Broadcasting Tangle: 
No NBC Action Til Trammell Returns 





Fidler, Off CBS in Revolt Against 
Net's Gagging His Gab, Takes Bells 
To MBS for Coast-to-Coast Piping 


| ED BYRON DICKERING 
FOR ‘CITY DESK’ SERIES 


Ed Byron, who handles the ‘Mr. 
District Attorney’ (Vitalis), is dick- 
ering with the Ted Bates agency for 
the takeover of the ‘City Desk’ 
series, which Palmolive has on CBS 
Saturday nights. Ted Bates is the 
agency for the latter account. 

Byron would furnish the scripts 
as well as produce. 


TIME MULLING 
RETURN 10 
RADIO 


Time magazine is considering re- 
turning its ‘March of Time’ series to 
network radio. Show hasn’t been on 
the air for the past two seasons. 

Understood that if the series does 
resume it will be handled through 
the Young & Rubicam agency. 








Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Asserting that the censorship of 


casting System, was proving ‘too 
oppressive’ for him, Jimmie Fidler, 
radio chatterer and columnist on 
Hollywood doings, has obtained can- 
cellation of his CBS contract and 
signed with Mutual, which will pipe 
his weekly gossip from Coast to 
Coast over 14 stations instead of the 
six outlets he had on CBS, all con- 
fined to the Pacific Coast. On MBS 
his program will be commercial from 
Hollywood to Chicago and sustain- 
ing for the rest of the way east. 
The account is Tayton, Inc. 

Fidler’s broadcast last Friday (15) 
was his swan song at CBS. This 
Friday (22) he will bow on Mutual 
and will feature his gabbing with 
a reading of an editorial and letter 
whose censorship and suppression, 
he says, led to the break with Co- 
lumbia. His additional commercial 
outlets over MBS wili be Denver, 
Salt Lake City, Des Moines, Kansas 
City, Omaha, Minneapolis and Chi- 
cago. WOR (N. Y.), will be on the 











‘Gagging’ 

While Fidler, in a statement re- 
leased to the press and the Federal 
Communications Commission, hotly 
and lengthily accuses Columbia of 





gagging him, and of dictating the 
number of ‘bells’ to be given to all 


‘so-called big pictures reviewed by 
me,’ the blow-up actually came when 
CBS officials turned an absolute 
‘thumbs down’ on his reading some 
editorial advice to Laraine Day, fea- 
tured femme player at Metro, and an 
open letter to George Brent. 

Both were scheduled for Fidler’s 
Aug. 8 broadcast. The Laraine Day 
screed posed the question whether 
or not she had made a mistake in 
refusing a role in the Kildare pix 
series. CBS banned it on the ground 
that it was a matter which concerned | Ggoqman and a mixed chorus. 
only Miss Day and her studio, ac- | The time is Sunday 5 p.m., 
cording to Fidler. lthe agency Benton & Bowles. 

In his other charges that he was 
constantly gagged by CBS censors in 
airing his new film criticisms, Fid- 
ler asserts that he was at no time | 
allowed to tag a film as ‘downright 
bad” if he found it so. ‘The only 
pictures the Columbia network 
would permit me to review hostilely 
(panning if they deserved a pan) 
were movies produced by independ- 
ent or small companies, or foreign 
product,’ he stated. 

CBS’ Reply 

CBS yesterday (Tuesday) made 
the following reply to Fidler’s blast: 

‘Columbia has often differed with 
Mr. Fidler as to what is legitimate | 
motion picture criticism. If he has | 
found a network which will wholly 
accept his views on this subject, we | 


Gladys Swarthout, Deems 
Taylor on 45-Min. CBS 
Show for Prudential Ins. 





Gladys Swarthout and Deems 
Taylor have been paired for a 45- 
minute series that Prudential In- 
surance will start on CBS Aug. 31. 
Cast will also consist of Ross Gra- 
ham, an orchestra batoned by Al 





and 


WLS ACTS INTO 170 
FAIRS THROUGHOUT USS. 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

WLS booking office hag set a rec- 
|ord number of fair dates for its acts 
and shows this season, having con- 
itracts to bookings at 170 fairs 
throughout the eountry 

WLS artists bureau has two shows 
for this season: the ‘WLS Quiz Show’ 
with $100 daily prize giveaways, and 
the ‘WLS Show with the Graham 
| Wes stern Riders.’ 

Among the regular acts 
on these shows interchangeably are 











Red Foley, Chuck Acree, Prairie | 
are pomaeee. | b aw . , 
| Sweethearts, Little Genevive, Rusty | 
Gill, George Goebel, Jimmy James, 
Tom Corwin, Prairie Ramblers, WLS 


THOMPSON -READYING 
THREE TOP SHOWS 


Rangers and Verne, Lee and Mary. 
WLS shows have been booked into 
such big time fair dates as the Illin- 


ois State Fair, the Wisconsin State 
cee air the Indiana State Fair. 
Holl lywood, Aug. 19 ‘ies oo ie eres nits : 
J. Walter Thompson agency is 
readying three top shows, one of NEW CBS SERIAL 


them new, 
month. 
They are the Edgar ‘Bergen pro- 
gram, resuming Sept. 7 for Chase & 
Sanborn; the ‘Lux Radio Theatre,’ 
returning to the air Sept. 8, and the 
Charles Laughton-Milton Berle-Shir- 
ley Ross-Bob Crosby stanza, debuting |am. spot Saturday mornings, re- 
Sept. 12 for Ballantine ale. | placing ‘Gold If You Find It,’ which 
folds. Scott Farnsworth is scripting 
and will play the lead. 


to go on the air next 





‘Jones and I,’ 30-Minute Comedy— 
Drama, Preems Sept. 6 





a new 30-minute 
show, will be 


‘Jones and I,’ 
comedy-dramatic 








Woodman vice McClancy 
As NBC Traffic Manager | 


Harry A. Woodman has been made rs 
traffic manager of NBC. He comes Weed Repping WDSU 
from the station relations depart- 
ment. ~~ 

B. F. McClancy recently quit the WDSU, New Orleans, has named 
traffic job to go with a Cleveland | Weed & Co. as national sales rep. 
manufacturing firm. | Station is on the NBC-Blue. 


for the cast. 
Stuart Buchanan will direct. 











— 


being used | 


| preemed Sept. 6 by CBS in the 10:30 | 


Betty Phil- ; 
son is the only other performer set | 


HOPE SPOTS WILL 
BUY PROGRAMS 


Class A and B Stations Will 
See New Low in Spot Ac- 
counts’ Production and 


Transcription Shows This 
Fall and Winter 





HITCHHIKERS 


Class A and Class B stations are 
in hopes that national spot accounts 
will start calling for quarter-hour 
periods now that these outlets have 
sold out their chainbreak and min- 
ute announcement availabilities. 
With but rare exceptions, national 


advertisers have so far confined their 
fall requirements and buys to these 
two types of radio participation. 
The indications are that the spot end 
of the business will this fall and 
winter show a new low for the num- 
ber of transcribed and live shows of 
quarter and half-hour duration, as 
compared to the number of national 
spot accounts on the air. 

National spot accounts have got 
away more than ever before from 
assuming any programming obliga- 








KING GOES TO CHI 





Edward S. King, who recently 
joined the NBC production staff in 


ducer, has been transferred to the 
Chicago office as a full-fledged pro- 
ducer. 

He came to NBC from the Yale 
Drama Workshop. 





GETTING HEP 
TO TROUBLE 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 
Probably for the first time on rec- 
ord, broadcasters of this area con- 








tion. That’s something that they 
prefer to leave to network adver- 
tisers. The network programs pro- 
duce the audience and the chain- 
break and minute - announcement | 
element is satisfied to ride along as 
hitchhikers and at a minimum cost. 
The stations themselves admit that 
this makes for an unhealthy situa- 
tion as far as the development of 
spot values is concerned, but the dis- 
position is as strong as ever to take 
all hitchhiker business as offered and 
hope that these same advertisers will 
some day get the inspiration to buy 
programs for their blurbs. 

Classic example of what has hap- 
pened to the spot end of radio may 
be found in the experience of the 
radio director for an agency with 
| quite a number of major accounts. 
|He had been prompted several 
months ago to take the post because 
| of what he thought were the radio 
possibilities of these accounts. After 
failing to get them interested in net- 
work participation, he diverted his 
sales talk to spot broadcasting. Out 
of six accounts that gave him the 
tentative nod on that line there 
wasn't one that didn’t say that, if 
anything, it would have to be chain- | 
breaks or one-minute announce- 
ments. 


WENR, CH WILL AIR 
11 BEARS’ GRID GAMES 











Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Effective Sept. 28, and for the en- 
suing 11 weeks, through Dec. 7, | 
| WENR, Chi NBC outlet, will broad- | 
Bears National League | 
football games. Deal, set by Harry 
manager of NBC Cen- 
George Halas, 
Bears, 
of the games to | 
Wrigley Field in 





cast all Chi 
Kopf, general 
tral Division, 


owner and 


with 
coach of the 
will call for seven 


be broadcast from 


|Chi, and the four remaining from 
other cities on the circuit. | 
Ford Pearson, regular NBC sports | 


spieler, to handle 


dob. 


the announcing | 





Stevenson, Newscaster, 
Joins Army as Major 








Detroit, Aug. 19. 
| Jimmy Stevenson, WJR_ news- 
| caster, did his last broadcast today 


(19). He goes 
|morrow (Wednesday) as a major in 
| the reserve with assignment to the 
| Military Intelligence Department in 
‘the Judge Advocate General's office. 
| Stevenson has been with WJR for 


coe 
‘nine years, 


into the Army to- | 


| America, 


| Lawrence W. Lowman, 
| charge 


| gotiating 


lall talent, 


| Mindling, 


not the birthplace of Bergen 


|taining stint, 
| planned entertainment. 


fess themselves frankly confused 
over what goes on in their business 


and snatch at every possible scrap of 
|information to 


help guide their 
courses. Indicative of this was the 
100% representation at a specially 
called meeting of the Northern Cali- 
fornia Assn. of Broadcasters in Pal- 
ace hotel here Friday (15). 

Boys got together simply to hear 
Howard Lane, NAB head in this dis- 
trict, who has just returned from 
Washington, discourse on _ politics, 


the national emergency, ASCAP, etc. | 


Routine biz and resolutions went by 
the board, with the 
eager to know what Washington is 
doing to their business. 


LS. Becker Not Moving 
To MCA, Remaining With 


CBS as Lowman s Asst. 





I. S. Becker, por een has been a V.p. 
in Columbia Artists, Inc., won't go 
with the bureau to Music Corp. of 


but instead will stay with 


ithe network as general assistant to 


CBS v.p. in 
of operations. 
Becker’s duties will 
and making 


include ne- 
contracts for 
including scriptists, em- 
ployed by Columbia in New York. 

Another non-mover-over is Lou 


Bill 


- WM. ESTY ON HUNT 
FOR 1-MINUTE SPOTS 


j Guesson assistant to v.p. Lewis 


William Esty agency is distributing 
questionnaires for station reps 01 
stations to fill in showing what spots 
they have available for minute an- 
nouncements 

Products concerned are mostly 


Baum Bengue and Hinds 


Almond Crean 


LOCAL BOY MAKES GOOD 


Honey and 


Bergen’s Home Town Giving Him En | 


Masse Reception 
Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Decatur, Mich., will turn out en 
masse tomorrow (Wed.) to welcome 
ventriloquist Edgar Bergen at a 
| homecoming reception. Town, while 
, is the 
place where he spent his childhood, 
and is recognized as his home. 

Although Decatur has a popula- 


‘tion of only 1,200 people, many times 
ithis number will attend the cele- 


| bration from the surrounding vicin- 
ity. Bergen will do a short enter- 
in addition to other 


AS NBC PRODUCER 


New York as a junior director-pro- | 


BROADCASTERS 


broadcasters | 


ex-MCA, who is now pro-| 





NBC will most likely refrain from 
making any further moves on the 
issues created by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission’s rules for 
|chain broadcasting until after Niles 
|'Trammell returns from his vacation, 
The NBC prez left for Maine Mon- 
day (18) and is due back Sept. 2. 
|Meanwhile, it is expected that Co- 
|lumbia will decide whether to file 
a petition with the FCC recom- 
mending its (CBS’) own solution for 
|the controversy, or to throw the 
|matter into the courts. The FCC’s ex- 
tension of the deadline for enforce- 
ment of the rules expires Sept. 16. 

Mutual last week sought to expe- 
dite a solution of the question by 
| filing a petition urging that the com- 
|mission adopt a formula that MBS 
litself had worked out. This formula 
suggests that each network be per- 
mitted to option exclusively the 
same amount of time and periods 
that it had used during 26 weeks of 
the previous year on an affiliated 
station, while the remainder of the 
station’s time would be put on a 
non-exclusive basis and made avail- 
able to the network that got in first 
with a piece of business. The allo- 
|cations would be predicated on the 
‘division of a station’s schedule into 
three five-hour brackets. 

Under the formula proposed by 
|Mutual, if the NBC-Blue network 
|had during the previous year used 
/1% hours of an affiliate’s time for 
|}commercial programs in a particular 
| bracket, say between 6 and 11 p.m., 
the Blue would continue to have the 
exclusive right to 14% hours in that 
|bracket. The Blue would also be 
|permitted to option as much as 34% 
|or four hours in one of these five- 
hour segments, but,any period over 
ithe 1% hours of exclusivity could 
be furnished for another network’s 
| commercial if that other network 
got there first. 

In its petition Mutual points out 
|that in its opinion the 34-hour fig- 
|ure is ‘ample with respect to exist- 
ing NBC contracts, whereas the 
|four-hour figure is probably neces- 
sary if existing utilization of time 
under CBS contracts is to be pro- 
vided for.’ Mutual also would make 
this allocation uniform for all af- 
filiated stations and without taking 
into consideration the number of 
stations in a particular city. 

The Mutual petition further urges 
that the broadcast license for sta- 
tions be increased from one to two, 
and preferably, three, years, that the 
maximum contract period between 
network and affiliates be made two 
|years and that the networks be al- 
|lowed three months, if not six, to 
| negotiate the new contracts which 
the FCC’s new chain broadcasting 
rules would require with affiliates, 
The rules as enunciated by the com- 
mission last May allowed for 60 days 
of ne gotiation for contract renewals 
and a maximum of a year for 
acts binding a station 





con- 
to a network, 


‘TOM, DICK AND HARRY’ 
_ OPENER ON LUX SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 19 

Ether version of RKO’s recent pic- 
ture, ‘Tom, Dick and Harry,’ will be 
the first program of the ‘Lux Radio 
Theatre,’ which returns to the air 
| Sept. 8. 
Ginger Rogers, Burgess Meredith 
have been inked to play the roles 
they created on the screen, with oth- 
'ers of the original cast also being 
sought. 


~ 


McBride Program Set 
For New York Theatre 


Mary Margaret McBride's teeoff 
(Sept. 2) 45-minute participation 
_program over WEAF, N. Y., will be 
i specially spotted in the Vanderbilt 
| theatre, N. Y. 
| She'll have ‘her gang’ as guests, 
|including Mrs. Hattie Silverman, 
' VaARIETY’s redhead. 





| 
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Peace, It's 


Wonderful 





Cocktail party in New York last week had a complete cycle of radio 


employee classifications. Among tt 


10se present were actors trying to 


buttonhole directors, directors brushing off actors and trying to but- 
tonhole agency men, agency men brushing off directors and trying to 


buttonhole sponsor representatives, 


and sponsor representatives brush- 


ing off agency men and talking and drinking with each other. 
Affair ended in a brawl, with four separate fistfights. 








AFRA Convention Leaves Problems 


To Nat'l Bd.; Reelect Tibbett Prexy 





Detroit, Aug. 19. 
Lawrence Tibbett was re-elected 
president of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists at the annual 
convention concluded Sunday (17) in 
Detroit. Other officers returned to 


their posts included Alek McKee, | 
recording secretary; George Heller, | 
treasurer, and Mrs. Emily Holt, na- | 


tional executive secretary. 

New faces on the executive board 
of the union will include Virginia 
Payne, first v.p.; William Adams, | 
second v.p.; Jean Hersholt, third v.p.; | 
Ken Carpenter, fourth v.p.; and Ben 
Grauer, fifth v.p. 

Much of the business of the con- 
vention, attended by 55 delegates, 
was finally pushed over to the na- 
tional board for eventual solution. 
Among these was the Chicago Work 
Shop plan for keeping unemployed 
radio actors from becoming rusty. 
The Chicago local was instructed to 
polish up its present project before 
submitting it to the board for ap- 
proval on a national basis. 

According to the delegates, who 
were said to represent 12,000 mem- 
bers, 40 locals in the small centers 


+, 
v 


 tenane’ Symph Back 


In Sept.; Over 50 Outlets 


resume its series of transcribed sym- 
|phony programs in late September. 
|They will run for 13 weeks on the 


| basis of a Sunday matinee half-hour, 


The schedule this time will provide 
for over 50 stations. 
Arthur Rosenberg is the agency. 


DEFENSE HOLDS 
UP TELEVISION 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 


Any widespread advance of tele- 
vision is stymied by the defense 
program, according to Dr. Lee De 
Forest, radio pioneer who still is 











are awaiting charters, and it was de- 


cided to retain the field men to com- | 
Official set- | 


plete the organization. 
up of AFRA was changed also to 


provide for the election of additional | 


smaller local representation on the 
national body. 

Also dumped into the lap of the 
national officers was AFRA’s posi- 
tion on television. Most of the reso- 
lutions drafted pertained to the 
problems of locals. 

Hollywood was chosen for the next 
convention city. 


Possible Male Shortage 
Has One Outlet Turning 


To Femme Announcers 


Memphis, Aug. 19. 





surveying the radio-electric horizon. 
‘The defense program has television 
stopped,” he said here. ‘Stations can- 
|not get equipment because of the 
defense priorities and those that do 
| get it cannot find technicians to 
operate it.’ 

He also indicated that plants over- 
whelmed by war orders would pay 
little attention to technological ad- 
vances in such fields until after peace 
had come and there was again need 
for finding new outlets for industry. 





Frank Newton, continuity writer 
| for KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, has re- 
|}signed to accept a similar position 


| with Lord & Thomas in Chicago. 


Longines-Wittnauer Watch Co. will | 





Payroll Traffic 


New York City.—Robert Sosman, 
former NBC pageboy, has been upped 
to the network’s night program staff. 
Daniel T. O’Brien and John Doherty 
have been added to the writing staff 
of the publicity department. 

Paul Keough, of the NBC news and 
special events staff, has left to join 
Associated Press. 








San Francisco. —- Douglas Gourley, 
of KDYL, Salt Lake, replaces Larry 
Keating on the KGO-KPO staff with 
Keating’s transfer to Hollywood. 





Jacksonville, Fla. — Bob Caffey, 
formerly with WLOF, Orlando, has 
joined the program department of 
WJHP, Jacksonville. 





Lewis off 
and Dick 


New Haven. — Jerry 
spieling staff at WELI, 
Carlson takes over. 





Bridgeport.—Bob Drier will be an- 
nouncing for WNAB when station 
gets going within a few weeks, 

Regina, Sask.—Trevor Beggs, an- 
nouncer at CJRM, Regina, into the 
Royal Canadian Air Force as an in- 
structor. 





Burridge D. Butler, president and 
Glenn Snyder, WLS manager, on 
annual camping trip in Arizona. 





Paterson, N. J—Newcomers to the 
staff of. WPAT, Paterson, N. J., in- 
clude W. Wallace Wilmott and Har- 
old Kosut, announcers; Richard 
Granville, salesman; Alys Kramer, 
secretary to Edward Codel, station 
manager. All came from other sta- 
tions. 





Boston.—_WCOP has added Terry 
Cowling to its announcing staff and 
Ralph Warren in control room. Cow- 
ling was formerly with WOV, New 
York, and WICC, Bridgeport, Conn., 
while Warren was with WDEV, 
Waterbury, Vt.; WLNH, Laconia, N. 
H., and WORL, Boston. 





Tuscola, I1l.—William Shaw Knapp 
has replaced Robert Harrington on 
WD2Z’s sales staff. Harrington moved 
to WSVA, Harrisonburg, Va. Ruth 
Baxter, staff hillbilly vocalist, has 
switched from WDZ to WMBD, Pe- 
oria. 

Spekane.—Dick Green, of KFPY, 
will take over special features de- 
partment in place of Seth Richards, 
Jr.. who has been called to Navy 
with rank of Ensign. 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 





Jim Hanrahan of WMPS is takimg | 


no chances on being caught with all 
his announcers in the Army. He’s 
falling back on the fair sex already. 

Hanrahan has hired Mary Jo Tate, 
long-time film chatterer for the 
Malco Circuit, on full-time status as 
a staff announcer. Miss Tate was 
used by the Lightman Theatres for a 
daily 15-minute stint over WMC 
about current films and screen gossip 
in general. 

She is already doing a regular 
turn at the mike in anticipation of a 
male shortage. 


New Sen Diego Station 





Starts Regular Schedule | 


San Diego, Aug. 19. 


KFMB, which finally made this a | 


| Expected attendance of 1,800 soldiers from Ft. Belvoir, Va., at Thursday 
| night's (21) Glenn Miller broadcast from Riverside stadium, Washington, 
|is creating virtually another unlimited emergency. It involves matters of 
transportation, convoy, on-the-minute scheduling and a severe headache 
to John Meiney, sales promotion manager of WJSV, local CBS outlet, who 
invited the soldiers to the show. 

Men will be brought to the broadcast in 200 light trucks, which will 
stretch in a line six miles long. Officers planning the schedule figure the 
first soldiers will be arriving at the stadium about the same time the last 
|ones are leaving the camp. Motorcycle escorts will be provided for the 
| lengthy procession to the District of Columbia line by Virginia state police 
and through this city by Washington police. 





| 
| Ballantine beer will probably get an unlooked-for break for the second 


| broadcast of its new Mutual series, preeming Sept. 5, with Charles Laugh- | 
Fact that the Joe Louis- | 
12, aj 


| ton, Milton Berle, Shirley Ross and Bob Crosby. 
|'Lou Nova heavyweight championship fight is scheduled for Sept. 
Friday night, means that the Ballantine show for that date will immedi- 
ately precede the bout. thus presumably drawing numerous 
dialers. Ballantine show is at 9:30 and the fight broadcast starts at 10. 

Beer stanza will also get three subsequent similar breaks, as two cham- 


three-station town, kicks off today ' . ; ; : 

(Tuesday) with a regular sked of | Pionship fights to be carried by Mutual are also scheduled for Friday 
AGA! :—* . ba : i al 

proscrams following several days | mights during October and another in November Unusual angle on the 

testine. Warren B. Worcester is scle | Situation is that outdoor bouts are normally not scheduled on Fridays, as 

owner and manager. with Fred Hett- | 2!" and a consequent postponement would have to be to the following 

ne : dav 

feld, sales manager, Les Hewitt; | Monday. 

chief engineer, and Joe Walters, a ee : 

program director. Announcer staff National Conference of Christians and Jews, which presided over the 


chosen 
includes Stan Marston, 
Frank and Lowell Whiteman. 


Billboards, car cards and street 


from CBS juniors at KNX, | 
Beeciter 


religious panel discussion through its radio director, James Scull, at the 


| at Williams College Aug. 24-29 as part of the annual Williamstown Institute 


'of Human Relations. Radio's religious broadcaster, Walter Van Kirk 


car dashboards being used to advise | (BC), will be a speaker and the Nelson Rockefeller committee will pro- 


citizenry of preem. Worcester, for- 
mer aircraft designer, spent around 
five years in quest of his juicer. 





Marcellino Soloing 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

Muzzy Marcellino, ex-band leader, 
had been added to the KGO-KPO 
staff here as a balladist. 

First assignment is on the ‘Reeds 
and Rhythm’ show (25), which is 
piped as far east as Chicago on the 
Blue at 1:15 p.m., PST. 





Haroid Burden, engineer at 
WCAD), St. Lawrence University sta- 
tion in Canton, O., has joined the 
engineering staff of WGY, Schenec- 
tady. 


vide speakers from five countries of Latin America. This Williamstown 
gathering is to consider the world, it is hoped, will follow the vanquishing 
of Hitlerism. 





Government priorities and other restrictive national defense measures 
will not hit radio advertisers as hard as was first believed. Only air client 
to withdraw from the kilocycles to date is American Can. Agency execs 
believe that most of the big advertisers will remain on the air despite 
curtailed production and sales for the institutional value of keeping popular 
brands before the public. 

Auto and oil accounts have renewed their fall time on the networks, 
dissipating the long line of clients with calls on their time. 





Instead of the customary time signal, WIP, Philly, began yesterday 
(Tuesday) sending out a ‘V’ signal, three dots and a dash, every hour on 
the hour. The ‘V’ note will continue for the duration, 








_ NBC has given a negative answer to an inquiry about its disposition to 
sell the Pacific Blue Network separately from the rest of the web. Ap- 
proach came from broadcaster interests on the west coast. 





pre-fight | 


Luxury Foods Ripe for Boom 





headquarters. 


go in for home canning. 


Cincinnati, Aug. 19. 


Diverting a portion of the defense worker's increased earnings to 
luxury foods and accessories is the basis of the WLW plus food 
plan which Will H. Oldham, director of the station's grocer relations 
unfolded for secretaries of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and West Virginia 
state food association secretaries at a huddle recently in the Crosley 


' 
4i@9 


Visiting secretaries were Homer McConkey of Ohio; Larry Barm- 
bach, Kentucky; B. L. Tharp, Indiana, and George Ring, West Virginia. 
Initial promotion of the plan was conducted in July via daily pro- 
grams which suggested numerous dainties and delicacies to round out 
picnic lunches. On the economy side, housewives also were urged to 








Local Station Building Up Local 
Scribe Via Coast-to-Coast Hookup 


ey 
~~ 





Modern Food Renews 
~ NBC-Blue Sun. Period 


NBC-Blue last week got renewals 
from Modern Food Process Co, for 
the Sunday 5-5.30 period, which is 
split between the Moylan Sisters and 
Olivio Santoro, yodeler. 

Renewal becomes effective Sept. 
14. 


NOW THEY ALL 
SOUND ALIKE 


—_-—__—— 








Abundance of recorded music pro- 
grams on New York independent 
stations apparently has _ trained 
listeners to the point where it’s 
taken for granted that any music 
played by them is recorded. WMCA 
got a letter last week from a set- 
owner expressing her appreciation 
for Monti’s ‘Czardas’ as played by 
Joe Rines orchestra. She wanted to 
know for what company Rines re- 
corded and where she could buy the 
platter. 


Rines is leader and musical direc- 
tor at WMCA. Show was, of course, 
a live one. 


PHILLY LOCAL NIXES AM 
TOOTERS ON COMRC’LS 





Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 





| Musicians, in the midst of a fight 
against amateur competition, last 
week turned thumbs down on a 
sponsored radio show which would 
engage student-musicians. The re- 
quest for permission for this pro- 


|} gram came from KYW in behalf of | 


a musical instrument house and 
music school, which wished to ad- 
vertise its products and lessons with 
a concert by its pupils. The adver- 
tiser agreed to hire union musicians 
to make up half of the orchestra, 


The executive board of Local 77 
; turned down the request flatly on 
the grounds that an okay would set 
a precedent of allowing non-union 
musicians on the air. 

The local 
| broadcast of music by the Police and 
| Firemen’s .band, schools and other 


institutions, An attempt to get an act | 


passed to outlaw the playing by 
bands from a tax-supported institu- 
tion in competition to professional 
musicians died when the State Legis- 
lature adjourned suddenly early last 
month. The union will seek to have 
the law approved at the coming spe- 
Cial session. 


Ohio State Institute for Education by Radio last May, is holding a session | 


Time for Lipton Tea 


Helen Hayes will resume her old 
Sunday evening spot (8 to 8:30) 
when she returns to CBS this fall. 
Account is Liptons Tea (Lever Bros.) 

There will be a rebroadcast for the 
midwest and west at 10:30 p.m., N.Y. 
time. 








Sutton Switches Jobs 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 
Bob Sutton leaves WCCO Sept. 2 
to become production manager at 
another local station, WLOL. 
His wife (Ramona Gerhard) 
mains at WCCO as staff pianist. 


re- 





— > 


Local 77, American Federation of | 


has also forbidden the | 





Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

For what is believed to be the first 
time in radio history, a local station, 
WCCO is arranging an advance 
coast-to-coast build-up for a local 
newscaster, Elmer W. Peterson, who 
| is coming here as the station's news 
analyst. Peterson, one-time Minne- 
apolis newspaperman, has returned 
from Europe after 10 years with the 
Associated Press. 


During the four-week period 
Peterson will be heard over the net- 
work, WCCO will exploit him ex- 
tensively. Transcriptions will be 
made in New York, introducing him 
and calling attention to his temporary 
network connection. These will be 
aired over WCCO to build him up to 
Northwest listeners. 


With an eye to future prospects, 
the station plans to invite Twin City 
agency and advertising men to din- 
ner, in the middle of which a CBS 
program featuring Peterson, will be 
turned on and aired to the group, 
following a talk on Peterson's back- 
ground. 

Learning the routine from Elmer 
Davis, Paul White and the CBS top- 
| notchers, Peterson will be heard for 
}a month on the ‘World Today’ and 
lother network news programs from 
CBS in New York. WCCO will carry 
|him on a two-week sustaining basis 
j ental time change and will put the 
'news show up for sale. 
| Peterson’s AP assignments in 
| Europe since 1931 have carried him 
|from the Scandinavian countries to 
| the Baltic, to the Civil War in Spain 
‘and to the Far East. He was chief of 
| the AP bureau during the invasion 
|of Poland and in southeast Europe 
and the Scandinavian countries. He 
j;covered the invasion of Denmark 
land Norway and the Finnish- 
| Russian war. 











SPORTS, NEWS IN R.&M. 
TOBACCO SPOT SPLURGE 


Rum & Maple Tobacco Co. has 
stepped into spot radio with a two- 
|pronged campaign. Through Ray- 
|mond Spector, it is buying sports re- 
| view and news program, while Al- 
| bert A. Funt, merchandising coun- 
lsel, is directing a mail-pulling idea. 
|The initial booking by Spector is 
|Stan Lomax’s Friday evening pe- 
|riod on WOR, New York, with other 
| Placements in Chicago, Philadelphia 
| and Los Angeles to follow shortly. 
| The mail-pulling offer is a pipe 
and two packages of the R. & M. 
| brand for $1. The time buys will be 
on a six times a week basis. 


| HECKER BUYS ‘JUDY’ 


Spotting Serial Via Wax in Seven 
Markets—WOR Set 

| Hecker Products Corp. has bought 
| the rights to the serial, ‘Judy and 
| Jane,’ for spotting via transcriptions 
| in seven markets to plug Force and 
| H-O. Only station set is WOR, New 
York, which-started the series Mon- 
day (18). Campaigns in the other 
markets will begin Sept. 29. Folger 
Coffee has for years used the serial 
in the midwest. 

Maxon is the agency on the Hecker 
spread. 





Chapel Lectures 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

John K. Chapel, KROW news- 
caster, forsakes the mike this week 
to hit lecture platforms as far South 
as Yucatan and Mexico City. 

Will gab on the crisis, stopping en 
route to fill dates in Salt Lake, Cedar 
City, Phoenix, El Paso and Browns- 
ville. 
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Protect Your Profit Margin by 
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Lo, pity the poor manufacturer of today. He is 
eaught in the middle of a squeeze that pinches him 
where it hurts—in the wallet. 

On the one hand, increased taxes, rising labor 
eosts and higher prices of raw materials eombine 
to increase his cost of production enormously. 

On the other hand, price ceilings and increased 
eonsumer taxation shout an emphatic ‘““NO”’ to 
the idea of passing much of this extra cost on to 
the consumer in the form of higher prices. 

Thus it is of extreme importance today to see 
what can be done to reduce the cost of distribution 
by studying its most eontrollable factor, advertising 
—to see that you are reaching the greatest possible 
number of eonsumers for every advertising dollar 
you spend. 

If you’re not using radio you really ought to 
look into it—espeeially into the Blue Network of 
NBC—because it s the most economical way to 





increase the flow of goods from your factory to 
your customers. If you’re already on the air, we 
suggest you compare your current radio picture with 
these well-known advantages of the Blue Network: 


ECONOMICAL COVERAGE—The Blue concen- 
trates its coverage in the Money Markets, where the 
nation’s buying power is Heaviest and where you 
do your most profitable selling. 


ECONOMICAL POWER— Power is always expen- 
sive, but not always effective. The Blue concen- 
trates its high power stations in areas where power 
is needed, conserves it elsewhere. You pay where 
you need it—and save where you don’t. 


ECONOMICAL COSTS— Concentrated coverage 
plus the famous ““Blue Plate Discounts”’ give Blue 
advertisers national coverage at the lowest cost 
of any medium entering the home. By “‘going 





Lowering Your Cost of DISTRIBUTION! 


Cay Clue —Enjoy 
, Sales Thru the Air 
at the Lowest Cost 

of Any Medium 
Entering the Home! 


national’ on a modest budget, you have more to 
spend on your program. 

ECONOMICAL PROGRAMS — Blue advertisers 
not only get more listeners for every ‘‘time dollar’? 
they spend; they also get the most out of every 
“talent dollar.’’ A recent study shows that Blue 
programs cost 22% less for every ‘“point’’ of rating 
than shows on the other major networks. Bolstered 
by the finest schedule of news, sports and public 
service programs onthe air, they’ve built audiences 
as loyal as they are large—their average evening 
CAB rating of 10 proves that! 

Why not call in your Blue Network salesman to 
see how you can lower your cost of distribution by 
reaching more ears per dollar—a vita: advantage in 
today’s selling picture. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A Radio Corporation of America Service 

















THE SHOW ‘BUY’ OF THE MONTH —‘* THE CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 
OF LOWER BASIN STREET’*— The show that made the ‘Three B’s’”’ 


(Barrelhouse, Boogie -Woogie, Blues) famous! This clever combination of jazz 
’ Ie, J 










and humor has built an enthusiastic (almost fanatical) audience Monday nights 


at 9:00 P. M. (ET) via the BLUE. 


NETWORK Of W/L 


Biase with the greatest of ease ~ 


} \ Seles thru the —* Pe’ Poe 
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John Royal, in B. A., Says Axis Is 
Jamming US. Short-waving to S.A. 


IN JIVE AND ENGLISH 


WMCA, N. Y., | 
swing show tonight (Wed.) during 
'.vhich all announcements will be 











Buenos Aires, Aug. 19. 
Uv. &. South | 
America is being more and more 
jammed by the Axis powers, John 
Royal, NBC's 
charge of international relations, re- 


vealed here. Royal is currently at 
the half-way point of a 20,000-mile, 
round S. A. air jaunt. So far he’s 
covered Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Co- 
-lumbia, Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay 
and Argentina. 

Royal said he’s gotten plenty of 
evidence of totalitarian interference 
with Spanish and Portugese beam- 
ing from the States. So far Berlin 
and Rome, the former operating a 
powerful new station in Spain, have 
left English language programs be- 
ing aired here alone, apparently 
not figuring it’s worth the trouble 
to cut in. Added that despite the 
interference of European  propa- 
gandists, Uncle Sam’s short waving 
was still more listened to in S. A. 
than Germany or Italy. 


U. S. could easily jam Axis broad- 
casting, even though European sta- 
tions are in a better geographical 
position to reach Latin America, 
Royal explained, but so far it hasn't. 
Wouldn’t say whether or not he'd 
recommend such a course. but the 
inference was that if other means 
—including possible frequency 
changes—fail, somebody should do 
it, regardless of whether or not it’s 
not in keeping with FCC books. 


Checking Progress 


Royal declared the primary pur- 
pose of his look-see was to talk to 
stations affiliated with NBC’s ‘Pan 
American Network’ founded 10 
years ago. Idea is to check up on 
progress during the past year, find 
out what’s received the best recep- 
tion and what should be done in the 
future. He’s also talking about tak- 
ing more programs originating here 
for the Red and Blue. Nothing too 

_ elaborate is being planned, he in- 
sisted, just a gradual increase. 


NBC exec said it was silly to get} 
too worked up about the possibility | 
of any mass interchange, pointing 
out that stations in S. A., can only 
take a limited amount of program- 
ming from the States and it was even 
more true the other way. Feels the 
amount is getting bigger all the 
time, but that it’s something which 
can’t be rushed. 

Radio Splendid, NBC’s contact out- 
let here, for example, will probably 
soon take a 15-minute a day news 
broadcast, via telephone from the 
States. Splendid is currently build- 
ing a chain, but has for some time 
been taking a three-mjnute news- 
cast from the U. S. in its interna- 
tional roundup. Radio Mitre cur- 
rently carries a 15-minute news 
broadcast, prepared by CBS. Local 
U. S. Chamber of Commerce is 
listed as sponsor, but Rockefeller 
group is interested. 

In addition, Royal is offering 
Splendid and all other outlets (1) 


short-waving to 


vice-president in| 


| made in jive talk by one announcer 
| Privilege of taking all NBC sus- | and translated into English imme- 
| taining off the air without cost. (2)/ diately after by a second spieler. 
| All official talks (some of them sent! Titled ‘United We Swing,’ show will 
| point-to-point). (3) A limited num-j yse John Ryan’s (Joe Rines, sta- 
ber of commercials with NBC get-|tjon’s musical director) orchestra. 
ting only 15% and the agency 15%. It’s to ride in the 10-10:30 p.m. slot 
| CBS expects to split 50-50 on com-|weekly. John Ryan was the name 
mercials. Rines used when he recorded for 

‘Same Radio Tastes’ .Varsity records. 


Stations in S. A., Royal declared, 





NEW WMCA PROGRAM | 


starts a new live | 


| Chicago last year... 








+ 
e + 
From the Production Centres 
tHe eee : 

IN NEW YORK CITY 
Anne Seymour written out of ‘Against the Storm’ until Sept. 1. She has 


a contract in the works for an exclusive on another daytimer, but it m; iy 
depend on whether Benton & Bowles brings ‘The Story of Mary Marlin’ 
to New York. Actress was starred on the serial until she came east from 
.Lewis Titterton, NBC script head, vacationing at his 
Brewster (N. Y.) farm....Sam Hayes’ recorded “Touchdown Tips’ series 
starts Sept. 12 on WEAF under Crawford clothes sponsorship. 

Robert St. John, former AP foreign correspondent, started a six- weekly 
comment series Monday (18) on WEAF....Don Goddard starts a new 
series Sept. 1 on the same outlet... .‘Joe and Mabel’ moves Oct. 19 from 
5 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sundays on NBC-Red to make way for ‘Met Auditions’ 





have substantially the same tastes as 
those in the States. News comes MEX STATIONS 
first, followed by music. 
While on tour Royal has been 
BALK AT CBS’ 




















Jack Buchanan’s new musical 
series for BBC will air as ‘Going 
Places.’ Script is by Val Guest and 
Paddy Carstairs. Elsie Randolph will 
partner the comedian. 

















...NBC String Symph, with Frank Black, returns Aug. 31 to the same 
network Sunday afternoons....‘Second Guessers’ football show, with Bill 
Stern, Lou Little and Henry McLemore, returns Sept. 14 to NBC-Red in 
a Sunday spot. 

Fulton Oursler, editor-in-chief of Liberty mag, started commentary 
series Monday night (18) on WHN....WOR-Mutual started a new series 
last night (Tuesday) to plug its Gillette razor fight broadcasts from Madi- 
son Square Garden. Program of ring news, interviews and chatter, tabbed 
‘Around the Ring with Tom Slater,’ airs Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day nights....WOR reshuffles its Sunday morning schedule next week.... 
Bill Johnstone and Marjorie Anderson will play the leads on “The Shadow,’ 
returning Sept. 28 to WOR-Mutual, with Bill Tuttle directing. 

Jimmy Lytell moves to a new time and expands his show to a half-hour 
Wednesdays on NBC-Red, starting Sept. 3....Series will be heard on the 
network during Mary Margaret McBride’s local stanza on WEAF.... 
‘Bright Idea Club’ folds off NBC-Red after the Sept. 20 edition... .‘Grand 
Central Station,’ which moved from its former Tuesday night spot on NBC- 
Blue to replace ‘Big Town’ on CBS Wednesday. nights for the summer, 
moves Oct. 10 to 7:30-8 Friday night (repeat at 10:30-11) on NBC-Red.... 
Show has been shuttled around various networks and on different nights 
for the last several years. 

‘Knickerbocker Playhouse,’ Procter & Gamble’s 30-minute dramatic 
series out of Chicago, returns to its NBC-Red spot 8-8:30 Saturday nights, 
effective Sept. 6....Fate of ‘Latitude Zero,’ now scheduled there, is un- 
certain....Wilfred Pelletier and Jack Warwick will visit St. Paul, Kansas 
City, St. Louis and Cincinnati to hear candidates for the ‘Met Auditions’ 
series, Which returns Oct. 19 to NBC-Red....Stella Karn, Mary Margaret 
McBride’s manager, seriously ill. 

Frances Buss, legit-radio actress, mistress of ceremonies, emoter and 
assistant-of-all-jobs for CBS television....Doris Bienz, receptionist at 
WWRL, maternitying....Lindsay MacHarrie and Ray Buffum, director 
and writer, respectively on ‘City Desk,’ are off the show....Chick Vincent 
directing, temporarily at least, with a writer to be selected this week.... 
‘Judy and Jane,’ serial on the Don Lee network, expanded to WOR and the 
Mutual network in the east....Hecker Products bankrolls it....Tre Paul 
Hollisters (Carol Irwin) living at Greenwich, Conn. 

Joseph Julian, now playing Michael West in the ‘Big Sister’ serial, con- 
tinues in the part when it is written out of ‘Sister’ and becomes lead in 
the new Lever Bros. serial, ‘Bright Horizon, the Story of Michael West,’ 
debuting Monday (25)..Other parts in the new show, all currently in ‘Big 
Sister,’ will be played by the same actors as at present....Henry Hull will 
direct ‘Horizon’ for Young & Rubicam....Jean Bradley, of NBC personnel 
department, left Friday (15) for vacation....She’ll take two weeks to play 
various golf courses in and around New York....Arthur Weill, WHN 
assistant controller, will marry Ruth Gail Philip, of Brooklyn. 





IN HOLLYWOOD 


Lawton Campbell getting Ruthrauff & Ryan Coast shows in order for 
the fall take off. Thomas Freebairn-Smith, production aide to Crane Wil- 
bur on ‘Big Town,’ will be at the controls of the Bob Burns comedy turn 
(‘The Arkansaw Traveller’) for Campbell soup....A. A. Schechter passed 
a few days here installing NBC's listening post for the Far East and talk- 
ing picture deals for his book, ‘I Live on Air’....Howard Barlow, Colum- 
bia’s musical director, conducted the symphony in Hollywood Bowl yes- 
terday (19)....Kay Kyser pitched this week’s Luckies broadcast in the 
Lockheed airplane plant in nearby Burbank....KFWB helping the Gov- 
ernment sell bonds by rebroadcasting via transcription the ‘Millions for 
Defense’ programs, past and future....Artie Phillips and Sam Perrin 




















with h.q. in Geneva, Switzerland, 
vador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mex- 
ing some difficulty in getting Latin- 
now raising their rates so they will 
London, Aug. 1. total of 30%, with this to be divided 
schedule is to carry a lineup of 
had tiffs with BBC over style of | escaped to this side. 
SAN TONIO NOW H BBC to air in the lead of ‘Lucy 
stations in operation. On Wednesday| John McCormack gueSting on Vic 
which has been sharing time on the} Doris Arnold, first of the BBC | 
| aired as a serial by BBC. 
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offer, we. shad to do a repeat show in the 
afternoon to handle the crowds, with a total | 


An imposing collection of aluminum for de- 
fense . . . a compelling example of WNOX 





| 





plugging the idea of a Pan-Amer- 
ican Broadcast Union, similar to the 
that’s been exchanging info and act- 
ing as a standard setter for Euro- ATE 
pean radio. Royal expects to visit 0 

Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Pan- 

ico, Cuba, Haiti, and the Dominican Mexico City, Aug. 19. 
Republic before getting back to Mi- 

ami about Sept. 5. 

American stations to accept its new 
network affiliation contract. One of 
the terms that the prospects for Co- 
lumbia’s Latin-American network 
don’t favor is the 50% of the card 
rate to be allocated to CBS after a 
15% commission for ad agencies has 
been deducted. Those stations that 
have a somewhat larger share after 
this 50% plus 15% apportionment 
has been made. 

In its contract with Latin-Ameri- 
Back of playwright J. B. Priest- | equally between the network and 
ley’s return to BBC propaganda is | the ad agency. 
decision of radio moguls this side to 
concentrate on gab as means to ar- : 
i London Calling t 
names, literary or political, who will 6444664 
try to put across Britain’s message. 
This is second peace-pact between Gerna Gilmour, Montreal pianist, 
| stuff he was airing. 
| Priestley has a play now making 
|the New York producer rounds. 
|Piece is tagged ‘Frontier Hotel,’ 

5 FULL-TIME STATIONS Arnold, play adapted by Compton 
Mackenzie from his novel, ‘Figure 
of Eight... James McKechnie will 

San Antonio, Aug. 19. voice a lead; Val Gielgud produces. 

(13) KMAC began operation on its| Oliver's half-hour and ribbing the 
new dial setting of 1240 kilocycles | comic. Tenor is now a veteran | 
| with a power of 250 watts unlimited | radio-ite. 
time. At the same time, KONO, | 

1400 ribbon with KMAC, went on|femme announcers, returns to the 
full time also. |mike in handling her own disc ses- 

This city has an outlet for each | S!0n. lc 

network and now two stations devot- | ie 
— 
| Leonard Urry’s ‘May We Intro-| 
XK "| DTBC.S£LK? duce’ session renewed till end of the 
| year. Mixture of pro and amateur 
talent also has a counterpart playing 


International Broadcasting Union, 
ama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Sal- 
CBS is reported to be encounter- 
have accepted the proposition are 
can affiliates, NBC is asking for a 
resting attention overseas. D-X 
|'BBC and Priestley. He previously | caught in Paris by the Nazi invasion, 
dealing with escapalogy. 
Phyllis Calvert has a deal with 
This city has now five full-time = 
oe 
| 
‘ing their time to local facilities. H. G. Well’s ‘Mr. Polly’ will be | 
> |r dates for its mentor, 
| 
| 





George Robey, guesting on ‘Mon- 
| day Night At Eight,’ told of having 
| collected around $4,000,000 for war | 
| weapons. 

a million. Wife, Blanche Littler, was 
at the mike with him. 


Tke nation's aluminum: 
minded . . . and so are 
WNOX fans! 


Aiding the national drive, Latin-America educational 
was closed by 


we recently offered ad- Historian did the first two airings, 

mission to our Midday but bowed out thereafter as not | 

Merry- Go- Round, daily wishing to hog the ether or point of 

paid-admission variety igen 

show, in return for any | 
| 
|§ 


aan 
series | 


Arch Oboler’s treatment of Somer- | 
set Maugham’s ‘Of Human Bondage’ | 
| will air here as ‘Mildred Rogers.’ 
| Val Gielgud, drama head of BBC, 
| produces the half-hour. 





aluminum donation. 
Result: on the day of the 





of 1,235 at both SRO per- | Jack Buchanan’s new 


| ‘Going Places,’ 


air-show, 
is cast entirely from 
players touring with him in a stage 
comedy. Piece is scripted around a 
mythical ocean cruise. 





‘Jill Darling,’ onetime musical hit 
of Vivian Ellis, given an hour of 
adaptation by BBC. Charles Heslop 
and Doris Hare voiced in the leads. 

Athene Seyler’s half-hour revue 
sessions, ‘Never Be Surprised,’ likely 


| Hellam, Pa., for one-day personal.. 
| Howdee Myers, 


Philip Guedalla. | # 


Saket ht} 


States Beek 


landed writing jobs on the new Burns and Allen series for Swan soap.... 
Jim and Marian Jordan (Fibber and Molly) cruising in Alaskan waters 

. Cliff Edwards will do his ‘Jimminy Cricket’ bit in the Orson’ Welles 
inaugural for Lady Esther....Lou Holtz may switch dialects to the more 
friendly Latins after his Mex bit on Kraft last week. 





IN CHICAGO .. . 


Paul Dudley, writer ‘al producer of the ‘Treasure Chest’ and ‘Pot o’ 
Gold’ shows, leaving the Stack-Goble organization for an eastern connec- 
tion shortly....Joe Bradley, of NBC, journeying to Valley View Park, 
.-Charles Logan, of CBS press, and 
of WGN press, on vacations....Dale Evans, Columbia 
warbler, back from the Coast and a Paramount test....Henry Barbour and 
Ruth McKay, radio scripters, have collabed on new play tagged ‘These 
Are My Jewels’ and straw-hatted at the Lake Zurich Playrouse....Dan 


‘ee omms in from New York for some radio calls locally. 














In War 1 his total was half | ame 


Added night-time power, plus new 
directional antenna for greater. ef- 
ficiency day and night, brings new 
thousands of intermountain listeners 
within your reach over KDYL. 


KDYL 
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KNOXVILLE TENNESSEE : mac 
wie Reps: THE BRANHAM COMPANY Wy to take a layoff when present serie 


SS | folds next month, 





gy News Sentinel 
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BRITAIN WILL USE US. RADIO 


—_——— + - 
FREEMAN CN WAY. |WLW HALE-HOUR SHOW |x. toward Doing Hour 'CBS-XEQ's Mexico City Convention 
. = 

FOR STATE FAIR TEEOFF, Stow Six Pays Weekly — 
> -a-day, si avs reek! ; ° © ® 
itl ARRANGE TIME Cincinnati, Aug. 19. Pine age i waa Gea Points Up Radio S Goodwill Potency 
WLW will make a pitch for the ter of comedian Tom Howard, will 
opening of the 91st annual Ohio ee poecagag saa Riper Mc 
State Fair at Columbus with a half-| Jt will consist of a 15-minute shop- Mexico City, Aug. 19. 
Erwin-Wasey’s London Man-|hour’s program Aug. 23. It will be | ping program, followed later by a| Potency of radio for education and 


: : : part of the ‘Everybody's Farm’ | half-hour Radio Digest. Final quar- | jn advancing Pan-Americanism was 
aging Director Flying series. Special broadcast will include | ter-hour will be along the lines of a 























concluded Saturday (16). 
This convention was the continue 


| ance in Latin America of the radio 
institute that CBS recently inaugu- 





“ . ; demonstrated with the stagi 
, Over in Two Weeks to! Win Kinnan, fair manager; John T. | feature Miss Howard presented for unique ponent lg the “Radio | rated in New York. Delegates to the 
Pave Way for British Brown, Ohio director of agriculture; | 80 Albany store over WOKO. School of the Americas,’ by CBS/|Eighth Inter-American Educational 





his assistant, Mrs. Lottie Randolph 3 eer : Yonventi 
Ps ph, with the efficacious cooperation of |Convention attended the N. Y. ceree 
PPCPSERRSS —~ Several ant George Biggar, WLW program) waterbury, Conn.— Bob Gillespie| the Mexican government and local | mony. Mexico City was picked as 
Theories Advanced — |added to WBRY announcing staff.|station XEQ (50,000 watts), The | the best spot for the opening of the 
During the following week the/ Station has also augmented engin-| Palace of Fine Arts (National thea- | Radio School campaign in Spanish 
‘Everybody’s Farm’ series will be |eering department with Bart Healy|tre) here was the seat of the meet,|America. The key speech at the lo- 
N. Y. OFFICE IN DARK broadcast from the Fair grounds. — | and George Andrews. which opened Thursday (14) and (Continued on page 32) 


| “= 


eee ee ee “"MEET £. Le WARE AND FAMILY” 


rector of the Erwin-Wasey agency, 
will fly to the United States within 
the next two weeks to arrange time 
on American radio for English 




















































propaganda. Meet this progressive farm family, the E. L. Wares, who live on 
1 News to N. Y. Office R. F. D. No. 2, near Waverly, Ohio. Mr. Ware, who cultivates 
New York office of the agency 128 acres on a 3-year rotation plan, heartily endorses the 
declared that it had not been ap- 5 sae . , 
prised of Freeman's trip to this side. sound, agricultural policies of the Nation’s Station. He particu- 
Freeman might be coming over, it 
cis Gk ke, Gell ak “OE ak larly stresses the untold value of WLW’s reliable market sum- 
British Broadcasting Co.'s program} — maries and friendly, informal weather reports. 


would be eceptable to American net- 
works. The London office of Erwin- 





Wasey had been doing some work for Mr. Ware takes an active interest in the farm activities of 
the British Ministry of Information . . 
in connection with a booklet, ‘Amer- Pike County. Not only is he a member of the Farm Bureau, 
ica-Arsenal of Democracy,’ which is oldest member of the AAA (in point of service), but also is 
to be dropped by parachutes over 

Germany and its invaded countries. Treasurer of the Pike County Fair Board. 


It was also speculated by the 




















ge r th: : ight be coming over ° ° , - = 
agency Cnt BS MENS Be OneNlNg Ove There are four children in the Ware family, three daughters 
to place programs that will be paid 
for by British advertisers. He might and one son. All of them, the youngest to the oldest, find great 
also have been commissioned to look a . P : 4 
into a suggestion frequently ad- enjoyment in the varied, daily programs of WLW. Since 1925, 
vanced by American advertising men . ° 5 . —_ - 
that Britain import some radio per- radio programs eminating from the Nation’s Station have been 
y sect eaee . characters gong ite their chief source of entertainment. The entire family listens to 
merican isteners anc lave 1emMm 
‘oadcast from London in regule WLW from earl rning ‘til | ight. i 
Srvedeert from 1 aden in _pegulbe from early morning ‘til late at night. Satisfactory proof, se eccea Meliiicls (leads aliieitilaibies 
satwork spots  s¢ 1a Americans ° .) . * . ® 
could become more conversant and isn’t it, that WLW is covering the midwest in a BIG WAY! at WLW helps farmers of the Midwest 
sympathetic with the British scene grow corn like this. WLW's new Chau- 
and people. touqua series at Franklin, Ohio, is one 
One suggestion advanced w as that of the femily’s faveriie progreme. 
Procter & Gamble or General Foods 
move the characters of one of its GY) 
high rating daytime serials to Eng- (Below): Putting all eggs in three bas- M ICH 
¢ i > 1 se ont seri ‘ . 
land, and in the subs equent sci ipts kote. Mrs. Ware hes plenty of preice fer S Pie 
weave in material that would give he WLW ‘el D ht ' [ 
American listeners an insight to the the Series programs. waUugnier | INDIANA 
problems and ways of life of the prefers news and late evening features, 4 ; 0 H | 0 
people around them such as WLW's "Squeakin’ Decon." | 
‘ 
ipeiaiiedeasadslgie intemal : 
es | 
Powerful French a 
ersKesuming; | 
, 9 E ‘ 
| KENTUCKY % i 
Marseilles, Aug. 5. : 
France’s powerful shortwave sta- 7 
tions, which went out of existence 3 
in June, 1940, at the same time that 
all French broadcasting was muzzled, 
are to function again. The first teed 
off here Aug. 2. Station is called 
“Voix de France’ (Voice of France), 
and is giving 12 news and entertain- 
ment broadcasts daily over 19.68 and 40 acres of timber land keeps Ded and sen busy. 








25.33 meter bands between the hours 
of 7:30 a. m. and 10.30 p. m. Other 
Shortwave stations will be opened 
later. 

The name ‘Voix de France’ has 
been selected instead of the pre- 
Armistice names of Poste Colonial 
and Paris Mondial because it ‘is less 
pretentious,’ It is directed by Michel 
de Bry, Secretary General, and Al- 


bert Riera, arranging the programs. E * 
All stations in occupied and un- 
occupied France now broadcasting 


have their programs passed by the 


German censors, WA J l / ; fe 5 J 
Crider on Tour Again | WU tse | — 
Wickliffe Crider, J. Walter Thomp- 


son’s radio p.a. in New York, starts 
On his annual round of radio editors 


Mr. Ware says: “WLW market summaries and newse 

easis are the best. In fact, | know that the Nafion's 

Station reports control the egg prices throughout 
Pike County.” 


, 





today (Wednesday). 
_ His itinerary this time will take 
nim as far as Hollywood. 
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Follow-Up 


Comment 





‘Behind the Mike’ was presented 
Sunday afternoon (17) on NBC-Blue 


(WJZ) in the form of an audition | 
for a hypothetical prospective 
sponsor. It was an ingenious stunt 


providing punchy entertainment and 
offering a chance for.NBC to male 
a direct selling pitch over the air to 
any client representatives who may 
have been listening—and presum- 
ably it was arranged to have several 
doing so. Douglas Meservey, eastern 
sales manager in the NBC program 
department, presented the argu- 
ments in behalf of the show, with 
actors portraying client officials in 
a fictional conference. Besides ac- 


tual critical quotes on the program, | 


there were also letters from station 
mamagers and a plug from Roland 
Martini, of the Gardner agency. On 
the show proper, Fred Bate ex- 
plained via_ short-wave 
covers the news in London for NBC; 
Robert Gunderson, a_ blind 
operator, told of his work wv 
biind people. 
dled ‘commercials’ for the 

thetical prospective sponsor 
Sylvia Froos sang a number. 


hypo- 
and 





Newbold Morris, president of the 
New York City Council, guested 
Sunday (17) on ‘You Decide,’ forum- 
dramatic show presented on CBS by 
Youthbuilders, Inc., the juve uplift 
group. Stanza followed the pattern 
for the series, offering a dramatiza- 
tion of an incident in the subject's 
life; quizzing four young gvests on 
how they would have decided his 
problem, and having Morris tell 
what his actual decision was. It may 
have been great stuff from the view- 
point of juve training theory, but 
was tedious listening. 





‘Road of Life’ opens with what 
must be one of the longest and 
noisiest plugs heard on a daytime 
network serial. When caught (15), 
that familiar opener, paging a doc- 
tor via ‘phone, was followed by a 
dissertaticn on Ivory flakes. 


seemed to be two), had the bugle 
blown and 
herald a spiel on the qualities of 
Chipso. As the message was ham- 
mered across, the bugle was tooted 
again and eventually two mikers 
alternated in slamming across the 
plugs. After what seemed: like an 
age, the organ played and the sketch 
began. 





Mark Sullivan, -Washington col- 
umnist, substituted for Raymond 
Clapper (now in London) on three 
of the NBC blue’s ‘News Here and 
Abroad’ commentaries with William 
Hillman, Collier’s European chief. 
Veteran newsman, whose stuff is 
widely syndicated, acquitted himself 


creditably. He displayed a better 
speaking voice than Clapper or 
Hillman, although the latter’s is 


Stronger and delivery more vigor- 
ous. Sullivan’s voice is not big in 
volume, but it is clear, pleasant and 
modulated. Not arrestingly staccato, 
and not ‘sensational’ or ‘inside-stuffy,’ 


pa — 


WHEW 
WBNA vor 
most INTI- 
pig EFFECTIVE | 
SALES APPROACH bh 
AMERICA’S LARGES 
MARKET. 



















































how he! 
radio | 


Capt. Tim Healy han- | 


Then | 
the announcer or announcers (there | 


the drum whacked to| 


Sullivan, in his rather mild manner, 
showed a thorough grasp of national 
and international affairs. He was ob- 
viousiy reading and several times 
was guilty of minor flubbing and 
hesitaion, but with mike experience 
could probably be developed as a 
topnotch Washington broadcaster. 

Harold Brayman, correspondent 
for the Houston Chronicle and a 
group of papers, as well as Gridiron 
Club president, followed Sullivan. 
Brayman also turned in a pretty 
fair job, although his tone at times 
was inclined to be twangy. 


| 
| 
| 


‘Studio X,’ the early morning 
crackpot show five mornings a week 
| locally on WEAF, New York, also 
started Sunday night (17) as a week- 
series on NBC-Red. 
Beverly Mahr has been added as 
vocalist and, since recordings are 
not permitted on NBC networks, 
Paul Laval’s studio orchestra has re- 
placed the platter music. Essentially 
the show is virtually the same dizzy 
| hodgepodge as heard mornings, with 
; Ralph Dumke and Budd Hulick play- 

ing themselves and giving trick- 
voice portrayals of a fiock of goofy 
‘characters’ such as engineer Gur- 
ney, sound man Charlie Pritz, home 
economist Mary Margaret McBudd, 
Dr. Digitalis, Miss Schmutz, members 
jof the Great Grammatic Guild 
Group Players Club of America, Inc., 
and numerous others. As in the 
a.m. version, it ends in complete 
pandemonium. Possibly because of the 
presence of a vocalist, orchestra and 
‘production,’ the show now seems 
more formal, less spontaneous and, 
| therefore, not quite as amusing as 
over breakfas coffee. Still, NBC 
should be able to find a sponsor, as 
is obviously intended by this Sun- 
day night spotting. 
the Storm’. as_ heard 
| July 25 afternoon over NBC-Red 
concerned itself with democracy and 
| democratic ideals. Virtually the en- 
j tire stanza consisted of two long 
| speeches in the form of platform lec- 
| tures. While not entirely successful, 
it was nevertheless an absorbing and 
admirable attempt. Day’s eposide 
was in two scenes. First was a brief 
confab between two professors, and 
the second was the talks by one of 
the professors and one of his stu- 
dents, refugee Kathy. Charlotte Hol- 
land’s performance of the fafter was 
eloquent. Although it could not be 
repeated too often, that kind of a 
program should draw considerable 
mail and comment. Procter & Gam- 
ble’s plugs for the ‘new’ Ivory soap 
sounded like an imitation of those 
Pall Mall spot commercials—which is 
criticism enough. 





'ly network 





‘Against 





Norman Corwin did the second of 
his Old Testament trilogy, ‘Esther,’ 
on CBS last Sunday night (17). The 
opening of the program was weak, 
the middle part represented a power- 
ful piece of verse-drama set to mu- 
sic, while the ending proved a re- 
grettable letdown. The element that 
stood out consistently and made a 
strong appeal to both the imagina- 
tion and the ear was Lynn Mur- 
ray’s score. What must have perked 
up the attention of many a listener 
were the contemporary  counter- 
parts to be found in the narrative’s 
theme and characters. As Corwin 
got into the core of his story the pro- 
duction tcok on sweep, vitality and 
grandeur, and the writer-producer 
did a crack job of sustaining these 
qualities while the story lasted. But 
Corwin wasn’t satisfied to end the 
program with his story. He had to 
be a philosopher and insert a moral. 
That was where Corwin let him- 
self and his listeners down. For the 
moral came as an amateurish bit of 
lily-gilding. Arnold Moss contrib- 
uted much as narrator, and the per- 
formances of Martin Gabel and 
Everett Sloane were tops. 











20 Winks 


WOR (New York) has been 
calling the attention of pros- 
pective advertisers to the growth 
of the all-night audience due to 
defense work. Having given the 
sales staff ammunition with 
which to go out and sell, what 
about a little aid for Jerry 
Lawrence, the station’s all-night 
m.c., to help him entertain? For 
instance, there’s Cy Walter vir- 
tually buried by Mutual around 
noontime on Sundays. But Wal- 
ter plays a piano. Sup- 
posing he, or someone like him, 
were switched into the all-night 
schedule to play 15 minutes out 
of each hour; just to sit there 
and ad lib at the keyboard, han- 
dle request numbers if they 
come in, gab with Lawrence 
about and play new and old 
pop tunes if they don’t. A guy 
strumming a piano for 15 min- 
utes of 60. Maybe it would break 
up the monotony of the grind of 
phonograph records with their 
eternal vocals. Maybe it would 
help attract an audience at these 
hours if one is really there. WOR 
evidently believes there is, so it 
ought to be worth a little extra 
coin to find out once and for all 
and either build the all-night 
program into something or throw 
it out the window. WOR'’s only 





nice 
LO 


real Opposition comes from 
WNEW which holcs to the 
straight playing of rccord re- 


quests. And no mat.ier how dull 


it may seem or how tired you 
get of hearing Stan Shaw's 
‘Okay keed,’ the fact remains 


that he’s been doing the same 
thing for six years and has more 
commercials than any of his con- 
temporaries. So it’s WOR versus 
WNEW on the early a.m. stretch, 
Or program ideas against a set 
routine. Over at WEVD David 
Niles, and his amatcurish sense 
of humor, doesn’t threaten to 
break into this scrap because 
there are times when Niles is 
like a little boy riding the night 
skies on his tricycle asking which 
way the big fellows w-nt on 
their bikes. WHN would seem 
to have a better chance by ex- 
tending its ‘Music to Read By’ 
beyond 1 a.m. than coniinue its 
indifferent and uninteresting cur- 
rent presentation from 1 ‘o 3. 
WAAT, with Dick Jennings, is 
merely playing records. All of 
which is about enoush all-night 
stuff for this round.... 

If you see a Siutz Bearcat 
rattling up the west drive that 
will be Bide Dudley and Kelcey 
Allen, two kids in search of a 
strawhat. But who lifts ’em out 
when they get there? Dudley, 
on WHN, has the midnight re- 


viewing and chatter spot to 
himself since Howard Barnes 
(Herald Tribune critic) disap- 


peared from WOR. 

Michael Lorine is another of 
those serious baritones who will 
bring his song to you with, or 
without, the screeching daffodils 
at Luna Park...the announcer 
says Dick Barrie is playing in 
New Jersey so his engineer must 


be bringing him in by way of 
Manila. ..Sh-h-h-h! Have you 
found the guy who plays alto 


and baritone and doub'es on the 
clarinet and wears a size 37 
suit? 

Shudders of the week: Bands 
which offer that half-hearted 
rhythmic hand-clapping as a 
substitute for enthusiasm. These 
outfits are being tagged ‘Cleve- 
land Clubs.’ 








‘WHAT CAN I DO” 
With June Hynd, Jack Frasier 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 11:45 a.m. 
WIJZ-NBC, New York 

June Hynd, assistant director of 
women’s activities of NBC, is doing 
this new series to tell what women, 
particularly housewives, can do to 
aid the defense drive. According to 
the Thursday morning (14) edition: 
‘Every woman has a place in de- 


fense. It may be right in her own 
home. There is something for each 
of us to do. What it is is up to us.’ 


Besides announcer Jack Frasier, 
there were two guests on the pro- 
gram heard. They were Sylvia 
Porter, who delivered a lengthy spiel 
for the sale of defense bonds and 
stamps, and Dr. Helen S. Mitchell, 
who was remoted from Washington 
to bat for the cause of nutrition. 
Frasier offer a ‘news column’ in the 
half-way spot, with Miss Hynd cue- 
ing him with ‘headlines.’ 

Within the limits of all public 
service shows, ‘What Can I Do?’ is 
interesting and helpful. It probably { 
won't compete with the serials, but | 
neither will the serials compete with | 
it—which is as it should be. Hobe. | 











‘COUNTRY LAWYER’ 

With Raymond Massey, Knox Man- 
ning, Benny Rubin, Arthur Q. 
Bryan, Frank Graham, Kathleen 
Fitz, Joe Kearns, Earle Ross, Wil- 
bur Hatch orch. 

60 Mins. 

CBS FORECAST NO. 9 

Monday, ? pm. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
This Hollywocd-produced No, 9 in 

the CBS ‘Forecast’ series of 1941 
demonstrated two outstanding things 
—that there is a world of potent ra- 
dio material in Beflamy Partridge’s 
best-selling ‘Country Lawyer’ and 
that the best way to tell a story is 
apt to be the simplest. Despite its 
agonizingly over-elaborate presenta- 
tion, the show was absorbing and 
stirring. With so much natural ma- 
terial, it could hardly have been 
otherwise. There is a powerful 
commercial series in the story. 

Program was in two distinct parts, 
about twice as long and involved as 
necessary. First half-hour was a 
sort of introduction and sales spiel 
and took the form of a triple dra- 
matization - within - a-dramatization. 
Second half-hour consisted mostly of 
episodes from the book, each offered 
as a sample half-hour program. 

First portion of the show opened 
with an unidentified narrator’s court- 
room palaver plugging the book’s as- 
sets for radio and then fading into 
a dramatization of the preparation of 
this ‘Forecast’ program—production 
confabs, a bit of music rehearsal and 
a script conference, with the latter 
fading into another dramatization of 
author Bellamy telling how the book 
came to be written. That in turn 
faded into a dramatization of the ac- 
tual story itself, Sam Partridge, the 
author’s father, and his settlement in 
the town of Phelps, in upstate New 
York. After introducing and out- 
lining the principal characters, it 
faded back into the original narra- 
tor’s direct sales talk to the listen- 
ers at the 30-minute mark. 

Second half of the show opened 
with the actor impersonating the au- 
thor introducing ‘tonight’s episode’ 
of the hypothetical series, which he 
called ‘the case of the Bill of Rights’ 
and said was taken from the small 
black record book he’d found in his 
father’s desk. It then faded into 
dramatization, with Raymond Mas- 
sey, playing the father, Sam Par- 
tridge, picking up the narrator’s 
words, continuing the narration and 
fading, in turn, into a dramatization 
of the real story. Having finally ar- 
rived at the yarn, the piece moved 
irresistibly along on solid situations, 
colorful atmosphere and remarkably 


lifelike characterizations. Story’s 
climax was genuine and moving. 
Sam (that is, Massey) preached a 


moral to one of the other characters 
and then they recalled briefly other 
incidents from the story, remarking 
that each would make a fine half- 
hour program. Massey finally con- 


cluded the show with another 
straight sales appeal. 
All this shifting and counter- 


shifting from one element into an- 
other created endless, needless con- 
fusion. It might almost have been 
an intentional, satirical reduction to 
an absurd extreme of the whole 
complicated rigmarole of radio pro- 
duction techniques. Nevertheless, 
Raymond Massey was enormously 
persuasive as Sam Partridge, the 
country lawyer of the title. Arthur 
Q. Bryan was convincingly crusty 
as the hotel proprietor, Frank Gra- 
ham was believable as_ eccentric 
gardener and Kathleen Fitz impressed 
as Mrs. Partridge. 
Kearns and Earle Ross were also 
credible as the town’s previous law- 


yer, the town bigshot and the rant-| 


ing prosecutor, respectively. 
Manning was acceptable as author 
Bellamy Partridge. 

Charles Vanda’s direction had pac- 
ing and excellent feeling for mood. 
Wilbur Hatch’s musical score and 
conducting were unusually atmos- 
phere-creative. Harold Medford 
wrote the script, probably with both 
a compass and a gyroscope. Hobe. 





J. Ranny Whitworth, 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


chief en- | 


gineer of KOTN, Pine Bluff, has re- | 


signed and left for Bremerton, 
Washington, to become associate ra- 
dio inspector in the industrial de- 
partment of the Pugent Sound Navy 
Yard. 


— 


‘AFFAIRS OF TOM, DICK AND 
HARRY’ 

With Bud Vandover, Marlin Hunt 
Gordon Vandover, Joan Merrill, 
Bob Trendler and WGN Orchestra 

30 Mins. 

Monday, 7:30 p.m., CDST 

Sustaining 

WGN-MBS, Chicago 
Produced by William A. Bacher 

here is a sustainer that combines rare 

ingredients, real humor with good 
music and name value in person of 
various guest stars. 

Tom, Dick and Harry are known 
to air-listeners and, on this show 
where they are permitted to run 
riot, boys stand out as potential 
comedy stars, They clown, using 
old situations but dressing them 
up, they burlesque radio commer- 
cials, being adept at impersonating 
women’s voices, and do comedy songs 
with fine flair. 

At show caught they kidded Joan 
Merrill, guest star for that program, 
and made the whole thing appear 
ad-lib. Miss Merrill contributed an 
excellent vocal rendition of ‘How 
Did He Look?’ Bob Trendler, orch 
leader, comes in for his share of rib- 
bing also, and on his own serves up 
some interesting and entertaining 
dance music. 

Show, which was announced by 
Jack Brickhaus, and written by Paul 
Larimer has good possibilities. 

Gold. 


‘ROOKIES’ 
With Jay C. Flippen, Joey Faye, 

Loulie Jean, Bob Stanley orch 
30 Mins. 

Sunday, 7 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

Mutual’s key station, WOR, New 
York, makes another stab at building 
up its production setup with this 
new comedy series for the network. 
On the basis of the Sunday night 
(17) debut, the show will have 
brutal going. European news stanza 
opposite on NBC-Blue is tough com- 
petition, and when Jack Benny re- 
turns in a few weeks to NBC-Red 
he’ll leave few comedy addicts for 
such a modest effort as this. But 
Mutual has to fill the hole with 
something, so ‘Rookies’ is to be the 
casualty. 

Program is a kind of road com- 
pany version of Abbott and Costello, 
Jay C,. Flippen (currently in Hellza- 
poppin,’ at the Winter Garden, N. Y.) 
is the perennially exasperated, dis- 
paraging training camp sergeant, 
while Joey Faye is the blundering 
low-comedy trainee private. 

Flippen and Faye are experienced, 
expert comics, but their ‘Rookies’ 
material is thin. On the initial show 
it took the form of a bit of business 
with vocalist Loulie Jean (Norman), 
playing a camp hostess with a thick 
suth’n drawl. Tag was obvious from 
the start. Bob Stanley’s orchestra 
supplies backgrounds and plays a 


couple of numbers. Roger Bauer 
produces. It all seems somewhat 
futile. Hobe. 


‘MILDRED ROGERS’ 

Dramatic 

With Pamela Brown, Ronald Simp- 
son, Frederick Lloyd, Edwin Ellis, 
John Laurie, Sue Green 

30 Mins. 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

BBC, London 
Arch Oboler’s treatment of the 

Somerset Maugham yarn was given 


super treatment here for local lis- 
teners. Production from Val Giel- 
gud was slick, and the piece was 


4 | voiced by a standout bunch of play- 
Benny Rubin, Joe} : I 


ers. Ethered as a London slut, 
Pamela Brown’s study of the maid, 
Mildred, was choice and compelling; 
Ronald Simpson brought equal merit 


KnoX | to the part of Phillip Carey. 


Dynamics of the playlet were al- 
lowed to forge their own way, and 
subjected to no extraneous fire- 
works. Half hour left the impres- 
9 it had been rehearsed to the 

ilt. 











BENNY RUBIN 
‘THE N. Y. YANKEE’ 


FOR 
PACKARD PLAYHOUSE 
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‘SEND FOR DOCTOR DICK’ 
Music, Comedy, Songs 
With Sonnie Hale, Dick Francis, 
Doris Hare, Paula Green, Beity 
Bucknelle, Male Quartet and Va- 
riety Orchestra 
40 Mins. 
Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. 
BBC, London 
This session is made up of a series 
of vaude sketches which in their 
youth must have been wows. Too 
bad the talent lineup couldn’t be put 
to better use. Sonnie Hale and Doris 
Hare are both w.k. stage personali- 
ties; even in this morass they man- 
age to stand out—Doris Hare in one 
of her Cockney brat bits and Hale as 
little better than a stooge. Com- 


edian seems always to be the butt of 
or material over the air; it’s his 
third or fourth radio try. 

Idea back of the session has to do 
with easy-money schemes touted by 
a phoney medico. Dick Francis car- 
ries this load of ill-scripted woe 
(nlayers all carry their own mon- 
nickers in the piece) as a comic who 
talks through his teeth. It’s a style 
of laugh-getting paralleled in vin- 
tage only by material he’s given. 

Warbler Betty Bucknelle and the 
quartet were dragged in on_ the 
closing minutes for one song. When 
the sketches are each duly cur- 
tained, the orchestra duly obliges. 
Entirely n.g. 
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ZANESVILLE. 





G Fort Industry Manket 


NOTE 


to the 


NAUTICAL / 


Set your 


COMPASS 


for 


SOUTHEASTERN 
OHIO 


if you want 


CLEAR SALE-ING 


And, of course, that 
means you'll need 
WHIZ — Ohio’s big- 
gest little radio sta- 
tion lecated in 
America’s ty pical 


market. 














I2ANESVILLE, 0. 


,| humble origin and use. 
‘| tention-getter is a bid to any ama- 


"“MAUDIE’S DIARY’ 

With Mary Mason, Betty Garde, Wii- 
liam Johnstone, Jack Manning, 
Marjorie Davis, Bob Walker, Ar- 
thur Millet, Elliot Jacoby orch 

30 Mins. 

CONTINENTAL BAKING 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Bates) 

This replacement for ‘Your Mar- 
riage Club’ for Continental Baking 
(Wonder bread) is potentially a 
strong show, but it needs careful and 
skillful handling. Opening chapter 
Thursday night (14) had the neces- 
Sary ingredients to gather a sizable 
and loyal audience. Weaknesses 
were evident and should be readily 
corrected. It’s a much better pro- 
gram at the start than ‘Marriage 


prove considerably with a few more 
airings. 

Adapted by G. Albert Miller from 
Graeme and Sarah Lorimer’s series 
in the Ladies Home Journal, the yarn 
is a dramatized version of a ’teen- 
aged girl’s diary. Each episode opens 
and closes with Maudie apparently 
reading from the day-to-day account, 
with all the action in dramatized 
form. It’s essentially comedy 
throughout, depending on character 
and situation, rather than gays, for 
effect. Dialog between Maudie and 
her crush and constant companion, 
Davy Dillon, is ultra-slangy and 
rather amusing. Apparently Maudie 
is to be entangled in continual com- 
plications, but nearly always to 
emerge unscathed and triumphant. 
That’s a standard and promising for- 
mula. But while the debut script 
was humorous in tone, it was shy on 
laughs and too slow starting. 


Character of Maudie is nicely 
drawn and attractive enowzh for 
increasing popularity. 
small but fundamental error was 
made in the opening scrint. When 
a handsome new man appeared on 
the scene, Maudie didn’t hesitate to 
impose on Davy’s loyalty to try and 
steal the guy from her sister, Sylvia. 
That was perfectly permissible as 
far as the sister was concerned, as 
|it was frankly eternal warfare be- 
| tween them from the start. But it 
was a feline trick to use innoeent 
Davy to capture his potential suc- 
cessor. Since the whole appeal of 





dubious character. 

Produced as a package by fhe Wil- 
|liam Morris office, with Gordon 
|Graham directing, the show was 
| skillfully paced on the debut chap- 
ter, but lacked atmospheric effect. 
|Casting is excellent throughout 
| Mary Mason was superb in the title 
part and, if the show clicks, should 
| Become a definite network name. 
| She was not billed on the opener, 
| but will be later. Betty Garde and 
William Johnstone were believable 
as the parents, while Marjorie Davis 
was expressive as sister Sylvia, Bob 
Walker was properly iuvenile as 
Davy and Jack Manning was rightly 
pompous as the new man. Elliot 
Jacoby’s musical cues were helpful, 
| but the musical theme was distract- 
ing. 

Commercials were inferior. 





Since 


wives buy without regard to brands 
| and trade names, that’s doubly bad. 
Copy was agreeably terse, but was 
|much too bluntly presented. in 
| nearly every commercial there was a 
definite break between the reference 
'to the story and the plug _ itself. 
What’s more, the copy didn’t give 
the impression of clearly presenting 
the prime sales arguments for the 
product, but tended to be general- 
ized. Use of a male quartet, the 
‘Happy Wonder Bakers,’ is corny, but 
apparently intended as sponsor iden- 
| tification. 

Following after Lanny Ross in the 


17:15 spot, ‘Maudie’s Diary’ should 
| start with a sizable carry-over au- 
dience. Only direct competition is 


Xavier Cugat and Edwin C. Hill on 
NBC-Red, and neither of those 
should draw the same kind of an au- 
dience as ‘Maudie.’ However, the 
presence of ‘The Aldrich Family’ in 
the immediately ensuing spot at 8 
o’clock on NBC-Red will undoubt- 
edly hurt, as some listeners may dial 
that program in advance. Fact that 
the ‘Aldrich Family,’ ‘Blondie’ and 
‘Date with Judy’ shows have already 


used a somewhat similar pattern | 
may also have some effect, but not | 
| vitally if ‘Maudie’ itself is good | 
| enough. Hobe. 
RONALD CHESNEY 

15 Mins. 


| Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

BBC, London 

| Chesney is Britain’s Larry Adler. 
| He has a neatly packaged show 
here, giving lessons to the troops 
lon the windy art, playing requests 
and investing the mouth organ with 
|a symphonic polish to belie its 
Another at- 


| teur who figures he’s got something 
/to come along and share the mike. 
| Chesney handles himself well in 
| the gab passages, has a nice tone 
and smooth manner. Working with 
him is a staff BBC announcer, but 
|player would be better off if he 
| went the session alone. In 15 mins. 
lof air-time there’s not enough room 
| for the constant inter-play of ques- 


| tions and answers. 


| 


Rating a lot of credit is Chesney’s | 
who | 


| accompanist, Sydney Bright, 
| gives show that extra something mu- 
' sically. 


SCHOOL OF AIR 
Latin-American Meeting 
With Sterling Fisher 
15 mins. 
INTERNATIONAL BROADCAST 
Frday, 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Dwelling on the new ties made 
possible through radio between the 
United States, Mexico and other 
Latin-American nations, this brief 
stanza from Mexico City stressed the 
accomplishments of CBS’ ‘School of 
the Air,’ as being consummated at 
the First Latin-American conference 
of the school. Broadcast came on 
second day of the conference, which 
was attended by government execu- 
tives, educators and radio officials 





Club’ ever was—and it should im- | 


from all the Americas. Fortunately 
for this broadcast, Sterling Fisher, 
CBS director of education and radio 


| talks, who arranged the confab, led 


off and gave a clear-cut reading of 
Dr. Luis Sanchez Ponton’s summa- 
tion on the conference. Ponton, re- 
cently in N.Y. regarding Mexico’s 
participation in the coming ‘School 
of the Air,’ is Mexican Minister of 
Education. 


Ponton’s speech, as read by 
Fisher. outlined what is being ac- 
complished in Mexico in cementing 
solidarity, and the role education is 
playing in this regard. He was con- 
vinced thet radio is making possible 
a better realization of the affinities 
and problems in each _ different 
Latin-American country. 

Dr. Alfonso Pined, Mexican Com- 
missioner of Intellectual Coopera- 





owever, a | 


the series is dependent on Maudie, | 
| She must not be presented in such BB 


| This 





| 


tion, spoke for Dr. Ezquiel Padilla, 
Mexico’s Secretary of State, in much 
the same vein. Dr. Jose Ortiz Man- 
astiro, head of the Department of 
| Inter-American Relations at Loyola 
| University of the South, New Or- 
leans, described radio as the medium 
for bringing to the people of the 
Americas a better understanding of 
vital prob’'ems. He claimed that it 
; was doin* what politicians had 
| failed to accomplish in 130 years. 





‘AGAIN TONIGHT’ 

With Jaci: Cuchanan, Helen Ray- 
mond. Alma Vane, Beryl Pavis, 
John Sinrer, Trans-Atlantic Three, 
Revue Chorus and Orchestra 

Musical 

40 mins. 

Wednesday, 9:20 p.m. 

C, London 

not a regular airer, but 

seems to come along whenever ma- 

terial has been duly collected and 


rehearsed. It benefits by that wait. 
Musically, session is. one of the most 
pleasing hereabouts, and a smooth 
script keeps the various items mov- 
ing at click pace. For a source of 
material producers have turned to 
the filmusical, reviving via songs 
and dialog the most adaptable se- 
quences from the celluloid vehicle. 
Douglas Moodie is at the helm; fel- 
low might be referred to as BBC’s 
picture pioneer. He’s produced most 
of the ether versions of Hollywood 
product, not always with success or 
to the standard of entertainment 
achieved by this particular session. 

On the talent end this show was 





is 


: sual yell served, an arent 
bread is a product that most house- | unusually well served, and app 


care was taken to give it polish. 


Jack Buchan2n, John Singer, Beryl! and orchestra. 








‘SHOWTIME ON THE INTER- 

STATE’ 

With Charles O’Connor, Westbrook 
Van Vorhees, Billy Sherman, Rose! 


HY GARDNER 
Interviews 

15 Mins. 
Sustaining 


Blane, Varsity Six, Frank Parrish,, Tues., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
Abe Lyman and His Orchestra,, WMCA, New York 


John Paul Goodwin 
30 Mins.; Regional 
INTERSTATE THEATRES 
Sunday, 8:45 p.m. 
WOAI-TQN, San Antonio 


To mark the Interstate Theatre 
Circuit’s 35th. anniversary celebration 


a series of tour weekly half-hour 
broadcasts is being presented from | 
the stages of various. theatres 
throughout the state. These will be 
carried by KPRC, Houston; WOAT, 
San Antonio; WFAA, Dallas; WBAP, | 
Fort Worth; KRGV, Weslaco, and 
KGNC in Amarillo. Broadcasts ere 
in essence, a salute to Karl Hoblit- | 
zelle, president of Interstate, and 
R. J. O'Donnell, vice-president and 
general manager of the circuit. 


First broadcast came from the 
stage of the Metropolitan theatre in 





Houston on Au. 3 and made for | 
good radio listening. 
Abe Lyman and His Orchestra 


were the mainstays of tre vro’ ram. | 
Boys gave out with several tunes on 
the swing side, best of which were 
‘Sunset Near Vine’ and ‘Great Oaks 
and Little Acorns.’ 

Vocals were by Billy Sherman, as- 
sisted by Ben Yost’s Varsity Six and 
Rose Blane, who bonged over a 
nifty ‘Daddy.’ Frank Parrish han- 
dled ‘Maria Elena.’ Miss ®'sn> 
Parrish came back for a nice duet in 
Spanish of ‘Los Travitas.’ 


Charles O’Connor (0° the Phili» 
Morris program) was brought here} 
to be commercial announcer for the} 
series. Handled this portion well, | 
emphasizing the fact that this month | 
is showtime, time to relax, beat the 
heat, for a good show visit your) 
nearest Interstate House, etc. 


‘Surprise guest on the broadcast 
was Westbrook Van Vorhees, an-| 
nouncer of the ‘March of Time’ | 
newsreels. Van Vorhees_ brought 
out the fact that a camera crew vas} 
sent here by ‘March of Time’ to film | 
several scenes of defense work being 
done here. What they found de- 
manded a complete newsreel which | 
had its world premiere in a! 
Interstate houses on Aug. 15. Told | 
further that it was titled, ‘Thumbs | 
Up, Texas,’ and that it was the first | 
time he had signed off without say- 
ing Time Marches On, instead he, 
stated, ‘Thumbs Up, Texas.’ 


Burden of entire production was | 
carried by announcer John Paul | 
Goodwin of Houston, who kept the} 
show paced. Andy. 


ene 








Davis are all cagey performers, at 
home with vocals and dialog equal- 
ly. Buchanan reprised his ‘Monte 
Carlo’ film, serving ‘Rely Upon Me’; 
he was next to closing and spotted 
excellently. John Singer is a juve 
who clicked in doing impression of 
Mickey Rooney. He and Miss Devis 
did the hit number from ‘42nd 
Street,’ and led the ensemble in the 
closing piece from ‘Strike Up the 
Band.’ Weakest unit on the per- 
former end was the harmony trio of | 
girls. Billy Ternent led the chorus 





| construction, 


It all originates from the lobby 
of the Hotel Astor under the tag of 
‘Broadway Observation Ward’ and, 
like practically all programs where 
ad libbing dominaies, the encertaine- 


rient is subordinate, as far as the 
iic cney is concerned, to the expecta- 
tion what something embarrassing 
migat slip through. Nothing of such 
descr.pcion occurred when the pro- 
gram was caught (6). Nor was the 
persiflage exchangea particularly en- 
lishitening or diverting. 

Hy Cardner, an inierviewer who is 
quick on the give and take and who 
s.equenvy succeeds in making incon- 
sequentialities sound a little more 
imporiant than they are, does a 
smart job at inves.ing the event wiih 
an air of the impromptu. His sub- 
jecis are all there by pre-arrange- 
ment, but Ga:dncr hes the knack of 
weavin™ in ccmm*etnis that should 
€sciuiy scrve to lod=e a contrary im- 
pression w..h the ave_age listener. 

Cuszing on the program caught 
incluced Jerry Colona, appearing at 
the nearby Paramount, Laura Dut- 
ton, a vocalist, who had just opened 
at the Rainbow Room (which the 


| Astor management apparently does 


not consider to be competition to its 
own root), Hal Pearl, amusement 
editor of the Miami Daily News, a 
showgirl out of work and a girl 
drummer also at liberty. It took 
Colona a minute or two to warm up 
to charecter and get off a couple of 
amusing cracks. Odec. 
[In-iden‘all’, Gerdner is p.a. for 
the Asior; d-es ‘hat explain the 
hotel lobby’s broadcast pickup?]. 


‘LOVE IN IDLEZESS’ 
Drama 
Wilh Ralph Richerd cn, Rosamund 

Greenweed, Peter Glenville, John 

Carol 
45 Mins. 

Sunday, 3:30 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Shakespeaiean session was built 
around the clown and fairy scenes of 
‘Midsummer Nigh.’s Dream,’ proved 
intelligent adaniation ~nd listenable, 
Ecrivtine went urcrecited, a misfor- 
tune for the one or more concerned, 
since the piece wes soundly radio in 
and thri’s something 
rarely the lot in classical BBC-ing. 

Fantasy carried a standout cast. 
Ralph Richardson—now filming and 
thus on leave from flying duties— 
repeated as ‘Bottom,’ role in which 
he wowed the critics at the Old Vic 
four years back. His clowning here 
was likewise mikewise. John Carol’s 
‘Puck’ might be dubbed too imma- 
ture by the stalwarts, but he was 
playing against legitimate kiddie 
voices here and, radiologically, was 
correct in his interpretation. It was 
this recognition of the ether side 
which gave the session a definite and 
pleasing standard. 

Dual producing team of Barbara 
Burnham and John Burrell handled 
the proceedings. Former is BBC 
staff: Burrell a Little Theatre per- 


| sonality. 
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Every one of these letters carries a warm 
They’re just a sample of many 
| letters WKY receives in the course of a year for 


“Thank you!” 


' services which it has 


persons and organizations of all kinds. 

These letters, in a way, mark a trail of public 
service which WKY has blazed through the years. 
By serving the individual interests of groups, large 
and small, WKY serves Oklahoma abundantly. 


WKY °* OKLAHOMA CITY 


REPRESENTED BY THE Katz Acgncy, INc. 





been privileged to render 
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KNX Lands Ford Dealers Renewal; se Active National Accounts 


S t Sch d | f ('Ced Co Candle Lite restaurant, 52 partici- 
po e ll e or ar rp. pations on ‘Where to Go,’ direct; | ¢¢ seeall 


Levy Brothers, clothing, 15 50-word 












































announcements, direct; Rent-a-Car TIME 
System, 52 50-word participations, | ACCOUNT AGENCY PURCHASES 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. W. Kastor, 65 announcements; Chris- | ‘Where to Go,’ direct; Poinsette Fur |Admiracion shampoo .............. --Charles Dallas Reach Announcements 
Minus signs predominate all the|topher Candy Co., 48 participations |company, 100 100-word and tie-in Allied Mills ene Sesvebortasesves enn Louis E. Wade. pessee Announcements 
way down the line this week, but!j, 44 p.m. news, through Hillman transcriptions, direct; Armour & Co., American Chicle Co. .........++++++: Badger, Browning & Hersey 
represent only a slight decline in| . : ; 130 one-minute electrical transcrip- : Announcements 
volume of local units. The total is |°°°"° Ford _Dealers Advertising | tions, through Lord & Thomas. Armand Ce. .......cccccseseovsceces Ree Announcements 
down from the previous week, which | Fund, 104 15-minute news broadcasts, | Wild West and Rodeo show, an- | Beaumont Labs. (4-Way Cold Tablets)H. W. Kastor ............. % Hours 
represented a high point for a con- | through McCann-Erickson. nouncements and five and 15-min- | Bosco (milk amplifier) ........+..+- Kenyon & Eckhardt ...... 10-Mins, 
siderable period. KFI: Petrol Corp., 35 15-minute ute shows, direct: Rialto theatre, 54 | Compagnie A er --Northwest Radio ........... 5-Mins, 
Unexpected windfall of the week | Programs (renewal), through Dana|509-word announcements, direct; W.| Crosse & Blackwell ..... encase neeeens Van Sant, Dugdale .Announcements 
was the Ford Dealers renewal, for | Jones; O’Keefe & Merritt Co. 70 15-|K. Sterline Co., announcements, Garden City Publishing CO. ws. seen Huber Hoge ...............5-Ming, 
52 weeks, of the two weekly Bob | minute news broadcasts, three week-/through Mumm-Homer-Robbins & | Gilmore Oil Co, ..,...........++++: --Ruthrauff & Ryan .......... 5-Mins, 
Garred newscasts on KNX. Dealers|ly (renewal), through Richard B.| Pearson; Lyons & Lyons, furs, 26|Great A & P Tea Co. ................ Paris & Peart ..... Announcements 
also use a news strip on KECA. | Atchison. 50-word participations, Sue Ctheon's | Sane Sees soeetard) tee ee ee ees enol We HS boi sersces 1% Hours 
’ a > , i = —-— = Notebook, direct; The Paris, fur coat . . Cette eee eee eee Vt tT. 2. 
road yen pen raged - vad SSS | remodeling, five 100-word announce- |Lester Piano ¢ We cnsecocorceccesevers P. R. Manfre ........ -../% Hours 
Los Angeles market in three or four % Of | ments, direct. | Merchants Biscuit Co. ............... Ball & Davidson 
years, placing some spots on KNX. | Aug.16. Aug.9. Change. ; OCeter © Temperature Reports 
KHJ: Paul G. Hoffman, 16 one- | Network ... 11,736 11,882 —1.2| Dave Brown has joined the WBNS, | teens a "7 Be ee ne ei oe H. bb — P' _,- Announcements 
minute transcriptions, through Dana | 1 o¢a} — 4,674 —5.1) Columbus, sales staff. p eacage 4 from . B t teceeeeeceeeeeeeeesee+Presba, Fellers & I iia ; 
Jones; Forest Lawn Memorial Park’, ,, ’ | WHIO, Dayton. Mary Ann Brown, 4 ements 
Association, 78 five-minute broad- Nat'l Spot.. 1,566 1,622 eaten Pr etNe to radio, is now assisting H a ieee tiie’ rae rR geet eae Compton Adv. ..... Announcements 
casts, through Dan B. Miner. Total ...... 17,737 18,178 —2.4 Irwin Johnson, director of new pro- | Peter Paul , tra i , & +. "** Benton é Bowles ....Participations } 
KNX: O’Cedar Corp., through H.' (Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, KNX) | grams Sentastinn Shove ae. oie a Se de, a ar ad reseee -Announcements 
on _ Witiee OO <<. -cs0cecn.... oa eto > gine! a ‘s ne 5-Mins. 
Phillips Petroleum Co. . sal an orate ag dh vee ible goacteenpantieninte 
; ; ambert & Feasley Announcements 
a Ss Serre rrr eer cree eee er ee **Russel M. Seeds Participations 
Lydia Pinkham Medicine C:. ........ Erwin Wasey igi oot oat mena. 
ee CE A. 64s cea boatent bean , ‘age bine —e 


Sherman & Marquette 
Announcements 














Reader’s Digest ................-...-BBD&O ............Announcements 
= Sk. ae tee ee ere J. Walter Thompson 

“ . : oS Announcements 
RE ae ak Re a ie Ete See | Van Camp Food Products .......... Calkins & Holden ..Announcements 
rN ERR EAT ROR OS Pi PSE RP Se aS RAGE Vick Chemical Co. ..................Morse International Announcements 
PRCT . “ 5 g “ perce . . ae Ee err e Arthur Meyertoff ........ 14 Hours 

F DEPARTMENT -STORES BUYING RADIO 

& < TIME LAST WEEK 

. ® TIME 
SS STORE CITY PURCHASES 


FR sok 





Strawbridge & Clothier Dept. Store..Philadelphia .......Announcements 


NEW KOL POLICY tTInhalde 
COVERS Local events COUrt Upholds | 


Seattle, Aug. 19, Newspaper-Radio 


KOL is doing ‘In Search of 


Shelter’ once weekly for a month bd 
feature on new Federal Housing quiry y 
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project rising on Yesler Hill, with 
interviews with applicants for ren- 
tals. Uses realistic description of 
na Atraroeoes  We S e NE A oe present sub-standard housing of ap- 


fi Sanitn Peterectons CB ; plicants and explanation of pro- 
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Washington, Aug. 19. 
FCC inquiry into newspaper-radio 
joint ownership is sanctioned by 
law, and publisher James G. Stahl- 
man, Nashville Banner, must re- 
spond to Commission’s subpoena to 
‘tell all’ concerning ANPA’s early 


z ‘5 
; s 
oe 
s4 wo 
Ys > 
3 % ge F 


PEM ERS RAPE GHEY 5, 
: gu F cedure in applying for one of the 
new units. Is part of new policy 
inaugurated by production director 
Roy Grandey to cover local events 
by KOL’s Department of Northwest , : 
Affairs, KOL also did first airing, attitude toward its competitor. 


according to publicist Fair Taylor, In so ruling, Judge James W. Mor- 
XT Beaulital Pictire of Pofrebarribay \ E826 808 a EP eS as ans Tae 
/ AO A 1) VICCL MLV OL broadcast the 13th, was sponsored | Court, squelched an attack by 
Y by Rhodes Department store, with | ANPA legalite Elisha Hanson that 
. F 


comment by Clair Forbes. CC lacks power to discriminate 
Ted Bell, KRSC program director | against newspaper ownership and 
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and Associated Football commenta- | @¢cordingly hasn’t authority to in- 
j ; tor, is back on the job after a siege quire. Stahlman took Hanson’s ad- 
In every single quarter hour be- period before 7:45 a.m. when of mumps. vice and ignored the FCC order to 
‘ - . testify Aug. 1. 
tween 5:30 aad 9:00 a.m.,KMOX local show competes with local | Comparative Unit Count | 
° . ° oO | .s ier oe 
‘ . : e 70 of | | 
has more listeners than any other — show for the audience. (A period, ith eektheenn CBS-XEQ 
St. Louis station. In every single incidentally, with still a good Network .. 7315 7.168 +20) 
; ; Local eee 7,117 1,355 —3.2 | a Continued from page 29=——— 
quarter hour but one, KMOX has choice of broadcasting times for Nat'l Spot.. 757 1660 —1.2 oa _ 
Total ...... 15,189 15,290 —o,7 | Cal meet’s inauguration was deliv- 
more listeners than all other St. advertisers.) (Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) | ered by Lic. Ezequiel Padilla, Min- 
, : ; ister of Foreign Relations. Lic. Luis 
Louis stations combined. And even What's the result? KMOXx has Sanchez Ponton, Minister of Publie 
: : of ; : : Education, made the address of wel- 
in that one quarter hour, KMOX 59% of all radio homes listening come, and a talk outlining the ob- 
jectives of the meet and the cam- 


has better than twice the audience _ to St. Louis stations between 5:30 paign was delivered by Sterling 


of the second place station. and 7:45 a.m. SCARCE IN CHI Fisher, chief of CBS’ educational de- 
; - as ; partment. 
That's the beautiful picture of That, sir, is popularity ! | High praise for its efficient na- 


tional web for broadcasting proceed- 





KMOX'S popularity provided by om aay ores —- ings of the convention in Mexico, 
E a p is survey, covering the peri 7:30-9:00 a.m., i> and its f ’ Ove 
the latest Gill survey in St.Louis.” —_ was conducted by Samuel E. Gill and consists of Chicago, Aug. 19. ate had ig pe ot sd 
¥ 2354 personal interviews with radio families in There was a sudden and unex- Satin A it a ded XEQ 
But to be absolutely fair to the —S«. Louis and 16 “outside” counties in Missouri plained slow-down of new contracts | aon 7 meniCay, WAR BC Corer wel 
“ 7 . and Illinois, including all counties with a city of in local and national spot radio in Arrangements for the Mexican — 
other St. Louis stations, consider 10,000 or more population within the day and Chicago last week. Much of the |2"4 the international hookup were 
bef bi night Primary area of KMOX. The “outside” cross contracts for the new season have | made by Carlos Riveroll del Prado, 
the period ore the ig CBS net- section is representative of an arez comprising already been signatured, and the last XEQ’s production manager, who is 
: 65.4% of the total radio families in KMOX’s Pri- pa : ~ the only official of his kind in Mex- 
couple of weeks in August are d y 
work shows come on the air —the mary area, Complete details available on request. a ue 


to show a considerable slump-off in ico. XEQ’s Mexican web comprised 
new deals. However, actual stuff on | Stations in all the key cities. : 
the air is on the steady rise and each |_,T® program featured talks in 


KM OX THE VOICE OF ST. LOUIS 2 50,000 WATTS week is showing a nifty spurt in-new English and Spanish on the various 


programs pou ding out over the phases of the use of radio for edu- 











local transmitters. cation, stressing the value of the air 
‘ -asti . : for cementing and co-ordinating the 
Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Repre ke pe ee eg 
sented nationally by Radio Sales with offices in New York © of |Stam and the use of the universal | 
: . ; Aug. 16. Aug. 9. Change, | £00dwill language—musie and song. 
a0 Chicago . Detroit * Charlotte + San Francisco + Los Angeles Network .. 9,505 9,445 nr The musical end was particularly 
Local ..... . 6,622 6,588 +05 | well arranged. 
Nat'l Spot.. 11,690 11,632 +0.4 
Total ..... . 27,817 27,665 +-0.5 Ken McClure, news commentator, 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, |has been added to the staff of 











WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) WBAP-KGKO, Fort Worth. 
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Crawford Clothes Signs for 12 Hrs. 
Weekly on WMCA; Beech-Nut on 3 





+ 


Crawford Clothes, which several 
months ago broke into the radio 
field with an unusually heavy cam- 
paign on various New York stations, 
has signed a 26-week contract with 
WMCA calling for a total of 12 
broadcast hours per week. Stanzas 
will be broken down into full-hours, 
three half-hours and 34 quarter- 
hours a week. 

WMCA: Beech-Nut Packing, 
through Newell-Emmett, 12  an- 
announcements weekly, 15 weeks; 
Crawford Clothes, through Al Paul 
Lefton, two full-hours, three half- 
hours and 34 quarter-hours weekly 
for 26 weeks; Community Optician 
Seven-Dollars Eyeglasses Jamaica 
Corp., through Commonwealth Adv., 
13-week renewal of five 15-minute 
programs weekly; F. G. Vogt & 
Sons (Philadelphia Scrapple), 
through Clements Co., series of one- 
minute announcements. 

WOR: Beech-Nut Packing, through 
Newell-Emmett, seven station breaks 
a week, 15 weeks; Old Country Trot- 


ting Association (race track), 
through M. H. Hackett, “Trotting 
with Stan Lomax,’ five minutes 


three times weekly, three-and-a-half 
weeks; S. A. Schonbrunn (Savarin 
Coffee), through M. H. Hackett, par- 
ticipations on the Martha Deane pro- 
gram, five times weekly, and Asso- 
ciated Press news, five minutes, once 
weekly, 52 weeks; Carter Products 
(Little Liver Pills), through Street 
& Finney, announcements on ‘Moon- 
light Saving Time,’ three weeks; At- 
lantic Refining, through N. W. Ayer, 
play-by-play collegiate football, 
eight weeks; Piel Bros (Piel’s beer), 





through Sherman K. Ellis, renewal 
of Roake Carter, once a week, 52 
weeks: W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co.., | 
through Russel M. Seeds, nighttime 
station breaks twice a week. 15 | 
weeks: Johnson & Johnson (Tek 


toothbrushes), through Ferry-Hanly, 
nighttime station breaks and tem- 
perature reports, 17 weeks. 

WQXR: Expansion of ‘Apartments | 
on Parade’ to’six times weekly in- 
stead of five and 10 minutes on Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday instead 
of five minutes, plus addition of 10 
local realtor participants; Welch 
Grape Juice, through H. W. Kastor, 
renewal of five announcements 
weekly; Beech-Nut Packing, through | 
Newell-Emmett, five announcements 
weekly, 15 weeks; Paramount Pic- 
tures and Reader's Digest, additional 
announcements. 


AUTO CLUB TO AIR 
FOOTBALL VIA WWJ 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 


For the second consecutive year 
the Automobile Club of Michigan 
will sponsor the University of Michi- 
gan games over WWJ. Spielers for 
the nine-game season by the club, 
biggest motorist association in the 
country and a weighty investor in | 
sport a means of selling member- 
ship and car insurance, will again | 
be Ty Tyson and Paul Williams. It | 
is the first account announced on the | 
usual heavy football time buying | 
here which has seen Tom Harmon, | 
former U. of M. all-American, lined | 
up by WJR as an announcer. 

Summer shrinkage is about be- | 
lieved to have run its course here 
with a decline during the week of | 
close to 5% in local business. The | 











§ aS 


9 
upward movement was presaged in | 
national spot, up better than 2%, | 
with network time wavering slightly | 
toward a gain. Position is better | 
than a year ago this time, with local | 
business still better than 1,000 units | 








ahead of the same week in 1940. 
| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

Aug. 16. Aug. 9. Change. 

Network 7,590 7,540 +0.7 

ae 11,653 12,216 —4.6 

Nat'l Spot.. 4,426 4,332 +2.2 

ME © S50 30 23,669 24,088 —1.7 


(included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, 


WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 





Ins. Head Wants Station 
St. Louis, Aug. 19. 
S. Bradley Hunt, prez of the 
American Life and Accident Insur- 
ance Co., has filed an application 
with FCC to build and operate a ra- 
dio station in Alton, Il. 
He proposed operating on 1030 kc. | 
with a power of 1000 watts, daytime 





|tonio Drug Co., 


°» | direct, 


SALT LAKE RISES 


Biz Better Generally—Total 

Up 0.1% 
Salt Lake City, Aug. 19. 

Optimism keynoted Salt Lake City 

the past week, with stations prepar- 

ing for heavy autumn schedules. 

Units reflected the lift, with only 
local biz remaining in the red. 

KUTA: Western Furniture Co., di- 

rect, 156 announcements; K & D Stu- 

dios, 30-time participation in ‘Musical 





Units 





Quiz’; Salt Lake Hardware Co., di- 
rect, 26 announcements; Papiano 
Cafe. direct, 26 announcements; 


Broadway Shoe Rebuilders, 30 par- 
ticipations in ‘Musical Quiz’; Whip- 
ples, Inc., daily newscast for women. 
| Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 

Aug. 16. Aug.9 Change 

Network .. 6,700 6,690 +0.1 
eee o 2,277 2,292 —0.7 
Nat’! Spot.. 1,178 1,159 +1.6 
Wee bs aas00 10,155 10,141 +0.1 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





GENERAL FOODS 


EXTENDS WOAI 
SERIAL 


San Antonio, Aug. 





19. 


Local units took an upward swing | 
|} as station KONO and Station KMAC | 


started operations on different wave- 
lengths instead of sharing time. 

Guy W. Bradford, KRGV, general 
manager, talking things over with 
George Johnson, general manager 
of KTSA. ; 

KONO Half-hour 
Round-up,’ Monday 
for San Antonio Brewing Associa- 
tion (Pearl beer) via Pitluk Adv.; 
one additional hour each day, Mon- 
day through Sunday, of the Inter- 
national Goodwill Hour. 


KABC: Five announcements 


‘Cowboy 
through Friday, 


per 


| day for two days on ‘March of Time’ 


current issue ‘Thumbs Up, Texas,’ 


| now at the Aztec theatre; 30-minute 


recorded previews of ‘Hits to Come’ 
by Abe Lyman and his orchestra, for 
Interstate American Home Life In- 
surance program, two-quarter 


on Sunday; Joske’s 
Store, five announcements per day 
on the new Installment Buyers 
Plan. 

WOAI: Employers Casualty 
through Ira E. De Jernett, additional 
quarter-hour of ‘Music 
aired each Sunday through 
Texas Quality Network; Dr. 
well’s Laxative Senna, 
Sherman & Marquette, 
minute e.t’s per week; 
Austex Chile, through Crook Adv., 
two announcements per week; Mc- 
Neel Jewelry Co., through Bernard 
Brooks, 19 announcements; Faultless 
Starch Co., through Ferry-Hanly, 12 | 
announcements per week; San An- | 


the 


through 
eight one- 


serial ‘As the Twig Is Bent,’ quar- 
ter-hour program aired Monday 
through Friday; Richard Gill Co., 


six announcements per week. 


{ Comparative > Unit Count 





% of 
Aug.16. Aug. 9. Change. | 
| Network 5,296 5,405 — 2.0 
iS ere 10,318 9,975 + 3.4 
Nat’] Spot.. 2,171 1,713 +26.7 
ee 17,785 17,093 + 4.0 
(Included: KABC, KONO, KNAC, 


KTSA, WOAI) 





Brewer Buys Cowboys 


San Antonio, Aug. 19. 

The San Antonio Brewing Assn., 
bottlers of Pearl Beer, have under- 
taken sponsorship of the KO 
‘Cowboy Roundup,’ a daily half-hour 
presentation. Program is under the | 
direction of Bil! Laurie. 

Account was set through the Pit- 
luk agency. 





Charles Lutz is latest addition to | 
staff of station KTSA, San Antonio, 
in sales department. 


hours | 
per day six days per week and one | 
Department | 


Ca: | 
Parade’ 


Cald- | 


Walker's | 


through Pitluk, | 
three one-minute e.t’s per week; ex- | 
| tension from General Foods, through | 
| Young & Rubicam, for transcribed 


NO | 


2 EX-SCRIBES IN DEAL 


FOR TEXAS 250-WATTER 





Huntsville, Texas, Aug. 19. 

| An application has been filed with 
the FCC in Washington for sale of 
|KSAM by H. G. Webster, C. N. 
| Sh iaver and Bryan Shaver to W. J. 
| Harpole, of Victoria, Texas, and J. C. 
Rothwell, of this city. 
| Station would become effective at | 
once on FCC approval. 


Albers Bros. Buys KPO’s Whodunit 
Quiz; Van Camp Foods on KFRC 


| Harpole is commercial manager of | 


|KVIC, Victoria, and Rothwell has 
| operated KSAM here since March 29 | 
under a managerial contract. 
are former newspapermen, 


Texas, Jan. 1. 

KSAM is on 1,490 kilocycles and 
operates with a power of 250 watts 
daytime only. 





Princeton Relents— 
Atlantic Refining To 





Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 
Three large sports acccunts were 
closed over local stations this week, 


two of them brand new accounts 
Largest package was deal set by 
Bag with Atlantic Refining Co. 
for the airing of 21 pro and col- 
legiate football games beginning 
September 14 and running through 
to December 7. Games to be broad- 
cast are eleven for the Philadelphia 
Eagles (pro team), four games for 
Villanova College and = six for 
Princeton. This marks the first 
time the Tigers have sold the com- 
mercial rights to their grid contests. 
Tiger games to be broadcast include 
those with Yale, Dartmouth, Har- 
vard, Vanderbilt and Columbia. 


Heard for the first time on local 
air lanes are the LaSalle Hat Co. 
j}and John Middleton, Inc., local to- 
| bacco dealer. Former outfit will 
plug Champ hats via Kerby Kush- 
ing’s sports quiz and sportscast 
KYW, sharing the program on alter- 
nate days with P. Lorillard Tobacco 
Co., Middleton, starts a test cam- 
paign for a new cigarette with a 
weekly show called “Touchdown | 
Tips’ with Sam Hayes, NBC West | 
Coast commentator, 
football! results. 








Clarks, a gospel singers program, 
the Pen Man, Chicago fountain de. 
manufacturer. 


WFIL: Stephano Bros. (cigarettes), 
| 26 spots, through Aitkin Kynett; 
| Carter Products (pills), six spots 
weekly, through Street & Finney; 
Admiracion shampoo, 11 e.t.’s, 
througuh Charles Dallas Reach; 
Lydia Pinkham, ten e.t.’s weekly, 
| through Erwin, Wasey; Procter & 
Gamble, 39 spots, 
adv.; 
78 spots, 





through L. J. DuManaut; 
| Seven Up Bottling Co. 50 

weekly, through Philip. Klein. 

| WIP: Dr. Mallas (dentist), 
| spots, through Harry Feigenbaum; | 
h|Captain Shelly (boat trips), six 
| spots; Mrs. Schlorer’s, Inc. (mayon- 
naise), 48 spots, through 
|agency; Seven Up Bottling Co., 51 
spots, through Philip Klein; Insti- 
tute of Practical Drafting, 39 spots, | 


| through Herman agency; Bell Tele- 








Air Pigskin Games 


through Compton | 


Both | their own. 
having | be almos 
sold the Heart o’ Texas News, Brady, la stopping point for the summer 


| 





| women’s show; 
°M | through Henry 


| 
} 
| 
} 


| 


prognosticating | 


o| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


{ 
j 


| 


Edgar A. Murray (insecticides), | 


spots | 


234 | 


| through Geo. 





KANSAS CITY STEADY 


Division 

Kansas City, Aug. 19. 
~ Evidently summer bottom has been 
struck as this week’s figures hold 
Gains are so slight as to 
t unnoticeable, but indicate 





slump has been reached. No new ac- 
counts were announced; but several 
are definitely signed to begin the fall 
sked. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 
Aug. 16. Aug.9 Change. 
Network .. 6,710 6,700 +0.1 
Local ..... 5,008 4,905 
Nat'l Spot.. 6,145 6,023 
Total 17,863 17,628 


(Included KCKN, KCKO, KITE, 
KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 





ON WEBR FOR 
WRIGLEY 


Baltimore, Aug. 19. 

Very little change noted here. 
Some quarter-hour buying reported 
for Wrigley, Jelke’s Good Luck Mar- 
gerine and Royal Crown Cola. Con- 
tracts in making expected to come 
through shortly 
response for season at hand. 

WFBR: Oakite, through Calkins & 
Holden, participations on afternoon 
Ritz Camera Shops, 
J. Kaufman, par- 
early a.m. show; 
Jarman Motors, through Cahn-Mil- 
ler, 52 nighttime spots to be used 
seven a week; Floorcrafters, through 
Emery Adv., daily announce- 





ticipations on 


ments; Wm. Wrigley, through Arthur | 


Meyerhoff, quarter-hour airings. 
WCBM: Schindler Peanut Prod- 


KYW has also sold the eee | ucts, through Cortland D. Ferguson, 


Clothes, through 
sports 


260 spots; Wonder 
Jos. Katz, six quarter-hour 
programs a week. 
WCAO: Emerson hotel, renewal 
of nighttime 15-minute remotes. 
WBAL: O’Cedar Corp., 


Cloverland Farms 
Penniman, 312 spots; 
via Cortland D. Fer- 


ments; 


Embros Wine, 


; 


Sale of the | Little Unit Fluctuation—All in Plus 





San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

Deals sizzling in Frisco this week, 
forecasting a big winter. Albers 
Bros. Milling, via Lor. & Thomas, 
has purchased the agency-built 

Jhodunit?’ mystery quiz for use on 
the NBC Red out of KPO starting 
Oct. 3. Friday nigh: half-hour live- 
talent show will be fed from Frisco” 
to 14 stations on a regional hookup 
as far east as Utah and Montana. 
Originally created by Lew X. Lans- 
worth for Roos Bros., audience-par- 
ticipation drama debuted on KFRC 
last year. Side deal was made with 
Roos by Albert for use of the pro- 
gram this season. 


KPO has also acquired five quar- 
ters a week from the White House 


+2.9| department store, Marion Kyle ac- 
+2,.9 count which moves over from KFRC, 
+1.3;| NBC here likewise is working on a 


| deal which will send a local weekly 


| half-hour dramatic 


coast-to- 
an electrical 


show 
coast on the Blue for 


| appliance firm, things now awaiting 


Yy HR. STANZAS 





| 





the final nod from sponsorial head- 
quarters. 


Hastings Clothiers has dropped its 
4 p.m. sponsorship of Fulton Lewis 
on KFRC, with Langendorf Bread 
moving in to grab off the mid-after- 
noon release on 25 Don Lee stations, - 
This replaces the 2:30 p.m. John B. 
Hughes news shot which the bread 
account has been using. Hastings, 
which has used up to three hours a 
week on KFRC, is retaining the 9:15 
p.m. repeat of Lewis. 


Langendorf also has picked up 
KSFO’s Bob Andersen news period 
at 8:15 a.m. in behalf of Holsum 
American Meal bread for the dura- 
tion of daylight time, spot being lost 


| to CBS network when tne shift to 
indicating bullish | 


Manhattan (Sweet- 
Soap, which has had. the 


standard comes. 
heart) 


|period until this week, has moved 


to a new time, buying Andersen’s 
noon-time newscast on the same sta- 
tion. 

Ann Holden’s KGO Home Forum 
landed its first New York participa- 
tion this week in Chatham Blankets, 
which rides twice weekly starting 
Oct. 15. 

General Mills picture has changed 
entirely, with the two quarter-hour 
kid strippers skedded for CBS Coast 
stations out, due to eastern deals 
which will bring Jack Armstrong 
and Capt. Midnight to KFRC via 
Mutual wire. 


KFRC: Teagarden Products (for 


|syrup) through Erwin, Wasey, two 


guson, 26 _ five-minute 

Crosse & Blackwell, through Van 
Sant, Dugdale. 301 spots; Jello’s 
(Good Luck Margerine), through 
Young & Rubicam, 117 15-minute 
shows: Royal Crown Cola, through 
| BBD&O, six 15-minute programs; | 
Mitchell Fur Co., 

| Adv., 52 half-hour shows; Perfection | 


May 


| 
| 
| 


% of 

Aug. 16. Aug. 9. Chesee. 
| Network 7,505 7,580 
Local ...... 4,728 4,616 +2.4 | 
|Nat’] Spot.. 1,944 2,015 —3.5 | | 
Total . 14,177 14,209 —0.2 | 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 

WFBR) 


| phone Co., eight spots. 

‘Comparative U nit t Count 1] 

% of 

Aug.16. Aug. 9. Change. 

Network 9,365 378 —.1 
Local . 20,253 20,217 + 0.1 | 
Nat’] Spot.. 5,241 5,227 +-0.2 | 

Tetal ...... 34,859 34,822 +0.1 

(Included: KYW, WCAU, WFIL, 


WPEN) 


KGKO, Ft. Worth, Sets 
2 Long-Term Deals 
| 


| | WIP, WDAS, WIBG, 
| 





Fort Worth, Aug. 19. 


Roy Bacus, commercial manager 
| of station KGKO, reports a contract 
| renewal from the Globe Laboratories 

through the Ray K. Glenn agency. 
Contract calls for continuance of the 
| 260 time spot announcements to be 
| aired daily in addition to a quarter- 
hour newScast each Sunday. 

| The Isbell Method Beauty Shop, 
Inc., has signed for a weekly quar- 
ter-hour program to be aired each 
{Sunday titled ‘Isbell Silhouettes.’ 
Broadcasts feature beauty and fash- | 
ion news by Sue Alcot and songs by | 
Gary Gray, tenor. ‘Series will be | 
| aired for one year and was set! 
jthrough the Wood-Kane agency 


i 
| 


| with 


| 


| Stove Co., 
son, 39 five- minute shows. 





Comparative U nit Cc jount 


DES MOINES ROSY 


All Units on Upbeat—Local Climbs 

to 6.2% 

Des Moi nes, Aug. 19. 

Business in Des Moines stepped 

ahead briskly during the past week, 
an upsurge noted in all depart- 
ments. Local units hit the swiftest 
pace, rising from the previous week’s 
minus 1.9% to a plus of 6.2% 





1 


Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
Aug.16. Aug. 9. Change. 
Network 7,155 7,070 +1.2 
Local . 3,553 3,345 +6.2 
|Nat’] Spot.. 2,915 2,846 4+2.4 
i. | See 13,623 3,261 +2.7 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Factor ‘tor Adds Spots 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 
John Livingstone, of International 
Radio Sales office here, snagged Max 
Factor for a third renewa? on 
WLWO, Crosley short-waver. 
Makeup firm taken 100 additional | 
in Spanish. 


spots 


through McCann-Erick- | 
| minute 


through H. | quarter-hour participations weekly, 
W. Kastor, 65 one-minute announce-|KFRC Breakfast Club, 
Dairy, | fornia 
| Fels Naptha, through 


one to Cali- 
2 to Feb. 12; 
S. E. Roberts, 


participations 


network, Oct. 


three quarter-hour 


programs, | weekly, Breakfast Club (13-week re- 


newal); Nestcafe, through Leon Liv- 
ingston, three quarter-hour partici- 
pations weekly, Breakfast Club, 12 
weeks; Van Camp (canned food), 
through Calkins & Holden, 91 one- 
minute spots; RKO-Radio Pictures, 


through Gross|through Raymond R. Morgan, three 


100-word spots; Blue Ribbon Books, 
through Northwest Radio, 39 five- 
spots; Kilpatrick bread, 


| through Emil Reinhardt, three half- 


| hours weekly, KFRC and KDON, 
i‘Lone Ranger’ (renewal); Yellow 
Cab, through Rufus Rhoades, 39 five- 


a | minute live spots, ‘The Story Teller.’ 








~ Comparative Unit Count 





% of 
Aug.16. Aug. 9. Gung. 

| Network wo. 8,780 
| Local . 3,972 3,765 + 54 
| Nat’] Spot.. 1,739 1,799 —3.3 
Total . 14,491 14,344 +1.0 


| 





! 


*No change. 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, 
KPO) 


DENVER WEB SPURTS 


| Category Ahead 5.9% —Other Units 
Listless 





Denver, Aug. 19. 
Network biz in Denver not only 
recovered from last week’s minus 


6.9%, but sprinted ahead for a 
| healthy gain of 5.9%. Local units 
,cancelled the profit, however, by 


| 
| 


journeying downhill from minus 








0.6% to 7.5%. 
| Comparative Unit Count —| 
% of 
Aug.16. Aug. 9. Change, | 

| Network 7,805 7,365 +5.9 
Ferrer 5,953 6,436 —7.5 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,380 2,396 —0.7 

, re 16,090 16,197 —0.7 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, 


| 


KOA, KVOD) 
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Less Than 35% of 50,000 Concert 
Artistes Average $30 Wkly; Little 











Concert People 


Enya Gonzales, Philippine lyric 
soprano, will open her concert tour 














Chance in Field for Newcomers 





— 7! 


The fate of the young and un- 
known artiste in the concert field, 
whether vocalist or instrumentalist, 
has become a very precarious one. 
Even more than in opera, the chance 
for an unknown, good, bad, or in- 
different, is almost negligible. 

A survey of the field shows that 
of the 50,000 people trying to make 
a living out of music in the U. S., 
less than 35% are earning $30 
weekly on an average. Not only is 
the field overcrowded, but lack of 
demand for unknown artistes ruin 
their chances. 

At this time, throughout the coun- 
try, there are 365 community cities 
sponsoring an average of three con- 
certs yearly, plus 200 civic cities. 
Both NBC and Columbia have these 
towns fairly well tied up, so the 
artiste who is not on the list of 
either has even tougher sledding. 
Suggestions that local or imported 
impresarios might open up 1,000- 
2.000 towns throughout the country, 
whose populations are in the neigh- 
borhood of 5,000, and present con- 
certs ranging from $100-$400 are 
scoffed at by executives of the major 
organizations, who point out that 
while an artiste may be willing to 
appear for $100-$200, the booking 
fees, commissions, accompanist, 
traveling and living expenses make 
guch a concert a loser for the soloist. 

NBC and Columbia claim they 
have scoured the country, tackling 
every town with the remotest possi- 
bilities, without being able to open 
new sources of revenue, and even 
taking a licking in some spots to 
keep the municipality alive. The 
terrific bargaining power of the 
major organizations also allows them 
to force young artistes on unwilling 
purchasers, by withholding stars if 
lesser performers are not booked on 
the same series. 

Now, with Europe off the map as 
a source of income, the field is even 
more crowded with distinguished 
European artists flocking to America 
and glutting the only other remain- 
ing market, South America. Fully 
75% of all N. Y. recitals at Town or 
Carnegie Hall lose money for the 
artistes who appear, and this ratio 
also applies to the 500-odd concerts 
given yearly. Cost ranges from $400,- 
$800 for Town Hall, up to $1,500 for 
Carnegie. 

Last year concerts drew more than 
ever before in America, and more | 
artistes appeared in recital than any | 
other time in history, but it still | 
barely scratched the talent surface. | 


AGMA Ruling Imperils 


Newark Opera; Union 











| vival at the Met this fall, as well as 


| Federal Reserve Bank to allow the 


| nationals in this country are frozen. 


|} ances with the Met, San Francisco 





Asks 16 Chorus Jobs 


Newark, Aug. 19. 





Opera in Newark may be restricted | 


next season unless the Newark Civic 
Opera Assn., non-profit organization, 
comes to terms with the American 
Guild of Musical Artists. 
Controversy revolves around 
AGMA ruling that the NCOA must 
employ at least 16 members of the 
union in the choristers’ ranks, fail- 
ing which all members of the AGMA 


will be prohibited from performing | 
NCOA mem-| 


with the local group. 
bers assert that unionization would 


bar singers who have built up ajing his season with the San Fran- 

large local following and that it} cisco Opera Co. 

would be impossible to combine Bjoerling is expected to sing Raul 

union choristers, trained under dif-|in ‘Hugenots’ at the Met this year, | 

ferent coaches, with the 

chorus, which is under the direction | since Caruso sang it in the 1915-16 | 

of William Spada. season. He will also appear with 
At a meeting held in N. Y. Thurs-|the Chicago Symphony Jan. 8, 9, 


day (14), led by Alexander Pernice, 
general manager of the NCOA, 60 
singers drafted a petition to the 
AGMA demanding that its restric- 
tions be lifted, on the grounds that 
it would deprive many singers of 
their jobs. 


Hofmann Limits Concerts 


Josef Hofmann opens his fall con- 
cert tour in three dates with N. Y. 
Philharmonic Oct. 23, 24 and 26. 
Pianist will limit his tour this year 
to 35-40 concerts, for which he re- 
ceives from $2,000-$2,500 per concert. 

His Carnegie Hall recital will take 
place March 22. Hofmann is com- 








|ronto Symphony, Indianapolis Sym- 


Kullman’s 30 Dates 


Charles Kullman, Met lyric tenor, 
launches his concert tour of the | 
U.S. Oct. 8 in Corvallis, Oregon. | 
Tenor will have over 30 dates this | 
fall and winter. 

Kullman will alternate with Rich- 
ard Tauber in the ‘Magic Flute’ re- 





singing with the San Francisco and 
Chicago opera companies. He will 
be granted a four-week leave from 
the Met to fill concert engagements. 





Baccaloni, Ettore Panizza 
And Bruno Landi Get the 
Okay to Re-Enter U.S. 


The tense operatic situation in the 
U. S. eased a bit Monday (18), when 
the State Department agreed to al- 
low Mr. and Mrs. Salvatore Bac- 
caloni, Mr. and Mrs, Ettore Panizza, 
and Bruno Landi to return to the 
U. S. from South America. The Met 
basso, conductor, and tenor, re- 
spectively, had left the country prior 
to July 1, when a new law requiring 
certain formalities of re-entry had 
cast a shadow on the probabilities 
of their being able to return. 

Arrangements for all three were 
made by Arnold Pisani, personal rep- 
resentative of Baccaloni. Baccaloni 
will arrive Sept. 22, and his present 
passport, which expires Oct. 23, will 
be renewed for six months. Pisani 
is conducting negotiations with the 





Italian $1,500 monthly, since under 
the present law the funds of Axis 
The basso’s concerts and appear- 


and Chicago opera companies will 
net him over $45,000 this year. 


RUBINSTEIN’S 52, WITH 
RECORD ORCH DATES 


Artur Rubinstein will open a 52- 
date concert tour Oct. 21 and will 
have more orchestra appearances 
this year than ever before. All told 
he will make 21 appearances with 
nine organizations. 

Polish pianist plays to a minimum 
of $2,000 as a guarantee. His or- 
chestra appearances include the Cin- 
cinnati Symphony, St. Louis Sym- 
phony, N. Y. Philharmonic, Phila- 
delphia Orchestra, Minneapolis Sym- 
phony, Cleveland Symphony, To- 








phony, and the Kalamazoo Sym- 
phony, running from Nov. 14 to 
April 12. 





40 Concerts in U. S. 
Await Jussi Bjoerling 


Columbia Concerts, confident that 
Jussi Bjoerling, its Swedish tenor, 








will arrive in the U. S., has booked 
| him for 40 concerts in the U. S. 
| He opens in Boston, Nov. 12, follow- 


{ 
i cert 


of the U.S., in Lubbock, Texas, Oct. 
13. 





Harold Bauer opens his fal} con- 
N. Y. Oct. 4 with the 
Peoples Symphony. The pianist will 
appear with the New Friends of Mu- 


tour in 


sic on Dec. 7. 





Dorothy Maynor will give about 
50 concerts this year, cutting last 
season's schedule, which the colored 
soprano found too strenuous. She 
opens in Pennsylvania, Oct. 10. 





Mona Paulee, Met contralto and 
audition winner, sings an open air 
concert in Tacoma, Wash., Aug. 327, 
and in Toronto, Sept. 4. Columbia 
is booking few concerts for her since 
the Met has engaged her for the en- 
tire season. 





Carlos Ramirez, Columbia bari- 
tone, has been booked on the Ford 
Hour for Aug. 31. The singer will 
appear as Figaro in Charles Wag- 
ner’s presentation of the ‘Barber of 
Seville,’ booked for 30 dates in the 
fall. 





Alexander Sved, Hungarian bari- 
tone of the Met, will sing in Puerto 
Rico in October and launch a 15- 
date concert tour in November. Fol- 
lowing his appearance with the Chi- 
cago Opera Co., Sved rejoins the 
Met in December. Also booked at 
the St. Louis Opera Co. 





Alexander Kipnis, Met basso, has 
been set for 50 concert appearances 
this fall, opening in Des Moines, 
Iowa, early in November. This will 
follow his appearances with the San 
Francisco Opera Co. in October. 





Raoul Jobin, French Canadian 
tenor of the Met, will appear with 
the Chicago and San Francisco com- 
panies as well this season, taking 
over all principal French roles. The 
tenor is booked for some 15 concerts 
by Columbia. 





Anna Kaskas, Met contralto, opens 
her concert tour in Worcester Oct. 9. 
The singer is booked for about 25 
engagements exclusive of her oper- 
atic appearances. 





Gregor Piatigorsky will open an 
unprecedented tour for a cellist Nov. 
6 in Hamilton, Ontario. Piatigorsky 
will have between 45-50 dates this 
year. 





Viadimir Horowitz has been sold 
by Columbia for 30 dates, all the 
pianist is willing to accept. He gets 
started Jan. 9 in Rochester. 


Rudolf Serkin and Adolph Busch 
will do about 30 joint piano and vio- 
lin sonata recitals this fall. 





Bidu Sayao, Brazilian lyric colora- 
tura of the Met, opens her 30-date 
concert tour in Aberdeen, Wash., in 
early October. 





Gyorgy Sandor, Hungarian pianist, 
returned Monday (18) from concert 
| tour of Havana, Mexico, Costa Rica 
and Panama. 





Name Concert Dates 


(Aug. 20-30) 





Percy Granger—Round Lake, 





and 11, 





Lotte Lehmann’s Tour 


Lotte Lehmann will launch her 
40-appearance concert tour of the 
U. S. in Boston, Oct. 22. The Met 
soprano appears with the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Oct. 25 and 26 and 
with the New Friends of Music at 
Town Hall, New York, Jan. 7. 
Her individual Town Hall appear- 
ance will be Dec. 14. Soprano is 





booked with the San Francisco Op- 
era Co. and the Met. 

Lauritz Melchior and Miss Leh- 
mann have been booked for three 
joint lieder concerts together next 
January. Dates are Jan. 17, Spart- 





pletely recovered from a knee in- 
jury. 


enburg, S. C.; Jan. 22, Raleigh, N. C., 


|N. Y. (21). ° 
Richard Hageman—(Cond. L. A. 


NCOA | in the first presentation of that opera | Philharmonic) Hollywood Bow! 21). 


Viadimir Horowitz—(With L. A. 
| Philharmonic, Artur Rodzinski 
cond:) Hollywood Bow] (26). 
Giacomo Lauri Volpi—Barcelona, 
Spain (24). 
Giovanni Martinelli—Grant Park, 
Chicago (21). 


James Melton—White Sulphur 
Springs (21). 

Mona Paulee—Tacoma, Wash. 
(27). 








and Jan. 27, Washington. 


Paul Robeson—(With L. A. Phil- 
harmonic) Hollywood Bowl (21). 

Artur Rodzinski—(Cond. L. A. 
Philharmonic) Hollywood Bow] (22). 

John Charles Thomas—Bay View, 
— (21); Chautauqua, N. Y. 
(30). 

Helen Traubel—(With L. A. Phil- 
harmonic) Hollywood Bowl (28), 

Jascha Heifetz—(With Lottie Leh- 
mann, Artur Rubinstein, Bruno 
Walter), Wilshire Hotel, Beverly 
Hiils, Cal, (23). 


NBC Puts Off Kreisler Dates to Jan. 1: 





20 Concerts for List 


Eugene List, generally considered 
the best of the young pianists be- 
fore the publie today, has been set 
for 20 concerts this season. Pianist 
opens his tour in December. 

List will make four appearances 
with the N. ¥Y. Philharmonic Orches- 
tra in January, more than any other 
artist appearing with that organiza- 
tion this year. 


331,000 Attendance Set 
New Lewisohn Concerts 
Record, But 356 in Red 


The Lewisohn Stadium Concerts 
closed down last week (13) with a 
total attendance of 331,000, some 36,- 
000 over the previous highest total 
in the quarter century of concerts. A 
loss of approximately $35,000 on the 
concerts was sustained, but is made 
up by contributions. 

Last two nights of the season saw 
Efrem Zimbalist draw 12,000 on 
Tuesday (12) in an ail-Sibelius pro- 
gram. 

Last night of the season witnessed 
the re-appearance of Artur Rubin- 
stein as soloist in the Brahms second 
piano concerto, the pianist having 
opened the season. The Pole drew 
16,000. 


MARIAN ANDERSON SRO 
$6,000 IN ATLANTIC C. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 19. 

Marian Anderson, making her first 
concert appearance here, drew an 
attendance of more than 5,000 to the 
ballroom of Convention Hall Satur- 
day night (16). Approximately 
$6,000 was paid to hear the contralto, 
with many standing in rear and side 
aisles. 

Miss Anderson was given an ova- 
tion upon making her appearance 
and at intermission was presented 
with baskets of flowers and key to 
the city by Mayor Tom Taggart. 


$11 Top for Hurok’s 
Carnegie Hall Series 


The Sol Hurok popular Carnegie 
Hall series in N.Y. this fall will 
range in price from $3.85 to $11 top 
for the six events. Tickets for 
single events run from 65c. to $1.85 
top. 























let Russe in October; Artur Rubin- 
stein in November; Dusolina Gian- 
nini and Ezio Pinza in January; 
Oscar Levant with a symphony or- 
chestra in February; Gladys Swar- 
thout in February, and Carmen 
Amaya in March. 





Ballet Russe Starts 
’41-42 Tour in Wash. 


The Original Ballet Russe, under 
Colonel Wassily de Basil, opens its 
1941-42 tour at the Watergate, Wash- 
ington, Aug. 23. Alexander Small- 
ens, N. Y. Philharmonic conductor, 
will lead the orchestra in the seven 
performances. 

Company has 125 ballets in its 
repertoire and will be managed by 
Fortune Gallo. 


Gallo Ends Wash. Stay 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Fortuno Gallo’s San €arlo Opera 
Co. finished its week’s season here 
yesterday (Tuesday) after present- 
ing seven operas. 

Features of the season were the 
appearances of Anna Kaskas, Met 
contralto, in ‘Aida’ and ‘Trovatore,’ 
Mobley Luschanya, Indian soprano, 
and Jean Dickenson as Nedda in 
‘Pagliacci.’ 











Jan Kiepura will make appear- 
ances in Mexico and Puerto Rico in 
October, before joining the Chicago 
Opera Co. in November. Kiepura 
opens a 20-date concert tour in 





Youngstown. Ohio, Nov. 17. 


Artists to appear will be the Bal- | 


Cancellations Cause Booking Jam 


NBC is cancelling all of Fritz 
Kreisler’s dates for the fall untij 
after the first of the year. Marks 
Levine, who manages the Violinist 
feels that Kreisler will be more suf. 
ficiently recovered at that time than 
to attempt the arduous recital tour 
in October, 

Violinist was being booked for 80 
dates, with the opening set for Oct. 
14 in Detroit. As it stands now he 
will be able to have 27 dates after 
Jan. 1. 

The jamming of dates has caused 
chaos in the booking field, with the 
necessary cancellations and substuti- 
tions on Kirsten Flagstad, and now 
Kreisler. The violinist received 9 
minimum of $2,500 for an engage. 
ment, with only Jascha Heifetz 
equaling him. Heifetz is with Co- 
lumbia. 

If neither Flagstad nor Kreisler 
appear this season, NBC stands to 
lose grosses of over $300,000, 


[TURBI WILL 
BE VERY BUSY 


——— 





Jose Iturbi will have about the 
busiest season of all pianists this 
winter, as the composer-conductor- 
pianist will play close to 90 dates all 
told. Iturbi gets underway on the 
Pacific Coast in late September, and, 
besides his 35 engagements as solo 
pianist, will have more than 50 ap- 
pearances with orchestras both as 
soloist and conductor. 

The Spaniard is permanent con- 
ductor of the Rochester Symphony 
Orchestra. He works on a $2,000 
guarantee. 


Berkshire Festival Drew 
Record of 87,000 Persons 
And Gross of $70,000 


Lenox, Mass., Aug. 19. 


The Berkshire Festival closed its 
three-week season of nine concerts 
with the Boston Symphony orches- 
tra under Serge Kousevitzky Sunday 
(17), with a total attendance of 87,- 
000 for the series, breaking last 
year’s record of 67,000. Last week- 
end was attended by 29,000 people, 
with the largest crowd in the eight 
years history of the Festival pres- 
ent on Sunday (17), the total be- 
ing 13,000. 

Gross of the series was approxi- 
mately $70,000 and a budget of $100,- 
000 had been provided at the begin- 
ning of the year to insure against 
loss, 


CHARTERS NEW OPERA 
CO. FOR SOUTHERN TOUR 


Giuseppe Creatore will open a 
three-month tour of the south stari- 
ing in January with an operatic 
company. Repertoire will be the 
usual popular Italian and French 
works. 

Company was chartered this week 
in Albany, and capital stock of $20,- 
000 with a par of $10 is being issued. 


Grace Moore’s 40-City 
Trek Opening Sept. 24 


Grace Moore opens a concert tour 
which will carry her through 40 
cities in the U. S. on Sept. 24 in St. 
Paul. The soprano will be heard 
in the title role of ‘Tosca’ at the Met 
for the first time in her career. 

Her first Town Hall, N. Y., recital 
in over a decade is booked for Feb. 
11. Singer receives minimum of 
$2,500 per concert. 




















Marion Talley’s Comeback 


Marion Talley opens her come- 
back tour in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, 
Nov. 10. 

Closest the former Met coloratura 
will get to N. Y. will be a joint re- 
cital with Salvatore Baccaloni in 





White Plains on Jan. 16. 











i 


Wednesday, August 20, 1941 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS 35 





Mich. Fair Hires Olsen for 12 Days 


Art Paulsen Permanent 
Swinger at Two Spots 


Not Enough Profitable Bookings, 





At 9G; He Pays $1,500 Wkly. Rent 











Art Paulsen and his orchestra (13) 
continue as the permanent ‘band of 
the week’ for the Sunday night 
Swing nights, relieving Johnny Long 
at the Hotel New Yorker. Paulsen 
| has another location date, Saturdays, 


Carlson Quits Maestroing for Flying 


iz 





‘> 


. “ 4 > 
Detroit, Aug. 19. Sax Prodigy Undergoes lat ag aa ite Yacht Club, Mamaro- Nix Strollers Milwaukee, Aug. 19. 
Name bands, on which the Michi- jseck, 2 ak Uhh ‘oui Bill Carlson, dance-band leader 


gan State Fair got out of the red and 
piled up the biggest grosses in its 


Emergency Operation 


Corky Corcoran, 16-year-old tenor 


he does club 


dates. 


—— —— 


Philadelphia. Aug. 19. 





popular in the midwest, winding 
up his musical career this month and 


sax ‘discovery’ with Sonny Dunham's Strolling musicians (non-union) | will disband his orchestra and be- 
history, are out this year. Instead sees teeinlt ak Wheelie Ceiteatntidiinin, will be forbidden to serenade guests |come pilot instructor for Midwest 
of the usual three and four-day runs —T 7 in Philly bistros hereafter, according | Air lines, headquarters in Chicago, 
of the leading orchs, the fair will | brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., was taken | to a ukase issued by Local 77, Ameri- | Carlson has piloted his own plane 


counter on the amusement side with 
George Olsen’s regular Casino setup 
on the fair ground and a Coliseum 
circus. 

Olsen moved into the fair grounds 
earlier this summer, opening an out- 


from the bandstand at that spot 


Thursday (14) evening to undergo an 
emergency appendicitis operation. He 
was taken to Montclair Community 
hospital. 

Dunham brought Corcoran in from 


FOLD AGENCY 





The local’s two __ investigators, 
| Jimmy Perri and Danie] Shanker, 
| have been ordered to keep out the 
street-musickers. Operators of night 
spots which allow the practice have | 
been warned they would be placed 


can Federation of Musicians. | 
| 





for a number of years and from now 
on will devote his entire time to fly- 
ing and teaching. others the art. 
After becoming Milwaukee's No. 1 
dance band in the late 20's, Carlson's 
bunch went into Chicago for Andrew 


door dancery by renting from the the Coast, where his current band Arthur Michaud and Jim Peppe,|on the unfair list if the strollers marae, playing long and repeated 
State for $1,500 a week and splash- | W@S organized. It's scheduled to re-| two of the topflight orchestra per-| Continue to work. engagements at the Aragon and Trt 


ing floor shows as an adjunct. Now 


main at Meadowbrook until Sept. 14, 





sonal managers, have dissolved their 


anon ballrooms. Band broke up in 


comes the payoff. The State will when it will be replaced by Benny management agency partnership. | Denver about a year ago, then a few 
hire him for the 12-day run of the Goodman's crew. In a few weeks Peppe will ‘months later was reorganized in Mil- 
fair for $9,000. It amounts to hand- move over to new offices being waukee, and has kept going until 
ing back six weeks’ rental for a taken by Republic Musie Co. in ~— 

project that has been going great New York to restrict his activity to | Aside from Carlson's devotion 


since Olsen took the gamble 
However, the 


guns 
and created his spot. 
State Fair can’t count on gathering 


REVIVE FAMOUS 


directing Sammy Kaye and the lat- 
ter’s new music company. Press 
of handling the band, which 


| ting his musical career is said t 


STRETCHING 


| 


to aviation, a potent reason for quit- 
be 


inability to obtain consecutively 


re- 

in much more than his norntal ceived a healthy boost because of its profitable bookings—a circumstance 

profits would be for a two-week ses- recording of ‘Daddy,’ and the new calling attention to a condition al 

sion. 4 publishing firm that puts out the leged by musicians to be halting the 
For reasons unknown the State number, along with a list of others, development of new ‘name’ bands 

Fair, one of the country’s biggest, forced the split. and actually hurting the dance-band 

has been edging away from the Legal dissolution of the partner- business itself. 


name bands, although -giving them 


ship has already been worked out, 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 


What is reported to be holding 


credit for having piled up the enor- with Michaud retaining manager- Tt used te he Lab them back is chiseling by some un- 
mous grosses which lifted it out of ship of Frankie Masters, Bob Ches- k " ; , abor Day that scrupulous leaders who underbid on 
the rut in the dull years. About the| Famous Door, one of New York's| ter, and Joey Kearns, latter the | ™arked the close for the numerous | jobs to such an extent that a maestro 


only excuse offered is that most of 
the top bands come in during the 
summer at Eastwood. 


To compensate some of this amuse- 


brightest swing spots when 52d street 
was hot, will make another try at 
getting back on its old level. Andy 








house band at WCAU, Philadelphia. 
Contract of Harry James, who was 
handled* by the pair until a couple 
of months ago under a seven-year 


outdoor dance spots in this section, 
but times and biz being what it is 
most of the spots are tucking a 


who upholds the union scale cannot 
compete and break even. Union offi- 
cials of course would like to break 
up this alleged practice, but find it 





ment loss—and it's admitted that | Kirk's colored band, with Mary Lou oo neti —— oon been | Month on their regular season. If | difficult to obtain evidence in specifie 
pumpkin prizes won't pull the at-| Williams, femme pianist, starts a aassialed Matas gg Mastic Pe was | they could only figure out a way of | cases, 
tendance that bands and good shows | stretch there Sept. 5 and may be William Ail I nerd Prag tc shoveling off the snow—who knows! : 
Siriag tt aoe ae oe sant followed by Lionel Hampton’s new|Tommy Dorsey's legal work.| Eastwood Park, which parades the 
<n gy tira nce the annual Shrine | full-size combo. It's first mid-town | Whether Dorsey has acquired the | name bands each week in one of the ) AND HUNT 
’ Slasgts . re * | : ° " af : ee _p P ae * Se a 7 
Circus here, has been hired as im- | location for Kirk. Conger thay allan alr sor yp whe 25 sewest ip oa nr apr ayag slides ats | 
pomerte, Sar eee ee oe Se | ‘Door’ was once known as an ‘in- | i. not certain Sacaas “ cuieniie nt Clinton anes the rst oe ed 
in one ring and two stages with the | eybator’ of new band names, having | sey 1 y akes irst carry-over 


scale at 50c, 75c and $1. 


i started Woody Herman, Count Basie 


out of circulation, recovering from a 


past Labor Day; Jack Mie gpm goes 


ihiveesis ’ ‘ | tonsilectomy. He resumes work at] in a week starting Sept. 5, and Bob- 

= — 'and several others. For past yea! | the Paramount theatre, N. Y., by Byrne is inked for Poi week of 

ie so it has been closed, or using| aug. 27, Sept. 12. Deal is now being closed 
ee: no-name combos. Teddy Michaud-Peppe combination was Ege preties 2 ; 


FLOCK OF NEW 


| Powell tried reviving the spot last | 


in existence two years. 


for the weeks up to Sept. 28. 


NEW LEADERS 





Two leaderless bards, intact, are 


| fa ll with his new band, but it didn’t | Lae TS ae E George Olsen, who opened up his |laying off around New York at the 
poser and he sold out. new Casino at the State Fair| moment seeking suitable maestros to 
Kirk will have Basie as opposi- | Band P.A.s Wax Selves Grounds here, will slide over into | front for them, one because it fired 
tion. atter mah ns his first N. ¥ | September, too, taking over the|jts batoneer and the other because 
aa = ; silage Ete regular Staté Fi late. J 1e en aS oh Tench te 
location since the Famous Door date | As Hot Quartet to Prove : “A _ ay dupe ale ~~ the its leader walked out. First is Bunny 
t Uptown Cafe Society, Sept. 16. close of the fair, if the weather stays | Berigan’s old crew and second is Carl 
i nen ee | Knewled e of Music nice, his Casino, which also has an | Lorch’s combination. 
Columbia Records was exception- g ’ indoor adjunct, likely will run into| Berigan’s men quit en masse on 


ally active this past week in sign- 
ing new bands and singers to re- 
cording contracts, while Victor Rec- 
ords contented itself with acquiring 





| BOWLING WINS OUT 
OVER DANCING 


| 
| 


To prove that they and their office 


staff have a good knowledge of 


late September. 
tag along, 


Smaller spots may 
vaulting the outdoor sea- 





| $on 


| 
here to five months. 


~ 


him a few weeks ago (which is tan- 
tamount to firing him) because he 
owed its members $900 in salaries, 


|musie and so are thoroughly quali- | Men in the band retained practically 
one new name. Columbia took on | Pr ahi, a Picea pres Ae S bigeal | |all of the arrangements -when Beri- 
Carl H6ff’s new band, currently at | Meetenk hue i do press ag are work for Childs Drops 50G Suit Vs. gan went. Most of them were writ- 
Blue Gardens, Armonk, N. Y., for Sinting exe . a A PO . | bands, Hal Davis, Les Leiber and two | en by them and never paid for by 
its Okeh label, and Jane Froman for | , wy wht ther ~~ AO WO this |@mployees cut acetate records last | Carl Hoff Over Vocakst the deposed leader. Mort Davis, its 
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Strictly for the trade in all its multiple complex- 
ities... VARIETY will define the national demand 
for popular music in terms of BOXOFFICE 
VALUES ... Months of editorial research and sur- 
vey have been devoted to the compilation of 


features that are astounding as the dimensions of 


the field. 





“ARI. 


BOXOFFICE BANDS NUMBER 
To Be Published Sept. 17 


Because the data to be published will be re- 


tained for constant future reference within the 
trade, the Sept. 17 issue offers exceptional value 


for advertisers... 


MAKE YOUR SPACE RESERVATION NOW! 





NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 1708 No. Vine St. 


HOLLYWOOD 


On the 


| 


Upbeat 





Bob White now at Chez Ami, Buf- 
falo, replacing Erwin Glucksman 
crew, 





Dick Kuhn combo returns Oct. 12 
tc Hotel Astor, N. Y., from Hotel 
Statier, Buffalo. 





Frankie Masters and Harry James 
play the annual South Boston To- 
bacco Festival at South Boston, Va., 
Sept. 5. 





Murray Albert, once road manager 
of Larry Clinton, and more recently 
with Teddy Powell, has assumed sim- 
ilar duties with Claude Thornhill’s 
band, current at Paramount theatre, 
N. Y. Tommy Mack, who had been 
with Thornhill, shifts to Charlie 
Spivak at Glen Island Casino, N. Y. 





Jimmy Flora band, from Cocktail 
Lounge of Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., 


Band Bookings 


Erskine Hawkins, Aug. 22, Holly- 
wood Hall, Albany, Ga.; 23, Terrace 
Club, New Orleans; 24, Rhythm Club, 
New Orleans; 25, Temple Roof Gar- 
den, Baton Rouge; 26, Playmor B., 
Shreveport, La.; 27, City Aud., Gal- 
veston; 28, City Aud., Houston; 29, 
Cotton Club, Port Arthur, Tex:; 31, 
Mosque B., Ft. Worth. 

Ella Fitzgerald, Aug. 26, Trianon 
B., Cleveland; 27, Joyland Park, Lex- 
ington, Ky.; 28, Dixieland B., Lex- 
ington; 29, Aud., Columbus; 30, Nu- 
Elm B., Youngstown, O.; 31, Savoy 
B., Chicago. 

Tiny Bradshaw, Aug. 22, Lake Side 
Park, Wichita Falls, Tex.; 23, Cot- 
ton C., Amorilla, Tex.; 24, State Fair- 
grounds, Dallas; 25, Dreamland, Little 
Rock; 26, Savoy B., Monroe, La.; 27, 
Beale Ave. Aud., Memphis, Tenn.; 
28, Downbeat B., Tulsa, Okla.; 29, 
Aud., Austin, Tex.; 31, Rhythm C., 
New Orleans. 

Lou Breese, Sept. 6, Playmor B., 
Kansas City; 7, Terp B., Austin, 
Minn, 

Larry Clinton, Sept. 5, 
Beach, Bay City, Michigan. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Sept. 3, Rosemont 
B., Brooklyn; 5, week, Buffalo the- 
atre, Buffalo; 12, Stanley theatre, 
Pittsburgh; Oct. 3, Orpheum thea- 
tre, Minneapolis; 10, week, Palace 
theatre, Cleveland; 17, Paramount 
theatre, Toledo. 

Glenn Miller, Sept. 5, RKO Bos- 
ton, Boston; 12, four days, Palace 
| theatre, Albany; 16, three days, Proc- 
tor’s theatre, Schenectady; 19, week, 
Earle theatre, Philadelphia; 26, Stan- 
ley theatre, Pittsburgh. 

Joe Venuti, Sept. 5-7, State thea- 
tre, Hartford. 

Eddy Duchin, Sept. 5, Stanley thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh; 19, Strand theatre, 
New York. 

Harry James, Sept. 12; Geo. F. 
Pavillion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 13, 
Sunnybrook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 14, 
Arena, New Haven. 

Guy Lombardo, Aug. 21, Old Or- 
chard Pier, Old Orchard, Me.; 22, 
Narragansett Pier, Providence, R. L.; 
25-26, Exposition, Toronto, Can.; 27, 
Valley Dale, Columbus, O.; 28, Rus- 
sell’s Point, O.; 29, Celoron Park, 
Jamestown, N. Y.; 31, Geo. F. Pavil- 











Winona 











lion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 1, Lake- 
| wood Park, Mahanoy City, Pa. 

Casa Loma, Sept. 18, Lakewood 
| Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 19, Geo. F. 
| Pavillion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 20, 
| Sunnybrook B., Pottstown, Pa. 

Tommy Tucker, Sept. 25, Steel 
| Pier, Atlantic City; 6, Sunnybrook 

B., Pottstown, Pa.; 9, five days, Totem 
Pole B., Boston. 

Frankie Masters, Sept. 6, New 
| Ocean Casino, Virginia Beach; 8, Na- 
tional theatre, Greensboro, N. C.; 10, 
Armory, Bennettsville, S. C.; 12, 
Twin City C., Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Sept. 7, Myer’s 
Lake Park, Canton, O.; 8, Joyland 
Park, Lexington, Ky.; 9, Aud., Co- 
lumbus, O.; 10, Stainbaugh Aud., 
Youngstown, O.; 25, Madrid B., Har- 
risburg, Pa.; 26, Armory, Durham, 
N. C.; 28, Armory, Danvill, Va.; 29, 
Aud., Raleigh, N. C.; 30, Armory, 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Tiny Hili; Aug. 26-Sept. 1, Excel- 
sior Park, Excelsior, Minn. 

Enoch Light, Aug. 25, Euclid 
Beach, Cleveland. 

Lawrence Welk, Aug. 23, Chip- 
pewa Lake, O.; 24, Geneva-on-Lake, 
O.; 25-29, Kennywood Park, Pitts- 
burgh; 30-Nov. 27, Trianon B., Chi- 
cago. 

Charles Agnew, Aug. 22, Summit 
Beach, Akron, O.; 23, Lakeside Park, 
Mahanoy City, Pa.; 25-Sept. 1, Enna 
Jettick Park, Auburn, N. Y 





moved into Cafe Rouge, replacing 
Bobby Byrne. Room is to be open 
for dinner only until Glenn Miller 
band comes in Oct. 6. 





Carl Hoff’s new outfit signed to re. 
cord for Okeh label. He addeq 
Murphy Sisters trio to group at Biue 
Gardens, Armonk, N. Y., last week, 





Eddy Duchin’s first date after re. 
turn from Rio de Janeiro will be at 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, week of 
Sept. 5. 





Del Courtney band opened week's 
engagement at Kennywood Park, 
Pittsburgh, Sunday (17), replacing 
Tiny Hill. Lawrence Welk follows 
him in this Sunday (25) for five days, 
with Paul Pendarvis winding up 
Kennywood summer dance season 
from Aug. 30 through Labor Day. 





Ralph Allen orch into New Penn, 
Pittsburgh, for indefinite stay, suc- 
ceeding Gay Carlisle outfit. 





Ina Ray Hutton booked for a one- 
nighter at West View Park on 
Thursday (21). 





Lou Breese orch goes into Stanley 
theatre, Pittsburgh, for week be- 
ginning Friday (22), with Frankie 
Masters outfit following him in. 





Dick Stabile plays a ong-nighter at 
Olympia Park, Pittsburgh, Sunday 
(24). 





Ben Eaton, musical director of 
WGBI, Scranton, Pa., has a band at 
nearby Abington Hills Country 
Club. Formerly at Buckwood Inn, 
Shawnee-on-Delaware, Pa. 

Channing Barron’s Biue Notes set 
until late fall at Rocco’s Villa Sun- 
set, Lake Susquehanna, near Blairs- 
town, N. J. 





Clyde Lucas band goes back into 
the Benjamin Franklin hotel, Phila- 
delphia, Sept. 12. 

Adrian Rollini Trio joins Irv Car- 
roll’s band at Jack Dempsey’s, New 
York, Sept. 26. Second bandstand is 
being built for Rollini. 





Peggy Lee now singing with Benny 
Goodman in place of Helen Forrest. 

Ranny Weeks has been signed for 
seven more months at Club Mayfair, 
Boston. Weeks has played spot sev- 
eral times, but present run with re- 
newals has been for one year. Con- 
tract now runs to April 1. 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 








Covers Total 

. Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 

Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50).............. 18 2,500 35,950 

Will Bradley......Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)...... 5 2,550 12,100 

Ray Heatherton...Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).......... 10 450 4.300 

Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 18 1,250 23,525 
Johnny Long*.....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 10 1,550 13,950 | 
Hal Saunders..... St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............. 13 350 5,200 | 


*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the | 
major araw 


Chicago 

Benny Goodman (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1-$2 min.). Still 
pulling them in, Goodman crew comes up with fine total of 5,900 payees. 

Skinnay Ennis* (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 supper min.). 
Despite fact that biz drops off badly here on Monday nights, Ennis’ off 
night, room nevertheless had a fine week with 5,600 customers. 

Boyd Raeburn* (Chez Paree; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Milton Berle a | 
boon to biz, spot coming up with a strong week of 5,200 payees. 

Jimmy Joy* (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel: 300; $1-$2 min.). Still | 
going along nicely, Joy and his band come up with another good week, | 
playing to 2,300 patrons. 

Bob Grant* (Camellia House, Drake Hotel; 300; $2.50 min.). Single act 
show (Lee Wiley) is only additional pull to the Grant band which drew 
in 2,700 customers this week. 

Don Orlando* (Villa Moderne; 1,000; no min.). Replacing Bob Strong 
band in this spot, Orlando had okay opening week with 4,000 people. 








Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Picked up slightly over 
previous week, quite a few ‘regulars’ back from vacations increasing 
week's take to 2,600 covers. 

Chuck Foster (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). First tendency of 
defense workers in higher brackets to unloose their pursestrings is given 
credit for a 4,500 turnout on the week. 

Woody Herman (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). 
two-week holdover to chalk up 18,000 patrons. 

Harry Owens (Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica; 500; 50c-$1). 
of giving out by this group brought a total of 1,300 gues‘s. 

Bob Crosby (Casino, Catalina Island; 4,000; 28c-44c). Opening the week 
as new attraction for the last leg of season, Crosby and boys garnered nice 
returns from about 15,000 payees. 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis (Trianon, Southgate; 
some but still off; around 2,500 stubs. 

Charlie Barnet (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). Catching on 
and nearly doubled previous week’s take with 4,500 past the wicket, 


Completed first week of a 


Four nights 


1,200; 40c-55c). Picking up 





San Francisco 


Carl Ravazza* (Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50c-$1.25). Aided by the 
DeMarcos, this band is building week by week, something which has never 
before happened at the Palace. Fifth week climbed another notch to 
1,900 covers, the fifth successive gain. Ordinarily bands dip week by 
week until the closing upswing. 
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NOTICE: Lou Levy Buys 2 Tunes 


The ‘HATE PARADE’ novelty 
number as. perfofmed by the 


LOU BREESE 


ORCHESTRA 


is an original creation, and any 
infringement will be prosecuted. 


SAM LUTZ, Personal Rep. 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Lou Levy, in town with the An- 
drews Sisters, also. settled two 
music deals while here last week. 
Signatured a contract with Russell 
Music, Inc., for the take-over of two 
tunes, ‘Mornin’ on the Farm’ and 
‘Three-Quarter Boogie.’ Will go 
into Levy’s K.€, Music eatalog for 
immediate concentration. 
Levy also set up new Offices here, 
with Archie Levington continuing 
in charge of midwest operations. 
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And Sets Office in Chi| 





Met. General Amusement Corp. 





Top British Radio Plugs 


‘Darling Daughter’ 
‘Amapola’ (C & C). 
‘There I Go’ (C & C). 

‘I’ve Got Sixpence’ (Bradbury). 
‘Hey Little Hen’ (Gay). 

‘Love Me’ (Cinephonic). 
‘American Way’ (Chappell). 
‘All Workers’ (Chappell). 

‘Ten Lullaby Lane’ (F & D). 
‘Do I Love You’ (Chappell). 
‘Should Known’ (Cavendish). 
‘Have Another One’ (P.M.). 





(Chappell). 
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ANSON WEEKS ORCHESTRA 
With Virginia Mathews 

Hotel Muehlebach 

Kansas City 

Fortnight in Terrace Grill is first 
appearance here of Anson Weeks and 
band in 15 months. Also first since 
auto accident last February, which 
broke up the previous Weeks crew 
and brought about change to present 
lineup. Injuries to the leader gave 
him several weeks in the hospital 
and brought him out with his left 
arm still unuseable for the piano 
playing he formerly provided for 
his band. Accordingly, the vet band- 
man has organized a crew of instru- 
mentalists complete with himself as 
baton waver, and featuring a solo- 
vox, which he is able to play with 
his right hand, to round out fullness 
of band. 

In this crew (which he has had 
together only a few months) Weeks 
is approaching more the style he had 
some time ago on the Coast, full and 
sweet. Bounce is there, but it is 
secondary to the regular tenure of 
the music. It is an improvement 
over his former crew, especially 
since it is larger instrumentally. Ar- 
rangements are given some special 
attention, with Weeks handling the 
sweeter styles and Don Bauman pen- 
ning the more swingy popular types. 


Bauman devotes ful] time to ar- 
ranging, and his version of ‘Old 
Oaken Bucket’ is zingy. 

Personnel lists Ralph Larson, 


Bobby Stockwell and Ray Davis on 
trumpets; Stan Malley, Harry Kite 
on trombones; Charles Polzin, Jimmy 


|Cesario and Felix Walker, reeds; 
Eddie Donaldson, piano; Everett 
Hull, string bass; Kenny Hillman, 
guitar, and Bobby Davidson, drums. 
Vocals are taken by £ Virginia 
Mathews, whose style is on the 


rhythm side and range is near the 
medium and higher tones. 

Weeks has taken the keyboard of 
the solovox and mounted it on a 
stand where he can play it as he 
leads the crew, and many arrange- 
ments work in this electric instru- 
ment to fill out the band and add a 
different touch to the music. Almost 
an ideal novelty, considering his 
present incapacity. It has allowed 
him to get back in gear much sooner 
than was expected after his serious 
accident. Quin 


BOB ALLEN ORCHESTRA (15) 
Lake Breeze Pier 
Buckeye Lake, O. 


Hoping to follow in the footsteps 
of Skinny Ennis and John Scott Trot-| jj} 


ter, Bob Allen, for eight years vocal- 
ist with the late Hal Kemp, is break- 
ing in a new baton. Orchestra, now 
playing first job for maestro Allen, 
is, with three exceptions, the old 
Vincent Patti unit out of Cleveland. 

Wisely General Amus. is keeping 
Allen under wraps for awhile, 

(Continued on page 38) 

















JOHNNY 
LONG 


Blue Barron, Chester Draw Big Biz, 
But Isham Jones Fair and Kirk N.S.C. 





and his orchestra 











HOTEL NEW YORKER Blue Barron (Paramount theatre, 
NBC—DECCA RECORDS 






| theatre, Huntington, W. Va. 





MANAGEMENT 


‘GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 


DICK 


patrons, grossing $4,610. 











Bob Chester (Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J., Aug. 7-13). é 
| this seaside spot’s seven-day mark last week with approximately 2,800 | 


Isham Jones (Lakeside Park, Dayton, O., Aug. 16-17). 
of 2,000 customers at 50c per for two days was fair. 

Andy Kirk (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 16). 
known here, Kirk pulled so-so 500 terpers at 75c for $375. 


(Estimates) 


Anderson, Ind., Aug. 15). 


| pulled fancy $1,500 on one-day from 4,000, prices ranging downward from 
| 50c top. On Aug. 10 band grossed $1,700 from 4,250 at 30c and 50c at RKO 


Chester cracked 


Morgan 


| 
Barron 


Jones’ harvest 


Not too well 





Ben Bernie’s Own Co. 
Will Plug ‘Fraidy Cat’ 


Wes-Jay Music Corp. is Ben Ber- 
| nie’s own indie publishing company 
to plug ‘Fraidy Cat,’ by Nick Brobur, 
his pianist. It’s non-ASCAP li- 
censed, although Bernie himself is 
a songsmith-member of ASCAP. 

Mrs. Ben (Wes) Bernie and his 
son, Jason, now at Fort Monmouth, 
N. J., comprise the Wes-Jay portion 
of the billing. Mickey Garlock, ex- 
Bernie fiddler, was ‘loaned’ by Breg- 
man-Vocco-Conn to professionally 
plug the song with which Bernie 
thinks he can identify himself, akin 
to Sammy Kaye’s ‘Daddy,’ etc. 


ASCAP-RADIO 
PEACE BOON 
TO WAXERS 


Jack Kapp, president of Decca, 
sees the potential ASCAP-radio set- 
tlement as a boon to the recording 











business, as well as the music 
publishers. 

‘The declining, or rather’ the 
smaller, revenue from ASCAP,’ as 


Kapp puts it,’ will prompt the music 
publishers to devote renewed ener- 
gies to their basic business, which 
is really the sale of sheet music and 
orchestrations, rather than the by- 
product revenue from ASCAP, 
which, after all, is what the society 
was first founded for. 

‘Thus I see a more vigorous devo- 
tion by the writers and publishers 
to the development of income from 
other rights, such as records, tran- 
scriptions, etc., and not its fanatic 
devotion to the cause of radio. 


must likewise redound to the benefit 
of us, the phonograph recording in- 
dustry, which will find each new 
tune a more solid investment, rather 




















| 
| ager, Bill Burton, flew to the Coast | 
|Sunday (17) from Virginia Beach, 
Va., where the band was playing, to | 
complete a deal started by GAC’s | 


Tom Rockwell with Paramount. 

Welles’ film with Armstrong ap- 
parently is following a groove simi- 
lar to features being made by Para- 
mount and Warner Bros. Former 
company has completed ‘Birth of the 
Blues,’ with Jack Teagarden’s band 
and Bing Crosby, but won’t release 
| it until October. Warner lot is cur- 
|rently putting the finishing touches 
on ‘New Orleans Blues,’ in which it 
| used Jimmie Lunceford and Will Os- 
|borne. All three epics are centered 
|around the early days of New Or- 
| leans, when it was a hotbed of bud- 
| ding jazz immortals. 





‘This enhancement of basic values | 


| WOR 


than a catch-as-catch-can waxing | 
job.’ 

| Band Cycl 

en Continued from page 1 


Thornhill-Colonna- ‘Spots,’ $58,000, 
Lucas-Rochester, 466, N. Y. Clicks: 
Krupa-Andrews Smash 566 in Chi 


(Estimates for This Weel:) 
Clyde Lucas, New York—(Strand; 


2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). Aided by 
Rochester and revue on stage and 
‘Bad Men of Missouri’ (WB) on 


screen, Sturdy $46,000, which in- 


sures holdover. Presence of Jack 
Benny’s radio ‘shadow’ credited with 
considerable boxoffice draw, with 
film rated minor attraction. 

Claude Thornhill, New York— 
(Paramount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99 ), 
‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) is film, 
while stage show includes Four Ink 
Spots (into fourth week today) and 
Jerry Colonna. Trim combination 
zoomed to smash 58,000 on first week. 
Holds for second or longer. 


Gene Krupa, Chicago—(Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75). Getting plenty of 
lassistance from ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
| (20th) on screen and Andrews Sis- 
ters on stage. Walloping $56,000, 
best here In more than month. All 
three credited with helping, with 
band giving fresh impetus because 
second stanza for Andrews. 

Phil Harris, Philadelphia—(Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). ‘Out of Fog’ 
(WB) ds film. Bangup $21,000, with 
most of lure in Harris’ crew. 


Ciro Rimac, Washington—(Cap- 
itol; 3,434; 28-39-44-66). ‘Wild Geese 
Calling’ (20th) on screen and Ella 
Logan heading stage show. Fair 
enough $16,500. 

Alvino Rey, Pittsburgh—(Stanley; 
3,800; 25-40-60). With ‘Whistling in 
Dark’ (M-G) and King Sisters on 
stage. Combo drew rave notices, 
with breezy $21,000 in prospect. 


* * 














KEN 
MARLIN 


And His Orchestra 


Vocals by 
ALISON ANDREWS 
NOW AT 


BORDEWICK'S 


Bronx River P’kway, N. Y. 
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8:05-3:36 P.M. 
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Per. Mgt.: E. A. COLINI 
Dir: CONS. RADIO ARTISTS 


* * 


JIMMY 
DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


Currently 


SURF BEACH CLUB 
Virginia Beach 



































Personal Management — BILL BURTON 

















FOUR INK SPOTS 


“KEEP COOL FOOL” 











ROGERS 


And His Orchestra 
CURRENTLY AT 
RITZ-CARLTON 
HOTEL ROOF 


BOSTON 
a 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 
MUZAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 


MANAGEMENT . 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 





Russ Morgan (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., Aug. 11-16). 
| followed a good weekend (8-9; 6,100 hoofers at $1.35 couple; $4,118 gross) 
with 1,700 Monday, 2,400 Tuesday, 2,700 Wednesday, 2,800 Thursday, 3,200 
Friday, and 3,600 Saturday setting a new full-week mark here with 16,400 
at $1.35 per couple for terrific $11,070. Band also broke eight-day mark. 

Alvino Rey (Coney Island, Cincinnati, Aug. 8). 
corraled 2,569 at 85c; solid. At Lakeside Park, Dayton, next day (9) crew 
accounted for 2,170 at $1; at Myers Lake Park, Canton (10), draw was 





at $1.25; Russell’s Point, O. (12), lure accounted for approximately 1,100 
at 85c. 

Maxine Sullivan-Benny Carter (Graystone B., Detroit, Aug. 12). Band 
and singer pulled disappointing 1,150 at $1 at colored organization spon- 
sored hop. Exploitation was badly handled. 





Rey and King Sisters | 


2.122 at $1.25; Crystal Beach, Ont., Can. (11), Rey, in rain, got fair 1,528 | 


Backed By 


“UNTIL THE REAL THING COMES ALONG” 


DECCA NO. 3958 


Management GALE, INC., 48 W. 48th St., New York 
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Mutual Network Plugs 





The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not 


confined to WOR, New York release 
also includes the entire MBS chain. 


for Mutual Broadcasting System, but 


Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning Aug. 11 (Monday) and ending Aug. 17 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to | 





Asked for It 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Lyle Morain led with his chin 
when he wrote the song ‘I've 
Been Drafted.’ 
He is. 

















2 a.m. based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 9 

Service and the MBS logs. = A 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 

Ce ee OS ac cease cbs 64 ehs bn bean eeepes eR ick scenes 42 

Kiss the Boys Goodbye-—*Kiss Boys Goodbye were 25 

Aurora ales a Weenie ataieliue a aka e's veveee cea ROBB oscscoes 22 N ET $383, 59 | 

Ry eee tar orange rt eee 20 

CN Ge ero a ee ae er ee ee Republic ...ecse-e 19 ee 3: 

ee Se ED Ge ckckckews bac sw esas a0 eC b eS BRODICO we cceses —— ‘ 

ne errr eet eer ee | 1 aE eters ee: Decca Records’ net income for the 

ee Bad iered 0.0% (25.0482 Rican Campbell ...scss 17 |six months ending June 30 past 

Love Me a Little Little................ cpeiCakee sie Mayfair .......- 15|amounted to $383,591 after all 

ee Pe ARS 15 |charges, including normal Federal 

You Started Something—*Moon Over Miami. ST eee - 15) income tax, but before excess profits 

2 ees ge Sewii Kes se MEE Sicecneace 14 | tax. That is more than double the 

ia Sk. Oak ame kieaih he e4 ey ee 14 income of the company for the com- 

Don’t Take Your Love from Me.... .Witmark ....... 13 | parable period of 1940, when Decca’'s 

TM oi oo. oo newapeee ans weeeee SCNUMANN «2.00. 12 |profit was figured at $170,571 after 

EEN IT ree re ee errs etre Tree Rayeee .... ccc 12 |similar deductions. This year’s net 

CE EO OT eee Per ee Tee ere 12 \is equivalent to $1.02 a share, as 

TE ing Saldana sc celeee tnak i 4 ere 12 |compared to 45'sc per share in the 

Don’t Want to Set World on Fire.. ee - 11 /}first half of last year. 

Guess I'll Have to Dream Rest..... ~~ Saree 11 Decca’s earnings for all of 1940, 

EN a cic ctnnecuneeohendsh ethan Senas ees mwkE Melody Lane .... 11 |after all charges; totaled $433,713, 

Se ee ee ..Paramount ..... 10}equal to $1.15 a share on all stock. 

ee “= rere = 

TOTES COTO ES TOCT ET thine ecae ,oouthern ....... 

RIOT IN 5 re a ag te 5 hie oar parol PE ain cesnvae 10 PUBS PLUGGERS TALK 

BE BED THUG. 2c cc ccccccnccccsecerscegrcccvemscrsveeece MINS wcccccccecs 10 ? 

Never Let Day Pass By—*Kiss Boys Goodbye......Famous ........ 10 EXTENSION IN SEPT 

Rancho Pillow ..... RSS RAED AEN OR So O10 ES sd vdawns . Keessaaas 10 ‘ 


*Filmusical excerpt. 





Little Chance of ASCAP Action on 
Fla. Law Till Radio Situation Clears 


4 


While on a visit to New York 
last week, Thomas Watson, attorney- 
general for Florida, spoke to coun- 
sel for the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers 
about formulating some basis for the 
use of ASCAP music in the state 
pending a repeal of the anti-ASCAP 
statute. It was indicated that 
ASCAP lawyers would not have the 
time to draw up the requested 
memorandun, if at all, until the set- 
tlement with the networks is en- 
tirely out of the way. 

The law as it now stands in 
Florida does not apply to theatres. 
The latter can obtain their licenses 
direct from ASCAP, but broadcast- 
ers, hotels. taverns and dancehalls 
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N. Y. Cowboys 


Continued from page 3=eee 














urally watch with interest your fre- 
quent portrayals of taxicab drivers. 

‘Unfortunately, these characteri- 
zations usually portray taxicab driv- 
ers as rough, uncouth, unscrupulous 
individuals who drive without re- 
gard for the life and limb of their 
passengers or themselves. The influ- 
ence of the movies is so great that 
this usually has a profound effect 
upon moviegoers, | 

‘For your information, every taxi- 
cab driver in New York is carefully 
| investigated by our very efficient 
Hack Bureau—is fingerprinted—all 
past activities checked—must be of 
good, moral character. As a result, 





must go to state authorities for their 
performing rights. ASCAP could 
advise its members that it has with- 
drawn its licensing connections in 
Florida and that the members were 
free to bring their individual in- 
fringement suits against Florida 
users, but the Society has elected 
to wait and see what sort of op- 
erative agreement it could work out 
with the state’s attorney-general. 
There has been a suggestion that 
ASCAP join the attorney-general of 
the state in testing the Florida law 
in the local courts, but the disposi- 
tion of the Society is entirely against 
any such course. It is reported that 
union musicians and hotel operators 
in Florida are strongly opposed to 
enforcement of the statute, and 
ASCAP feels that it’s up to the state 
authorities to find their own way out 
of the dilemma. Only type of users 
urging a two-year trial of the law 
are the Florida broadcasters, and 
the Florida attorney-general is 
faced with the task of bringing this 


group into line, or else take a chance | 


on the chaos which ASCAP predicts 
will ensue from enforcement of the 
law. 


we believe the New York cab driver 


las fine and careful a chauffeur ,as | 


|can be found anywhere. 


| ‘Furthermore, the New York cab 
| driver has proved his courage and 
|worth as a citizen by his frequent 
|cooperation with the Police Dept. in 
the apprehension of criminals an 
;prevention of crime. 


| ‘Inasmuch as these men depend 
| upon the public for their very live- 
|lihoods, it is important to think that 
|the public have a good opinion of 
ithem, and we hope that in the future 
lyour characterizations of taxicab 
|drivers will appear more closely to 
reality.’ 





From Drummer to Mgr. 
Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 
Jimmy Tyson, drummer, has left 
| Joey Kearns’ WCAU house band to 


|open a band and 
| office. 

Tyson will continue as manager of 
Kearns’ crew, and in addition will 
handle Gil Fitch’s orchestra 
‘Sonny Saunders, local radio singer. 
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a tune out of the world ! 


“SING ALOVE SONG” 
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Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation and the New York Music 
Publishers Contactmen’s Union will 
probably open. discussions next 
month for a renewal of their con- 
tract. The present agreement ex- 
pires Dec. 11, but provision was 
made in the original contract for 
starting renewal conferences three 
months in advance. 

The contract now in effect is for 
two years and was made shortly 
after the union came into existence. 
The professional end of the business 
is 100% unionized. 





SWEET SALVOS 


Greeting Records 

Schrafft’s 

RCA Victor has just waxed the 
first of a group of recordings which 
will be sold commercially by 
Schrafft Candy Co. Recordings will 
be in the form of a congratulatory 
message for birthdays, etc. 

Brad Reynoids, tenor, made the 
first group which included ‘Beautiful 
Dreamer’ and ‘Congratulations.’ Re- 
cordings will be released Oct. 15. 


Victor’s For 




















Band Reviews 


tt  ontinued from page 37 


Pier having dropped its WLW-NBC 
wire for this engagement. Poten- 
tially the crew is a comer; as is, all 
the boys, averaging but 20 years old, 
need experience. Two faults are 
obvious: Too many soloists and not 
enough team work, and tempos de- 
signed for listening, not dancing. 
Both are more apparent on slow 
tunes. But the band shows flashes 
of class even after but a week’s 
work, with the rough spots in the 
process of being ironed out. 
Instrumentation calls for five reeds, 
five brass (three trumpets and two 
trombones) and four rhythm. Brass 
section stands out, with first trum- 
peter, Billy Oblak, 17-year-old-kid, 

















talent booking | 


and | Allen is as 


particularly good. Rhythm is solid, 
| with Hal Mooney, also a Kemp 
alumnus, as a steadying influence at 
| the keyboard. Specials are used ex- 
| clusively, with Mooney, tenor Dean 
| Howard, trumpeter Ken 
and guitarist Al Hoersch arranging. 
ever the personality 
kid, pipes plenty okay, still drawing 

the fems to the bandstand like a 
| magnet. What with his vocals and 
| a generous supply of hokum to aug- 
} ment the dansapation, the orchestra 
|is keeping the customers 
| back for more, doing an above par 
biz. Maestro wisely features many 
of his w.k. numbers, selling nicely on 
‘Lamplight,’ ‘Sometimes I’m Happy’ 
and ‘Stardust,’ and singing just 
enough, no more. 

Other singers include tenor sax 
Paul Gordon (Bordonaro), vocally a 
dead ringer for Muzzy Marcellino, 
and Ken Williams. Top requests are 
for ‘Buckeye Bounce,’ an original by 
arranger Howard, and Allen’s ‘ ‘Til 
Reveille.’ Sans. 

















Dmitri Tiomkin composing and 
conducting the score for ‘Scatter- 
good Meets Broadway’ at RKO. 

Mrs. John G. Paine, wife of the 
general manager of ASCAP, who 
paints under the name of Rhea L. 
Paine, is exhibiting eight. paintings 
this week at the Silvermine Guild, 
at Silvermine, Conn. 





Williams | 


coming | 


NBC-CBS Plugs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York oxt- 
lets covers the week beginning Aug. 11 (Monday) and ending Aug. 17 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 
nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the ( 





of New York. y 
PUB- 

TITLE LISHER TOTAL 
sh bGbin 046056 026e0d6ins)epsccebedieaes Southern ....... 43 
i Mi pieet eu ckoekh stb esdeenend &camaae ckbbeduan Willson ...... 37 
0 ery ee ey eee ree Republic ....... 31 
gd wie cba aheigg Wie kuld RS @ls welaw es Wakaared Melody Lane... 31 
eerie BE BO TOUTE ous ccc co vcceccccvosseccosen Regent ....... .. 29 
ee ONO, SOOT ii ccs a hin 04 deidbeeuens vkesnesenat ane Campbell ......, 28 
NS Sie ar 4k a's beak oo Wie halaleca 6 dae 0 ea es arden Marks ..... 26 
| EER Seta oh ge ao ie nen mL ee eyay ol” Southern ....... 24 
NE RS Ren ce en ames De one ee ee Schumann ...... 24 
re ko Ga sie nk xa 40k cn aa maha eh ee Paes Schuberth ...... 24 
a a es ie a kin wartaneren Southern ......., 23 
Ne ee easelaiere BA Campbell ...... 22 
Se ee oe oe Cicig te igw see %e ad enbee dls are 7 
Booglie Wooglie Piggy.............. i eaeea as sieeaa ae Mutual ...... 20 
Guess I'll Have to Dream Rest.:...............000- ae 20 
RN SOI 6 ae cov kessaceons ve mistue ae otwenaes Mae Seta ais x dan 20 
Se aoe eee ed ae ne ee eA Musicana ....... 20 
eee PE OF PUNE bobo wk oS ce dieee ReeeSbasewece a 19 
I se ie. cara c's. os ORR COR OLETS Soe ese LekaRT Beacon ..... 17 
oe see ole a ete fiir gh tad « ig titan pitane Embassy ..... 17 
ee rr a eG wls paidw es oe See bed beeeketen re 14 
CNN a Sit nh a Os weeds e wen ea th emnaoe neue Kaycee ......... 14 
Se ee NUD 5 do. 0's wb whe-0b sae te wee en eesnn Warren ......... 13 
ee ass vies 0 0d e'400ko0aehdb eeesensaeen Southern 13 
I eg eS oa Sn i gle». gp Suen |. 12 
Owen OE POPU COMPGTINA, 6. 5.6 coos ve ctclcereocceceees PD Sheversess 12 
Pe ME WE BOONE boi inp vovnearccsdceeevececesens Feewent 2.....ccsc 12 
Ia tr eS a CHa ui BEAMS NEMS SRR OS a ae 11 
NT EE amc ge a a Pe Pe Pea Levison ...... « 3 
ie nee he be. Gk kad wee ew ere bees Republic ........ 11 
NS PEELE Pe ORC TET TTT RR CTT eT ee 10 
B POUNe Wee Wi THO TRAIN... oinccd cc sc dswccccviecds cas Porgie ........ 10 
Wot APO Me GiuetUNe. onc cc cece coco cnsbevcacvceseas Southern ........ 10 
ne CI I 5 as ey ab oc paw eeeew eee ee 10 








10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 











| 





s . { Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
1. Maria Elena (8) Southern ~~ r Tony Pastor........Bluebird 
1. Green Eyes (7) Southern......... scoee Cm Dersey........Decca 
. ¢ (Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

P ) 2 > : 
3. Daddy (11) Republic........ ‘****) Andrews Sisters. Decca 
= ' . a il { Dick Robertson.......Decca 
4. Goodbye Dear Be Back Year (6) C.toC.. ) Horace Heidt...... aieeeiiein 
sal a . " {Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca 
> Re GG Prager th) Sve ** ) Charles Spivak ....... Okeh 
6. Yes Indeed (3) Embassy.......... .eeoe TOMmmy Dorsey....... Victor 
nS { Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
7, Yours (5) anion PeGtewhesevetciaes ‘** ) Vaughn Monroe... .-Bluebird 
ten ee ; oii ae } Tommy Dorsey........ Victor 
8. Kiss Boys Goodbye (3) Famous.. ‘> ) Tommy Tucker * ok 
. Things wove (: ., { Jimmy Dorsey... .... Decca 
9. Things I Love (3) Campbell ‘** ) Barry Wood ......... Victor 
. : . i eed wall — { Bing Crosby ee Fs | 
10. Goodbye Little Darlin’ (2)T. B. Harms... (Gene Autry .......... Okeh 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 
(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
in demand on the coin machines.) 


{Tommy Dorsey Victor 


Guess I'll Have t s +k : “. 
wae Em anes: Se. Cranes Rest Citeck) ) Glenn Miller. ..7... Bluebird 


eee ee 


Don’t Cry Cherie (Shapiro)................ ) Glenn Miller. ..... -Bluebird 
) Sammy Kaye........ Victor 
"Til Reveille (Melody i >)... { Bing Crosby. ees .. Decca 
MODY LBNE) 4.0.0.0 se snrces ci ew 4! ere Columbia 
Yo AT { Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
Re DCRR a ois knicks Kaa aeDeS ) Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
Sout f . ae ae — { Dick Robertson........Decca 
outh of North Carolina (Porgie).......... ) Gene Krupa ..... Okeh 
Peaceful in Country (Regent).............. j CRarlie Spivak ..... -Okeh 
. | Harry James ..... Columbia 
. . : Jimmy Dorsey....... Decca 

When Sun Comes Out (BVC)...... ‘ ) . er 
ws ) Charlie Spivak Okeh 


Mellin Replaces Lee As 
| Chi Southern Music Head 


chi °| Chicago, Aug. 19. 
aueti §6Boal »L1i “5 s chief <« 
of the new LaSalle music office here. | a meanin ee me 
| the Southern Music office here. 

Other plugger personnel changes ve 
bring Paul Salvatore in as local rep Replaces Harold Lee, who shifts 
of the Melody Lane Music firm, re- | CY®? 8S Manager of the Robbins 
placing Oakley Haldeman, who has office. 
been sent to the Coast office. 


Lutz Heads LaSalle 
"eke, Aug. 19. 
Max Lutz has been named 








Herman Ruby and Roy Webb 
wrote the title song for ‘Parachute 
Battalion’ at RKO. 


Leeds Music has taken ‘Nakoma,’ 
written by bandleader Dick Rogers. 














NEWS WEEK, Says:— 


“Analysts of popular music say the next inane 
novelty song to sweep the country will be a 
ditty entitled 


‘’M A LITTLE TEAPOT’ ”’ 


ADVSNCE COPIES NOW AVAILABLE 
KELMAN MUSIC CORP., 1674 Broadway, N.Y.C. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 16, 1941) 





You and I $59-060666506606006600406000800600000660600000 
Yours ... ECT TCT CTT TTT TOT TT eee 
Things 1 TOV sessccceccscceses cee ccccccovecccccevcceee Campbell é 
Daddy ..... POC oe oercccccccscccccccocaceoossceeocecccs MEDUDHC 
Maria Elena eC occcccccccceccceccoceocccces SOULNErN 
Oe DOWNED 644.0000 000640600004 ceecccccccccecccccscsens Melody Lane 
I Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest......ccccccccssceee BOCK 
Intermezzo ........ oceccceseocecescoeces BORUDETED 
SS 24.505 ce abee theo 600 s6a0es0ensesddiecscak ee 
Bo 8 8 Gg gk ery rrr Ce ee 

Wise CHOMIOIIG: csccccescccoce occcccccccceccccccocces sc MMCOre 
Green Eyes we ecccccccccccocccoccc cs OUtNerN 
*"Kiss Boys Goodbye (‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’).......eee++-Famous 
Apple Blossom Time........cccccccscccccccccccsccccess Broadway 
Don’t Cry, Cherie COcccrececccecccccccccccocccccecoocces SNapITO 


ae eeeeeereeee 


eeeeeee eee eeeee 


eeeee 7 eeeeeeereene 





*Filmusical. 


Push NBC-ASCAP Pacts to Affiliates; 
Web Expects Music on Air Sept. | 


Meredith Willson to Wax 
Second Album for Decca 








Attorneys for the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers and NBC were trying 
yesterday (Tuesday) to polish off the 
various contracts involved in their 
new licensing agreement so that the 
forms could go out in the mail to 
affiliated stations by tomorrow 
(Thursday), or the next day. The 
network figures that the matter of 
ratification can be moved along at 
such a pace that the ASCAP reper- 
toire should be resumed on NBC 
facilities by Sept. 1. 

Meanwhile, it will be necessary 
for the ASCAP board of directors 
to give formal approval to the final 
contract forms. Meeting for this 
purpose will be called immedi- | 
ately after Herman Finkelstein, the 
ASPAP lawyer who has been work- 
ing on the contracts’ verbiage, and 
David Podell, special ASCAP coun- 
sel, notify the Society that every- | 


ae . ie from the Independ- | Reg Connelly Virtually 
ent Radio Network Affiliates urg- Marconed in Bermuda: 
Waits Berth to London 


ing acceptance of the NBC deal al- 
ready in the mail, it is expected that 

Reg Connelly, the British music 
publisher, now partnered with Irwin 





Meredith Willson is readying to 
record another album for Decca, on 
the heels of his ‘American Music’ 
galaxy. This will feature the Max- 
well House Coffee maestro’s ‘chiffon 
music,’ and will include mostly orig- 
inal works. 


Among these will be ‘Thoughts 
While Strolling’ and the ‘O. O. Mc- 
Intyre Suite,’ plus possibly sym- 
phonic arrangements of ‘You and I,’ 
current No. 1 best seller which Will- 
son authored, composed and is cur- 
rently publishing; also ‘Two in 
Love,’ his newest, and sequel to 
‘You and I.’ 








similar approval will be given the 
argument by the executive commit- 
tee of the National Association of 
Broadcasters. If NBC’s resumption 
of ASCAP music is deferred until 








after Sept. 1, it will be to give CBS| Dash in an American firm as well, 
a chance to signature the same|iS more or less marooned in Ber- 
agreement and get the repertoire on | muda, awaiting a Lisbon priority. 
its own facilities at the same time. It} While Connelly has his family in 


is understood that George Washing- | Bermuda, whom he has been visit- 


ton Hill. head of the American] ing off and on since they evacuated 
Tobacco Co., has issued orders that| London last year, he has _ been 
the arrangers on the Lucky Strike | 4nxlous to return. 

Hit Parade (CBS) be assigned im-!| Among other things, Connelly’s | 
mediately to the preparation of new | firm in London, Campbell-Connelly 


ASCAP numbers, so that such tunes 
can go into the program as soon as} En 
the network gives the green light. 


gland, 


less con- 
head of the firm 


is more o1 
the 


and it 


ditional that 


eae be on the scene to properly admin- 

ister the BMI music abroad 
CAMPBELL HEADS NEW | Unofficially, it is reported that the 
| British authorities are not anxious 
C0. RICHMOND BACKING to have people like Connelly back 
a in England, since their activities, in- 
—— |cluding the dollar exchange, make 


Larry Richmond, of Music Dealers 
Service, has formed Jimmy Camp-| 
bell Publications, Inc., with the ex- 
London publisher to run it. Mean- | 
time, Campbell is concentrating on 
*You and I,’ Meredith Willson’s self- 
published song which has hit over 
100,000 copies. 

Since leaving London Music Corp., 


try. They’re over activ 
and aren’t needed for 
emergency. 


More Double-Talk 


e-service age 
any national 





which the Lombardos formed for] There'll be more tongue-twisting 
Campbell to operate, he has been | }jyrics on the type of ‘Hut-Sut’ soon 
with Willson. The Maxwell House| Glenn Miller has bought a_ tune 
Coffee maestro, currentiy in New| called ‘Zahofazof’ from bandleader | 


York on a holiday, is selling through 
MDS, which thus brought young 
Richmond and Campbell together in| His Mutual Music Society firm fs 
their own publishing venture. ‘Sum- | publishing. 

mer Sweetheart, by Joe Gilbert, Lon- | 

don songwriter-publisher, now in 
New York and unable to return to | Dave Oppenheim and Roy Ingram 
England, is Campbell Co.’s first pub- | cleffed ‘Painting the One I Love,’ to 
lication. | be published by Irving Mills. 


Dick Satterfield. 


It’s to be recorded 
i 
by Miller. 





Co., Ltd., has the BMI catalog for | 


them more valuable out of the coun- |} 





PHILLY PLUGGERS WILL 
GET BETTER AIR BREAK 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 

Philly songpluggers who have suf- 
fered from a wire famine will have 
two outlets soon to ballyhoo their 
wares, 

Henry Disson, local dance pro- 
moter, is converting the old Village 
Barn in West Philly into a ballroom 
which will use a different name band 
each week. The spot, to be known 
as ‘The Band Wagon,’ is near the 
campus of the U. of Pennsylvania 
and Drexey Institute. Disson ex- 
pects to get at least one network 
wire, 

Clyde Lucas returns to the band- 
stand of the Benjamin Franklin ho- 
tel’s Rainbow Terrace in the fall. 
The hotel management is dickering 
fur a major network wire. 


Hot Contest For 
Pop Writer Post 
On ASCAP Board 











Only spot on the ASCAP board of 
directors for which the current 
balloting has produced any spirited 
electioneering is that of new pop- 
ular writer representative. There 
have been indications already of a 
sharp split between the New York 
and the Hollywood writers on the 
choice of a candidate for this niche. 
The New Yorkers are expected to 
vote for Stanley Adams, while the 
Hollywoodites will cast their ballots 
intact for L. Wolfe Gilbert. 

When the question came up sev- 
eral weeks ago of ‘including west 
coast residents among the nominees 
for the board, the incumbent direc- 
torate made it clear that whoever 
was elected would not have his ex- 
penses paid for attendance at board 
meetings in the east. 
| issue, the board refused to ease up 
lon the bylaw which holds that a 
directorship may be declared vacant 
if there two consecutive 
sences from regular monthly meet- 
ings. 
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ASCAP’s 2d Quarter 
| Royalties From Decca 
Only 10%, Less Than Ist 


| 
| 
| 


lishers affiliated with ASCAP will 
| receive from Decca Record Co. for 
| the second quarter of 1941 will be 


| but 10% less than what they col- 
} lected for the first quarter of this 
| year. The margin is regarded «in the 


itrade as surprisingly small, consid- 
jering the limited amount of new ma- 


terial that has been made available 
from ASCAP sources since last De- 
cember. 

What has helped to boost the rev 
enue of ASCAP publishers from 
| Decca has been that label’s heavy 


}production of albums in which stand- 
lard tunes figure in a big 

Victor Columbia 
| work affiliates, drew 
| BMI—affiliated pop excerpts, hence 
\the ASCAP publishers income was 
down considerably. 
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|ASCAP music for advertisers desig- | 


Total amount of royalties that pub- | 


IRNA COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN URGE 
AFFILIATES TO OK NBC-ASCAP DEAL 





Rosenbaum and Morency 


Agreement 


List 10 ‘Advantages’ and 


Few Disadvantages—Consider It ‘A Very Fair’ 





Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 
Members of the Independent Ra- 
dio Network Affiliates were urged 
today (Tuesday) to approve ‘in prin- 
ciple’ the deal which NBC has en- 





{tered into with the American So- 


;ciety of Composers, Authors and 
| Publishers. The recommendation 
was contained in a letter to IRNA 
members by Samuel R. Rosenbaum, 
IRNA chairman, and Paul W. Mo- 
rency, vice-chairman, both of whom 
represented the affiliates on the 
NBC negotiating committee. The let- 
ter urged that affiliates also ap- 
prove the reimbursement provision 
of the network contract, subject to 
final examination of the contract 
forms as received by the stations. 


The letter advises the IRNAites 
that Rosenbaum and Morency have 
made no commitments or represen- 
tations which compel the affiliates 
to take the contract, but that in the 
opinion of IRNA’s executive com- 
mittee the deal was the best that 
could be made without a ‘strong 
likelihood of breaking up ASCAP’ 
and that, it said, ‘might result in 
our having to deal with scattered 
groups of composers and publiskers.’ 


The stations were told that it is 
;not possible to make final recom- 
| mendations of the deal until all the 
contract forms had been scrutinized, 
but, states the letter, ‘it is our con- 
| sidered judgment that this is a very 
fair deal and that now is the time 
to settle the copyright differences 
| between network and affiliates so 





} - “ | 
\that ASCAP music can go back on 


ithe air and so that other major prob- 
llems confronting the industry can 
ihave our undivided attention.’ 
‘Advantages’ In Agreement 

The letter lists the following ‘ad- 
vantages’ in the proffered agree- 
ment: 

1. No affiliate is compelled to take 
a local ASCAP license. On commer- 
cial programs the affiliates ned& 
only pay 234% of the share it re- 
ceived on network business. 

2. Any affiliate wishing ASCAP 





i/music can get it on a blanket or per | 


| program basis. 
3. Total cost for ASCAP music on 


a blanket fee basis would average 
under 3%. 

| 4, No minimum guarantees need 
be made if station wishes to play 


nating it. 
| 5. No penalty for stations waiting 


juntil later before taking an ASCAP 
| license. 

6. Deal is for full nine years and 
}with renewal provision for nine 


|'more if ASCAP gets renewals ‘from 
its members. 

7. Terms for every affiliate are 
identical. There are no longer any 
special newspaper deals. 

8. NBC has given assurance 
}it will continue to support BMI 
9. The aggregate cost of 


that 


both 


;ASCAP and BMI will be less than 
14% for most affiliates. (The actual 
fees are 2%,% for ASCAP and 14% 
for BMI.) 

10. Broadcasters have the right to 
cancel if there’s a substantial reduce 
tion in the ASCAP repertoire. 


Answer Own Arguments 


The IRNA officials then listed the 
following ‘objections’ to the ASCAP 
pact—and their answers: 

1. Why should we make any 
deal with ASCAP at all? Who 
says we need. ASCAP? If the 
network wants ASCAP musie, 
why doesn’t the network pay for 
it and let us alone? 

Ans. We must continuously 
improve our programs and the 
ASCAP repertoire will help us 
do that. Some of the large na- 
tional advertisers who have co- 
operated with us for the past 
eight months are now becoming 
restless. 

They are saying to network 
executives: ‘We have cooperated 
with you when the demands 
were unreasonable, but now that 
you can make a fair deal we ex- 
pect you to make it and not 
hold out simply because you 
seem to be getting along fairly 
well with the music now avail- 
able. 

Praise BMI 


The IRNA letter praised the ag- 
|complishments of BMI, stating: “The 
\fact it has enabled us to keep mu- 
sic on the air at all is a miracle of 
accomplishment. It is not reason- 
able to expect that in one year of 
experience BMI could accumulate a 
catalog sufficient to supplant the 
ASCAP library accumulated over 
more than 50 years.’ 





To stations which take the posi- 
tion that the question was strictly 
up to the networks, the letter stated: 
‘These stations are only trying: to 
hitch-hike a free ride. With ASCAP 
on the networks, many stations will 
eventually find that listeners inter- 
est will require them to add ASCAP 
|music to their local program ‘serv- 
ice. Furthermore, the problem of 
avoiding ASCAP-controlled phono- 
graph records will increase because 
' there will be an increase in ASCAP 
itunes recorded.’ 

The IRNA execs also pointed out 
| that closing a deal with ASCAP at 
this time would ‘avoid the damage 
lthat would be caused by any other 
‘course to our public and govern- 
mental relations at a time when we 
lare being attacked on several quar- 
ters.’ 

| The letter asserted that for most 
| stations the blanket fee basis would 
be more practical and economic than 
a per program setup, and pointed 
| out that NBC’s deal was more favore 
able than that made with ASCAP by 
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IT’S TERRIFIC ! 


“| DON’T WANT TO SET 


THE WORLD ON FIRE” 
HORACE HEIDT’S RECORD 


COLUMBIA 36295 
TOMMY TUCKER and CHARIOTEERS 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, Inc., 1585 Broadway, New York 


OKEH 6332 
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Recorded from A to Z! 
ANDREWS SISTERS 
DECCA 3960 


WILL BRADLEY 


COLUMBIA 36231 


LES BROWN 


OKEH 6085 


UNA MAE CARLISLE 


BLUEBIRD 11181 
JOHNNY LONG 

DECCA 3905 
GLENN MILLER 


BLUEBIRD 11163 





BIGGER AND BIGGER EVERY DAY!! 


THE BOOGLIE WOOGLIE PIGGY 


MUTUAL MUSIC SOCIETY, Inc., 1270 Sixth Ave., NewYork 


LEO TALENT, Vice-Pres. and Gen. Mgr. 
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Cleve. Cafes Hit ‘Misrepresentations 


By Bookers as Injurious to Business 


Cleveland, Aug. .19. 

High-pressure tactics of talent 
bookers are doing more than any- 
thing else in killing Cleveland’s 
night clubs, or their chances to make 
any sort of profit on floor shows, is 
the complaint of several operators 
who have had their fingers badly 
burnt recently. 

Over-selling acts, misrepresenting 
them and over-loading them with at- 


tractions too costly for the house's, 


nut—these are some of the kicks cafe 
proprietors have against the talent 
peddlers. 

Trouble lies in the ironic fact that 
most of the operators know the 
likker and restaurant biz from A to 
Z, but admit they are not show- 
men. As a result, they have to de- 
pend nearly entirely on the the- 


atrical acumen of half a dozen lo- | 
town ! 


cal bookers Who have the \ 
sewed up. Latter have, according 
to complaints, been taking advan- 


tage of the situation and gullibility | 


of their accounts lately by sliding 
in a lot of highly over-rated, or un- 
suitable acts, dodging responsibility 
with glib alibis for poor business. 


LA CONGA, N.Y., OWES 





$42,190; ASSETS 146 





La Cabana, Inc., operating La 
Conga night club and cabaret at 209 
West 5lst street, N. Y., filed its 
bankruptcy schedules in N. Y. Fed- 


eral court Monday (18), showing as- | 


sets of $14,332 and liabilities of $42,- 
190. Milton Rubin, v.p. filing for the 
cabaret, showing liabilities of $22,797 
in unsecured debts, $5,508 in taxes 
owed to the U. S., $4,332 in taxes 
owed state and city governments, 


$2,991 owed in wages, and $6,561 in | 


secured debts. 

Among some of the _ theatrical 
creditors are Della Norella, $66; 
Beatrice & Cappella, $162; Lou and 
Jay Seiler, $228; Noro Morales or- 
chestra, $87; AFM, $1,377; ASCAP, 
$600; Irving Zussman, assistant man- 
ager, $2,100, and Milton Rubin, as- 
sistant manager, $2,100. 

Assets consist of liquor, murals, 
machinery and an air-conditioning 
unit. 


Linda Preston Mends 
After Serious Car Crash 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Seriously injured in an auto crash 
last week, Linda Preston, singer and 
entertainer, has been pronounced on 
the road to recovery in the Hillside 
Hospital, Belvedere, Ill. Complica- 





tions set in following the accident, | 
which nearly led to a leg amputa- 


tion, but physicians have announced 
that Miss Preston is past the danger 
line. 

Singer recently appeared in a 
vaudeville act with Gene Sheldon, 
and prior to that was employed at 
Harry’s New Yorker in Chi for 
several months. 





Lenetska’s Bkptcy. 


| Harry Lenetska, agent employed 
| by Moe Gale, filed a voluntary peti- 
| tion of bankruptcy in N. Y. federal 
|ecourt yesterday (Tuesday), listing 
| $100 in assets ana $6,160 in liabilities. 
'In 1939, Lenetska earned $5,000 and 
in 1940 he earned $1,200. 

Among creditors are Mervin 
Rosenthal, $2,500, a loan; and Julian 
T. Abeles, $250. 


FRISCO HOTELS 
NEAR STRIKE 











San Francisco, Aug. 19. 
With AFL hotel unions given 
unanimous strike sanction by the 
| Frisco Labor council, hostelries face 
| closing at any moment unless some 
| last-minute settlement is worked out. 
Vince Silk of AGVA has received 
authorization from the international 
| to pull acts working in hotels if the 
| strike is called and the musician’s 
‘union is ready to take similar action 
regarding bands if staffs walk. 
With 67 restaurants still dark, 
‘town is dead and situation is becom- 
ing alarming. 





| 
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GYPSY ROSE LEE SET 


FOR SYRACUSE FAIR 





Syracuse, Aug. 19. 
A George Hamid musical revue, 
| headed by Gypsy Rose Lee, has been 
set for the nine-day New York State 
| Fair, opening here Sunday (24). 
Miss Lee was booked through 
Michael Todd. 


Sherman Books Indpls. 
_ Theatre in Katz Deal 


Harry Katz last week closed the 
deal for the Lyric, Indianapolis, tak- 
ing it over from Charles Olsen, and 
the theatre’s vaude booking switches 
|to Eddie Sherman’s office in N. Y. 
' Sherman also is booking Katz’s split- 
weekers in Akron and Youngstown. 

Plus the Indianapolis house, Sher- 
| man iast week added the Rivoli, To- 

ledo, operated by William Skirball, 
'as a full-week stage show stand. 
| Toledo spot opens with stage shows 
| Sept. 5, while Sherman actually 
won’t put any shows into Indianap- 
olis until Sept. 18, the house having 
| been booked by Olsen up until that 
week, 

Sherman, east with Abbott and 
| Costello, whom he personally man- 
ages, returns to the Coast Aug. 30 to 
|}complete ararngements for the set- 
| ting up of an office in the film capi- 
| tal. 
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ROSE APPEASES MAE 


Partially So—Eliminates Her 
from Diamond Horseshoe Ads 


Or 





mond Horseshoe, N. Y., was tem- 
porarily alleviated Friday (15) when 
the promoter agreed to withdraw his 
use of the former silent film star’s 
name in connection with advertising 
the dance. Actress had filed suit in 
N.Y. supreme court the day previous 
against Rose, Mitzi Haynes and 
Georges Fontana, seeking $150,000 
damages for unauthorized use of the 
dance and misrepresentation. 

Dance was created by Miss Murray 
in 1925 with John Gilbert, in the 
Metro film she alleged, and she per~ 
formed it with Fontana as her part- 
ner at the Diamond Horseshoe from 
March 15-July 23. After she left 
the nitery she claims Rose continued 
to present it, using her name, and 
with Miss Haynes filling her spot. A 
plea for a temporary injunction 
pending trial was denied by Justice 
Denis Callahan. 


HAMID SNAGGED 
ON TALENT DUE 
TO AGVA BAN 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Indications are that George 
Hamid, since having been placed on 








of Variety Artists, is having diffi- 


culty in lining up talent for his 
shows in the east. Hamid got in 
touch with Chicago agents in an 


attempt to round up some talent but 


local agencies. 

Hamid appealed to the Barnes & 
Carruthers office, the Chkarl<; Ze- 
meater agency and to Toby Wells, 
all of whom handle the outdoor 
type of talent primarily. But all 
three refused to negotiate for any 
|transfer of acts to the Hamid ban- 
{ner as long as he is under official 
AGVA ban. 





Nitery Review 











|/RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Fernandes 


with Juanita 


$1 and $2 (Sat.) cover. 


|the Rainbow Room _ which, inci- 
dentally, is doing a booming busi- 
ness, It’s not only the summer tour- 
ists; the natives have suddenly 


sion of the room, to invite this sort 
of custom, undoubtedly has much to 
do with it. For instance, the alter- 
nate dance band for the Latin 
rhythms, heretofore was strictly «4 
‘doubling’ proposition, wherein a 
sub-unit from within the major or- 
chestra did its stuff. Another favor- 
able factor are the shows themselves, 
which are sockier and tend to miti- 
gate the 





ing, formerly soloist with Catharine 
Littlefield’s Philadelphia Ballet and 
the Caravan Ballet. 


at the Rainbow Room with Monna 
Montes. Miss Deering is a youngster, 
in her teens, and a looker, and under 
the dancing master’s tutelage she’s 
destined for the heights in the balle- 
rina school. 

The mind-reading turn is that of 
Rolf Passer, Magyat performer, who 
is known on the Coast, in the mid- 
west and also in Canada. It's his first 
time east. He works with two aides, 
a personable emcee explaining the 
general idea, and a femme assistant 
who is the mental control; i. e., he 
clutches her wrist (she doesn’t cue 
him by hand-squeezing thusly (and 
asks her to concentrate on what went 
on in the room, during Passer's ab- 
sence therefrom. Thus, he goes from 
table-to-table performing the sundry 
bits such as extracting and lighting a 
cigar; waltzing with the maestro to 
‘Three O’Clock in the Morning’; 








Mae Murray’s vexation against | 
Billy Rose’s presentation of the 
‘Merry Widow Waltz’ at his Dia- 


unfair list by the American Guild | 


received a quick turndown by the} 


re-discovered the RR as a ‘smart’ | 
spot although the general progres- | 


POtooe 


The Good Old Days 


9444464444. 

Herewith appears a Variety review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have tn recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume Of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 

(Reprinted from Variety of Aug. 19, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 
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Queues at both boxoffices Monday were informed that only box seats 
and standing room were to be secured, showing that it is just a matter of 
weather at the Palace. The third week in August started off cool as to 
temperature, making it perfect for theatres. The new orchestra looked 
augmented over that of last week, with several lady players. One played 
a violin and two more were handling brasses and getting results equai to 
male musicians. Only once did the orchestra straggle and it was of no 
importance. Cues were perfectly handled. 


Valeska Suratt, the headliner, with Jack Allman leading the support in 
‘Jade,’ pulled an exceptional gathering of regulars in for a peek. Closing 
intermission it supplied the lobby critics with free opportunity to express 
opinions, and they did. The act mustered scattered and feeble applause. 

‘Jade’ is glittering. That about lets it out. But doubled with the Suratt 
name it probably means a route. Constructively it is rankly amateurish. 
The crude attempts to infuse comedy lines into what may have been a 
dramatic try make it worse, for laughter is an unknown quantity. ‘Forty- 
second street and Broadway’ is mentioned no less than three times, which 
may mean a boost or a knock for that famous corner. The act ran 20 
minutes, showing that seven minutes had been cut from the first showing 
at Brighton last week. If ‘Jade’ is to be whipped into something worthy, 
there is still much cutting to be done. Miss Suratt has a line describing 
herself as ‘140 pounds of American femininity.’ If she desires to make 
audiences believe that, her first costume should go out, for in it she looked 
20 pounds or more over the weight. Both of the other costumes looked 
excellent. Allman’s song was needed for the set changes, though his solo 
attempt Monday sounded away off form. The settings and general dress- 
ing afe the two bright spots in Miss Suratt’s playlet. 


Of the eight acts making up the show, Gladys Clark and Henry Berg- 
man and Gallagher and Shean, appearing in the order named after inter- 
mission, were the evening’s successes. Miss Clark was forced to with- 
draw from the stage last spring through an ankle injury, Bergman going 
it alone for a time. She still favors the hurt, trying no dancing. In rou- 
tine the act is not much changed over last season, but it has been bright- 
ened. Bergman is chattering and singing snatches of melodies to the 
dancing of the Crisp Sisters and it adds much to the girls’ part. Again 
with a box plant, afterward mentioned as Mr. Landau, Bergman lifted 
the act with his chatter. The pair talked in what they believed was 
Swedish dialect, but it melted into ‘Dutch.’ Bergman’s line, ‘Take it easy, 
Winnie’ (one of the Crisps) was made a tag line. Miss Clark looked well 
and was in good vocal trim. 


The billing ‘Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Shean’ will become standard for the 
team, it being taken from their song of that name that is regarded as one 
of the best lyrics sprung in a flock of seasons. The number was surefire. 
Verses started by Shean’s funny little ‘Mr. Gallagher’ always wrung so 
hearty a laugh that there was a forced’ pause before the players continued, 
The reunited team is good for indefinite bookings. An interesting angle 
of the comeback is the value of Shean’s modified Dutch dialect. It sounded 
funny, aS always, showing the matter of dialects is impersonal and is 
really a woven bit of the American comedy style. 

D. D. H. went over for the hit of the early part, appearing fourth. The 
encyclopedia ‘salesman’ tarried for 22 minutes, including a tiny speech, in 
which ke said this was his initial Palace showing. His sallies of a pro- 
fessional nature drew the biggest laughs—the line that putting on the Ritz 





Ozzie Caswell orchestra (15), Jose| No, 3 for a 

Deering, | 
Rolf Passer (3), Laura Deane Dutton, | 
Clemente band (6) with Dacita, Dr. | 
Sydney Ross; $2.50 dinner minimum, | 


Plenty of show this semester at | 





was a three-a-day turn getting a showing at the Royal. ‘I'll get you the 
last half,’ being described as a bit of bunk, also landed on fertile ground. 

William Brack & Co. have a new opening, the scene showing the men 
as artists. This dab of ‘dressing’ the turn resulted in it getting spotted 
fine score. The acrobatic routine appears about the same, but 
given the chance the act looked its best, with the pedal jugglery the 
scoring feature. 

Ed Furman and Bill Nash delivered a well rewarded No. 2. Several 
| fresh songs won attention. The punch came with a medley duet, the special 
| lyric being along parody lines. That earned the team an encore hit. 

The first-nighters liked their Scotch for sure, most remaining throughs 
| out Jack Wyatt and his Scotch Lads and Lassies, who closed the show. 
|The bagpipe band with all the girls participating made quite a showing. 
Villa and Pancho (New Acts) supplied a strong opening. Bell. 





mopping another’s face; and finally 
finding a hidden needle, placed in 
any spot by a patron. Passer is ac- 
companied out of the room by an- 
other customer, as the convincer that 
no mike transmissions cue the tele- 
pathist what is what. 


Jack Marshall H.O. 
San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

Jack Marshall, booked into the 

Club Moderne with Gertrude Niesen, 

is being held over for an additional 





> ‘starchy’ feeling of the 
| swank, 65-story nitery. 

The current blend runs the gamut 
from smart ballet dancing to scat- 
Singing, with mental telepathy in | 
between. 

Jose Fernandes, foremost inter- 


preter of the classic dances of Spain, | 
has a new partner in Juanita Deer- | 


Fernandes } 
clicked last vear when he debuted | 


| 


Laura Deane Dutton is the hotcha 
songstress, a competent vocalist, 
looking well and singing ditto, more 


four weeks to head the new show 


D Kk featuring the Tanner Sisters, arriv- 
than offsetting her obvious debut | ing vi ar: 

- i a Paramo y r 
night nervousness. She’s the regular |. . ; oe -_ — vetted ee 
vocalist with the new Ozzie Caswell | just finished a bit in ‘Louisiana Pur- 
band but, per custom, she gets the | chase.’ 

| entr’acte spot. Her forte are musi-| c. : 
comedy excerpts like Cole Porter | Sam Rosey booking. 


| medleys, etc., and she shapes up| = —< 
very effectively for any class or mass 


mas — 


ARRES 


HELD OVER 


FOR NEW SHOW 
ROXY, NEW YORK 

















; Clemente’s rhumbaists hold over 
but this time Dacita, a former dan- 
cer, is at the helm in place of Mayla. 
| She’s a sleek Latin type, handling | 
the maracas and vocalizing effec- 
tively. The Caswell combo is like- 
wise solid. Maestro is a competent 
arranger and, while new as a band- 
master, he dishes up a neat blend of 
dansapation. Dr. Sydney Ross, one 
of the better table-workers with 
magico, continues his stock engage- 
ment like ‘Tobacco Road,’ and de- 
servedly so. Doubling from the 
Rainbow Grill is Harris Ashburn, 
of the dancing Ashburns, who show- 











manly interprets the poetic motifs of Per. Dir.: 
Jose Fernandes-Juanita Deering’s SAM RAUCH 
tiptop terpsichore. Abel. —— x 
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GRADUATED! 


—from a LINE at Harry’s New Yorker, Chi 
—to an ACT at Hurricane, NYC 
-—to the FEATURE at Villa Moderne, Chi 


WINNIE HOVELER’S 


Dancing Darlings and Aerial Ballet 









































Wednesday, August 20, 1941 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 11 





CONCLAVES UP T 





Joe E. Brown Faces SAG Discipline, 


Due to AGVA ‘Free Show’ Violation 


+. 








San Francisco, Aug. 19. 


Joe E. Brown faces possible dis- 
ciplinary action from the Screen 
Actors Guild, it’s understood locally, 
as result of his well-meaning efforts 
to promote a free show for draftees 
at Fort Ord. Edward Arnold, in 
town at the time, contacted Brown 
personally after Vince Silk, local 
AGVA secretary, refused to clear 
acts for the program at the army 
camp (11). 

Inasmuch as the Chronicle had 
undertaken sponsorship, it was too 
late to back out, with result that 
the daily furnished transportation 
and the Army paid AGVA mini- 
mums out of entertainment funds. 

Brown, who personally played a 
flock of prison, hospital and camp 
dates gratis on his own initiative 
while appearing in Henry Duffy’s 
production of ‘Show Off’ at the Al- 
cazar, conceived the idea of the Fort 
Ord show, proceeded to line up acts, 
and got the Chronicle interested. 
First AGVA knew about it was when 
a reporter called Silk and asked 
‘where to pick up the acts.’ Pointing 
out that Theatre Authority will not 


clear free shows for army camps 
and that all commanding officers 


have been so circularized, Silk stuck 
to his guns on a no-pay, no-show 
edict, in which he he had 
Arnold's support. 


states 


Program went through as skedded 
after the Morale officer agreed 
pay the acts. As a result of tl 
confusion, however, several adver- 
tised acts failed to show, having 
been notified of the original jam but 
not of the outcome. Among those 
who weren't informed 
Niesen, 

Brown himself got nothing and did 
not return to Frisco, boarding the 
train south at Salinas. 


3 Oxfords Reply to Suit 
By Agent for Commish; 


Now Asking Arbitration 


Chicago, 
David P. 
Oxford 


being 


Aug. 19. 
O'Malley 


Boys for 


Suit of agent 
against the Three 
commissions is answered 
through affidavits by the Oxford 
Boys, now on the road with the sec- 
ond company of ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 

O’Malley is asking for commissions 
since May. Oxford Boys refused to 
pay beyond that date, claiming that 
personal representation contract ex- 
pired at that time. The Oxfords are 
trying to use clause A in the stand- 
ard American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists contract, 


v 





| 


i 
; 


to | 


| 
| 


was Gertrude | 


| 





| ing 


which states that an | 
agent shall not receive more than 
10% commission. However, O’Mal- 
ley asserts he was not merely an 
agent in the case, but has acted as 
personal rep for the trio, and in ad- | 
dition, was an investor in the act 
besides originally having a hand 
in the organization of the _ trio 
Furthermore, he says, the agreement 
between himself and the trio was 
Signatured prior to 1938, - when 


AGVA was not yet in existence. 
Oxford Boys are now asking for 
arbitration, though when offered ar- 


bitration three months ago they re- | 


fused such a settlement. 


PA. GOV. SIGNS BILL 





VS. CAFE HOSTESSES 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 

Death knell for hostesses in Philly 
bistros was sounded Friday (15) 
when Governor Arthur H. James 
Signed a bill forbidding the use of 
female employees ‘for enticing or 
encouraging customers to drink.’ 
This provision was written into a 
bill forbidding the employment of 
barmaids in any place selling liquor. 
Fines of $100 to $1,000, and im- 
prisonment up to one year are the 
penalties for violations in this act in 
addition to revocation of liquor li- 
censes, 


{ment Corp. of Amcrica’ as a 


| Friday 


Philly Roadery Now 
Fight Training Camp 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 

Grounds of the Evergreen Casino, 
swank roadhouse in Northeast Philly, 
have been converted into a fight 
training camp. Initial boxer to get 
in shape there will be Mike Kaplan, 
Boston welterweight, who arrives 
tomorrow (Wednesday). 

He fights Bob Montgomery 
Shike Park here Aug. 25. 


Columbia Artists 
In Name Switch; 


at 





NBC Status Same 


Albany Aug. 19. 


Columbia Artists, Ine. has 
changed its name to Management 


Corp. of America. Papers on the 
change were filed with the Secre- 
tary of State by Rosenberg, Gold- 
mark and Colin, N. Y. attorneys. 
Previously, the CBS attorneys 


1€ | had taken steps to reserve ‘Manage- 


cor- 
porate name. 

The change of name was 
preliminary to CBS turning 
ithe stock in Columbia Artists, Inc., 
to the Music Corp. of America on 
(22). Contract had _ stipu- 
lated that MCA would not be per- 
mitted to use the name ‘Columbia’ 
except for the Columbia Lecture 
Bureau and after CBS had inquired 
of MCA what name it intended to 
use for its Columbia acquisition, it 
applied for such change of name. 

Status of the sale of the NBC 
Artists Bureau has not changed dur- 
the past week. Network 
ficials were waiting yesterday 
(Tuesday) for Daniel S. Tuthill, as- 
sistant managing director of the 

return from California 
whether to turn the 
or the Music 
Tuthill is to 
data 


over 


of- 


Dureau, to 
before deciding 
operation over 
Corp. of America 
furnish certain financial 


to hin 


PRICE, ACTOR-BROKER, 


H.0. IN JERSEY SPOT, 


Georgie Price, doing a comeback 


although not giving up his seat on 
the N. Y. Stock Exchange, hold 

over a third week LaMartinique- 
in-Jersey, at West End, N. J., cl 
s the branch roaqanouse f the N. Y 
nitery After be : W: S 

100 fo} ome five y¢ just be- 


fore that Price had a commercial! [ol 


Chase & Sanborn Tea—the Dario 
Jim Vernon management wants Price 
to reopen the N. Y. Martinique’ 1] 


season next month. 


However, Joe Frisco is penc lled in 
and efforts are set him 


being made to 


| back and Price to induct the in-town 





season. Meantime, John Perona is 
planning to play acts at El] Morocco, 


because he heard Monte Carlo (‘his 
opposition) will again do so, and 
Price may wind up inducting the 
Morocco policy, which heretofore, 
with rare exceptions such as The 
DeMarcos, has relied on just two 


dance bands, 





Pat Lynn, Reno H.O. 


Reno, Aug. 19. 
Patricia Lynn, singing-accordionist 
from Frisco, is being held over at 
the Trocadero here on her first date 
minus her squeezebox. Using pipes 


alone, gal has won a two-week ex- 
tension. 

Deal set by Larry Allen of Con- | 
solidated Radio Artists. 


~ 


— 


MPLa. REPORTS 
10% INCREASE 


Number of Booking Agencies 
Have Sprung Up to Han- 
dle Increasingly Big Field 
—Powwows Pay From 
$650 to $1,500 for Troupes 
—Spending More for En- 
tertainment Than Food 
and Liquor 


NO STAGS 
Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 
More than 100% increase in de- 
mand for convention and _ trade- 


gathering shows over past few years 
is reported by local agencies that 





made | 


produce and book them. Consequence 
is a shortage of acts, they say. Dur- 
'ing past few years a half-dozen such 
booking agencies have sprung up 
here and say that the considerable 
market that has developed for their 
shows is a big and lucrative field in 
itself for talent. 

One local agency, headed by 
| Clyde Snyder, veteran. performer 
and director, and Hale Cavanaugh, 
one-time theatre manager and ex- 
ploiteer, even supplies its 





ithe one-night convention shows. 
i Twin Cities’ two biggest radio sta- 
|tions, WCCO and KSTP, with their 
|artists’ bureaus, have been among 
;}most active and successful in the 
| field. 

| Conventions hereabouts pay from 


| $650 to $1,500 for a one-night show 


especially produced to entertain 
|their delegates. There’s a perma- 
}nent line of 12 dancing girls in 


| Minneapolis working these shows 
| who are steppers and lookers. Girls 
| work from four to five shows a week 
on the average and receive $5 per 
night here and $10 out-of-town. They 
earn all the way from $35 to $40 a 
| week—more than they can from 
| club and permanent theatre engage- 


ALENT BUYS 





& 
v 





|mer playhouse did a folderoo 
own | 
scenic production and wardrobe for | 


} difficulties. 


Musician Demands for 10-157, Hikes 
Held Snag to More Vaude in ’41-42: 
Indies May Now Forget Whole Idea 





‘Vanities’ to Play 


Texas State Fair 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 

Earl Carroll takes his ‘Vanities’ to 
the Texas State Fair Oct. 4 to 19. 
Music Corp. of America booked. 

Other bidders for the Auditorium, 
where the show will be held, were 
the Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ and George 
White’s ‘Scandals.’ 


Strawhat Vaude 
Folds in Conn. 





$1,200 in the Red 


Clinton, Conn., Aug. 19. 
Strawhat vaude at Clinton’s sum- 
Sat- 
urday (16) after a try of four weeks. 

Scheduled policy of heading each 
bill with a topflight name failed to 
partly due to booking 

Idea was an attempt to 
revive old style of presenting acts, 
with afterpiece, etc. Biz built after 


m4 meetin ti 
inaveriaiiZe, 


| moderate opening but not enough 





ments which they won't take. Living | 


at home, they get by nicely. Acts 
are paid from $50 to $150 a night. 


40-People Troupe 


The Snyder-Cavanaugh outfit 
breaks in their show every year 

he Elks’ conclave at Aberdeen, 
S. D., sending a troupe of 40 people 
ithere for occasion Acts and 
| choristers are shipped from here ail 


round the Minneapolis, 
St. Paul, Moines and Duluth 
particularly good 
the Twin Cities 
a leading convention 

Convention 


penal! 


territory. 
are 
cenvention citie 
being rec 
center. 
heads say that 
now on food and liquor 
ind more for entertain- 


The shows help considerably 


nized as 


thev’re 
g less 

on shows 
ment 


+ 


Oo up attendance, they declare. 

At Snyder-Cavanaugh show for 
Nortt est Cl let deale Ca nt 

fotel Ni ere 2 

ece orche 2 line of 12 

ve a f P 
and st n¢ eally vere € 
entiou 

rhese conve I are it t 
€ fused Vitln W! € 

enc ce | tne mo part con- 
fine o males, there's n mucl f 
any, rough stuff and only occasional 
stripping. Of course, the boys like 
a lot of pretty girls with not too 
many clothes on, but the chorus 


numbers are no more daring, if 
;much so, as those of Broadway and 
vaudeville revues. Only occasionally 
|does the show include an outstand- 
ing name act. 

| For its Auditorium stage show for 
ithe ‘Aquatennial,’ the WCCO Artists’ 
| Bureau is reported to have received 
' $10,000. 


as 


Santley Joins Tyrrell 


Chicago, Aug. 19 
Harry Santley, formerly with the 
William Morris agency here and on 
the Coast, has joined the Phil Tyr- 
rell agency. 
Santley will ce 


| club book 


mcentrate on n 





to. warrant hanging on. 
Red ink approximated $1,200 





FRISCO AGVA GETS 


TOUGH UNDER SILK 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 


Frisco office of American Guild of 


Variety Artists is getting tough un- 
Vince Silk, 
Employers are being held 


no 


der 
secretary. 
to contracts, while act 
go this area 
Silk has secured cooperation of 
the musicians’ union, band at the 
365 Club being first to get instruc- 
tions not to play until an act had 
paid up after Silk sought to collect. 
As a result, the act, Ted Waldman 
and Susie, came through with a year 
and a half’s delinquent dues afte: 
floor show had been delayed 30 min- 
utes, with 
simultaneously bringing themselves 
up to date, 
Stairway to Stars has felt AGVA’s 


whip numerous times after attempt- 


strictly 


can on in unless paid 


up. 


ng to cancel acts or make deduc- 
tions lace is under bond similar 

that demanded by Equity, out of 
which Silk collected half of Faith 
Bacon’s pay, which nitery had with- 
held, check being forwarded to 


Others who got a 
pay include Ruth Craven, 
singer, and Murray ‘Hats’ Parke! 
AGVA also waded into Music Corp 
of America for failure to pay Gwen- 
eth Omeran for added matinees at 
Club Lido and collected. Singer i 
in Duncan Sisters pnit, booked 
MCA. 


dancer this week. 


week’s 





DEFERRED BOTH WAYS 
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Various locals of the American 
Federation of Musicians appear 
likely to knock any recent ideas of a 
moderate vaudeville comeback into 
a cocked hat. Musicians in several 
situations are demanding wage in- 
creases of 10 to 15% with nearly all 
new deals coming up for signaturing 
by Sept. 30. 

A number of indie theatre oper- 
ators have indicated willingness to 
try stage shows as a b.o. hypo, but 
only if the unions will play bal! until 
there is a definite line on the policy's 
chances. With musicians presenting 
upped demands even before stage 
shows are tried, it’s likely that most 
of the indies will forget about the 
whole thing and stick to their duals 
and giveaways. 

No Philly ‘Revival’ 
Philadelphia, Aug. 19 

Ted Schlanger, zone chief for 
Warners, yesterday (Monday) denied 
reports from New York that the 
chain would bring back vaude in 
several nabes. ‘There is absolutely 





nothing to it,’ said Schlanger. ‘More 
vaudeville is the last thing we're 
thinking about.’ 

WB cancelled its weekend vaude 
in six nabes last year, an action 
which precipitated a six-month 


picket protest by Local 77, American 
Federation of Musicians, as musicians 
were thrown out of these houses. At 
present the Earle is the only WB the- 
atre employing musicians here. A 
band is also working at the Stanley, 


| Camden, during the Sunday showing 


} 





} 

i 
| 
| 
' 
i 


| 
| 
} 


current executive | 


1}on 


of vaudeville. 

Warners last week began negotiat- 
ing for a new contract with Local 
77, the present agreement expiring 
Sept. 30. The circuit, it is believed, 
will stand pat for the renewal of last 
year’s agreement, while the union is 
expected to ask for higher wage scale 
and possibly the employment of 
more musicians. The local has just 
completed a new wage scale, based 
increased living costs, which 
would raise the pay from 10 to 15% 
in all categories. 


Gene Ford, Loew Mar., 


10 other cast members | 


In Washington, ‘Drafted’ 
To Stage Army Revue 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Gene Ford, manager of Loew’s 
Capitol, has been ‘drafted’ by 29th 
Division, stationed at nearby Fort 
Meade, Md., to stage the division 
show. He has been granted time off 
| from other duties to whip the revue, 
‘Snap It Up Again,’ into shape for 
presentation in near future at the- 


atres in Washington, 
tichmond. 
‘Snap It Up Again’ is entirely a 


‘ | ’ x. ¢ ] ‘ 
home talent’ affair and soldie! lak- 


ing part have hi pes 1t wi ] prove a 
| sequel to ‘Snap It Up,’ presented by 
the 29th when it was a member of 
the A.E.F. during World War I. Re- 
vue is being presented through the 
| Morale Office, under the supervision 
of Capt. Samuel R. Turner, Division 
Morale Officer, and Lieut. Harry 


by } 


| 


Haller, Division Recreation Officer. 

Ford. known to Washingtonians 
as the producer of vaude shows on 
the Capitol stage, has had long ex- 
perience staging revues. He also has 
had plenty of experience whipping 
non-pro talent into professional 


Lyman Out of ‘Icecapades, Army,| shape having staged annual ‘Going 


Due to Leg Fracture 


Atlantic City, Aug. 19. 


Bernard T. Lyman, member of the | 


comedy ice-skating team of Lyman 
and Jackson, in the ‘Icecapades’ here 
at Convention. hall, fell during his act 
Saturday (16) and was taken to City 


| hospital suffering from a fracture of 


the right leg. 


| 


Native’ revue at Capitol for number 
of years. 





Crystal-Gazing? 


New York nitery season ‘looks big’ 
this fall and winter. 
Nothing concrete to predicate it 


Last Tuesday he took his Selective on, but the talent bookers and the 


Service examination at the sam¢ 
and was placed in 1-A class 
for service. 
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Coin Deposits for Actor Guarantees 


Keep Equity Busy; $80,000 for Barns 





There has been a minimum of 
complaints around Equity in recent 
weeks because a majority of the 
membership is out of town playing 
in the 71 widely assorted summer 


theatres (there were as many as 86 
strawhats with professional casts 
several years ago). However, 
Equity’s staff is required to be alert 
because of money on deposit to guar- 
antee salaries and claims. Because 
of the salary protection provision, 
the office is virtually required to 
ccrry on a banking business. 


Tnere is on deposit for that pur- 
pose around $80,000, in the form of 
cash or negotiable securities, for 
summer theatres alone. That figure 
does not represent two weeks’ sal- 
ary for all the companies in the 
sticks, since the leading summer 
stock outfits are exempt from post- 
ing bond or cash for salaries, just 
like there are a number of Broad- 
way producers not required to do so. 


Among the dozen or so exempt 
summer spots is the St. Louis Mu- 
nicipal Opera, which has a_ stage 
payroll around $5,000 and a weekly 
budget of $10,000. Similarly rated 
as being reliable is the Elitch Gar- 
dens, Denver, a summer stock of 
long standing, where the cast total 
is more than $1,800 weekly, the top 
payroll for resident stocks. Only 
spots that may have a higher salary 
list occasionally are those which use 
guest stars. 

225,000 TurnoVer 

It’s figured that by early Septem- 
ber the turnover by Equity of money 
on deposit will approximate $225,- 
000, summer stocks calling it a season 
by then and getting their money 


beck, Few sent performers to Equity | way (Duffy Square, formerly Long- | 


to pay off, for there is a fee for that 
service of $25, and if salaries are 
paid two weeks in that manner, the 
$50 cost could possibly represent the 
difference between profit and 
on the summer. 


Presently, there’s approximately 
$300,000 on deposit with Equity to 
guarantee salaries and claims. Some 
showmen leave securities with the 
association for indefinite periods 
whether they have attractions play- 
ing or not, feeling it is just as safe in 
the bank vault used by Equity as 
their own. It’s estimated that around 
$3,000,000 of gwarantee coin was de- 
posited, paid out or back by Equity 
during the year. 

It's understood that the average 
summer stock that plays nightly has 
around $1,000 on deposit, but there 
are quite a number with smaller re- 
quirements. 
but two performances weekly. In 
those hideaways the actors’ pay may 
be as low as $5 plus room and board, 
while in others the leads get $25 plus 
chow and a cot. 


‘Arsenic’ Still Sweetened 
By Sugar Plum to 21 In 





On Backing; July Net 226 $2), e3onaze 





Howard Lindsay and _ Russell 
Crouse are maintaining their sched- 
ule in splitting the profits of ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace’ (Fulton, N. Y.) to the 
one and 20 backers. Even though 
the Chicago company didn’t do as 
well as expected, the original showed 
a net of $22,000 during July and it 
Was distributed early this month 
after the producers took out their 
share, 


There are some backers who own | 


five-sixths of 1%. They got $190. 


Those like Boris Karloff and Howard | 


Cullman are said to have 714%, and 


their share of the July pickings is | 
estimated around $2,500 each. Frank | 


Sullivan is in for 5%. He's sent 
word from Saratoga that he wouldn't 
Plunge the dividend on the races. 
Lindsay sent a short note with the 
checks: 
‘Dear Investor: 

Enclosed ig this month’s lagni- 
appe. Frank Capra has been en- 
gaged by Warners to make the 
picture, ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 
Since Mr. Capra is famous for 
his grosses, among other things, 
this means that come 1943-44 we 
should be able to cut another 
melon from our percentage ar- 
rangement on the picture.’ 

The backers looked up the word 
‘lagniappe’ and found that: ‘In Lou- 


isiana, a trifiling. present given to | 


customers by tradesmen.’ 
words, a gratuity. 


In other 


* 





Bassage Quits St. Louis 
Post for U. of Cal. Faculty 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. 


Harold Bassage, director of the St. 
Louis School of the Theatre, 
bowed out of the local picture to ac- 
cept an appointment to the faculty 
of the drama department of the U. 
of California in Berkeley. Bassage 
will be succeeded by Willard Holland 
director and actor of the Town 


Square Theatre, a strawhatter oper- 


ating atop a west end office building. 


Bassage was in charge of the 
drama classes of the Washington 
University’s Adult Center for the 
past two years. Previously he was 
top man at the St. Louis Little The- 
atre for two years. Gordon Carter, 
now chief of the Civic Theatre, a St. 
Louis County strawhatter succeeded 
Bassage at the Little Theater. Until 
this season Bassage treked to Stock- 
bridge, Me., each summer to direct 
the strawhat there. 


New Step Eases 
Free Shows for 








A decorative, circular booth, with 





loss | 


Such places may give | 


a dozen or more windows, is planned 
‘for the 46th street corner at Broad- 


acre Square), where free tickets for 
legit shows and a number of Times 
Square picture theatres will be dis- 
| tributed to service men on furlough 
in New York. It’s part of the ac- 
tivities of Mayor LaGuardia’s recrea- 
tion and entertainment committee 
actively headed by John Golden and 
Mrs. Julius Ochs Adler, wife of The 
N.Y. Times general manager. 


Golden is considerably perturbed 
over a regulation in the new tax bill, 
indexed as HR-5417, which stipu- 
lates that the admissions tax shall 
apply on free admissions. He has 
written a numter of congressmen 
that such a provision should be ex- 
empted for men in uniform, after 
being advised that some in the in- 
come tax department have been 
adamant that the clause be retained. 

If the rule is enforced it would 
nean that men given tickets for le- 
giters would have to pay 30¢ tax, 





110% of the price. There is some lee- | 
| way possible, however, as the legis- | 
lators concede that free admissions | 


'may not apply to courtesy tickets 


| distributed for exploitation purposes | 


ior to the press. 


| During the first three weeks the | 


leommittee has been functioning, 
20.000 free admissions were given the 
men, mostly for Saturdays and Mon- 

nights. Cool weather drew 


| week but the enlisted men and gobs 
| were taken care of regardless. 


R. H. McCormick Group 
Raises $1,000,000 To 
Salvage Chi’s Aud 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

It appears that the Auditorium 
|theatre and hotel may be snatched 
from the hands of the wreckers after 
| all. 
to pay light and power bill, the thea- 
tre is now being considered for re- 
opening by the Auditorium Music 
Foundation, headed by Robert Hall 
McCormick. 

McCormick, with William Albin 











tain and Elmer Rich, has raised a re- 
ported $1,000,000 for the takeover. 
Much of the money raised wili be 
used initially to remodel the theatre. 

Hotel, which is closed, is also be- 
ing dickered for by several key hotel 
men and it is likely that a deal will 
be made shortly for the reopening 
of the hostelry. Spot meeds consid- 
erable remodeling. 





Clarence Hobbs is general man- 
ager for John C. Wilson, who starts 
Broadway season with Noel Cow- 





ard’s ‘Blithe Spirit.’ Eddie Knill be- | 


| ing company manager. 


has | 


US. Service Men 


into theatres last) 


Dark since Aug. 1 due to failure | 


Dudley. William Krahl, Joseph Brit- | 


Too Much Gusto 





San Francisco, Aug. 19. 


Pat Gleason, who does the as- 
sistant director in ‘Quiet Please’ 
at the Alcazar here, got orders 
to speed up his lines at Thurs- 
day’s (14) performance, and did 
so with such energy that he spat 
out his bridgework. 

Had to invent business while 
scrambling in the foots to re- 
cover lost molars. 











‘Stagehand Hiring 
A Saag to Scenic 
Artists’ Mgr. Pact 


Scenic artists’ union has submitted 
its answer to the managers after the 
latter revised comands that included 
several provisions to which pro- 
ducers objected. It is indicated that 
new regulations will not be entirely 
agreed upon. One point objected to 
is a requirement that calls for hiring 
stagehands one week prior to pre- 
view or premiere. Some showmen 
who are readying shows say they 
will sign the agreement under pro- 
test and then proceed to sue the 
union. 

Their contention is that being 
forced to engage unnecessarily is op- 
posed to public policy as viewed in 
Washingion, and they believe the 
courts will uphold their stand. Con- 
nection between the scenic union 
and the stagehands is implied, with 
the latter figured to have asked the 
former to insist on that regulation. 

Managers have conceded union’s 
idea of having a ‘costume adviser’ 
with straight plays, salary minimum 
being $50, according to the number 
| Of actors and the type of play. That 
| means that those who have been 
; acting in that capacity heretofore 
| will have to join the union. That 
goes for clothes specialists like Mrs. 
Brock (Margaret) Pemberton. Those 
who are union members include 
Mrs. Jimmie (Bianca) Stroock and 
Mrs. Gilbert Miller. 

One requirement sought by the 
scenic people would place a man to 
touch up the scenery on the payroll 
throughout the engagement, at $75 
weekly. Managers in nixing that 
idea said that it would mean $4,000 
to $5,000 additional expense during 
a season, for an employe who may 
not be called on to daub the scenery 
of a one-setter not more than once 
| or twice during the season. 


CANADA LEE INVOLVED 














WITH LAW ON ‘GIFT’ CAR: 


| Canada Lee, 


killer in ‘Native Son’ at the St. James 
N.Y., last season, was greatly per- 


grand larceny for a time. Present 
| was a sort of bonus, evidently from 
|Bern Bernard and associates who 


Welles, who was not in on the play’s 
backing. 

Show’s management gave Lee the 
car after show won some critical 
| praise, particularly from Burns 
| Mantle of the N. Y. News, who gave 
it a rave notice and 
maximum rating, four such emblems 
| being painted on the car’s door, 
|along with other billing. At that 
time the backers thought they had a 
wow. Some time afterwards it was 
definitely known that ‘Son’ was not 
in the hit class, and it ended way in 


the red. That’s the reason why the 
| balance on Lee’s gift car was not 
| paid. 


Wee & Leventhal recently secured 


the rights of ‘Son’ for their rotary | 


stock, Lee and several others of the 
original cast appearing. W&L ca™e 
into court and arranged to pay t.e 
| balance on the car, indicating they 
would deduct it from Lee’s salary, 
which is $300 weekly. 

That is double the pay he received 
originally. His contract called for 
a sliding scale, starting at $75 if the 
gross was $6,000 or less, going to 
$125 over $10,000 and $150 if takings 
were better than $12,000. 


| : 
Vincent, DeMarcos, Vine 
Added to Jessel Show 


Romo Vincent, The DeMarcos, Lois 
| January and Billy Vine are added 
starters to George Jessel’s book mu- 
| sical, ‘High Kickers,’ which he is 
'preeming with himself and Sophie 
Tucker co-starred. 

Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby au- 
' thored. 








former prizefighter | 
who attracted attention as the colored | 


turbed last week when he discovered | 
that his gift motor car was not fully | 
paid for and he faced a charge of | 


produced the show directed by Orson | 


‘four stars,’ a| 


Sharp Divergences 








| 
Saroyan 1-Acter To 
| Bow in Santa Barbara 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

‘Hello Out There,’ a new one-act 
play by William Saroyan, will be 
preemed at David O. Selznick’s 
Lobero theatre, Santa Barbara. John 
| Houseman is to direct the production 
which is slated to go into rehearsal 
this week. 

Arrangements for the presentation 


man met at the recent opening of 


‘Anna Christie,’ 
man, at the Curran theatre here. 


Dull Summer 
On Bway For 
Ticket Agcies. 


This summer has been the dullest 
for Broadway ticket agencies in 
years. They had shared the man- 
agerial expectation that there would 








plant sections and that theatres 
would boom, but that didn’t hapven, 
the brokers having sold more tickets 
for the ball games than for the 
shows. Last two summers they did 
fairly well with World's Fair visi- 
| tors. 

| List dropped to 10 shows with the 
| withdrawal of ‘Pal Joey’ from the 
| Barrymore Saturday (16). Brokers 





plaining by pointing out that there 
are no new shows and their regular 
customers who may be in town have 
|seen the current bunch. Few visi- 
| tors will not go for the higherpriced 
tickets, nearly all asking for those 
priced at $1.10. Some brokers have 
been suggesting that they go direct- 
\ly to the boxoffice, which rarely oc- 
| curs during the regular season. 
| Agencies can’t make any profit seil- 
|ing tickets at that price. 

| Louis-Conn Fite Was Big 

Outside of the ball games the only 
real coin made by brokers from 
tickets was the Louis-Conn ficht 
early in the summer. The Zivic- 
Davis 
They are now looking forward to 
lively sales for. the Louis-Nova 
match, dated for Sept. 19. Ton for 
the fight is $30. That is the highest 
price in years for a fight. 

Brokers were recently instructed 
on charging for delivery service fol- 
lowing complaints said to have been 
made to the League of New York 
Theatres. Rule in the code permits 
a fee of 25c per ticket for ‘actual de- 
livery,’ meaning when tickets are 
sent to the office or home of the 
patron. Objection is for charging 
the fee when tickets are delivered 
at the boxoffice from the agency. 
It is felt that as tickets are sent the 
boxoffices in quantities shortly be- 
fore verformance, the complaints are 
justified. If a special trip is neces- 
sarv. brokers should inform the na- 
tron and secure his approval of the 
delivery fee, it’s held 


SEGAL-TAPPS HEAD 
‘OEY’ CAST ON ROAD 


Vivienne Segal and Georgie Tapps, 
who'll succeed Gene Kelly, will co- 
star in ‘Pal Joey’ when it goes to 
the road. 
the Barrymore, N. Y., Saturday (16), 
relichts at the Shubert, N. Y., Sept. 
1 for four weeks. Its successor at the 
latter will be ‘Candle in the Wind,’ 
| jointly produced by the Playwrights 
and Theatre Guild. 

Scale for ‘Joey’ was $4.40 top, and 
the fact that it did not have star 
names may explain the decline in 
business during recent wecks. A 
tendance was somewhat improved 
| last week, when better weather pre- 
vailed, but at $3.30. which will be 
'the top at the Shubert, it’s expected 
to be successful. Shuberts boucht in 
on ‘Joey,’ bringing about the change 





lin vlans after its producer George 
Abbott announced it would not be 
‘sent to the road. 


| were made when Saroyan and House- | 


with Ingrid Berg- | 


be an influx of visitors from defense , 


say they have ‘nothing’ to sell, ex- | 


bout was a complete bust. | 


Musical, which closed at | 
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of Opinion Seen 


On Basic Mgrs.-Equity Accord, But 
No Definite Breach 


Is Indicated 


Although there is no indication of 
|a breach between the managers and 
, Equity over the revision and exten- 
| sion of the so-called basic minimum 
/agreement, there are differences of 
|opinion on both sides, somewhat 
more sharply than admitted. Two 
points at issue, as stated before, are 
;the exclusive service provision, 
| which Equity has changed as of the 
;coming season, and the matter of 
salaries when attractions play Can- 
‘ada. The rate of exchange on the 
j otter is the bone of contention. 


Equity does not regard either issue 
as really important, but the man- 
agers do. Matter of having the agree- 
ment cover a term of years instead 
of one season, was received with 
some favor when broached to Equity 
leaders. They conceded that a term 
arrangement would be beneficia] to 
both manager and actor as a stabiliz- 
ing factor. Under norrval conditions 
Equity might be willing to. sign for 
three years, but it is ventured that 
because of changing conditions re- 
vision in the rules may be necessary 
within a shorter period. 

Exclusive Service Rule 


Those on the Equity delegation at 
the meeting with the managers took 
the stance that the showmen over- 
emphasized the exclusive service 
‘rule. There have been very few 
complaints by managers that actors 
in their attractions were taking out- 
side jobs, such as radio, pictures and 
night clubs. Managers said that it 
, would be okay for their contract 
| people to earn that outside coin, but 
thought they should have the right 
| to give the actor permission. Equity 
|people thought that argument was 
akin to quibbling. 
| It’s understood tiie contracts will 
| stipulate that actors may accept out- 
side engagements provided such 
work does not interfere with their 
stage performa:-ces. The rule, there- 
fore, has been revised rather than 
deleted. Difference of opinion over 
the exclusive-service issue also exists 
within Equity. Some members think 
that actors with stage jobs should 
(not go into radio at the same time, 
|for it takes a potential engagement 
away from others who have no show 
engagements. Another angle is that 
if an actor appears before a film 
| camera all day, he cannot give a top 
performance on the stage at nizht. 

It appears, however, that it’s all 
|up to the manager and actor. Wheth- 
er the clause is in or out, the man- 
ager may write in a rider to the 
contract, with the assent of the actor. 
At first the right to use a rider was 
| limited to stars or featured people, 
| but during the discussion it was 
conceded it could be applicable to 
anyone the manager considered im- 
portant to the performance. 

Equityites Made Move 

Move to change the exclusive 
service provision came from Equity- 
|ites who are in radio as much as 

legit, plus rank and filers, 

After the eouncil had rejected a 
proposal to delete the clause, a pe- 
| tition to take such action was pre- 
sented. In the petition it was stated 
that unless favorable action was 
taken a special meeting would be 
demanded. It was figured that 
enough proponents would be pres- 
ent at such a meeting to carry the 
motion The council, 























} 
| 


acted, 
or revise. It is 
that some managers have 
used the exclusive-service clause to 
declare themselves in on the radio 
and other outside coin of their ac- 
tors. One such instance occurred 
jlast season and it was important 
'money to the player, but instances 
of managers horning in are said to 
be rare. 

Equity wants its people to be paid 
| the equivalent of American dollars 
|; when playing Canada, no matter 
| what the rate of exchange may be. 
Managers say they should not be 
‘forced to assume the whole brunt 
| of the burden. 
| 





=| ‘Lottie’ Late for Debut 


Santa Barbara, Aug. 19. 

| Second summer stock production 
iby David O. Selznick, ‘Lottie Dun- 
| dass,” was postponed a week ‘because 
|of the rather yplex physical pro- 
duction of the play.’ 

| Geraldine Fitzgerald heads cast of 
j the Enid Bagnold play. 


thereupon, 7- 
regarding the ‘uprising’ as a i 
| mandate to delete 
| known 
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BEHOLD WE LIVE 


Dennis, Mass., Aug. 18. 
Comedy-drama by John Van Druien; pre- 
@ented by Richard Aldrich at the Cape 
Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., for one week 
opening Aug. 18, '41; star@a Gertrude Law- 
rence and Philip Merivale; staged by Are 


thur Sircom: settings, Eugene Fitsch 

Cast Gertrude Lawrence, Philip Mert- 
vale Effie Shannon, Ethel Morrison, Rob- 
et Wallsien, Murial Williams, Edwin Gor- 
dor 

John Van Druten could hardly 


have his American preem of ‘Behold 
We Live.’ in better hands than those 
of Gertrude Lawrence and Philip 
Merivale, and the Richard Aldrich 
production of it here leaves little for 
one to imagine how it would look on 
Broadway. The answer is that these 
two stars would carry it quite a 
distance, but the tragedy of the play 
creeps up quite unexpectedly at the 
end, and in the present warhaggled, 
theatre market this type of show 
would probably find limited accept- 
ance. London saw it several years 
ago. 

Miss Lawrence, as Sarah, is dis- 
covered uiterly unhappy and verg- 
ing on suicide in the opening. Then 
Merivale, a British lawyer, takes her 
away from a highpressure, false gai- 
ety and into the quiet of the Eng- 
lish countryside. What she is escap- 
ing most of all is her despicable, 
philandering husband who earns his 
money in interior decorating. On 
her own income, meagre-in compari- 
son with her marital finances, she 
finds real happiness with Merivale 
around. She gets a divorce easily, 
but the lawyer finds that his own 
divorce is not as simple as he imag- 
ined. Then his affair with Sarah 
prevents him from obtaining ap- 
poiniment as a judge. When Sarah 
and Gordon (Merivale) have recon- 


ciled themselves to taking as much | 


happiness as circumstances permit, 
knowing that this much is more than 
they have ever enioyed previously, 
Gordon dies, leaving Sarah with his 
aged, but understanding mother. 

It would that this 
audiences 


seem year’s 


down in their eager search for light | 


forgetfulness in the theatre afier 
they left the temporary glamour of 
‘Behold’ despite some gay and thor- 
oughly enjoyable scenes when Miss 
Lawrence is in tep form. 

With a standee house tonight (18) 
and all seats sold for all njne per- 
formances this week (extra mati- 
nee), this strawhat audience followed 
Miss Lawrence’s every move with 
bated breath. To understate it, she 
came through with unblemished suc- 
cess. This is her third season local- 
ly as guest star, having done ‘Sky- 
lark’ and ‘Private Lives’ here. Meri- 
vale turns in a smash performance. 
His characterization of the kindlv, 
romantic lawyer is consistently sat- 
isfying. 

Arthur Sircon has dirceced iicclli- 
gently and the supporting company 
generaliy helps maiters considerably. 


Effie Shannon scored as lawyer’s | 
from | 


mother, ekeing many laughs 
her role without overdoing it. Barry 


Jones. as a well-meaning friend; and 
Murial Williams as a gushy gossip | 
gal, and Robert Wallsten in nasty | 


husband role all had their moments. 
Ethel Morrison rates special men- 
tion in a relatively trite maid’s role. 
Sets by Eugene Fitsch provided 
tasteful backgrounds. Fox. 





U. S. 90 


Millburn, N. J., Aug. 18 


Comedy-dr: in two acts (13 scenes) by 
Ward Morehouse; staged by Frank Corring- 
ton and Aenes Morgan; settings, Otis 
Riggs; presented by Carirngton and An- 
tcinette Scudder at the Paper Mill play 
house, Millburn, N. J., Aug. 18, ‘41. 
tena Clif Cree. S ..Celeste Holm 
J BRON. oc vc ccceneccecseeve Warren Hull 
Vince . Joh Wheel 
a Du 1 >. 3 
Jayne Titus... .cccccsces G Stuart 
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Boity... ccccccccesesoevece Horvard Smith 
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Other Livy Wines Helen Reiss, Ralph 

Aide Berni Wingate Betty Crozier, 

Barbara Thompson, George Blackwood, 

Charles Benjamin William Melville, 


George Johnson, Sarah Burton, 


As one of New York’s more peri- 
patetic columnists, Ward Morehouse 
tekes pleasure in communicating the 
delights of travel to his Sun readers. 
He can be particularly eloquent on 
Something of his feel- 


the U.S.A. 


would feel somewhat let | 


er |} fair sponsor who is some 10 years 


andra, Toronto, and Frank McCoy, 
Rawley’s associate in producing sum- 
mer theatre in Toronto, Montreal 


tress who set out on a motor jaunt 
from the Coast to N. Y., and whose 
romance runs afoul of a predatory 
screen star en route, ‘U. S. 90’ is least 
successful. 

Although the tryout production at 
the Paper Mill playhouse is brightly 
mounted and enjoys the services of a 
'eapable cast, first-night performance 


| Equity presenting their stand and ex- 
plaining how the new ruling, if taken 
literally, will not only rule out all 
legitimate theatre-activity in Canada 
but will seriously cut into the earn- 








and Ottawa, have written letters to| 





, ’ raite at re eT : os 
suffered from long waits — ' ing powers of such American actors 
“h 11 ova haus ) © i p 
scenes. T eer ny be —, = Ra eg stag Ream e cor atgtnity ingyen At oe 
ntual that they wer aking ‘ 
eventually that ey . utd oA Mo. able money in the Dominion. 
the trip. mile by mile, with More- . 


house’s Jim Storm and Jayne Titus Pavrolls 


Final curtain didn’t fall until almost Rawley-McCoy estimate that dur- 
midnight ; ing the last two summer seasons 

laying to . — hnsaeagg ear at the Royal Alexandra their actor 
Brn Way Warren Hull, both best 28yr: 1 has totalled some $60,000- 
known in pictures, click as the ro- 670,000 a season apart from other 
mantic couple out to explore their operating costs going to stagehands, 
sntive musicians, house staffs, advertising 


land Miss Stuari, very) ny 
comely, could give her role a little overhead, etc. Among the stars ap- 
more ootor, especially with = Ben pearing here and in Montreal and 
attractive, zestful hero, though pro-| have been Ethel Barrymore, Francis 


gressively less so as the evening) Le crer, C. Aubrey Smith, Cornelia 
wears on—due mainly, no doubt, to © ‘s Skinner, Peggy Wood, Ruth 
lack of sustained dramatic —. Chaiterton, Charles Butterworth, 
- oe pono 4 “ ag mag ee pnd Mary Boland, Florence Reed. Fay 
epree sire y =5 0 res - . Re 
screen siren who (tries SO E Stuart, Wray. Violet Heming, Donald Brian, 
Hull's romance with Miss saoatedec| Sade ~ thomas a oo 
Celeste Holm registers solidly, never , “4erearet annerman, and = many 


others. No complaints have been 
raised by these of the Canadian gov- 
errment’s discount on earned funds 
paid in American currency, accord- 
ing to Rawley and McCoy. 


more so than when her glamor be- 
gins to melt under a hot Alabama 
sun and she turns into just a tired) 
and irritable traveling mate for the 
man she has taken away from his 
sweetheart. 

Supporting performances ay in 
Fen Ages Lame ees ae | Canada is permitted to accept a dis- 
|Gaithers. the hero’s one real friend; count on his salary—this may have 
|in Hollywood, starts off vigorously; the effect of stopping many pro- 
| but loses assurance toward the end._ ducers from sending their companies 


effect—no American actor playing 


\E. J. Ballantine, — as = a tou Canada during the forthcoming 
Ie ‘ s - ° 4 - ° 
) in The Beautiful People, se lesi.imate season. Speaking for the 


|prepared to make the most of a 
| highway drifter role. John Wheeler, 
| Howard Smith, Kirk Brown, Cath-| of the Toronto grosscs for the 1940- 
| erine Lawrence and William Mel-|41 season; ‘Philadelphia Story,’ 
022,509; ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
$24.000: ‘Hellzapoppin,’ $24,500; ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ $25,000: ‘Bal- 


Royal Alexandra, Rawley lists some 


ville, as other quaint types encount- 
ered on Route 90, lend effective 
| touches, while George Legh 
ero’s old newspaper pa enuly,|, : 
pes! id Brie. as m4 sieakan butler, et Russe,’ $22 000; Dante, $29,000; 
are also helpful. Billy Rose’s sister, 1 in the Sky,’ $19,000: others 
Polly, appears briefly as a Holly- ros ed well to lesser figures in the 
| wood cutie. Royvel Alexandra’s seasow of 23 
’ Otis Riggs’ settings, kept down to weeks of roadshows. On _— such 
simple lines because of numerous grosses, Rawley maintains, there 
changes, are fresh-looking and have 
atmosphere. Staging by Frank Car- 
rineton and Agnes Morgan is intelli- 
gent. Paut. 


fa) 


the high payoff more than offsetting 
any possible argument. 

The procedure in Canada is as 
follows: when the company arrives 
on Sunday night or Monday morning 
and reports at the theatre, they’re 
instructed not to spend their Ameri- 


CONCERT TOUR 


Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 15. 


Drama in three acta (five scenes) by 








Should Equity’s new ruling go into | 


Inside Stuf—Legit 


One of those coincidences-in-real-life became a mild farce when R. 
Howard Lindsay, ex-J. Walter Thompson agency man, Toronto Office 
(radio dept.), met Howard Lindsay, the ‘Life With Father’ actor-author, 
The Canadian Lindsay, when quitting Thompson, authored ‘Fowl Murder’ 
(Little, Brown), a whodunit, which the stage Lindsay read, liked and fan- 
mailed the book writer to the effect that (1) he’d like to meet another 
writin’ feller called Howard Lindsay; and (2) he wishes he could write a 
whodunit like ‘Fow] Murder.’ 

Novelist called on playwright at 50 W. 11th street, N.Y., and discovered 
that he’s a neighbor, address 50 W. 9th. Topper came when novelist 
Lindsay told the playwright Lindsay's colored butler wko was Calling. 


That took 20 minutes of jive with the lackey, and you can pick it up 
from here. 





There will be at least 31 candidates on the Equity ballot at the next 
election, a more populous ticket than ever before, Instead of the usual 10 
councillors to be elected there will be 18, because eight are recent replace- 
ments, occasioned when that many members of the council, plus two V.p.s, 
resigned. They were named for one year only. Rule calls for nominating 
50°, more names than places to be filled, so that 27 council candidates 
will be on the regular ticket. 

In addition, there will be four candidates for the two V.p. posts, the new 
executives similarly being one-year appointments. Likely that other names 
will be present because of withdrawals. Also possible that an independent 
ticket will be on hand as in June. ; 


There are plot similarities in two plays among the early crop of shows 
for the new season, both being in rehearsal. A killing is committed and 
a candidate for governor is present, in one or both stories he also being 
the prosecutor. Understood the treatment in the scripts vary consider- 
ably, however. 

Conflicting shows are ‘Mr. Big,’ through which George S. Kaufman bows 
as a manager, and ‘The Great Whitewash,’ which has Otto Preminger and 
Norman Pincus as producers. Another title is being considered for the 
latter play. 


Counsellor A. L. Berman will be as active in show business as the last 
two seasons. He will be concerned with the contracts and booking of 


‘Banjo Eyes,’ bringifg back Eddie Cantor to Broadway, although the 
musical will be produced by Al Lewis with the backing of Warners. 


Berman has an interest in two plays to be presented by Lee Ephraim, 
‘Women Aren't Angels’ and ‘The Heart of a City.’ 

In addition, the attorney-showman will handle Buddy De Sylva's at- 
tractions, the current ‘Panama Hattie’ (46th Street, N. Y.) and ‘Louisiana 
Purchase,’ soon going on tour, 


The Hot Air Club, a bunch of showmen who held their annual clam- 
bake in Jersey the last Sunday in July, are wondering when—or whether 
—they will get the group photograph of the gathering. Most. of the gang 


| ordered the overdue picture, but none seems to know who the cameraman 
| is. 


were no complaints forthcoming on | 
any Government discount on funds, | 





| 


Frank M. Thomas and Henry K. Moritz, ‘ 
from an idea by Murray Boltinoff; present- | can money in Canada but to deter- 
ed by Woodstock playhouse, Robert Elwyn, ino turhs ay thin! ,e living - 
director, at Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 14, °41. mine what they think the living ex 
Mrs. Carlier. <.iceecsic ...-Helen Baysinger | penses will be for the week. That 
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| Nicolai....-.......ceececeeeeIvan Triesault | ber is paid off in American funds, 
Gustaf Schulhoffer.......Frank M. Thomas} jess the Government discount of 
Karl Schulhoffer..... -...-Frankie Thomas ii¢ but this is s -eavere j 
MUINE. 52st et icreawenees Duane McKinney vo—DU Is Is not so severe as it 
Waiter a eS ae eo Jack Senior | might otherwise seem on the sur- 
‘arneg l joorman .... Rober i “18S . ° 7 
Carnegie Hall Deagmas Robert Harris | face. On the basis of $100 a week, 


|} the usual estimate is that it 
$10 a week for hotel, eats and other 
expenses. The $40 is paid in Cana- 
dian; the balance of $60 is paid in 
American money, less the official 


| 

| eiraccit 
| Frank M. Thomas, one of the au- 
thors, has a chance to appear with 
Frankie in ‘Concert Tour,’ 
|playing the young musician’s doting 
father. The pair makes an attractive 
stage team and the script itself is 


| his son 


actor loses $5.46 on the $100. Con- 
not without merit, but its chances | tention here is that anyone will take 


ia a $5.46 cut : nle’e 
outside the summer theatre are ques- | ® ».46 cut on a $100 for a week’: 
‘en ER ; work when they otherwise might be 
tionable. i 
Frankie, as an 18-year-old pianist, | idle. ; ; : ’ 
is taken under the wing of one Ann | Contention is aiso made that any 
|B; auine herself a frustrated c t ‘actor being charged 15-18% in con- 
| SOETES, DETSCH GB EFUSEAISe CONCEES iverting his Canadian funds into 
| artist, and coached for big things in 
} . tates 3 , 
|music. The expected complication 
arises, with Franklie falling for his 


blame and that 98% of the visiting 


the theatre managements; the other 


takes | 


The fellow has his business in Long Branch not far away from the 
outing spot, but there are a dozen photographers there, and nobody knows 
the guy’s name. - 


Advance sale for ‘Lady in the Dark’ at the Alvin, N. Y., boxoffice indi- 
cates it will relight night after Labor Day to excellent attendance. Mail 
orders are claimed to be piling up and some are dated for December, but 
tickets that far in advance have not been printed. Coin on hand for tickets 
actually sold is estimated around $18.000, 

First to be sold have been the lowest-scale tickets at $1.10, of which 
there is a limited amount. Virtually all for September performances have 
been disposed of, 





Premieres ont Stilman’s 10% 
ie Aa | Suit Over ‘Pyg” Tour 


‘Behold We Live,’ by John Van 
Druien. with Gertrude Lawrence . 
eee ee ” Denial of a lea for summary 
j}and Philip Merivale, at Cape play-|, ‘ P wines : 
house, Dennis, Mass. (18-23). judgment against Kenroad Produc- 
‘Sixth Avenue,’ by Maurie C. Buy-| tions, Inc., by David B. Stillman, 
an, at Hampton summer theatre,| agent, revealed a suit in N. Y 


11°, Government discount: and the | 





American money has only himself to | 


players take the banking advice of | 


older. Play ends as the boy, realiz- |2% prefer to do their own money- | 
ing at last there can never be any- |changing and would rather svecu- | 
thing between them, squares his |j}ato despite all the 


that 
the theatre can get a better deal for 
them through 


Fr warnings 
shoulders manfully and goes out to 
give a Carnegie Hall audience a per- 


formance glowing with personal ' . ; official channels. It’s 
emotion. }when they think that they can do 

e ‘ia . yettey ) their wn that he actor 
| The two authors and one idea- | etter < _ their own that the actor 
man involved in ‘Concert Tour’ have |£ets nicked for that 15-18% when 
|turned out a job somewhat lacking {all he should take is $5.46 on a $100. 
in inspiration, Rewriting might help. |Incidentally, McCoy claims he kas 
The love scenes between Ann and jan agreement with Equity that no 


| her press 
require it. 


agent admirer certainly 
| 


And the plot develop- 
ment would be more effective if the 


actor in the Canadian summer the- 
jatre circuit—Toronto-Montreal-Ot- 





same elements were treated less |t@wa—will have to accept more than 
| routinely. the official discount. 
Young Thomas gives an earnest | In the case of producers, all their 





/and convincing performance except |©xpenses are paid in Canadian 
| when he is obliged to sit down at |money and, after all expenses and 
{the piano and toss off a classic. |local overhead are written off, the 
te Fig gens proficient at the /profit alone is paid in American 
| Keyvboar 


ing for the out-of-the-way reaches) Tyas. _s no budding virtuoso. |funds less the official discount. It’s 


of the country comes through in 


‘U. S. 90,’ es 7* C’d in an earlier play 
of his, ‘Miss Quis.’ 


In its secondary roles ‘90’ is vividly | 


is likeable as Papa | <4; 4 
_ heme | Sti din out, however : - 
| Schulhoffer, humorously pointing up | eo age _ hv ™. a wpe pe - 
| lines with a German accent. Phyllis | ©?“ © Die STOsses SOTe OF Ihe 
Ellerman, seen to better advantage |P0rder, where war earnings are flush 


in the Woodstock production of ‘and the legitimate theatre business 


populated with the unpretentious, if | ‘Final Answer,’ is not entirely suited |is better than it has ever been for 


somewhat garrulous, folk of the na- 
tion’s highways and byways. But 
the plot on which Morehouse strings 
his character sketches and shrewdly- 
observed details of American life 
seems contrived, thin and ultimately 
— tedious. In its story of a 

ollywood writer and a young ac- 


|to the Ann Barret role, but handles la couple of decades, this consistent 
b intelligently. Opposite her, as |upbeat at the boxoffice more than 
j 4 Ss . } Py 

Sinha os eiel “team ae eee posse the government discount and 
with Helen Baysinger, Anatol Wino- |‘ sd profit made.“"by producers is 
gradoff, Philippa Bevans and Duane ‘te en then much in excess of a great 
McKinney doing right by other |many American playdates in cities 
| parts. Paul. of similar or greater size. 


| 


| 





| (25-80). 


Bridgehampton, L. I. (18-23). 

‘U. S. 90,’ by Ward Morehouse, 
with Gloria Stuart, Warren Hull, at 
Paper Mill playhouse, Millburn, N. 
J. (18-22). | with 

‘About Face,’ by Edward Padula, | 
at Hilltop theatre, Ellicott City, Md. 
(19-23). 

‘Timbula,’ by Elizabeth 
Theatre-in-the-Dale, New 
Conn. (20-23). 

“White Pony,’ by Marion Lloyd, at | 


supreme court yesterday (Tuesday). 
Stillman, agent for Ruth Chatterton, 
$4,187 


the defendant, in 


is seeking under a contract 


which he 
claims was not paid in full. 

Contract was made Oct. 15, 1940 
under which Stillman was to receive 
10% of the weekly gross, less $40 
weekly, on the tour of the play 
‘Pygmalion’ for which he secured the 
actress. Tour ran from Oct. 25, 1940- 


Miele, at 
Milford, 


Woodstock (N. Y.) playhouse (21- = : 
| 94). pen March 25, 1941, and Stillman was 
‘Retreat: from Glory” by Hunter paid $12,369 but claims he is still 


Williams, with Margot Grahame, at owed $4,187. The summary judgment 
Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, | WS denied by Justice by Justice 
N. Y. (18-23). . | Carol G. Walter who declared that 

‘Puritans at Play,’ by Esther Forbes | triable issues existed. 
and Saxon Kling, at Martha’s Vine- 1, eS as 
yard (Mass.) playhouse (18-23). 

‘Lottie Dundas,’ ‘by Enis Bagnold, 
with Geraldine Fitzgerald, at Lobero 
theatre, Santa Barbara, Cal. (21-30). 
Postponed from last week. 

‘The Gentleman Came to Kill,’ by 
Ray Golden, at Assistance League 
playhouse, Los Angeles (21-30). 

‘The King’s Maid,’ by Ferenc Mol- 
nar, at Bass Rocks theatre, Glouces- 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Candle in the Wind’—Playwrights 
and Theatre Guild. 

‘Mr. Big’—George S. Kaufman. 

‘Keep Covered’—Morris Sarnoff. 

‘Two Story House’—-Brock Pem- 


ter, Mass. (25-30). berton. 

‘Sorrow for Angels,’ by George ‘The Wookey’—Metro, Edgar Sel- 
Donald Batson, with Ruth Chatter- | Wyn. > 
ton, at Brattle hall, Cambridge, Mass. ‘Best Foot Forward’ (‘Young 


Man’s Fancy’)—George Abbott. 
‘Great Whitewash’ — Otto Pre- 
minger, Norman Pincus. 
‘Village Green’—Dorothy and Ju- 
lian Olney, Felix Jacoves. 
‘Brother Cain’ — American 
theatre. 
‘Hold On to Your Hats’—Al Jol- 
son (road), 


‘Boys and Girls 
Wynn (road). 


‘Lend an Ear,’ revue by Charles 
Gaynor, at South Shore playhouse, 
Cohasset, Mass. (25-30). 

‘Balalaika,’ by Kric Maschwitz, 
George Posford and Eric Grun, at St. 
Louis Muny Opera (25-30). 

™Mr. Wife,” by William Zehv and 
A. B. Channon, at Hunterdon Hills 
playhouse, Jutland, N. J. (26-30). 

‘Off the Cob,’ revue, at Starlight 
theatre, Pawling, N; Y. (26-30). 


Civic 


Together’—Ed 
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Showcasing a la Hollywood 





Teaser Campaign, Theatre Rented to Introduce 
Czech Comics 


oi. 





ve 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 


EILEEN’, AS LONE ENTRY 





‘Ladies’ $5,500, A. C. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 19. 

‘Ladies in Retirement,’ with Flor- 
ence Reed and Estelle Winwood, 
grossed approximately $5,500 for 
week ending Sunday (17) at Garden 
Pier theatre. This was a drop of | 
more than $2,500 from preceding , 
week when ‘The Man Who Came to 








‘HELLZ’ 24G SHAMES 


Coo! Weather Ups B'way; ‘Ice’ Hottest 
At $23,000, ‘Father’ Jumps to $13,000 


Unusually cool weather for Aue 


| 
| 
;gust perked up business somewhat 


Bete eke 


eee 
Bree Sengtet At wngemmrayes 4 


‘ ‘ 3 but grosses have not reached exe ef 
The sampling et ate Dinner’ played here. L.A. CRIX: JUMP SKIDS pected levels. Exceptional attend- ft 

me what you can do me nd IN CHI FINE ll 400 Monday night (17), ‘Native Son’ ’ -ance not expected until the new if 

ing talent—being a Hollywood in- ’ ’ with Ganeda Lee Anne Bure ond —— | season is started. List now down to 

stitution, Paul Kohner, Hollywood Broadway cast, opened for week. Los Angeles, Aug. 19. |10 shows. There are 18 in London, 

agent, went all the way to introduce Chicago, Aug. 19. Four matinees scheduled. A large ‘Hellzapoppin’ hung up a lusty | Estimates for Last Week 


Voskovee and Werich, Czech comics, 


to the agentry and other interested | the only show in town, turned in its | for Al Jolson show, ‘Hold on to Your | tuesday (12) at the Biltmore. despite (Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
parties last Tuesday night (12).|27th week in the Harris with an- | Hats,’ to open Aug. 27. heat mth pag cei ot Gian aie Ps gy Old Lace,’ Fulton 
Renting the Max Reinhardt Play-|Other fine take of $11,400, being ith Billy | (32d week) (CD-938; $3.30). Top 
house (formerly Ben Bard’s) for the upped by considerable influx of va- Johnson from the cast. With Billy | ; 30). 


night, Kohner sent out enough wires 
to fill the house and the usual num- 
ber of crashers poured into the 
aisles. It was a showmanly presenta- 
tion but the continental comedians 
failed to live up to the buildup 


splurge. Next play due in is ‘Claudia,’ nosticators who Pies a flop | rated around $9,500 
For several days before the sam- | skedded at the Selwyn for an open- : . : without Olsen aps Johnson on the ‘Hellzapo in,” Winter Garden (152d 
pling, Kohner spotted teaser ads in|ing on Sept. 15. John Golden has Stagehands in Boston and Chicago | rostrum. Hellzapoppin’ closes Sat- (Re 


DaILy VARIETY, stressing the play on 
their initials V and W. The first let- 
ter whetted the town’s curiosity, the 
assumption being that it had some- 
thing to do with the Victory cam- 
paign. Few knew any different until 
the program was passed around giv- 
ing the case history of the mysteri- 
ous alphabeticals. 

Team gave out with its complete 
repertoire, consisting mainiy of pat- 
ter abo: | Hitl<: erd overrun Dur: <2 
generally. They appeared in whiie- 
face makeup, affecting the getup of 
circus clowns with habiliments to 
match. 

Program note expends on their 
versatility, remarking that they 
wrote their own plays, acted in them 





and operated their own theatre in 
Czechslovakia for 12 yeors. 
So far, no takers. 


as | Desert Song,’ on Saturday (16), drew : “ty mated at 3,400. Prices ranged from | “".¢. te Rooms,’ P! ‘ 
ME. STRAWHAT HAS |11,161. A total of 73,177 paia in | Cease approximates $10 weekly. 35c to $1.50, with special rates for | wit Lae ee Olen te 
p VER DIFFICULTIES ee = on a Bog ro soldiers in uniform. At the final per- | road after two more weeks and 
soc D1z. rene,’ wi ; , se ; a ’ “2 were ;/augh show should do well out of 
LA | - ’ : formance of ‘New Moon,’ there were 
the Forest Park theatre’s all-time | S ? G m; Yré 3,500; bi 
aooeeh high several weeks ago. CHRI TIE BIG 14 ’ BUT over 200 standees and a like num- ae $3,500; bit more than 


Rangeley, Me., Aug. 19. 

Last week’s production of ‘Penny 
Wise’ at Rangeley Lakes Playhouse 
opened under unique difficulties. At 
the previous Friday night’s perform- 
ance Carl Friedan and Paton Price, 
partners in operating summer thea- 
tre, had been confronted by ultima- 
tum from players who demanded, 
among other conditions, all be signed 


r hlgerriea : ’ rector, who has doubled on the | the fact that its star, Ingrid Bergman, Summer shows at Iroquis Amphi- j at this time. 

or next season and that none could! apron’ several times this season,|had made previous commitments to| theatre had oppish from night base- ‘ Pye cease 
be discharged by Price, as director,| were heavy socks in the comedY|qo the show at Maplewood, N. J.| ball games at Parkway Field, but as | ‘Father’ Jumps To 
without two-thirds vote of all play-| roles. Others who won the mob are Miss Bergman leaves this week to go | the Louisville Colonels sank lower | 


ers. 

After performance management 
and malcontents had showdown and 
seven members of total roster of 15 


“8 . team. Joseph Macauley was a big|O’Flynn, who plays Matt Burke./ance of the season was for ‘New| weeks for ‘Life With Father’ has 
actors left Saturday. Harold Kel-| dick as the governor of Zeeland and | Balance of troupe, headed by J. Ed-| Moon,’ with capacity houses the last | jumped the grosses at the Cass, with 
ledy, of Lyons & Lyons, helped as-| jn his interpretation of ‘Every Day | three nights. ‘Irene’ was the show | the 11th week just closed shooting 


semble substitutes and ‘Penny Wise’ 
opened, hastily rehearsed by four 
new ingenues, Ruth Mark, Mina 


Foch, Claire Kennedy and Charlotte | 


i 
illi re , ing | inal ¢ ek will pre 

Sumner, with Price playing male| Ruth Urban, William Mercer and | the show ready in time at Santa Bar- | factor in building attendance during | Py — were ee Sear 

> | Frederic Persson. Watson Barratt, | there it is breaking in with| the current season. Plans are al- | S€€ Sit € " , 
lead. rie : _; | bara, where it i hae B ss hee, mark for its summer run here, play- 
First season in small converted | Scenic designer, contributed two neat |Geraldine Fitzgerald topping, new aoa? — ef for a, egg ina to well ever Lika prot Ea 
r 7 " . : > ; . i with operettas to be selec y P aes me ” 
dancehall, seating about 200 and —. (eee _ Enid Bagnoid play would reach here P Large number of attendance com- 


scaled at $1.10, has done well and 
Friedan-Price team expects to re- 
turn next summer with full Equity 
cast and conditions. Has been op- 
erating three to five nights weekly. 


== Second-final week of ‘Anna Chris- 23, ‘Life With Father’ company will 
This week company is presenting ‘Anna Christie’ (Ingrid Bergman) | tie’ at the Curran got a big $14,000, TOP FOR TOURING ‘LA ?| take a month’s vacation before start- 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’|—Curran, San Francisco (20-30). |with upstairs pews sold solid every * | ing its coast-to-coast tour. Cass will 


using lots of extras recruited from 
guests at summer hotels. 


G. & S. CO., INC. 























| 








‘My Sister Eileen,’ continuing as 


cationists and conventioneers. 


Marcy Westcott is back in the cast 
as Eileen after an absence due to 
illness. K. T. Stevens, who came in 
to sub, has left the show to return to 
the Coast, where she’s scheduled for 
several pictures. 


John Pollock and Gertrude Brom- 
berg here banging the drum for the 
opening and getting excited about 
Golden’s plans to bring at least three 
shows into Chicago quickly, the sec- 
ond to be ‘Theatre,’ by Somerset 
Maugham. 


-NITE MARK AT 
MUNY, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. 
For the third time this season a 
new one-night attendance record for 
the al fresco summer theatre here, 
sponsored by the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., was set last week when “™>e 








Victor Herbert’s ‘The Red Mill’ be- 
gan a one-week stand last night 
(Monday) with a big mob. Despite 
rain in the afternoon, debut grossed 
an approximate $3,500. 

Evelyn Wyckoff, who scored in her 
local debut in ‘Irene’ several weeks 
ago, repeats her click as Greichen. 
Gil Lamb, terping comedian of the 
1935 and 1936 seasons here, and Jack 
Donohue, the theatre’s ensemble di- 


Detmar Poppen, portly comedian, in 
first p.a. in three seasons here; 
Vivien Fay, Hollywood ballerina, 
and the Lime Trio, comedy acrobatic 


Is Ladies Day With Me.’ 

Standouts in support are William 
Lynn, diminutive comedian; Maryon 
Dale, Eric Mattson, Helen Raymond, 


—_ Road Shows 


(Aug. 20-31) 


* 


‘Barker’ Brighton, Brighton 
Beach, N. Y. (20-24). 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (Phil 


Central, Cedarhurst, L. I. (20-24). 


advance sale of tickets announced | 





Stagehands Asking 


Wage Increases In 
Boston and Chicago 





are seeking wage increases, while no 
demands are reported from other 
stands, including New York. Scale 
arrangement here extends until Feb- 
ruary and will automatically be ex- 
tended unless notification of changes 
are made within a stipulated time. 
In the Hub, a boost of 20% has 


been asked, but it’s been indicated 
that a settlement of around 5% will 


x agreed upon. 


Department heads in Boston have 
been getting $67.50 and they have 
asked for $82.50 weekly. Chicago 
heads will get-more pay, but it prac- 
tically is not an increase. About 
eight years ago they accepted a cut, 
Loop theatricals going into a decline 
with the depression. Deal calls for 
the decrease to end, so that the men 
will get the same pay as before. In- 





WITHDRAWN IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 


Although doing biz that warranted 
a four-week run, the David O. Selz- 
nick company’s version of ‘Anna 
Christie’ was pulled off after the sec- 
ond week at the Curran here due to 


into rehearsals for a Sept. 1 opening. 
Only member of the company here 
who will accompany her is Damian 





Baker )— | 


| ward Bromberg, has returned to Hol- 
| lywood. 

Second Selznick opus, ‘Lottie Dun- 
| dass,’ is definitely out. Unable to get 


too late to exploit before opening of 
‘Hellzapoppin’ on Aug. 31, with no 
subsequent spot available for a couple 
months. 





| night. 


| 
| 


Engagements 





$24,000 for its first full week ending 


House and Eddie Garr replacing the 
originators of the top two roles, 
show is packing ’em in to an extent 
that called for a special performance 
Sunday night (17). Gross for the 
second week should top the initial 
stanza, thus reddening faces of prog- 


urday (23) to make way for ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ opening Aug. 25. 

‘Jump for Joy’ at the Mayan is on 
the skids, with barely $5,000 in the 
damper for the sixth week. Duke 
Ellington musical continues to limp 
along with a large portion of paper 
noticeable in the house. 


L VILLE SEASON 
ENDS IN BLACK 


Louisville, Aug. 19. 








season of summer shows ended Sat- 
urday (16), with attendance esti- 





ber were turned away. Season was 
successful from a weather standpoint, 
the entire 36 consecytive perform- 
ances unmarred by rain. 
}announced that the season would 


final figures showed the venture in 
the red. 


in the American Association stand- 
ing, patrons’*interest waned in base- 
ball, and was directed toward the 
summer operettas. 


to clock the next highest attendance 
mark, drawing 16,500 patrons for six 
| performances. Free dancing on Fri- 
| day and Saturday nights was another 





Shuberts from a list submitted by 


| patrons. 


[UNUSUALLY HIGH $3.85 











against $4.40 when it ran at the Im- 





Fourth and most successful local | 


Officials | 


show a substantial surplus, as con- | 
trasted with previous years when the | 


Largest attend- | 


When ‘Louisiana Purchase’ goes on | 
‘tour the ticket top will be $3.85, as | 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 


money-getter among the remaining 
straight plays and a cinch to go well 
into the new season; around $16,000 
again. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (27th week) (C- 
712; $3.30). One of the shows which 
benefited from better weather but 
has been consistent draw right along; 


week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Talk of 
moving when ‘Crazy House’ is ready 
, but will more likely go to the road; 
| around $16,000. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (sec- 
ond repeat engagement) (5th week) 
(R-3,027; $1.65). Best grosser hold- 
ing to excellent money and is sur- 
prise of summer; up around $1,500 
last week, with the gross quoted 
close to $23,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (92d 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Took a 
healthy jump, weather undoubtedly 
being the factor; quoted at nearly 
$13,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (34th 
week) (CD-991; - $3.30). Another 
show that was benefited through 
coolest August ever recalled around 
Broadway; grossed $9,000. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (42d 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Improved 
more th-n’ any other show and ca- 
| pacity draw Wednesday afternoon; 
gaa $21,000 and a'med through 
| fall. 





‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (38th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Picked up 
after touching a low, but moderate 
money compared to earlier pace; 
three matinees weekly, Monday 
| nights dark; $8,000. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (20th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Plans call 
for engagement extending through 
fall with a road company likely be- 
ing formed; $15,000 and plenty okay 


$13,400 in Detroit 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 


Announcement of the last two 


$2,500 over the preceding week. Dor- 
othy Gish-Louis Calhern company 
gathered an estimated $13,400 for last 
week. 





| 

| 

| pared to the grosses is due to the 
|fact that numerous special offers 
| were made to clubs and labor unions 
| here during the final weeks. 

| Following the close here on Aug. 


| be dark only a week, coming up with 
| ‘Meet the People’ on Aug. 31. 























Albany, N. Y., Aug. 19. ‘Flight to the West’ (Isabel) ; =e 
American Gilbert & Sullivan Sewell, Michael Whalen)—Windsor, | | perial, N. Y. That price is excep- 
Opera Co., Inc., has been chartered! Bronx. N. Y. (20-24); Flatbush,| Matt Briggs, ‘Village Green.’ tional on the road, where, in the 
ti a a theatrical business in| Brooklyn (26-31). | Yee Baker. ‘The Distant City.’ past, the top has been $3 lag _ 
ye ork, with a capital of 200 ‘ 4 in’ ilt r .  §O ac} » Nicht? |sicals and $2.75 for straight plays. 
shares, no par value. “igen ee ai yg ng Png —_ J — Cla ‘ * — th | Claimed that the higher scale is nec- 
— 195): Civic aud.. Pasadena, Cal. (26); | w illard Parker, ‘Lady in ” essary if the show is to turn a profit 
| Long Beach (Cal.) aud. (27); Civic | Dark. _ a because of the salaries paid the stars 
Singing Star of the Americas}! aud., San Jose, Cal. (28); Mun. aud., Byron ‘Busset, xilbert Russell, | and name players in Purchase, and 
|Sacramento, Cal. (29-30); Curran, ‘The Wookey | because their pay increases out of 
S. F. (31). | Russ Brown. Oswald, Gilberto town. 
io EO RGE | ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ (Al Jolson) Galvan, ‘Viva O'Brier It's ventured, too, that a general 
Beverly Bayne. Reed Brown, Jr.,| raising of prices Is anticipated, but.-| 


| Garden Pier, Atlantic City (27-30). | 
| ‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington )— 
Mayan, L. A. (20-23). | Mildred Natwick, Clifton Webb, 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish)| pesgy Wood, Leonore Corbett, 
—Case, Detroit (20-23). | ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 


the scales for other name musicals | 
such as ‘Boys and Girls Together’ | 
(Ed Wynn) and ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats’ (Al Jolson) are slated for the 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





Phyllis Thaxter, ‘Claudia’ (road). 














NEGRETTE 











. i °— re ‘ '$3 level. Higher rate is scheduled | NORMAN 
now at Hal Roach studios Flatbush an ae | ong: woe BP ogee ag Mod i ‘Panama Hattie when it goes on | 
production “FIESTA” ‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chi.+ an Raat = y pete : tour. Show is slated to continued at | 
(20-30). roy we Ona ha the 46th Street until Christmas. Both | 
Management: ‘Native Son’—Garden Pier, Atlan- | Anita Lindsay, Se ‘Purchase’ and ‘Hattie’ were pro- | 
WALLACE DOWNEY, INC. tic City (20-24); Windsor, Bronx, | Norman Williams, William ; a duced by Buddy De Sylva, presently and 
ae Srenavar, Bow Cask N. Y. (26-31). Jack Lambert, Royal Raymond, being occupied in picture production | SYLVIA 








‘Quiet Please’—Alcazar, San Fran- | ‘Brother Cain.” ee 
cisco (21-27). | Helen Hayes, Stiano Braggiotti. 
‘Village Green’ (Frank Craven)— | Evelyn Varden, Leona Roberts, Min- 
Maryland, Baltimore (25-30). nie Dupree, Justina Wayne, Robert 


in Hollywood with Paramount. 











SHORE 


| SAMUEL FRENCH TRYOUT DEFERRED 


SINCE 1830 ‘The Wookey’ (Edmund Gwenn, | Harrison, Nell Harrison, Knud Kru- tony Creek, Conn., Aug. 19. ; Featured With 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE Heather Angel)—National, Washing-| ger, Walter Palm, Tonio Selwart.| Stony Creek’s lone tryout of the GEORGE WHITE’S SCANDALS 
Plays fer Stage, Screen and Radic 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
8il West 7th Street, Les Angeles 





Minneapolis—Aug. 79 
THEN—ON TOUR 
Management: WM. KENT 

| 1778 Broadway New VYerk 


|season has been shifted from Aug. | 
| 25 to Sept. 1. It’s ‘Good Neighbor,’ 
| by Jack Levin, and will be staged by 


| Sinclair Lewis 


Richard Revy, Stanley Jessup, Brian 
‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton )— | Connaught, George Andre, Herbert 

Russ aud., San Diego (20-23); Bilt- | Berghoff, Jacqueline Paige, John 

more, L. A. (25-30). | Haggott, ‘Candle in the Wind.’ 


ton (25-30). 
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OBITUARIES 


DAVID C. WERNER ' 

David C. Werner, 50, longtime cast- | 
ing director, story editor and talent | 
scout at Universal under the Carl) 
Laemmle regime, died following an | 
operation at. Cedars of Lebanon hos- | 
pital, Hollywood, Sunday (17). 

Werner was connected with Uni-| 
versal 11 years, starting as eastern | 
story editor and talent hunter. He 
went to Hollywood as casting direc- 
tor in 1932 and remained there until 
the company passed to present own- 
ership. As talent scout he was cred- 
ited with sending Bette Davis west 
for a screen test, making the first 
test of Clark Gable for films and 
many others of today’s prominents. 

Until stricken he was aide and 
casting director for Richard Rowland 
Productions, working on ‘Three 
Cheers for Miss Bishop.’ 

Survived by widow and son. After 
services at Groman’s Mortuary to- 
day (20) remains are being sent to 
N. Y. for interment. 








JAMES GREIG 


James Greig, 46, salesman out of | 
the St. Louis UA branch, died) 
Thursday (14) in Barnes hospital, St. | 
Louis, from injuries suffered July 28 | 
when his automobile crashed into a) 


A Solemn Anniversary Mass on Tues- 
day, August 26th, at 10 o’clock a.m., 
will be offered at the Chureh of the 
‘Blessed Sacrament, on West ist 


Street, just off Broadway, New York 


City, for 


MR. JERE J. COHAN 
MRS. HELEN F. COHAN 
MRS. JOSEPHINE COHAN NIBLO 





tree near Festus, Mo., 28 miles south 
of St. Louis. Greig suffered a frac- 
tured right leg, pelvis and internal 
injuries. He was never conscious 
long enough to explain the accident. 
He was returning to St. Louis from 
a business trip to Jackson, Mo., 
when the accident occurred. 

Greig was connected with the St. 
Louis UA branch for the last seven 


ears; previously he worked for 
20th-Fox both in St. Loo-and in 
Memphis. 


Survived by widow and 16-year- 
old son. 





JACK LARRIC 

Jack Larric, 53, playwright and 
newspaperman, died Monday (18) in 
New York after a long illness. He 
had also been a writer of many 
scenarios produced in Hollywood. 

Among Larric’s most notable plays 
were ‘Denial,’ presented on Broad- 
way in 1919; ‘Sleepless Night,’ 1921; 
‘The Hasy Mark,’ 1926, and ‘Made in 
France,’ 1930. 

Widow and sister survive, 





JOHN COATES 

sohn Coates, 76, English operatic 
tenor, died Aug. 16, after a long ill- 
ness, at his home in Northwood, 
Middlesex, England. For some 50 
years he appeared in both grand and 
light opera. 

Born in Bradford, England, Coates 
made his' debut as a singer while 
still a boy and in 1894 appeared in 





London for the first time as a mem- 
ber of the D’Oyly Carte Co. at the 
Savoy theatre. He often appeared 
on the concert stage and won con- 
siderable acclaim for his rendition of 
old English songs and airs associ- 
ated with the Shakespearean era. 
He toured America upon two oc- 
easions. 





FRANK G. MOULES 


Frank G. Moules, 37, of Halifax, 
N. S., who organized the Frank 
Moules orchestra 16 years ago and 
had led it ever since, died sudden- 
ly at his Halifax home. He had just 
finished a night’s stand with his 
orch at a summer hotel when he was 
stricken. Apparently, he had been 
in good health. 

Moules’ orch was the first to broad- 
cast over CHNS, Halifax. He took it 
all through Nova Scotia for engage- 
ments at hotels, night clubs, theatres, 
and dance halls, the outfit being one 
of the busiest in the eastern prov- 
inces. 





LOUIS B. RICH 


Louis B. Rich, 36, for the last five 
years secretary-accountant for Hor- 
ace Heidt, and who also did a num- 
ber of arrangements for the orches- 
tra, died Aug. 15 at Mt. Sinai hos- 

ital, Milwaukee, after a six-month 
ess. To theatre audiences Rich 
was known as a memory expert, 
and it was his remarkable profi- 
ciency in this respect that first at- 
tracted Heidt’s attention to him. 

Survived by his widow, Rose, his 

mother and brother, 


OTTO ROCKMAN 





Otto Rockman, 60, former Chicago 
nitery operator, died 
Aug. 9. Rockman had been inter- 
ested in several key nite spots in 
Chicago in his time, and was a char- 
ter member of the famous old Com- 
edy Club, Chi show business group. 
Later got into politics and was on 
the Board of Assessors, 

Burial in Chicago. 


EDUARDO PASTOR 

Eduardo Pastor, 65, Spanish stage 
comedian who made a big rep in 
Mexico and Latin-America, died at 
his home in Mexico City. 

Pastor went to Mexico from Spain, 
where, with his late father, Isidoro, 
he became a star at the turn of the 
century. In Mexico, he developed 
into a comic tenor. 

Surviving are a widow and 10 
children. Burial was in Mexico City. 








WILLIAM T. HODDER 

William T. Hodder, 70, president 
of the Leona Theatre Corp., opera- 
tors of houses in and around Home- 
stead, Pa., died at Braddock General 
Hospital, Pittsburgh, last week after 
long illness. 

He leave his widow and two sons. 





JAMES WHITE 


James White, 72, of Amherst, 
N. S., who had played the cornet in 
bands and on the stage for 51 years, 
died suddenly at his Amherst home 
of a heart attack. Surviving are the 
widow, three daughters and one son. 





J. STUART BLACKTON 
J. Stuart Blackton, 66, pioneer film 
producer, died last week in Holly- 
wood of auto injuries. 
Further details in film department. 





HARVEY W. CHAPMAN 
Harvey Wood Chapman, 66, for- 
mer drama critic on old Bridgeport 
Standard, died Aug. 15 in Bridgeport. 





Mrs. Eliz#beth Fraser Lloyd, 71, 
mother of Harold Lloyd, died Aug. 
17 at her home in Beverly Hills, Cal., 
after several months’ illness. Other 
survivors are another son, Gaylord; 
two sisters, a brother and four grand- 
children. Her brother is William R. 
Fraser, general manager of the Har- 
old Lloyd Corp. 





MARRIAGES 


La Salle Gulkis to Neal Hopkins, 
Aug. 9, in West New York, N. J. He 
is a member of the scripting staff of 
NBC, New York. 


Fritzi Breger to Abe Schechter, 
July 15, in New York. He is NBC 
news and special events head. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Eichenberger in 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 4. Groom is 
p.a. with KGW-KEX. 


Mr. and Mrs, Bob Tomlinson in 
Portland. Ore., Aug. 6. Groorn is 
on the announcing staff of KGW- 
KEX, 

Eleanor Caretta to Joseph E. Mc- 
Conville, Aug. 14, in N. Y. He’s for- 
eign representative for Columbia 
Pictures and son of Joseph A. Mc- 
Conville, company’s foreign manager. 

Dorothy Hughes to Allan Douglas, 
in Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. He’s in M-G 
booking department, Pitt exchange, 
and she’s in the inspection dept. 

Lu Anne Meredith to Hal Lynch, 
Aug. 16, in Hollywood. Bride is a 
dancer. 

Miriam Ryan to Jack Thomas, an- 





nouncer with KSO-KRNT, Des 
Moines, in Des Moines Aug. 13. 

Ellen Drew to Sy Bartlett, Aug. 
16, at Lake Tahoe, Cal. Bride is 
film player; he’s screenwriter. 

Bess Johnson to Peter J. Fick, 
in Warrenton, Va., June 10. Bride 
is radio actress and script writer; 
he’s the widower of Donna Dame- 
rel, who played the role*of Marge 
on the ‘Myrt and Marge’ radio show. 

Doris Rich to Ralph Stuart, in 
Beverly Hills; Aug. 4. Bride is a 
stage and radio actress; he’s a writer 
and former actress and director. 

Lois January to William Gernaunt 
in Kansas City, Mo., Aug. 13. Bride 
is the musical comedy performer; 
he’s associated with the Professor 
Quiz program. 

Martha Remlinger to W. O. James, 
Aug. 8, in Columbus. He’s manager 
of the Palace and Marion theatres, 
Marion, O. 

Eileen Creelman to Frederick 
Davenport, Aug. 16, in Marietta, O. 
She’s film critic for the N. Y. Sun. 
Cynthia Westlake to Rudy Ising, 
Aug. 16, in Beverly Hills, Cal. She’s 
a film player; he’s the Metro cartoon 











producer. 


in Chicago |} 


lin Steubenville, O. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Laemmle, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Ang. 11. 
Father is scenario assistant at 


| Paramount. 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Grobe, daughter, 
Aug. 11, in New York. Father is 
continuity director of station WINS, 
New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Dooley, son, 
Father is an- 
nouncer at WSTV, Steubenville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Jacobs, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 10. Father’s in 
M-G booking dept., Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Rosen, daughter, 
in Hollywood, Aug. 14. Father is 
cameraman at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Streibert, 
son, Aug. 16, in Brooklyn. Father is 
v.p. of WOR, New York. 

Mr. and Mrs, John Kolbmann, son, 
Aug. 13, in Philadelphia. Father is 
sportscaster on WHAT, Philly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herb Welch, son, 
Aug. 10, in Columbus, O. He’s an 
announcer with WBNS there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wickliffe Crider, 
daughter, in New York. Father is 
radio publicity director in New York 
office of J. Walter Thompson agency. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Lefkowitz, 
daughter, Aug. 14, Paterson, N. J. 
Father manages Clifton theatre, 


Clifton, N. J. 








————— 
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to arouse Americans to their peril, 
and shouldn’t it center American 
attention on this destructive and 
brutal force that is running amuck 
over Europe? 

Rhetorical Questions 


Carrying the offensive to Nye and 
Wheeler, the trailers also would ask 
if the two Senators don’t think 
Americans should have and despise 
Hitlerism and the things for which 
it stands, and if Nye and Wheeler 
themselves approve what Hitler has 
done and is doing and the totali- 
tarian creed. Concluding trailers 
would ask patrons to register their 
own sentiments in the matter of 
questionnaires to be deposited at the 
boxoffice. 


Several Northwest Allied leaders 
have declared they don’t believe the 
films have done nearly enough ‘in 
putting the facts before the public, 
making men and women moviegoers 
realize what a complete Nazi victory 
would mean to the United States and 
stirring Americans’ consciousness to 
the sort of a world which likely 
will prevail if Hitler triumphs.’ 
One question in the proposed ques- 
tionnaire to patrons would ask if 
they think it wrong for the movies 
to show what the Nazis have done 
and are doing and what totalitarian- 
ism means, if the representations are 
truthful] and in view of the fact that 
a majority of Americans believe 
that, if Hitler is victorious, the U. S. 
will be imperilled, that the fuehrer 
is bent on world conquest and that 
he is an enemy of truth, justice and 
liberty. 


| Coughlin’s Smear 
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preme Court. Along with the repi- 
tition of the Nye charges, the pub- 
lication accuses Hollywood of ‘inter- 
national interests of wide range and 
power—such as gun-running  be- 
tween warring countries, oil conces- 
sions and munitions contracts—all 
were within gunshot of the investi- 
gators had the Government’s law 
officers been permitted to open up 
the Hollywood situation.’ 

In a following editorial, some of 
the pique of the former radio priest, 
n? longer on the airways, is reflected 
}under the title, ‘After the Smear, 
What?’ in which the radio takes a 
belting. 

‘Father Coughlin receives letters 
from individuals of influence and 
prominence who never were in his 
corner before,’ the editorial declares 
in part. ‘They admit his warning 
was wise and his information ac- 
curate at a time when they disbe- 
lieved his facts and scoffed at his 
counsel, 


‘Now that his radio voice is 
silenced by the powerful little 
monopoly that controls radio-—and 
his activity in the church is re- 
strained while his detractors and the 
pre-war clerics are given full rein— 
the silent Father Coughlin is 
stronger today than before -the 
smear.’ 

The editorial was defending 
Charles Lindbergh and Senator Bur- 
ton Wheeler, with the N. Y. Times 











singled out for considerable abuse. 











Literati 








Saga of Coney Island 

Nobody ever rocked that ancient 
cradle of carnival, 
quite so briskly as Oliver Pilat and 
Jo Ranson do in their resort history 
called ‘Sodom by the Sea’ (after the 
ministerial tagline of the not so ele- 
gant ’80s). The book has been 
pushed up into the best seller class 
by such tidbits as how Charles Mac- 
Arthur proposed marriage in the Old 
Mill, and how Heywood’ Broun was 
melted down to make hips for Mae 
West at the Eden Musee waxworks 
on Surf avenue. 

Showfolks are also keen on the 
history which combines a sound 
knowledge of the development of 
recreation with a host of Coney 
contes about performers and outdoor 
showmen, ranging from Mabel Talia- 
ferro and Milton Berle to Skip 
Dundy and Fred Thompson’ who 
built Luna Park. The book is also 
crowded with magnificent material 
on sideshow freaks; flat and gravity 
rides; the era of lawlessness in 
Coney in the days of Thunderbolt 
Norton, John Y. McKane and the 
original Kenny Sutherland. Coney’s 
bathing morals are well handled in a 
chapter tagged, ‘Sin in Suits.’ Plenty 
pix material in ‘Sodom by the Sea’ 
(Doubleday-Doran; $3). 





F. P. A. Off N. Y. Post 


Franklin P. Adams, who writes 
The Conning Tower column for the 
New York Post, severs his connec- 
tion with the paper effective Sept. 2, 
when his current six-week vacation 
ends. Parting is said to be amicable. 
Post’s decision to drop the feature 
was for economy reasons. 

Ted Thackrey, editor of the paper, 
reached an agreement with Adams 
last week. Columnist had no con- 
tract with the Post. His column has 
appeared in the paper since 1938. It 
previously was carried by the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune and before that in 
the old N. Y. Tribune and the N. Y. 


World, having been started in the | 


N. Y. Evening Mail. 

Adams’ regular appearance on the 
‘Information Please’ radio series for 
Lucky Strike is understood to earn 
him $750 a week from the program. 





So. Amer. ‘Hearst’ Dead 


Eight pages of obit and comment 
recorded the news of the death of 
Natalio Botana—known variously as 
the ‘Hearst’ and the ‘Lord Beaver- 
brook’ of South America—in his 
own Critica. Publisher, who was 
practically the sole owner of the 
leading B.A. afternooner, and of the 
new Baires Films studio, died Aug. 7 
of injuries suffered in an automobile 
accident. He was 52. 

Eduardo Bedoya, director of Cri- 
tica, ordered war news pushed to the 
background, ruled the front page 
with black, and included comments 
on Botana from all parts of the 
world. He was strongly pro-Yanqui 
and 100% pro-Democracy. Botana’s 
deathbed gesture, in fact, was to 
make the ‘V’ sign. 





‘Smart’ Mag Bankrupt 

John B. Ferris Pub. Corp., pub- 
lisaer of the magazine ‘Smart,’ filed 
a voluntary petition of bankruptcy 
in N. Y. federal court yesterday 
(Tuesday), listing $20,700 in assets 
and $57,355 In liabilities. Assets con- 
sist of $18,000 due from newsstands 
and $2,500 for good will. 

Liabilities include $1,049 in taxes, 
$34,176 to W. F. Hall Printing Co. for 
priting the magazine, and $16,883 to 
Buckly Dunton & Co. for paper. 





$2.50 Worth of Glamor 

Olga Malcova, Bergdorf - Good- 
man’s No. 1 glamor gal, has authored 
‘Wanted: Girl With Glamor,’ which 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce will publish 
Aug. 21 ($2.50). 

It’s a practical guide to a recently 
well publicized (and paying) career 
—modeling. 





LITERATI OBITS 


William H. Levings, 68, former 
city editor of the Los Angeles Herald 
& Express, died Aug. 9 in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. He had been a 
newspaper man on the Coast for 47 
years. 

Edwin John Kiest, owner of 
KRLD, Dallas, and publisher of the 
Dallas Daily Times-Herald, died in 
Dallas last week, six weeks before 
his 80th birthday. 

David H. Light, 48, editor of Pitts- 
burgh music world publication, Mu- 
sical Forecast, a monthly, and edi- 
tor and publisher of This Week in 
Pittsburgh, a weekly throwaway, 
died suddenly Aug. 11 at his home 
in Pittsburgh of a heart attack. He 


Coney Island, 








was also a member of the board of 
the Pittsburgh Opera Society, 

Ernest S. Simpson, 74, veteran 
newspaperman and long in charge of 
public relations for the International 
Harvester Company, died Aug. 14 at 
his home in Chicago. 

James W. Dean, 47, retired execu. 
tive of the Newspaper Enterprise As- 
sociation. and a founder of Acme 
News Pictures, died Aug. 14 in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., after a long illness, 

Julius P. Holz, 85, v.p. of the 
Staats-Herold Corp., publishers of 
the New Yorker Staats-Zeitung, Ger- 
man language daily, died Aug. 13 at 
his home in Forest Hills, N. Y. 

Charles H. Taylor, 73, treasurer 
and director of the Boston Evening 
Globe, died Monday (18) at his 
Boston home after a long illness. His 
newspaper career spanned 44 years, 





CHATTER 


Gene Markey sold his yarn, ‘Good 
night, Galatea,’ to Liberty. 


Rex Smtih, Newsweek editor, on 
the coast to inspect airplane fac- 
tories. 


Randolph Hancock has been made 
editor of the Jacksonville (N. C.) 
Record. 

Jesse Zunser now drama editor of 
Cue mag, succeeding Oliver Claxton, 
resigned. 

Charles Coburn putting his col- 
legiate lectures on ‘The Art of Act- 
ing’ into book form. 

Dick Herbert, sports editor of the 
Rocky Mount (N. C.) Evening Tele- 
gram, has been made assistant direc- 
tor of sports publicity at N. C. State 
college, Raleigh. 

David G. Wittels, who recently re- 
signed as a member of the Philly 
Record staff, has been hired as pub- 
licity director for the Independent 
Republican Campaign Committee in 
that city. 


| Bills Next Week 


| 
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Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 


Hotel Westminster 
(Rocf Garden) 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Harry Drake Rev 
Roof Garden Gls 

Vitta Gibson 


i Marlo & King 
Florence Hallman Ibanez & Juanita 
Runkie & Lambert | Hal Freed 


Noel Sherman Gls 
Hotel Ritz Carletoa 


Hotel Essex 
Ernest Murray Ore 





Billy Kelly (Ritz Roof) 
Jack Manning Dick Rogers Ore 
Al Lewis Dr Giovanni 
Victor Donato Marcia & Gunsett 
Adele Corev Ruth Aarons 
Rita Henderson Sandor Glancz 
Hotel Gardner Adrienne 
Burt Shaw International Casine 
Evalyn Harvey Henri Jobert Ore 
Hotel Sheraton The Cave 
(Sky Garden) Ralph Porras Ore 
Don Dudley Ore Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Hotel Statler Jerry & Lillian 
(Cafe Rouge) Colita & Corral 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore! Phil Barry 
Anchorage Betty Harper 


Babe Rhodes 
Kennywood Park 
Del Courtney Orc 

Jack Milton 

Joe Martin 

Dick Dildine 

3 Dells 

Bob Moonan 


Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 


Balconades 
Buddy Carlson Ore 
Bill Green’s 


E Hoagland Ore Faludys 
Don Burke New Penn 
Boogie-Woogie Club| Ralph Allen Orc 
Boog Sherman Leon & Dawn 
Maxie Simon Buddy Birch 
Harry Comorada Janet Lee 
Buddy Blaine Flash Davis 
Tubby Milier Ida aie 
Reggie Dvorak Ni 
Cork and Bettie I xon Cafe 
Lloyd Fox Al Marisco Ore 
‘ . Bob Carter 
teat Coloniai Caryl Gould 
Eddie Weitz Ore Mary Jane Brown 
Gerry Richards Blancharos 
Eddie Peyton’s Golden Pair 
Art Schamberg Orc N 
: I ut House 
Mildred Segal Sherdina Walker O 
Eddie Peyton Ted Blake 
Sandy Mcclintock George Gregg 
Marion Muller Evelyn Nellis 
Evergreens Arthur Lloyd 
Revelers Chuck Wilson 
Kay Burke Oasis 
Pe , re £ . 
Ray Valance Bobby Annis Orc 
Nancy Grey Stu Braden 
Hotel Fort Pitt Pines 


Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Hoerry Walton 
Hotel Hen 
(Silver Grill) 
Stan Rucker 4 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 


Howard Becker Ore 
Mae Harris 
Trelon 

Yachtsmen 
Nancy Gardner 
George Webber 

Yacht Club 
H Middleman Oro 
Gordan & Sawyer 
Rollette & Dorothes 
Al Ferguson 
Manch Gls 
Shirley Heller 


Al Devin Sky-Vue 

peversreen Gardens | Teddy King Orc 
evelers | 

ein. Sone Frank Natale 


Wicked Willies Mike Sandretto 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Johnny Kaaihue 
Royal Hawiians 


Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Cliff Winehi!ll 


Hotel Wm Penn 2 Co-Eds 
(Continental Bar) | Peter Higgins 
Wanda Key Taylor 
Escorts 


West View Park 
Buzz Ashton Ore 
Torrence & Victoria 


Merry-Go-Round 
Benny Burton Orc 
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a Broadway 


Tom Kane ahead of 
ooms.” 
7 J. J. Shubert making most trips by 
lane of late. 
. Gladys Hurlbut leaves Sept. 1 by 
motor for the Coast. 

Annie Kelly (and Kent) a patient 
jn the French hospital. 

Wally Downey flying to the Coast 
this weekend on business. 

Jim Tully’s new book is about a 
bum who became a writer. : 

Chippy Carson has been optioned 
by 20th Century-Fox for ‘Remember 

Day.’ 
gg Po ‘Gerton using Dan Frohman’s 
old apartment in the top’ of the 
Lyceum theatre as his office. 

“Eve Ettinger, Columbia’s eastern 
story editor, vacationing in the 
Berkshires. 

Martin Rackin to the Coast with 
hi; wife. It’s a honeymoon trip for 
them. ; 

Sue Ryan, songstress-comedienne, 
recovering from a recent appendec- 
tomy in the Bronx. 

Oscar Doob joined the Hole-in- 
One club last week; made it on the 
fifth hole at Glen Oaks, Great Neck, 
L. 1. 

Sunday night on Broadway like a 
winter weekend, rain and cold Keep- 
ing folks away from beaches and 





‘Separate 


country. } 
John Farris of AP will cover 
Broadway drama premieres until 


Mark Barron recovers from jungle 
fever. . ; 

Capt. Vincent G. Hart, motion pic- 
ture attorney, on the State Staff of 
the Adjutant General’s Dept., is at 
Camp Smith, Peekskill. : 

Warner Club (WB employes) has 
skedded its annual golf tournament 
for Old Oaks Country Club at Pur- 
chase, N. Y., Sept. 11. 7” 

Professionals are asked to join the 
American Women’s Voluntary Serv- 
ice. an organization designed to 
handle mass feeding in emergencies. 

Austin Keough, Paramount’s chief 
counsel, who planed to the Coast 
Friday (15) on a brief business trip, 
expects to be back in New York to- 
day (Wednesday). 

Jack Wrege, manager’ United 
Artists’ playdate department, cele- 
brates his 15th anniversary with the 
company this week. Started as a 
clerk in the percentage department. 

Mimi Berry, 17, who won the 
singing contest for models held at 
Sherman Billingsley’s Stork Club, 
July 29, opened her prizewinning 
forthnight’s engagement at_ the 
Stork last night (Tuesday ). 

Shirley Booth, vacationing from 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
to Nantucket with her husband, Ed 


Gardner. He was bedded last week 
with a throat ailment. Betty Fur- 
ness subbing for Miss Booth in 
*Eileen’. 


Fred Runyon, writer on the Hedda 
Hopper program and columnist and 


editorial writer for the Pasadena 
(Cal.) Independent, planed in 
Friday (15) for couple of weeks’ 


gander at the Broadway shows and 
visit with his brother Jack Runyon, 
Ted Bates agency’ radio head. 


By John Bartholomew 


Arthur Boran at Dorney’s. 

Pocono Male Chorus concerted. 

Wooding Singers at Onawa Lodge, 
Mountainhome. 

Morton, the magician, at the Ont- 
wood, Mt. Pocono. 

Glen Brook’s final outdoor dance 
had Earl Franklin’s orch. 

The Great West End Fair 
one-day fair in the state) 
day (27) at Gilbert. 

Don Ray’s band set for Emerson 
Hotel, Baltimore, at close of season 
at Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on-Dela- 
were. 

Bobby Byrne’s orch at Saylor’s 
Lake Pavilion, Saylorsburg, tonight 
(20). Russ Morgan comes in Satur- 
Gay (23). 

‘Petticoat Fever’ 
presentation by the 
ers at Worthington theatre. 
Fairfax is the director. 

Marion Kneller and Dorothy Hil- 
liard concluded third and final week 
in floor show at Craigs Meadows 
hotel. Clair LeBeaux band featured. 

Annual Pocono Mts. Horse 
Ball at Penn-Stroud hotel, 


(largest 
Wednes- 


next on list for 
Shawnee Play- 
Barney 


Gibbons 
dancers. 


and the Arthur Murray 





Bucks County, Pa. 


Bernie Hart in from Coast; 
his brother’s (Moss) manse. 

Harry Kaufman in to catch ‘Beg- 

ars Opera.’ 
or weekend. 

Otto Hulett 
N. Y. for George Kaufman produc- 
tion, ‘Mr. Big.’ 

Susan Palmer raising her own 
vegetables’ for her N. Y. restaurant 
on her Newtown farm. 

Phyllis Perlman, George Abbott 
P.a., suffered leg injury trying to 
s€parate couple of battling mutts. 

Ethel Wallace script, ‘The Beggar's 
Room,’ based on local 19th century 
trial, making rounds of the pro- 
ducers. 

Theron Bamberger dropped option 


at 





at the Biltmore, | 





Show | 
Friday | 
(22), has Tommy Donlin’s Pennsy]- | 
vanians, Carolyn Fisher with Peter | 





Ditto Mady Christians | 
and Nina Doll to | 





on Phil Lewis’ ‘Walking Home.’ Sub- 
stituting ‘Old Acquaintance’ at New 
Hope Sept. 1. 

Dudley Clements suffered heart 
attack during rehearsals of ‘Arms 
and the Man’ at New Hope. Richard 
Hale took over. 

Don Walker to New York, where 
he’s arranging score for new Ab- 
bott musical, ‘Best Foot Forward’ 
(formerly ‘Young Man’s Fancy’). 

Ainsworth Arnold starring this 
week at nearby Yardley in ‘Bishop 
Misbehaves.’ Nat Burns has signed 
Mort Stevens, New Hope favorite, to 
come down to his Yardley showshop 
for ‘You Can't Take It with You,’ in 
which Stevens starred at Playhouse 
two seasons ago. 

Haila Stoddard back from Sara- 
toga to star in ‘Biography’ Aug. 25 
at Playhouse. Theron Bamberger 
and Ken Nicholson trying to per- 
suade Louis Calhern to star in final 
bill of season Sept. 15. Calhern 
starts month’s vacation from ‘Life 
With Father’ road company Satur- 
day in Detroit. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 
Bobby Morris heads new show at 
Globe burlesk this week. 
Lee Bartell tops new revue at 
Round the World Room of President 
hotel. 


Cliquot Club Tropical Room put- 
ting on breakfast show every Friday 
morning. 

Elaine and Barry, dance team, re- 
turn to Stratosphere Room of Tray- 
more hotel. 

Uncle Don will make Sunday ap- 
pearance on Hamid’s Pier for bal- 
ance of season. 

John L. McClay, Jr., former man- 
ager of WBAB, was called, then 
volunteered for military service. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 
guests at Irvin Wolf's Star Night at 
Breakers hotel Ship Deck Sunday. 

‘Icecapades’ grossed approximately 
$50,000 here for first 17 days. Last 
year it was $63,000 for six and a half 
weeks. 

Frank P. Gravatt has contributed a 
$5,000 exhibit space on upper deck 
of Steel Pier to house complete 
panorama of WPA projects. 

Henry Jerome Pasnick, who con- 
ducts orch as Henry Jerome, and 
Stepping Tones, at Phil Barr’s 500 





Club, have been called by Army. 
Ditto for Antonio Lara DeReyes, a 
member of President hotel Round 


the World Room orch. 
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90,000 In Rain 
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tive instrumental work, and Helen 
Forrest, warbler with the Goodman 
crew, offered up some gentle but 
solid vocal renditions, 

Interesting -were the reviews 
turned out by the Chi daily paper 


critics. To the Daily News reviewer, 
Cootie Williams, playing ‘Deep 
River,’ suggested ‘a swarm of huge 


tropical birds, all trying to get into 


one nest.’ The Tribune man found 
that in the audience ‘enthusiasm 
mounted steadily...There was a 


strangled quality of unbearable ex- 


citement in their shouts and ejacu- 
lations A shout of ecstacy went up 
.You would have sworn that the 


whole crowd had just been inducted 
into paradise.’ From the Times dele- 
gate, however, came the obsgrvaiion 
that the band was an ‘aggregation of 
fine to the cor- 
ruption of American popular music.’ 


virtuosos dedicated 


There are those who will continue 
to maintain that swing is dead, but 


Goodman's concert drew front page | 
| notices, 
| the obituary section. 


and the front page is not 
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ao horn: to 
Columbus lived. 
claim Columbus, 
truly a Spanish hero.’ 


men ‘It will ge 


epoch which 
Fourteen 
but he was 


countries 


Pascal Back in N. Y. 


Pascal returned to New York 
Friday (15) from a three-week visit 
abroad. <A representative confirmed 


his plans for a Columbus picture to 
be made in Spain but asserted it was 
far in the future with ‘about 1952 
as good a prospective date as any.’ 
It also was revealed, however, that 
Pascai remained several days more 
in Lisbon than he expected, the 
time being spent in delving into the 
possibilities of the Columbus film. 
Producer confabbed with Shaw in 
England on plans for filmization of 
additional plays by the famed British 
writer. Pascal's version of Shaw’s 


(‘Major Barbara’ will be released by 


UA on Sept. 12. Next on Pascal’s 


slate is ‘The Snow Goose’ by Paul 
| Gallico, to be made in Canada, with 
|Shaw’s ‘Arms and the Man’ to fol- 
| low. 


Pascal declared that Paul 
Muni will probably get top role in 


\the latter and it is likely to be made 
in Canada 





the | 


| intense heat. 


Paris 





Berlin Philharmonic to Paris for 
end of August. 


Mistinguett off to Switzerland 
from Paris for rest. 
Film and _ stage actor Gaston 


Dubosc, 81, died in Paris. 

Jose Moselli, 59, the Edgar Wallace 
of France, died at Cannes. 

Newspaperwoman Titayana has 
written play, ‘Echec Aux Dames.’ 

Edmond Rostand’s ‘Aigion’ to be 
given at the Chatelet next season. 

Nox, new cabaret, opened in Latin 
Quarter in the stand of old Noctam- 
bules. 

Alice Cocea contracted to take lead 
in a play by Henri Jeanson next 


season. 
Edmond Guiraud just finished 
three-act play, ‘Patries’ (‘Father- 


lands’), 
Talk of reopening Palais des Glace 


skating palace on the Champs 
Elysees. 
Next play skedded for Michel, 
Paris, is ‘Palais Joyeux’ (‘Happy 
Palaces’). 


One hundred fiftieth anniversary 
of Mozart’s death will be observed 
in Paris in December. 

French Rintintin, who was wounded 
in the war, is to make film come- 
back with Maria Dea in ‘Premier 


| Bal.’ 


Charles Dullin, director and play- 
wright, named director of Sarah 
Bernhardt theatre in Paris for three 
years. 

Jean Mercanton, promising actor 
of screen and stage, renounced ca- 
reer for post in semi-military youth 
camp. 

Cannes Casino showing biz upbeat 
since it hired 100 variety and legit 
stars, dancers, comedians and other 
thesps. 

Andre Birabeau’s ‘Tout N’Est Pas 
Noir’ (‘Everything Is Not Black’) 
will be created at the Daunou, Paris, 
next season. 

Colette writing revue which will 
be preemed at the Michel in Decem- 
ber with Edith Piaff, Charpini and 
Parisys as leads. 

‘Mariage en Trois Lecons’ (‘Mar- 
riage in Three Lessons’), by Lucien 
Luchaire, father of Corinne, preemed 
at the Ambassadeurs. 

Jacques Constant announced he 
may go to Argentine to direct 
Franco-Argentine picts, taking wife 
Mary Glory with him. 

Yvonne Printemps, Pierre Fresnay 
and Victor Boucher will appear in 
a comedy by G. Clouzot at the 
Michodiere next season. 

Hungarian pict director Alexandre 
Esway liberated from German prison 
camp. Announced first pict he will 
pilot will be ‘Jours MHeureux’ 
(‘Happy Day’s). 

Playwright and scenarist Jacques 
Feyder off to Switzerland to do ‘Une 
Femme Disparait,’ with wife Fran- 
coise Rosay, Jules Berry and Claude 
Dauphin as leads. 

Shuttered for summer 
Chatelet, Gaite Lyrique, Mogador, 
Antoine, Atelier, Humour, Mathur- 
ins, Michel, Montparnasse, Paris and 
Varieties theatres. 

Tixier Vignancourt, czar of cinema, 
theatre, and radio under 
terned at 


in Paris— 


Vals-les-Bains in the 


declarations against the State.’ 


Friends organized gala show for 
widow of ‘Rip,’ who recently died 
without leaving aé_e cent. Dorin, 


Georges Charley, Jean Weber, Mar- 
guerite Deval, Monique Rolland and 
other headliners appeared in ‘Rip’s’ 
own creations at the Deux Anes. 
New Superior Council of Teach- 
ing at the Conservatory in Paris has 
been filled with well known figures. 


For music, Marcel Dupre, Roger | 
Ducasse, Max D’Olonne, Samuel 
Rousseau, Georges Hue, Henri 
Rabaud, Alfred Cortot and Denis 


Aubin. Dramatic art, Charles Mere | 
(president of the Society of Authors 
and Dramatic Composers), Jules 
Truffier, Emile Fabre and Jean 
Herve. 
. 
St. Louis 
By Sam X. Murst 
te orn Lor ne Krueger 
clicking in flickers in H ywood. 
She just finished another Ellery 
| Queen pic for Col. 
Chester Vickery tant mana- 
| ger and treasurer at Loew resigned, 
effective Thursday (14) Has been 
succeeded by Ed rd Be rand of 
Chicago 
Harrison and Fisher, dance duo 
who clicked at the Municipal thea- 


tre two weeks ago, featured on Star- 


light roof at Hotel Chase. + Bob | 
Millar’s band on deck. 
Principals, chorus of ‘Balalaika’ 


land biggies of the Municipal Thea- 


tre Assn. will frolic at annual outing 


to be held on the farm of Prexy 
Henry Kiel in St. Louis County, 
Aug. 28. 

Ben Robbins manager of local 


branch for UA, recovering from the 
Eddie Arthur and Matt 
Schulter of the St. Louis Amus. Co. 
also back to normalcy after the 
long stretch of torrid weather. 
Vibrations from yells of crowd at 
night game between Cards and 
Pirates caused plaster ceiling to fall 


lat the Club Boulevard, a nitery in a 
| room beneath 
| week. 


the bleachers last 
Customers escaped injury. 


The Ansell brothers, Joe and 
Louis, who own and operate three 
nabes, have organized the Ansell 


Laval, in- | 


Brothers and Associates and will 
build a $500,000 flicker house in 
southwest St. Louis. It will be a 
$2,500 seater. 

Because he scored in ‘Twentieth 
Century’ at the Civic Theatre sev- 
eral weeks ago, Charles Barnhart, 
continuity editor at KXOK, was 
given a top role in ‘George Wash- 
ington Slept Here,’ current at the 
St. Louis County strawhatter. 

Globe-Democrat, sole am. rag 
here, last week chided audiences at 
the Municipal Theatre Assn.’s 
alfresco theatre in Forest Park for 
not putting more zoom into their 
singing of ‘The Star Spangled Ban- 
ner’ at the close of each performance. 


London 


Maurice Ostrer going into a nurs- 
ing home for minor operation. 

Stack of Russian films arriving 
this side following recent Anglo- 
Soviet concord. 

Gaiety theatre, Manchester, a 
casualty in early air raids, reopened 
after extensive repairs. 

National Screen Service here put- 
ting out a special trailer for War 
Savings Committee. It’s first direct 
use of the silver sheet. 

Noel Coward’s new farce, ‘Blithe 
Spirit,’ getting free publicity from 








his alleged kidding necromancy. 

Barbara Everest has an offer from 
Gilbert Miller to go to New York 
to appear in a role which she created 
here, but finds it impossible to se- 
cure transportation. 

Valerie Hobson and Ben Travers 
doing an act at pop restaurant for 
War Charities. Travers is now a 
flyer; his last play prior to ‘Banana 
Ridge, has been bought by Asso- 
ciated British for filming. 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravyotto 








Jules Pena vacationing in south. 

Institute for Cinema to open its 
doors in Barcelona. 

Tom Hamilton, Madrid’s N. Y. 
Times correspondent, back to Amer- 
ica. 

John McKnight, Lisbon’s AP cor- 
respondent, off to new assignment in 
Rio. 

Ariel Varges, Metrotone News 
cameraman, moved headquarters to 
Lisbon. 

Josita Herna and Rafael 
will be leads in ‘Pimientilla,’ 
Juan Lopez de Valcarcel 
Levante Films producing. 

American news colony in Madrid 
reduced to four members, two UP 
and two AP correspondents. 
mainder have cleared out 

Spanish weekly Primer 
rates Rene St. Cyr best actress in 


Duran 
with 
megging. 


down’ Hollywood offers 
herself to French public.’ 

Hispano Films announced next pic 
to go on lot will be ‘Guadalquivir,’ 
although not so certain now that 
Maurice Chevalier and Imperio Ar- 
| gentina will be leads. French actor 


to ‘devote 





| Pyrenees for ‘injurious statements| Albert Prejean and Spanish thesp 
| against the Marshal and offensive | Conchita Montenegro mentioned as 


| likely leads. 
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| choice show biz revivals, 
| by Alexander Wooilcott. 

| Lunt-Fontanne will play the final 
scene from Maxwell Anderson’: 
| ‘Elizabeth the Queen.’ Hart-Crouse- 


selected 


| Sullivan-Allen (or Fadiman) will do 
an old George S. Kaufman sketch 
|from the 1923 ‘Music Box Revue,’ 
|called ‘If Men Played Cards As 
| Women _ Do.’ Robeson will sing 
| ‘Water Boy’ from Hollywood. Carl 
| Van Doren will be m.c. in place of 
| Woollcott, who has been forbidden | 
|'by his doctor to appear. George 
| Zachary had the idea for the show 

| and 1S producing 

Concluding half-hour of the ‘Fore- 

|} cast’ will be Hollywood-produced 
and will present Tony Martin, Bert 

Lahr, Linda Ware and David Rose’: 

orchestra in ‘Search for a Sponsor.’ 





| Chorus Dearth 


Continued from page l———— 














|producer for ‘Young Man‘s Fancy’ 
{}when nearly all declined to tour 
| with the show, but found out that 


| George Abbott had secured younger | 


| People, mostly from out of town. 

Even in stock burlesque there is 
| no plenitude of choristers. One New- 
lark burley manager has been ad- 
| vertising for girls. 


Philly Shortage 
Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 

The shortage of chorines has forced 
the Izzy Hirst burlesque circuit to 
| postpone its season’s debut 
118 to Sept. 1. The wheel is seeking 
208 girls to fill spots in the line for 
its 13 traveling units. 

The Shubert, indie burley 
j here, will reopen Sept. 12. 
‘Bernstein will manage 


house 
Rube 


spiritualist organization, resentful of | 


Fortunate Bonanova 
Re- | six Spanish-American 


Plano | (Wednesday) in San Diego. 


from Aug. | 


Hollywood 





Ann Sheridan laid up with sinus 
trouble. 

Murphy McHenry fishing 
High Sierras. 
| Irving Asher qualified for an aire 
| plane pilot’s license. 

Arline Judge sued for $30,000 be- 
cause her car was in a collision. 

Brenda Marshall ordered to bed 
| for a week with a throat infection. 
| Richard Thorpe, Metro director, te 
| Oregon and Washington on vacation. 

Thomas Mitchell, recovered from 
his recent injury, ready to return to 
work. 

Earl MacQuarrie back at his 
agency desk after a siege of peri- 
tonitis. 

Louis Bromfield in from his Ohio 
farm for studio huddles at Para- 
mount. 

Carlisle Jones back to work on the 
Warners publicity staff after major 
operation. 

Franchot Tone out of the hospital, 
recovering at home after a major 
cperation. 

Norma Shearer returned from a 
| two-week play-gandering tour of 
Broadway. 

Ross Bagdesarian, actor and 
|cousin of William Saroyan, making 
j his film debut. 

Ray Whitley left on a tour of the 
southern states as the singing cows 
| boy from RKO. 

Jack Hirshberg pulled out of Para- 
mount publicity for a vacation be- 
fore joining the Army. 

Basil Rathbone succeeded Robert 
Montgomery as chairman of British 
War Relief in Hollywood. 

Bob Moak sitting in as Universal 
planter of publicity while Lincoln 
Quarberg is on vacation. 

Al Hanson and Lou Metzger build- 
ing $200,000 centre for bowling and 
other sports in San Diego. 

Sylvester Weire, of the Weire 
Brothers, entered the hospital for an 
operation on his ailing knee. 

Charles Prutzman, Universal v.p., 
in from New York for confabs with 
Nate Blumberg and other execs. 

Tyrone Power back from West- 
port, Conn., strawhat show for added 
scenes in ‘A Yank in the R.A.F.’ 

Irving Cummings on a Connecticut 
vacation before reporting to 20th- 
Fox on his new director contract. 

Leda Bauer, story chief for RKO 
in New York, conferring with Col- 
lier Young, studio scenario head, 

Mary Anderson snrained her back 
in a fall on the ‘Mr. Aldrich’s Boy’ 
set, holding up production four days. 

James Stephenson’s will leaves 


in the 














| $30,000 in California property and an 


estate of undetermined value in Eng- 
land to his widow. 





is slated for 
concerts in 
| Southern California, beginning today 


Dr. A. H. Giannini awarded a 


France and reveals that she ‘turned | medal by the Los Angeles Breakfast 


| Club for distinguished service to the 





| Red Cross, Community Chest and 
| USO campaigns in Southern Cali- 
| fornia. 
| Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
| Sioned 
Lew Lefton’s lad, S. David, made 
a corporal at Camp Pendleton, Va, 
It's a girl for the Frank Ruben- 
teins He’s a local theatre builder. 


The C. J. Lattas are grandparents. 


| Their daughter, Peggy Deibold, had 


a girl. 

Gene Kelly home to see his folks 
while ‘Pal Joey’ take a two-week 
recess 

Al Mercur, bo of Millvale Nut 
House, in Presbyterian hospital for a 
checkup. 

Chester Storys are home from a 
tour of the New England summer 
theatres 

Al Fremont, dance band leader, 
has dropped his ‘baton for Uncle 
Sam’s khaki. 

Jake Soltz, owner of Rhumba 
theatre, taken to the hospital with a 
badly infected eye. 

Shep Fields’ wife flew back to 
New York after pending a few 
da with him here. 

Everett Hoagland plans to add @ 
gir] singer before he winds up cur- 
rent run at Bill Green’ 

Raul and Eva Reyes have been 
booked for a return engagement at 
the Nixon Cafe next month. 

Tony Stern coming along okay 
|after being rushed to hospital for 
|}emergency appendix operation. 

The S. J. Kleinermans_ (he’s 
Roosevelt theatre manager) have a 


date with the stork this winter. 
Chuck Steinhauser, M-G checker 

and son of Press radioed, Si Stein- 

hauser, off for Camp Meade M,d. 


The Marty Burnetts to Lake 
George for a vacation and Mike 
Cullen in from road to look after 
Penn theatre. 
| Capt. Dave Silverstein, screen 


writer now in Signal Corps, here to 
see the family on his way from the 
Coast to Fort Monmouth, N. J. 
Johnny Harris going to Hollywood 
next month to install Variety Club 


of Southern California, and heads 
from there for Dallas and a big 
Variety Club hindig. 


ae 


ee ee ee 


poe er wc 


oe gpk 


' 
: 


nee ais 


ey eee 


Seana, 


Lopes (hy aetna mie oapminan = ont ph ch 
n > 


abe 





IE Rie ncn nn 





& 


48 VARIETY Wednesday, August 20, 194] 





——_ 























LOCAL BOY MAKES GOOD/ 


“He has now broken .all existing records of the 
College Inn, Panther Room, Sherman Hotel” 





Lrnest Byfield 
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Country Club... SEPT. 11th 
Hotel New Yorker To Follow 


Summer Series: 


COLUMBIA RECORDINGS Holland Furnace Programme 


NBC, 7:00-7:30 PM, CDST 


MANAGEMENT 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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